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It started 14 years 
ago at Founders Day 
with a comment Woody 
Raymond made about 
how good his own bean 
soup was. The next year, 
in 2008, he was asked 
to put it to the test by 

preparing the bean soup 
for the event himself.

“The first year was 
pretty chaotic since I 
didn’t know what the 
hell I was doing,” Woody 
said.

The following year, 
he was more prepared, 
and by the third year, 
he had many returning 
customers, some driving 
from the Detroit area.

Sandy Hogan, of 
Midland, said she isn’t a 

‘Bean Man’ ready to hand off the spoon

TEREASA NIMS
for the Daily News

Woody has been a 
Founders Day favorite 
for 13 years

It’s been two years since Midland High School 
hosted its inaugural “Victory Day,” and organizer 
Diane Sugnet is excited that the event is finally 
about to arrive again.

“It just brings joy and inspiration to everyone,” 
Sugnet said.

After Victory Day was canceled a year ago due to 
the pandemic, the event will return this Monday at 
4 p.m. at Midland Community Stadium. It will last 
approximately one hour and will be followed by a 
varsity soccer game.

Victory Day brings together student-athletes and 

‘Victory Day’ returns 
Monday after one-
year hiatus

DAN CHALK
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Brings together Midland High athletes, 
special needs students

Initially, Jim Crissman and his 
friends had an interest to build a 
mountain bike trail 20 years ago.

Crissman connected with 
Midland City Parks and Recre-
ation and started flagging a sin-
gle-track trail in City Forest on 
Sept. 11, 2001.

From there, Crissman and a 
dozen or so volunteers would head 
out to the trail on the weekend 
and clear the section of the trail 
that he had laid out -- moving 
logs, pruning trees, and trimming 
brush until the group had a new 
section of the trail to utilize.

“It was all volunteer labor,” 
Crissman said. “So, by the next 
spring, we had a celebration to 

open the trail. We had the North 
Loop and the South Loop done, 
and that was eight miles.”

With other loops built and slight 
reroutes completed over the years, 
the single-track trail has reached 
out to 16 miles with about 50 
bridges scattered along the trail, 
Crissman said.

Over the years, the City of 
Midland, which operates City 
Forest, has added bridges along 
the way and has made improve-
ments as needed. Crissman said he 
has done the same over the last 20 
years, too.

“We just keep improving it 
whenever there’s erosion, wherever 
mud holes develop. We armor the 
trail as appropriate with either 
wooden bridges or concrete,” 
Crissman said. “We use recycled 

sidewalk to armor the hills where 
we’re getting a lot of sand erosion. 
We break up the concrete into 
manageable-sized chunks, roughly 
two feet square, and turn them 
upside down. (We lay) them rough 
side up, we lay them in to armor 
those sections so there’s a durable, 
grippy surface for people to walk 
or ride a bike.”

The trail has continued to 
improve so much over the last 
two decades that Crissman said 
whenever he calls Parks Supervi-
sor Bart Heil, there is usually one 
joke and a message:

“Keep working on the trail.”
“We get more bang for our buck 

out of this trail than anything 
else we do,” Crissman recalls Heil 
saying. “With volunteer labor, 

On the trail: City Forest Trails 
celebrating 20-year anniversary
AUSTIN CHASTAIN
austin.chastain@hearstnp.com

The Sanford Founders Day setup got a lot of help 
when the Meridian junior varsity football players 
showed up Wednesday to move picnic tables, sweep 
buildings and do whatever else was needed.

The annual helping hand event normally involves 
the varsity football team as well, but the varsity 
team was not available due to being quarantined, 
according to teacher J Cole. Thus, the junior varsity 
team did double the chores.

“Any chance to not run more,” joked Cole about 
why the team wanted to help. “No, they come here 
on Founders Day and see (the importance of) their 
work.”

Cole said it’s important for the students to see 

Meridian football 
players lend a hand 
with Founders Day
TEREASA NIMS
for the Daily News

‘I really want to give back to the community’

The COVID-19 pandemic still 
looming over Midland County, and 
its jail population reflects that.

During the last year and a half, 
since the start of the pandemic, 
the Midland County Jail has been 

at half its capacity, said Midland 
County Sheriff Myron Greene. 
Reasons for this range from slowed 
court systems to capacity limits.

“We’ve had to learn how to adjust 
our intake to manage the number of 
inmates within the facility to be able 
to move them around, (to) keep the 
inmates safe and the workers safe so 
that we do not unnecessarily expose 
anybody to COVID,” Greene said.

As of Sept. 7, the jail’s population 
was at 143, Greene said. The jail’s 
pre-pandemic capacity was 274.

One reason for the decrease in 
population were arrest and bond 
reform laws in April of this year, 
which require law enforcement to 
issue appearance citations rather 
than arrests for minor offenses, 
Greene said.

Greene, who took office in 
January, said the previous sheriff’s 
administration limited jail intake to 
instances where those apprehended 
were at fault in a crime or posed a 

Midland County Jail population at half capacity
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Population decrease due to 
COVID protocols

Meridian Early College High 
School junior varsity football players broke a 
sweat Wednesday when they helped set up for 
the annual Sanford Founders Day this coming 
weekend. Meridian players traditionally help with 
the setup each year, and organizers say their help is 
much needed. (Tereasa Nims/for the Daily News)

See VICTORY, 2A

See HAND, 2A

Sharon Berkan-Dent, left, and Stan Dent, right, enjoy a walk with their dog, Zoey, Wednesday morning at Midland City 
Forest. For more photos, visit www.ourmidland.com. (Katy Kildee/kkildee@mdn.net)

Woody 
Raymond, the 
“Bean Man,” 
is preparing 
for his 13th 
year of making 
the famous 
bean soup 
for Sanford’s 
Founders Day 
this weekend. He 
is also looking 
for someone else 
to take over the 
job. (Tereasa 
Nims/for the 
Daily News)See BEAN MAN, 2A

See TRAILS, 2A

See POPULATION, 2A




