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During a global pandemic in an 
area recovering from a flood, John 
Engler of Sanford walked away from 

a stable job to start a new church.
“This could either go really, really 

great,” Engler said. “Or this could go 
really, really bad.”

The intent of the church is for 
people to spiritually feed each other 
and help meet each other’s needs 

while serving God.
“Its emphasis is on the idea of 

serving one God and putting our 
differences aside,” said Engler of 
ONECHURCH, a congregational 
church which is expected to open in 
Sanford on Nov 7.

Engler, a former Midland First 
United Methodist Church youth 
pastor who is originally from 
Beaverton, said he doesn’t want the 

‘Taking a leap of faith’: Sanford 
man starting new church

TEREASA NIMS
For the Daily News

‘Its emphasis is on the idea of 
serving one God and putting 
our differences aside’

As Neighboring Week 
kicks off on Monday, 
Midland residents are 
encouraged to get to 
know each other better 

and help build a stronger 
community. Among those 
who call the Midland 
area home are groups 
who may have a different 
approach but want to 
play an active part all the 
same: the blind and deaf 
communities.

Communities 
within communities

According to the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 

5.9% of Americans are 
deaf or hard of hearing 
and 4.6% are blind or 
have serious difficulty 
seeing. In Michigan, 7% 
of residents are deaf or 
hard of hearing while 4% 
are blind or have serious 
difficulty seeing, even 
when wearing glasses. 
Among the roughly 
41,000 residents of the 
city of Midland, 8.5% of 
individuals under the age 
of 65 live with a disabil-
ity, according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau.

“We believe that dis-
abilities are a natural 
part of the human expe-
rience,” said Kelsey 
Hockaday, quality 
assurance coordinator 
at Disability Network of 
Mid-Michigan.

September happens 
to be Deaf Awareness 
Month, highlighting and 
celebrating the diversity 
of the deaf and hard of 
hearing community. 
Some deaf individuals 

How Midland is working to be friendly 
to our deaf and blind neighbors

VICTORIA RITTER
vritter@mdn.net

Working to build inclusive neighborhoods

At the end of the second week of the community 
campaign, United Way continues to gain 
momentum. Pledges totaled $1,897,557, repre-
senting 40% of the overall campaign goal of $4.7 
million.

In addition to corporations, local businesses, 
nonprofits and individuals who lend their support, 
local family foundations play a vital role in creating 
real and lasting change in the community. Their 
impact will be featured during the campaign. Today, 
we focus on the Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foun-
dation.

On Sept. 15, 2021, The Herbert H. and Grace A. 
Dow Foundation awarded a $1.25 million grant 
payable over two years as a 50 cents: $1 match, 
payable as $750,000 in 2022 and $500,000 in 
2023. Eligible gifts from individuals who make 
a first-time donation, increase their donation, or 
sustain their prior year donation will be matched 
with 50 cents for each dollar donated to United Way 
of Midland County. 

“Our trustees are honored to continue their 
investment in the vision that United Way created to 
unite our community,” shared Dr. Ruth Alden Doan, 
president and trustee of The Herbert H. and Grace 
A. Dow Foundation. “We are grateful to be able 
to sustain this vital work by providing matching 
dollars to support gifts made by donors that share 
that vision.”

The foundation was established by Grace A. Dow, 
in memory of her husband Dr. Herbert H. Dow, “for 
religious, charitable, scientific, literary, or educa-
tional purposes for the public benefaction of the 

Week 2: United Way 
Campaign is gaining 
momentum
Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation 
recognized for creating real and lasting 
change

Midland City Council will vote on Tridge work 
Monday.

The board will meet at 7 p.m. Monday, Sept. 27, 
at Midland City Hall to discuss whether to accept a 
donation from the Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation 
for staining and painting the Midland landmark. 
This would also set a public regarding amending the 
budget to adjust the Fiscal Year 2021-22 city budget 
to reflect this project.

The city approached the Gerstacker Foundation to 
assist with the funding. The maintenance would cost 
$174,500, which the foundation would pay in full.

JR Heineman & Sons, Inc. of Saginaw would 
be the company to conduct this maintenance. 
According to the meeting agenda, the city previously 
worked with JR Heineman on previous Tridge main-
tenance in 2017, and city park staff is happy to work 
with company again.

If approved by council, the public hearing would 
be set for the Oct. 11 council meeting.

Also on Monday, council will vote on a downtown 
Community Night of Worship event on Oct. 9, and 
a contract with Consumers Energy for LED street-
lights for Cambridge Street. The full meeting agenda 
can be viewed on the city’s website.

Midland City Council 
to discuss Tridge 
maintenance Monday

ANDREW MULLIN
AMullin@hearstnp.com

Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation offered 
donation for staining and painting this 
Midland landmark

Facing an increased demand 
for their services and a shortage 

of employees, child care providers 
are continuing to do their best to 
give high-quality care, said Andrea 
Secrease, executive director of 
Greater Midland North Family 
Center and Coleman Family Center 
and the executive lead for early 
childhood for the Greater Midland 
network.

“I’m extremely proud of our 
Greater Midland team,” Secrease 
said. “We have a lot of dedicated 
teachers that have never stopped 
working during the pandemic and 
are still going today. They have 
provided a sense of belonging (for 

Persevering: Child care providers 
dealing with many challenges

DAN CHALK
chalk@hearstnp.com

New state budget could 
bring some relief

Jeanenne Heye comforts a baby Thursday afternoon at the Greater Midland Community Center’s early childhood 
center in Midland. (Katy Kildee/kkildee@mdn.net)
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