
Weather Service meteorologist at Wil-
mington.

That denser mass of ice crystals
topped by a layer of snow caused more
than 16,000 American Electric Power
customers statewide to lose power by
early Tuesday. There were no signifi�cant
outages for Franklin County, according
to Scott Blake, AEP spokesman.

Hardest hit were areas of southern
Ohio, including Gallia and Lawrence
counties.

“They already had some ice build up
from the storm that came through earli-
er,” said Tim Miller, deputy Gallia Coun-
ty EMA director. About 10% of the Gallia
County’s 30,000 customers were with-
out power.

The weather service is calling for
spotty snow or fl�urries for the next few
days with highs in the 20s and near sin-
gle-digit lows. A similar storm to Mon-
day’s is expected to begin about 2 p.m.
Thursday. 

“It looks like somewhere around
three to fi�ve inches,” Clark said. “But it’s
always a challenge” to predict.

Some marveled at yesterday’s wintry
landscape, including Frances Collins,
24, and her mother, Patty, 53, who
trudged in boots, coats and scarves
from their car to Local Cantina in the
Brewery District at lunchtime Tuesday.

“It’s kind of crazy,” said Frances Col-
lins, of German Village, adding that she
feels like Columbus hasn’t gotten much
snow in the past few years. “It’s like
we’re making up for it.”

All that snow was a boon to some –
including one of Patty Collins’ other
children. Her 12-year-old, Cathleen,
shoveled the driveway unasked and was
rewarded with $5 from her parents for
the trouble. She also was shoveling a
neighbor’s driveway during her snow
day from school for $20, Patty Collins
said. 

As she drove from her home in Olde
Town East to pick up her daughter, Patty
Collins said some streets were icy.

“German Village, they don’t plow
there,” she said. “I was sort of bobsled-
ding.”

“It’s really icy through the alleys,”
Frances Collins added.

The family has been doing a lot of
regular sledding this winter with all the
snow, Patty Collins said. Plenty of oth-
ers used Tuesday’s snow day – numer-
ous districts were off�, including Colum-

bus City Schools – as an opportunity to
hit the hills.

For others, snow blowers were re-
quired to blast through the crust of ice
and snow.

All of the newly purchased salt and
shovels didn’t have an easy time of it as
the dense layers of sleet were diffi�cult to
remove. Salt’s eff�ectiveness takes twice
as long at 20 degrees compared to above
freezing and diminishes exponentially
with even lower temperatures, said
Clark, the meteorologist.

COTA fares were lifted Monday night
when Franklin County called a Level 2
snow emergency. The free rides con-
tinued through Tuesday. If the level falls
below Level 2, fares will resume, said
Jeff� Pullins, COTA spokesman.

“We want to make sure that custom-
ers are using safer options than getting
in their own vehicles. And it gets cars off�
the roads to allow snow plows better ac-
cess,” Pullins said.

Dispatch reporter Danae King con-
tributed to this story.

dnarciso@dispatch.com
@DeanNarciso

Wearing a horse mask, Nick Quast, 39, of Cleveland, sleds down the hill at Antrim Park on Monday. A winter storm recently
added 1 to 3 inches of snow in Franklin County. PHOTOS BY ADAM CAIRNS/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Sonia Baidya of Clintonville scrapes a thin layer of ice off her car as she leaves
work at Ohio State's Wexner Center for the Arts on Monday.
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RALEIGH, N.C. – At least three peo-
ple were found dead early Tuesday after
a tornado tore through a seaside town in
North Carolina at the rough edge of a
winter storm that left millions without
power in subfreezing temperatures and
made travel treacherous in many states.

The storm that overwhelmed power
grids and immobilized the Southern
Plains carried heavy snow and freezing
rain into New England and the Deep
South and left behind record-setting
cold temperatures. Wind-chill warnings
extended from Canada into Mexico.

In Chicago, a foot and a half of new
snow forced public schools to cancel in-
person classes for Tuesday. Hours earli-
er, along the normally balmy Gulf of
Mexico, cross-country skiier Sam Fagg
hit fresh powder on the beach in Galves-
ton, Texas.

The worst U.S. power outages were in
Texas, aff�ecting more than 4 million
homes and businesses. More than
250,000 people also lost power across
parts of Appalachia, and another quar-
ter of a million were still without elec-
tricity following an ice storm in north-
west Oregon, according to powerouta-
ge.us, which tracks utility outage re-
ports. Four million people lost power in
Mexico.

Texas offi�cials requested 60 genera-
tors from the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency and planned to priori-
tize hospitals and nursing homes. The
state opened 35 shelters to more than
1,000 occupants, the agency said.

