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SNEAK Peek:
Tomorrow in
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Argus-Press Staff Writer
Sally York reports on a new 

marijuana dispensary in Owosso.

ALSO IN THE 
PAPER

Sports Editor Ryan 
Weiss covers the first 

birth of 2021 in 
Shiawassee County.

THE FORECAST - THE WEEK AHEAD

Sunday
Cloudy. High 28-32. 
Low 22-26. 

Monday
Clouds giving way to 
sun. High 30-34. Low 
21-25.

Tuesday
Mostly cloudy. High 
31-35. Low 25-29.

Wednesday
Considerable cloudi-
ness. High 32-36. Low 
28-32. 

Thursday
Afternoon snow show-
ers. High 35-39. Low 
29-33.

TODAY’S LOTTERY
Poker Lotto: AC-KD-9H-2D-KH.
Midday Daily 3: 6-9-3.
Midday Daily 4: 2-6-8-1.
Daily 3: 5-3-0.
Daily 4: 3-3-6-4.
Fantasy 5: 1-8-13-19-21.
Fantasy 5: 4-5-24-32-39.
Keno: 3-6-7-8-13-17-18-23-26-28-29-36-
38-43-45-50-52-56-62-69-75-78.
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Finishing the final lap
By SALLY YORK

Argus-Press Staff Writer

DURAND — After 57 years 
of  teaching driver education 
and road-testing students, Lloyd 
Lamphere can offer more than a 
few helpful hints about operat-
ing motor vehicles.

For starters, drivers “need 
more turn-signal fuel, if  you 
know what I mean,” said Lam-
phere, who retired from Durand 
Area Schools effective Dec. 31.

They should also come to a 
complete stop at a stop sign be-
fore looking both ways, because 
that makes it more likely they’ll 
actually stop instead of  rolling 
through the sign.

Parents should prepare their 
children for driver education 
by having them navigate a lawn 
tractor, which will teach them 
how to judge distances and ma-
neuver around obstacles, Lam-
phere said.

And if  a driver gets in a crash 
— which happened twice during 
Lamphere’s road-testing ses-
sions over the years, through 
no fault of  the student driver 
— “you need to get right back 
behind the wheel again so you 
don’t have a fear of  driving,” he 
said.

Lamphere, 80, continued to 
work in the Durand driver edu-
cation program long after retir-
ing from teaching and coaching 
at Durand in 1998. He said he 
took pleasure in all three jobs.

“I’m not one to not want to 
work — I enjoy it,” he said. “I 
had lots of  good kids. They leave 
memories in your mind.”

Lamphere has left behind 
memories in the minds many 
of  his students as well, who 
remember him as an effective 
teacher who used his own expe-
riences to underline his lessons.

Heather Simmons, a Durand 
resident, was one of  Lamphere’s 
students, along with her hus-
band, Nicholas Simmons, and 
two of  their four children.

“What my husband loved 
about him was that 20-plus years 
after we did our training, (my 
husband) never forgot what he 

taught him,” Heather Simmons 
said.

“(Lloyd) actually cares about 
his work and takes the time to 
get personal with the students 
about safety as well as his own 
experiences,” she added. “He 
teaches you to be a successful 
and confident driver. We are sad 
he won’t be teaching our other 
two kids. But we are all happy 
for him and hope he enjoys his 
retirement.”

Lamphere said he decided to 
retire from road-testing — his 
third retirement, after stepping 
down as teacher/coach and driv-
er ed classroom instructor — 
when doing it became less fun.

He began teaching driver ed-
ucation in 1963 at Carleton Air-
port High School, in an era when 
when students taking his classes 
were highly motivated.

“They wanted that driver’s 

license,” Lamphere said. “They 
listened and did everything I 
said.”

Their enthusiasm seemed to 
wane in the 1990s.

“They didn’t have the same 
motivation. Playing on their 
devices was enough,” he said. 
“They are poorer drivers as a 
result. It wasn’t as much fun to 
teach them.”

Perhaps the final straw was 
having to follow the constantly 
changing executive orders is-
sued by Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 
regarding road-testing, he said.

Lamphere leaves behind a 
successful education career that 
includes decades of  serving as 
basketball coach, athletic direc-
tor and math teacher at Durand 
High School.

Earlier on, he was a nuclear 

Argus-Press Photo/Sally York
LLOYD LAMPHERE of Durand has retired as the Durand Area 
Schools driver education teacher and road tester after 57 
years. 

See LAMPHERE on Page 3

Cook Foundation announces grants to nonprofits
By DANIEL R. BASSO

Argus-Press Managing Editor

OWOSSO — The Cook Family 
Foundation Monday announced 
it has awarded a second round of  
grants to Shiawassee nonprofit 
organizations to help them fin-
ish 2020 in the best position to 
thrive in 2021.

“It was a tough year for local 
nonprofits, just as it has been 
for our small businesses” said 
Tom Cook, executive director 
of  the Cook Family Foundation. 
“We knew that helping them out 
would help out our community. 
We know many people have giv-
en extra to local nonprofits this 
year, and we wanted to do our 
part.”

