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Alyssa Gethings, a 
military spouse now 
back in mid-Michigan 
after living in Hawaii, 
is opening a new yoga 
studio in Midland.

The business, Midland 
Yoga Co-op, will celebrate 

its grand opening this 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at its studio at 705 
Bayliss Street.

Originally from Bay 
City, Gethings and her 
family now reside in 
Midland, where she and 
her group of indepen-
dent yoga instructors are 
joining forces to share 
their love for the mind 
and body practice.

Gethings and her 
cohorts aim to promote 
health, wellness and 
mindfulness through 

their variety of class 
offerings.

Proponents of yoga, 
an ancient practice that 
focuses on breathing, 
flexibility and strength, 
swear by its spiritual, 
physical, mental and 
emotional benefits.

“I’m very excited to 
bring yoga to Midland,” 
Gethings said. “I’ve 
bounced around and have 
lived in Hawaii and Cal-
ifornia, where it’s quite 

New yoga studio opening in Midland

JON BECKER
for the Daily News

Midland Yoga Co-op 
has grand opening on 
Saturday

A proposal for an 
apartment complex has 

residents from one small 
neighborhood raising 
their voices.

The Midland City 
Planning Commission 
met on Tuesday at City 
Hall to discuss two 
proposed apartment site 
plans and a proposed 
street behind Costco.

One of the apartment 

plans brought residents 
to the meeting with 
concerns about increased 
traffic and the safety of 
the children who play on 
an adjacent street.

Lincoln Park Residenc-
es is a proposed complex 
by Deshano Development 
at 221 E. Patrick Road on 
the north side of Patrick, 

which is a one-way street 
running west. The site 
is one block south of the 
Creative 360 building on 
Bayliss and is adjacent to 
Lincoln Park.

Scott Bell is part of 
Lapham Associates, the 
engineering group for the 
project, and he said the 
apartments are planned 

to be subsidized for mod-
erate-income renters. 
He said there have been 
feasibility studies for 
Midland that identified 
the need for this housing.

The complex itself 
would be comprised of 
three buildings: two 
for the apartments and 
one for an office and 

community space. The 
apartment buildings 
would have 50 units 
total, with a mix of sin-
gle-floor apartments and 
two-story townhouses. 
There would also be a 
small playground on the 
property, Bell said.

The property is 46,997 

Midland planning commission discusses apartments, new street
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Residents concerned 
about proposed 
apartment complex

Two Midland organizations will 
receive a significant financial boost, 
according to the state’s new fiscal 
year 2022 budget. The Greater 
Midland Community Center will 
receive $6.5 million, while $5 million 
will go to Midland Center for the 
Arts.

“The new state budget, approved 
this week with broad bipartisan 
support, will help families and com-
munities across our state – partic-
ularly our community,” said Rep. 

Annette Glenn, R-Midland, who 
helped secure the funding. “We face 
unique challenges and will receive 
unique support. The Community 
Center and the Center for the Arts 
both make Midland a better place to 
live, work and raise a family. These 
grants will help both operate at full 
strength.”

When Midland Center for the 
Arts (MCFTA) President and CEO 
Terri Trotter heard the news, she 
said she was so excited that her jaw 
dropped.

“The support from the state is 
helpful and I’m appreciative of (Sen. 
Jim) Stamas and Glenn. They’ve 
spent a lot of time at the center and 
are engaged,” Trotter said.

The MCFTA continues to deal 

with the aftermath of the 2020 flood 
that damaged its main building as 
well as the Midland County Histor-
ical Society. The two biggest chal-
lenges they face are restoring elec-
tricity to the Alden B. Dow Museum 
of Science & Art and the office wing, 
and finding a home for items from 
the Historical Society as refurbish-
ments take place.

The MCFTA is wading through 
the FEMA process to obtain funding 
and is seeking help from repre-
sentatives at the federal level of 
government. All of the $5 million 
will go toward building repairs and 
upgrades.

“It’s really going to be helpful to 

Center for Arts, Community Center 
to receive millions in state funding
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Money will go toward 
repairing, improving buildings

In the neighborly spirit
Sharon Mortensen, president and CEO of the Midland Area Community Foundation, second from right, chats with 
guests during the organization’s Neighboring Week event Thursday morning in Midland. Neighboring Week, a project 
created by the MACF’s Cultural Awareness Coalition, has been recognized as the last week in September since 2018. 
(Katy Kildee/kkildee@mdn.net)

Only one month now separates tennis fans 
from the 33rd Dow Tennis Classic.

The annual tournament, traditionally played 
in February, has a new timeframe -- running 
Oct. 31-Nov. 7 at the Greater Midland Tennis 
Center.

Initially, the change from February to 
November was a postponement due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, said DTC tournament 
director Alex Maga.

“We were looking into what the COVID 
climate (looked like) and how to host people in 
February,” Maga said. “So, we made a decision 
about a year ago to postpone the Tennis Classic 
and push it out a little bit to late summer, early 
fall to allow for a little bit of additional time 
to hope that our state, country and the world 
overall would get to a better place.”

But the decision to postpone the event then 
opened up the opportunity to host the tourna-
ment in the fall for the next three years. Along 
the way, the tournament has been elevated from 
the United States Tennis Association (USTA) to 
the Women’s Tennis Association (WTA).

While the move to the global women’s tennis 
governing body is unrelated to the schedule 
change, the WTA and the DTC have signed a 
contract to solidify the November date for the 

Causing a racket: 
Organizers ready 
for return of Dow 
Tennis Classic
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Tickets go on sale Oct. 1; tournament runs 
Oct. 31-Nov. 7

See FUNDING, 3A

See TENNIS, 3A

See COMMISSION, 3A

Spectators applaud during the award ceremony for 
the Dow Tennis Classic singles tournament Sunday, 
Feb. 9, 2020 at the Greater Midland Tennis Center. 
(Katy Kildee/kkildee@mdn.net)

Midland Yoga Co-op sits on Sept. 30 at 705 Bayliss Street. 
The Yoga studio will have its grand opening Saturday, Oct. 
2. (AMullin@hearstnp.com)See YOGA, 7A
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