More than 500 people sought com-
fort at one shelter in Houston. Mayor
Sylvester Turner said other warming
centers had to be shut down because
they lost power.

Utilities from Minnesota to Texas im-
plemented rolling blackouts as cold
temperatures strained power grids.

Blackouts of more than an hour be-
gan around dawn Tuesday for Oklaho-
ma City and more than a dozen other

communities. The blackouts stopped
electric-powered space heaters, fur-
naces and lights just as temperatures
hovered around minus 8 degrees, some
of the lowest readings in a more than
week of below-freezing conditions.

Nebraska’s blackouts came amid
some of the coldest weather on record:
In Omaha, the temperature bottomed
out at 23 degrees below zero overnight,
the coldest in 25 years.

Rolling outages also aff�ected some
northern Iowa counties, where over-
night lows dipped to nearly 30 below
around Sioux City and wind chills to
around 40 below in some places. Black-
outs of up to 30 minutes also were
planned for Tuesday morning in the
northwestern Minnesota city of Moor-
head.

The Southwest Power Pool, a group
of utilities covering 14 states, imposed
rolling two-hour blackouts to ease the
extreme demand for heat and electric-
ity, saying they were “a last resort to pre-
serve the reliability of the electric sys-
tem as a whole.”

The outages forced a Texas county to
scramble to get more than 8,000 doses
of Moderna’s coronavirus vaccine into
arms after a public health facility lost
power early Monday and its backup
generator also failed, said Rafael Lemai-

tre, a spokesman for Harris County
Judge Lina Hidalgo.

County offi�cials distributed the doses
at three hospitals, Rice University and
the county jail because those places had
large groups of people in places where
they would not have to drive and with
appropriate medical personnel on hand.

“It feels amazing. I’m very grateful,”
said Harry Golen, a 19-year-old sopho-
more who waited for nearly four hours
with his friends, much of it in the cold.
He was among the last people to get the
shots, which otherwise would not have
reached students until March or April.

More than 400,000 additional doses
due in Texas now will not arrive until at
least Wednesday because of the weath-
er, offi�cials said. 

In North Carolina, the National
Weather Service’s offi�ce in Wilmington
dispatched a team to confi�rm that a tor-
nado did indeed touch down and to sur-
vey damage in Brunswick County, said
Mark Willis, the offi�ce’s meteorologist in
charge. 

Three people died and at least 10
were injured when the apparent torna-
do tore through a golf course communi-
ty and another rural area just before
midnight Monday, destroying dozens of
homes. Gov. Roy Cooper said rescue op-
erations were continuing Tuesday.

“The sky lit up and there was a lot of
pop-pop-popping. And the loud thun-
der. And then it sounded like a train, a
freight train coming through. … That’s
when all the damage occurred,” said
Sharon Benson, 63. She said her roof
was damaged and her garage door
blown off�. Windows were shattered and
nearby trees were uprooted.

Authorities in multiple states report-
ed deaths in crashes on icy roads , in-
cluding two people whose vehicle slid
off� a road and overturned in a waterway
in Kentucky on Sunday, state police
said.

Deaths in Texas included a woman
and a girl who died from suspected car-
bon monoxide poisoning in Houston, at
a home without electricity from a car
running in an attached garage, police
said. Law enforcement also said sub-
freezing temperatures were likely to
blame for the deaths of two men found
along Houston-area roadways.

In west Tennessee, a 10-year-old boy
died after falling into an ice-covered
pond on Sunday during a winter storm,
fi�re offi�cials said.

Several cities had record lows: In
Minnesota, the Hibbing/Chisholm
weather station registered minus 38 de-
grees Fahrenheit. Sioux Falls, South Da-
kota, dropped to minus 26 Fahrenheit.

Air travel was also aff�ected. By mid-
morning Monday, 3,000 fl�ights had
been canceled across the country, more
than half of them in Texas. At the main
airport for Dallas and Fort Worth, the
temperature was 4 degrees Fahrenheit,
colder than Moscow.

Most government offi�ces and schools
were closed for Presidents Day, and au-
thorities pleaded with residents to stay
home Tuesday as well. 

About 100 school systems closed, de-
layed opening or switched to remote
classes on Tuesday in Alabama, where
forecasters said conditions might not
improve in some places until temper-
atures rise above freezing Wednesday
afternoon.

Louisiana state police reported in-
vestigating nearly 75 weather-related
crashes caused by a mixture of snow,
sleet and freezing rain in the past 24
hours.

Tornado leaves three dead in NC
Bitter cold, blackouts 
seen throughout nation

A deadly tornado tore through Brunswick County, N.C., on Tuesday. EMILY FLAX/AP
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