The grants were awarded in 
addition to $43,042 in COVID-re-
lated emergency grants made 
by the Foundation in March 
and April 2020 to help respond 
to needs. Grants were made 
early in 2020 to Respite Volun-
teers of  Shiawassee, the Arc of  
Mid-Michigan, the Downtown 
Owosso Farmers Market, and 
Durand Union Station. An addi-
tional $15,000 was provided to the 
United Way of  Genesee County 
(serving Shiawassee County) to 
help address the health and eco-
nomic emergency.

“We were particularly proud 
to support the initiative of  the 

Durand Union Station,” Cook 
said, noting how the railroad 
history center helped organize 
volunteers to make masks, used 
their facility as a dropoff site, 
and worked with others to dis-
tribute masks and other PPE 
to those who could not access 
them.

“This is the kind of  com-
mitment and creativity we see 
from our local nonprofits all the 
time,” he added.

The Foundation also an-
nounced it is providing a 
“boardsmanship” workshop 
Jan. 12 — available free to any 
board member of  a Shiawas-
see-based nonprofit. The vir-
tual workshop will be present-
ed by the Nonprofit Network. 
For more information, see the 
“Events” section of  the Founda-
tion’s website cookfamilyfoun-
dation.org.

The latest grants, ranged 
from $2,489 to $10,000 and aver-
aged about $7,000, Cook said, 
without specifying amounts for 
each group.

Grants went to the following 
nonprofits:

n Arc Mid-Michigan to di-
rectly assist students and adults 
with developmental disabilities;

n DeVries Nature Conser-
vancy to make up for several 
canceled fundraising events;

n Friends of  the Shiawassee 

River to expand virtual and on-
line educational offerings for 
students;

n Lebowsky Center for the 
Performing Arts to make tech-
nology upgrades;

n Shiawassee Arts Center to 
continue their partnership with 
the Shiawassee Council on Ag-
ing to provide Shiawassee Mo-
bile ART for Seniors program 
for seniors in their residences;

n Shiawassee Humane Soci-
ety to draw up plans for facility 
upgrades;

n Girls on the Run to over-
come COVID-related difficulties 
in providing empowerment pro-
grams;

n SafeCenter to help manage 
the delays and difficult account-
ing of  federal grant programs;

n Shiawassee Family YMCA 
to serve as a community hub for 
food distribution and program-
ming;

n Shiawassee Regional 
Chamber to support member-
ships for local nonprofits;

n Voices for Children for op-
erating costs and building im-
provements.

“We thought they were all 
worthy grant requests and 
awarded everyone what they 
asked for,” Cook said. “Some 
nonprofits received emergency 
support in the spring and did not 
then request grants in the fall.”

Gratitude from organizations 
benefiting was univeral.

Lorraine Austin, Friends of  
the Shiawassee River executive 
director, said her group received 
$10,000 in the fall.

“This financial gift means so 
much to the Friends, as two of  
our major fundraising events 
had to be canceled due to the 
pandemic: Garlic Mustard Pes-
tival and Shi-Tri triathlon — 
both scheduled for the spring of  
2020,” she said. “As far as how 
the Friends will use this money, 

in short, we will be hiring a new, 
part-time communications/
event coordinator staff person to 
allow our current staff to work 
to develop more river-related 
educational opportunities for 
teachers, students, parents and 
individuals.

“Since there has been such 
turmoil within the school sys-
tems in terms of  face-to-face or 
online learning, parents having 
to play the role of  teacher at 

Argus-Press File Photo
COOK FOUNDATION executive director Tom Cook is seen with 
Anna Owens in this file photo. 

See GRANTS on Page 3

Durand council 
pecks away at 
chicken issue

By GREYSON STEELE
Argus-Press Staff Writer

DURAND — A divided Durand City Council voted earlier this 
week to further examine the possibility of  allowing city residents to 
own backyard chickens.

The council voted 4-3 Monday to seek additional guidance from 
the planning commission on a potential zoning ordinance amend-
ment that would allow poultry in the city.

Ownership of  backyard chickens is currently prohibited with-
in the city’s ordinances, though Mayor Pro Tem Matt Schaefer 
explained Monday that he believes it’s an item worth revisiting. 
Council members Jeff Brands, Brian Boggs and Rich Folaron voted 
against advancing the discussion to the planning commission.

An amendment to the city’s ordinances and its zoning ordinance 
would be required to allow chickens in the city, according to City 
Attorney Matt McKone. The planning commission will discuss the 
issue at its next scheduled meeting, 7 p.m. Feb. 2. The meeting will 
be conducted remotely via Zoom. For information on how to access 
the meeting, visit durandmi.com.

“We live in a pretty low-income area and I’m really big on do-
mestic food production and people being able to support themselves 
on their own land,” Schaefer said Monday. “Within reason, I think 
we should allow chickens … I don’t think anybody should be able 
to have a full-on farm on a city lot, but a few birds, no roosters, that 
kind of  thing, I think should be allowed.”

Durand’s rules currently state: “No person shall keep or house 
any animal or domestic fowl within the city except dogs, cats, canar-
ies or animals commonly classified as pets which are customarily 
kept or housed inside dwellings as household pets.” Additionally, 
residents are limited to having no more than “three adult cats and/
or dogs or in any residence.”

The city’s zoning ordinance does not specifically address chick-
ens, though currently there are no zoning districts within the city 
that allow for farming activity.

Schaefer explained Monday he knows of  a few city residents who 
own backyard chickens, and noted a handful of  other communities, 
including the village of  Vernon, currently allow them.

“I think (the original ordinance prohibiting chickens) was prob-
ably written with good intentions,” Schaefer said, “but with this 
movement of  self-sutstainiablity, people being able to make their 
own food, especially because we live in a low-income area, I think 
it’s something worth at least talking about.”

Council member Connie Cobley agreed to discussing the issue 
further, noting the educational benefits of  raising chickens.

Council member Rich Folaron, meanwhile, expressed concerns 
over potential odor.

“I don’t know if  you’ve ever smelled a chicken farm, (but) I don’t 
want that (odor) next door to me,” Folaron said. “How are you going 
to control that if  it does happen?”

“There should be a reasonable limit (in place),” Schaefer re-
sponded. “With just a couple (of  chickens allowed per residence), I 
don’t think you’d have too much of  an issue and then additionally, 
there (would be) some reasonable regulations about smell and ani-
mal treatment.”





By SALLY YORK
Argus-Press Staff Writer

BENNINGTON TWP. — Ella the golden 
retriever was missing for nearly two weeks 
when a group of  Good Samaritans spotted 
the dog in Hopkins Lake Park and reunited 
her with her family.

The happy ending might not have been 
possible without Owosso Pets Lost and 
Found, a popular Facebook page that’s 
helped people find their lost pets since 2012.

More than 100,000 people viewed the posts 
that began appearing on the page March 30, 
the day after Ella bolted from the pet sitter 
while her family was on vacation in Florida.

“You just live your own everyday life and 
you don’t realize how much people care. We 
have been so overwhelmed by the support 
we were getting from everybody in the com-
munity — even people who don’t know us,” 
said Shawnna Cody of  Bennington Town-
ship, who was reunited with Ella on Sunday 
evening.

“The whole group on Facebook got the 
word out. They’re tremendous.”

Thousands of  people shared Cody’s 
posts, which asked for pictures of  any “Ella 
sightings.” As each sighting came in, family 
members would quickly drive to the loca-
tion, only to discover Ella had already taken 
off.

On various days, the 7-year-old dog was 
reportedly spied on Cook Road, different 
parts of  Chipman Street, in Green Meadows 
subdivision, and on Mason, Juddville, Hen-
derson, Hintz, Wilkinson, Cronk and Arde-
lean roads.

One photo posted on Owosso Pets Lost 
and Found shows Ella trudging down Cook 
Road, her coat filthy.

“Ella made it to just about every corner 
of  Shiawassee County,” Cody said.

When she was found, the pads on her 
paws were raw, and she was very tired and 
weak. However, she appeared to be unin-
jured. Cody planned to take Ella to the vet to 
get checked out on Monday.

The Codys’ Florida trip was the first 
they’d taken without Ella along, worried the 
long car ride would be too much for her. In-
stead, a family member stayed at the Codys’ 

house on Manitou Lake to watch Ella.
One day, after the sitter let the dog out-

side to go the bathroom, Ella came back 
toward the house, gave the sitter a funny 
look and took off. In retrospect, the family 
wonders if  Ella was worried something bad 
had happened to them and was trying to find 
them.

After all, the pooch was very protective. 
When the Cody children swam in the lake, 
she’d swim out even farther. If  one of  the 
kids ventured out too far, Ella would grab 
their life jackets and pull them toward the 
shore.

“She’s a momma dog,” Cody said. “She’s 
very friendly and loving, and she’s a loyal 
dog.”

The panicked pet sitter, enlisting help 
from other family members, searched for 
Ella until early the following morning, with 
no luck. Dan Cody — Shawnna’s husband — 
jumped on a plane to Michigan the next day, 
leaving Shawnna and their four children 
in Florida, where they thought they’d be 
spared from worrying constantly.

They worried anyway. The Codys reached 

out to South Lyon Lost Animal Recovery, 
and volunteer Lori Beard got to work, look-
ing for Ella every day and even leaving bowls 
of  dog food all over the county to bring the 
scared dog out of  hiding.

The days rolled by. On Saturday, Dan and 
Shawnna Cody faced the real possibility Ella 
was lost to them. Ella had been a birthday 
present to Dan seven years previously. In 
fact, she’d replaced a different golden re-
triever Shawnna had bought for Dan as a 
wedding present.

It was hard to even contemplate losing 
Ella, but they told each other they had to 
brace themselves for that eventuality.

The next day, Sunday, Wrought Iron Grill 
chef  Brian Pierce and his two sons, Stone 
and Levi, went disc golfing at Hopkins Lake 
Park. They saw a golden retriever laying on 
the grass, maybe chilling out. But the dog 
wasn’t moving. It was a little odd.

The boys convinced their father — not 
exactly an animal lover — to check on her 
later. The trio then met up with Pierce’s girl-
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WEATHER
STATISTICS
In the Shiawassee 

area Monday, the high 
was 61 and the low 45.

At 7:15 a.m. today, 
the Shiawassee River 
was at 3.6 feet. The 
temperature was 37.

THE FORECAST - THE WEEK AHEAD

Wednesday
Cloudy. High 48-52. 
Low 32-36.

Thursday
Rain, snow. High 47-
51. Low 34-38.

Friday
Cloudy. High 54-58. 
Low 35-39.

Saturday
Mostly cloudy. High 
59-63. Low 37-41.

Sunday
Mostly cloudy. High 
59-63. Low 38-42.

TODAY’S LOTTERY
Lucky For Life: 01-12-16-26-36. 
Lucky Ball: 4.
Poker Lotto: AD-QS-2C-9D-4H.
Midday Daily 3: 2-5-7.
Midday Daily 4: 3-2-3-2.
Daily 3: 5-5-3.
Daily 4: 1-6-5-7.
Fantasy 5: 09-14-18-34-36; 4-9-29-32-38.
Keno: 07-08-09-11-16-17-19-22-23-24-31-
37-40-42-44-45-46-56-61-64-68-74.
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SCHD, 
Memorial: 
Few new 
vaccine 

doses 
received

The Argus-Press

CORUNNA — Shiawassee 
County officials said they re-
ceived only enough vaccine 
doses for 700 first vaccination 
shots this week while Memorial 
Healthcare said it received none.

Neither provider announce-
da reason for the lower-than-pre-
vious amount of  new vaccines 
they received.

Both the Shiawassee County 
Health Department and Memo-
rial said they did receive doses 
for second-shot clinics planned 
this week.

The health department said 
it received 900 doses for second 
shots. Memorial did not specify 
how many doses it received.

The SCHD said it allocated 
1,050 doses to community part-
ners to distribute in the county.

While the number of  vaccine 
doses provided in the county is 
down this week, new cases of  
COVID-19 continue to surge.

The Michigan Department 
of  Health and Human Services 
said there were 9,700 new cas-
es reported Monday, including 
weekend cases. Overall, the 
state has seen 747,697 cases and 
16,512 deaths.

Shiawassee County, the state 
said, now has 4,715 overall cases 
and 86 deaths.

According to The New York 
Times, Shiawassee County is the 
single worst “metro” area in the 
nation for new cases with 902 
over a two-week period — 94.6 
per 100,000. Jackson County, 
Flint, Detroit, Monroe and Bay 
City all trail in cases per 100,000.

The county, the Times said, 
is second-worst in the nation for 
rate of  increase, behind only the 
Bay City area at 194 new cases 
per 100,000 over the past week.

Memorial Monday said it 
has 16 people hospitalized with 
COVID-19, including four in its 
ICU.

The testing positivity rate in 
Shiawassee County last week 
was 21.25 percent, MDHHS said. 
Experts say a figure of  3 percent 
or higher indicates a disease is 
spreading at an uncontrollable 
rate.

Friday alone, the positive test 
rate was above 25 percent.

MDHHS says the state has 
received 6.02 million vaccine 
doses with Shiawassee County 
receiving 21,000. The state has 
administered 5.37 million doses 
with 2.19 million people fully 
vaccinated.

In Shiawassee County, MDH-
HS says 21,363 people have re-
ceived at least one shot (38.3 per-
cent), but only 13,398 are fully 
vaccinated — 24 percent, below 
the state average of  27 percent.

Police say infant at Home Depot was left by mistake
The Argus-Press

CALEDONIA TWP. — The Michigan State Police 
Monday said a baby found outside Home Depot Saturday 
afternoon wasn’t abandoned, but merely “forgotten” by 
its parents.

“There doesn’t appear to be any foul play,” MSP Sgt. 
Joseph Rowley said. “There doesn’t appear to be any 
charges being sought. The child’s in good health.”

Rowley said the infant, about 1 year old, was in a 
shopping cart outside the store Saturday afternoon. The 
parents apparently each thought the other was placing 
the child into their vehicle, but neither actually did.

“It was a misunderstanding,” Rowley said. “Who put 
the baby in the car?”

Rowley said the parents were located and reunited 
with the child and were grateful for the aid provided by 
passersby.

The sergeant said Child Protective Services was con-
tacted, as is standard procedure in such incidents. CPS 
will work with the parents to determine if  there is any 
support they need.

CPS’s final report would determine if  any charges 
might be forwarded to the Prosecutor’s Office.

“It wasn’t intentional,” Rowley said. “We see people 
drop off children, this was not (that kind of  situation).”

MSP did not identify the parents.

Courtesy Photo 
ELLA RESTS at her home in Bennington Township Sunday following her 13-day 
adventure.

Tale sets 
tongues 

a waggin’
Story of lost 

golden retriever 
drives Facebook page 
dedicated to lost pets

See ELLA on Page 3

By DAVID EGGERT
Associated Press

LANSING — Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer on Monday outlined 
her priorities for spending bil-
lions of  dollars in federal coro-
navirus relief  aid, saying the 
focus should be on long-lasting 
initiatives to help students and 
small businesses hurt by the 
pandemic.

Other priorities include up-
grading neglected infrastruc-
ture, boosting public health 
funding, and making child care 

more affordable and accessible.
The Democratic governor 

chose not to propose specific 
legislation to 
the Republi-
can-controlled 
Legislature, as 
she did with the 
last round of  
federal relief. 
About $2 billion 
of  that aid re-
mains in limbo 
because GOP 
lawmakers did 
not negotiate with Whitmer or 

unsuccessfully tied some funds 
to vetoed bills that would have 
ceded or limited the state health 
department’s pandemic powers.

“Instead of  putting together a 
whole proposal, we wanted to set 
forth what our values are and in-
vite the Legislature to the table 
and consider negotiating and 
writing this together so we can 
actually get it done,” she told 
reporters. She said her outline 
“very well meshes with what the 
business community has sug-
gested. Let’s think long-term, 
sustainability, transformational 

change, economic competitive-
ness.”

Whitmer said the $18 bil-
lion-plus coming to Michigan 
as part of  a $1.9 trillion rescue 
package is a “once-in-a-gener-
ation opportunity.” About $5.7 
billion is for state government, 
$4.4 billion is for municipali-
ties and $3.9 billion is for K-12 
schools.

Both Whitmer and legislators 
will need to agree before much 
of  the funding is disbursed. The 

Whitmer outlines priorities for spending federal virus aid

GRETCHEN
WHITMER

See AID on Page 3
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WEATHER
STATISTICS
In the Shiawassee 

area Thursday, the high 
was 77 and the low 62.

At 7:15 a.m. today, 
the Shiawassee River 
was at 3.23 feet. The 
temperature was 67.

THE FORECAST - THE WEEK AHEAD

Saturday
Storms likely. High 77-
81. Low 70-74.

Sunday
Scattered storms. 
High 80-84. Low 63-
67.

Monday
Rain possible. High 
79-83. Low 65-69.

Tuesday
Scattered storms. 
High 79-83. Low 66-
70.

Wednesday
Scattered storms. 
High 76-80. Low 65-
69.

TODAY’S LOTTERY
Lucky For Life: 23-26-31-35-46.
Lucky Ball: 12.
Poker Lotto: QC-AC-JS-7D-4S.
Midday Daily 3: 1-7-8.
Midday Daily 4: 7-8-0-4.
Daily 3: 2-4-8.
Daily 4: 4-7-5-4.
Fantasy 5: 06-07-10-22-26; 3-17-20-22-30.
Keno: 07-13-15-16-22-28-38-44-50-52-53-
59-60-61-64-65-67-69-73-74-76-78.
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Sioux and Cheyenne warriors.
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Corunna 
council 

once again 
shorthanded

By GREYSON STEELE
Argus-Press Staff Writer

CORUNNA — The Corunna City 
Council is once again grappling with 
two vacancies following the resigna-
tion of  first ward council member Pat 
Belmer.

Belmer’s departure comes as he 
moves out of  the city. He served his fi-
nal meeting as a member of  the coun-
cil Monday.

“I have enjoyed my time on the 
council and have learned a lot from fel-
low members and staff,” Belmer wrote 
in a memo to council, adding “I want 
to commend that staff for how well the 
city is run.”

Belmer’s resignation, which formal-
ly takes effect June 28, is the second 
in three months for the Corunna City 
Council. Mayor Pro Tem Mike White 
stepped down from his third ward seat 
in March as he, too, moved out of  the 
city.

To be eligible to 
apply for a particu-
lar seat, an individu-
al must be a resident 
of  the city for at least 
two years, have estab-
lished residency in 
the ward he or she is 
applying for and be at 
least 18 years old, ac-
cording to city clerk 
Nichole Cowdrey.

All candidates go before the coun-
cil for consideration. Belmer’s seat 
represents the area south of  the Shi-
awassee River and west of  Shiawassee 
Street. White’s seat represents resi-
dents north of  the river.

“This puts us where we were a few 
years ago where it was really kind of  
challenging because if  anybody miss-
es, other than the mayor, then we don’t 
have a quorum,” city manager Joe 
Sawyer said Wednesday.

Unlike neighboring cities Owos-
so and Durand, Corunna is divided 
into three wards, which determine its 
council representation. Only two coun-
cil members may live in a single ward, 
with representation split equally be-
tween the three areas of  the city.

City residents vote for all council 
candidates, regardless of  which ward 
they live in. Council members serve 

Solar complaints flare

Argus-Press Photo/Greyson Steele 
A PORTION OF the Assembly Solar Project is shown at the intersection of New Lothrop and Cronk roads Thursday. Venice 
Township residents are calling upon the Shiawassee County Planning Commission to revise its zoning ordinance to curb 
future solar developments.

Venice Twp. residents tell county to stop solar plans
By GREYSON STEELE
Argus-Press Staff Writer

VENICE TWP. — A number 
of  Venice Township residents 
are voicing their opposition 
to future solar developments 
in the area, calling upon the 
Shiawassee County Planning 
Commission to thoroughly 
review and revise its existing 
zoning ordinance regulating 
solar projects.

There are currently no so-
lar projects up for consider-
ation by the planning commis-
sion, but township resident 
Tammy Dasen said she dis-
covered neighboring property 
owners are entering into lease 
agreements with a solar devel-
oper.

Venice Township is already 
home to a portion of  Ranger 
Power’s $250-million Assem-

bly Solar Project, which is 
expected to be complete some-
time this year. If  Dasen and 
others have their way, it’ll be 
the last project to take root in 
the township.

“You can’t take back what 
was lost in the county when 
you voted in January 2019 to 
advance the Assembly Solar 
Project, but you can now afford 
others who will be affected by 
the encroachment of  future 
projects a chance to protect 
their way of  life,” Dasen told 
commissioners Wednesday.

The planning commission 
unanimously approved Rang-
er Power’s special use permit 
for the Assembly Solar proj-
ect in January 2019. The so-
lar farm is being developed 
across a sprawling 1,200-acre 
area — including parts of  Ha-
zelton and Venice townships 

— leased from eight area land-
owners, for a minimum of  20 
years, and a maximum of  40.

Ranger Power received ap-
proval for an additional 700 
acres for the solar array in 
May 2020, though not all of  
that added acreage will be de-
veloped due to setbacks, wet-
lands and trees, officials said. 
The added parcels are primar-
ily scattered west of  M-13 in 
Venice Township, per the site 
plan.

A separate $30-million, 200-
acre solar development led by 
North Carolina-based Pine 
Gate Renewables is currently 
under construction in Caledo-
nia Township. The site extends 
from Cornell Road south to 
Lyons Road and will abut the 
Crestview subdivision along 
the northeast corner of  the 
project. Construction will be 

complete in December, offi-
cials said previously.

Dasen said she began to 
grow suspicious of  neighbor-
ing property owners’ activity 
earlier this year. A brief  search 
of  online records uncovered 11 
lease agreements with Bell So-
lar LLC in the western portion 
of  the township, she said, with 
affected properties extending 
northward from Goodall Road 
to Shipman Road as well as 
east and west of  Vernon Road. 
Leases also extend into Cale-
donia Township, she said.

Dasen and husband Dan 
relayed concerns over future 
solar projects to the county 
board of  commissioners June 
17, asking commissioners to 
place a moratorium on future 
solar developments in the 

Hazelton Township halts new solar development
By SALLY YORK

Argus-Press Staff Writer

HAZELTON TWP. — A lo-
cal businessman’s campaign to 
stop a second solar farm from 
going up in the township ap-
pears to have succeeded, with 
township officials recently 
imposing a year-long morato-
rium on any new solar farms.

Hazelton Township leaders 
are also working toward the 
township taking control of  its 
own planning and zoning de-
cisions, which until now have 
rested with Shiawassee Coun-
ty.

“Hazelton Township, we 
have done our part,” Wheeler 
Trucking owner Rex Wheel-
er said Thursday. “We have 
solar coming 2 miles into our 
township. We do not want any 
more.”

County officials previous-
ly changed zoning rules, pav-
ing the way for the county’s 
first solar farm — the largest 
in Michigan, built by Ranger 
Power.

Assembly Solar is invest-
ing $250 million and covering 
1,900 acres of  one-time farm 
fields and vacant land in Ha-
zelton and Venice townships, 
between Lennon and New Lo-
throp.

When word got out that the 

Brooklyn, New York-based 
Ranger Power was looking into 
building a second solar farm in 
the area, Wheeler launched a 
drive to stop it.

He previously told The Ar-
gus-Press he believed it was 
wrong to locate a new solar 
farm in an area of  homes, 
and that such a move would 
reduce home values, provide 
insufficient buffering of  the 
farm from homes and possibly 
cause long-term soil contami-
nation.

Wheeler personally paid 
for the 2,200 “no solar farms” 
signs that are posted in yards 
throughout the area, and has 
800 more signs going into the 
ground soon, he said.

He and about 50 residents 
showed up at a recent town-
ship board meeting to express 
their concerns about solar 
farms, and board members 
were responsive.

“We’re responsible to our 
citizens and we try to rep-
resent the people as long is 
it’s not illegal or unethical,” 
Township Supervisor James 
Sheridan said Thursday.

“I believe the feeling of  the 
township was that we’re being 
overrun by solar panels. They 
don’t like the looks of  them, 
and they are concerned there 
could be a long-term, bad ef-

fect on the soil,” the supervi-
sor continued. “We’ve already 
got a lot of  them and we don’t 
want any more.”

The only people who have 
expressed support for another 
solar farm, Sheridan said, “are 
those who think they’re going 
to get a lot of  money for leases 
(allowing a solar farm on their 
properties). Most of  them are 
carpetbaggers — they own 
land here but don’t live here.”

Sheridan said the town-
ship’s attorney, from a Grand 
Rapids law firm, told them 

they could legally place a mor-
atorium on solar farms, even 
though currently the town-
ship’s zoning and planning 
authority lies with the county.

He said the township has 
informed county officials 
about the moratorium, and so 
far they have heard no objec-
tions from them.

The township has begun go-
ing through the state’s process 
for forming a township plan-
ning and zoning commission, 

Argus-Press Photo/Sally York
A SIGN supplied by businessman Rex Wheeler issues a 
call to block solar farms in the area.

See HAZELTON on Page 3

See SOLAR on Page 3

PAT
BELMER

Mich. bill to end 
unemployment 

benefit faces veto
By DAVID EGGERT

Associated Press

LANSING — Republican lawmak-
ers voted Thursday to stop a $300 week-
ly federal supplement that is added to 
unemployed workers’ benefits in Mich-
igan, though the measure is expected 
to be vetoed when it reaches Democrat-
ic Gov. Gretchen Whitmer.

The GOP-controlled Legislature 
passed the bill on party lines, 19-16 in 
the Senate and 59-49 in the House. It 
would require the $300 pandemic ben-
efit to end July 31.

Supporters have said the supple-
ment, which is on top of  the maximum 
state benefit of  $362 a week, discourag-
es people from rejoining the workforce. 
It is due to cease Sept. 4 under federal 
law. About half  of  states, nearly all of  
them with Republican governors, have 
opted to end the extra benefit early.

“It doesn’t make any sense for the 
federal government to pay people not 
to work when we’ve moving the state 
back to normal,” Rep. Beth Griffin, a 

See RESIGN on Page 3

See BENEFITS on Page 3
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WEATHER
STATISTICS
In the Shiawassee 

area Wednesday, the 
high was83 and the low 
63.

At 9:15 a.m. this 
morning, the Shiawassee 
River in Owosso was at 
3.5 feet. The temperature 
was 76.

THE FORECAST - THE WEEK AHEAD

Friday
Sun/cloud mix. High 
70-74. Low 50-54.

Saturday
Isolated storms. High 
76-80. Low 57-61.

Sunday
Sun/clouds mix. High 
72-76. Low 51-55.

Monday
Partly cloudy. High 72-
76. Low 53-57.

Tuesday
Mainly sunny. High 
75-79. Low 56-60.

TODAY’S LOTTERY
Classic Lotto 47: 05-06-07-31-38-42
Lucky For Life: 17-20-26-44-48 LB: 5
Poker Lotto: 2C-6C-10C-5H-8H
Midday Daily 3: 5-4-5
Midday Daily 4: 1-2-9-2
Daily 3: 1-9-0
Daily 4: 4-3-1-7
Fantasy 5: 04-13-15-22-39; 08-11-12-15-31
Keno: 02-11-19-20-23-25-26-31-34-36-37-
38-39-44-45-46-48-57-60-63-69-73
Powerball: 25-30-53-59-60 PB: 5 PP: 3
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Moving Forward
The Senate has voted to begin 

work on a nearly $1 trillion
 infrastructure package.
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Vaccine Push
President Joe Biden will announce 

today that federal workers must prove 
vaccination or submit to testing.
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Bassist Dies
Dusty Hill, a founding member of the 
bearded rockers ZZ Top, died in his 

sleep at age 72.
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NASA Founded
In 1958, President Dwight D. 

Eisenhower signed the 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Act, creating NASA. 

Visit The Argus-Press
on Facebook

Get updates about local 
news events from @argus-
press on Twitter

Subscribe to sections of 
The Argus-Press website 
via rss feeds

MDHHS reports continuing low levels of COVID-19 in county
The Argus-Press

LANSING — State officials 
Wednesday in their most recent 
update said 1,762 Michigan resi-
dents contracted COVID-19 from 
Saturday to Tuesday.

Along with the new con-
firmed cases, there were 19 con-
firmed deaths statewide.

In Shiawassee County, the 
Michigan Department of  Health 
and Human Services said there 
now have been 5,778 confirmed 
cases and 108 deaths.

MDHHS says the county has 
seen just two confirmed cases 
July 21, 22, 24 and 25, and one on 
the 23rd.

The CDC Data Tracker says 
the county has had 22 cases 

in the past seven days (32 per 
100,000), a 214 percent increase 
from its previous update.

The Shiawassee County 
Health Department only pro-
vides updates every two weeks. 
MDHHS updates statistics twice 
each week.

Overall, MDHHS says the 
state has seen 901,683 confirmed 
COVID-19 cases and 19,902 
deaths.

MDHHS said this week that 
COVID-19 testing, which had 
been below the 3 percent thresh-
hold considered an indicator 
of  community spread, how is 
trending above 5 percent this 
week, reaching 5.11 percent 
Monday.

Testing was at 2.48 percent 

positive as late as July 15. 
Memorial Healthcare again 

this week reported no COVID-19 
patients. This past winter, the 
facility had reported as many as 
20.

This week, the CDC an-
nounced it is recommending 
everyone, including vaccinated 
individuals, to wear masks in-
doors if  they are in areas where 
there is a substantial or high 
transmission rate of  the virus.

Nearly half  of  all U.S. coun-
ties are rated as high risk areas 
and 16.8 percent are substantial 
risk.

The CDC Data Tracker indi-
cates most of  Michigan is at a 

COVID19 
transmis-
sion risks for 
counties in 
Michigan. 
Shiawassee 
County is 
outlined in 
gray.

Courtesy Graphic
CDCSee COVID on Page 3

By JOSH CHAMPLIN
Argus-Press Staff Writer

CORUNNA — Thir-
ty-fifth Circuit Court Judge 
Matthew Stewart Wednes-
day denied bond for an 
Owosso woman accused 
of  stabbing to death her 
ex-boyfriend in October 
2019.

Jennifer Monroe, 40, 
attended Wednesday’s mo-
tion hearing to consider a 
request to grant a person-
al recognizance bond, and 
to prohibit the Shiawassee 
County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice from using statements 
Monroe made to hospital 
staff following her arrest, or 
Monroe’s medical history.

Stewart, however, ruled 
that even though Monroe 
has no prior criminal histo-

ry, she rep-
resented a 
danger to 
herself  as 
well as the 
communi-
ty, noting 
she severe-
ly harmed 
herself  af-
ter the al-
leged mur-

der of  Kevin Parker.
“The proof  is evident,” 

Stewart said. “The court 
understands there is a con-
fession in this matter… The 
court has to consider be-
yond public safety, namely 
the defendant’s own safety.”

Stewart also ruled that 
Monroe’s statements to 
hospital staff can be used as 
evidence at trial unless de-
fense attorneys file an addi-
tional motion, but that her 
medical records will not be 
admissible. Monroe’s trial 
is scheduled for October in 
circuit court.

When Monroe was 
charged with Parker’s mur-
der, her defense attorneys 
filed notice they would 
present an insanity defense. 
After Monroe’s psychiatric 
evaluation, they withdrew 
that notice. The results of  
Monroe’s evaluation have 
not yet been made public, 
but she was deemed compe-
tent to stand trial in Febru-

Murder 
suspect 
denied 
bond

JENNIFER 
MONROE

See DENIED on Page 3

Morrice finalizes superintendent post, 
turns toward principal position

By GREYSON STEELE
Argus-Press Staff Writer

MORRICE — Rob Pouch understands the 
importance of  stability. It’s one of  the many 
reasons he’s viewed as the right man to lead 
Morrice Area Schools as superintendent.

Pouch was unanimously selected by the 
district’s board of  education July 21, and 
now has agreed to a two-year contract with 
an annual salary of  $110,500. He attended his 

first board meeting as su-
perintendent Wednesday.

“I’m excited to be here 
and work with the board, 
work with the students, get 
to know the staff and com-
munity,” Pouch said mo-
ments after Wednesday’s 
meeting. “I’m excited to 
serve them. I’m excited to 
help them reach those goals 

that they set and make sure we’re keeping 
students first and, ultimately, increasing 
student achievement.”

The move to hire Pouch comes on the 
heels of  Superintendent Michelle Falcon’s 
surprise resignation. Falcon stepped down 
June 30, prompting the board to conduct 
its fourth superintendent search since 2016, 
and the second in less than a year.

ROB 
POUCH See MORRICE on Page 3

Renewing a cravin’ for Cajun

By SALLY YORK
Argus-Press Staff Writer

OWOSSO — After closing for 
16 months due to the pandemic, 
the award-winning restaurant 
Lula’s Louisiana Cookhouse 
and its sister lounge Lily Pearl’s 
will start serving customers 
again on Friday.

John Beilfuss, co-owner with 
wife Morgan, and the restau-
rant’s executive chef, said he’s 
thrilled to be back in business. 
Patrons, too, are thrilled: Res-
ervations have been pouring in 
— 300 in the first 45 minutes — 
since phone lines opened Mon-
day. Large parties are booked as 
far ahead as October.

“I am so incredibly blessed by 
the support we’ve had from our 
community of  patrons,” Beil-
fuss said today at the restaurant, 
where employees were busy get-
ting ready for the reopening. 
“It’s very exciting to start out 
with this great staff.”

Leading the kitchen will be 
Lula’s longtime chef  de cuisine 
John Lamoreaux, and front-of-
house manager and head mix-
ologist Bree Thomas. Just about 
all of  Lula’s former servers are 
back, along with some new faces 
in the kitchen and bar.

“I’m a small amount of  ner-
vous but it’s overcome by the 
excitement of  being back,” Lam-
oreaux said.

A lot has changed since 
March 14, 2020, the last day Lu-
la’s served meals. Many updates 
have been made, including a re-
built and reconfigured kitchen 

aimed at speeding up serving 
times, a dozen additional beer 
taps and other improvements.

The menu has been tempo-
rarily streamlined — the result 
of  continuing limited food sup-
plies caused by the pandemic. 
However, still available are such 
patron favorites as Lula’s fa-
mous fried chicken dinner, vot-
ed Michigan’s Best by Mlive and 
Best in America by media fran-
chise Eat This, Not That!

Beef  alone is twice the price 
it used to be, Beilfuss said, 
prompting him to leave steak off 
the menu for now, not wanting 

to charge his customers $50 for 
a slab of  beef. However, menu 
prices have gone up.

“We had to do it because 
there are huge shortages and 
our costs have gone up,” he said.

Another missing-for-now 
item is Lily Pearl’s most popular 
cocktail, the Aviation. The rea-
son? The brand of  creme de vio-
lette the bar uses is not current-
ly available, and no substitute is 
good enough for Beilfuss, whose 
exacting quality standards in-
clude making everything from 
scratch.

Finally, “we won’t be doing 

any carryout initially,” he said. 
“We want to make sure our in-
house customers are served per-
fectly.”

Beilfuss, who with his wife 
works in real estate, said he nev-
er once considered closing Lula’s 
permanently, even during the 
darkest periods of  the pandemic.

“We just battened down the 
hatches and paid our bills to 
keep the lights on,” Beilfuss 
said. “I was most concerned 
about the employees, until the 
unemployment programs kept 

Argus-Press Photo/Sally York
FROM LEFT, front-of-house manager Bree Thomas, owner John Beilfuss and kitchen manager 
John Lamoreaux pose Wednesday for a photo behind the bar at Lula’s Louisiana Cookhouse/
Lily Pearl’s Lounge in downtown Owosso. The award-winning eatery is reopening Friday after 
being closed for 16 months due to COVID-19.

Lula’s to 
reopen 
Friday

See LULA’S on Page 3


