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The recent steady 
rainfall, which is 
expected to continue 
into this weekend, has 
sparked the question: 
Is our area at risk for a 
f looding event?

According to the 
National Weather 

Service (NWS), most of 
the rainfall is located 
in southeast Michigan 
this week, and there are 
no concerns regarding 
f looding in the Midland 
area.

Residents in Midland 
and Gladwin counties 
can be at ease although 
some rainfall is 
expected to continue 
into this weekend. As of 
2:30 p.m. Thursday, the 
NWS projects a chance 
of rain late Friday night 
early Saturday morning. 

But dryer weather is 
expected into later 
Saturday morning and 
early afternoon.

The Four Lakes Task 
Force said the water 
levels for Smallwood 
and Secord dams have 
risen slightly during the 
recent rainfall and are 
expected to continue to 
rise.

“Edenville and 
Sanford dams are not 
holding back water and 

Dams, river system OK after this week’s rainfall

TESS DEGAYNER
tess.degayner@hearstnp.
com

Local officials discuss 
recent weather

While they would seem to be on opposite sides 
in one respect, two local — and very passionate — 
groups are very much on the same team to turn out 
blood donors.

“Mask Up MPS” and “Parents Against MPS 
Mask Mandate” are co-sponsoring one of a series 
of blood drives in Midland on Tuesday, Sept. 28 at 
Midland Church of the Nazarene at 5700 Jefferson 
Avenue.

Mask Up MPS and Parents Against MPS Mask 
Mandate both have private groups on Facebook, 
with the former indicating a membership of 355 
people and the latter a membership of 784 people.

According to Versiti Blood Center of Michigan, 
there is a critical need for blood and certain 
blood types are down to less than a one-day 
supply. Versiti hopes to draw 100 donors over four 
upcoming blood drives:

Friday, Sept. 24 – Midland Center for the Arts 
from 1 to 6 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 28 – Midland Church of the 
Nazarene from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 29 – MidMichigan Medical 
Center from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 29 – Midland Brewing 
Company from 2 to 7 p.m.

Donors are encouraged to eat a healthy meal and 
drink plenty of water before donation.

To determine if you are eligible to give blood, call 
616-233-8642.

They’re out for blood: 
Unlikely partners 
team up to fight 
blood shortage

DAN CHALK
chalk@mdn.net

‘Parents Against MPS Mask Mandate,’ 
‘Mask Up MPS’ co-sponsoring blood 
drive in Midland Tuesday

Meet local firefighters 
and rescue crews during 
the Tittabawassee Fire 
and Rescue Open House, 
set for 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 25, at the 
public safety building 
located at 355 Church St. 
in Freeland.

The department is 
celebrating their 85th 
year. There will be hot 
dogs, chips, beverages, 

and fire prevention activ-
ities. There will be fun 
activities for kids, a Jaws 
of Life demonstration, 

and many other activ-
ities. Police will also 
be around to talk with, 
Sparky the fire dog may 

stop in, and Fireman Don 
will be around to greet 
attendees.

Norm Jennings, of 
Midland, said his sons, 
ages 5 and 6, attended 
this event in the past.

“It made them love fire-
fighters even more and 
found they could trust 
police,” Jennings said. 
“They immediately came 
home and started making 
an evacuation plan.”

Jennings said both 
sons wanted to drive the 
fire engine.

For Saturday’s event, 
parking will be available 
at the Freeland Learning 
Center.

Public invited to meet first 
responders at Freeland event

TEREASA NIMS
For the Daily News

Tittabawassee Fire 
and Rescue open 
house set for Saturday

A Midland group is one step closer to making 
Midland a city of peace.

The Nonviolent Peaceforce Midland Chapter 
held a celebration of the United Nations Interna-
tional Day of Peace on Tuesday at Creative 360. 
Midland leaders spoke at the event about the 
work they have been doing in the community to 
make it more equitable.

Midland Peaceforce leader Jeanne Schaller 
said the group has been working since January 
on an application to the United Nations. This 
application will make the city of Midland an 
international city of peace.

Schaller said Sept. 21 is recognized as the 
International Day of Peace by the United 
Nations, who established it about 40 years ago. 
Nonviolent Peaceforce is an international orga-
nization that trains people from around the 
world and to “transform the world’s response to 
conflict.” The Midland Chapter was initiated in 

Midland leaders
gather for peace
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Community group work towards making 
Midland a city of peace

While COVID-19 has surpassed 
the 1918 influenza in terms of fatali-
ties, local health authorities are still 
dedicated to mitigating the seasonal 
flu. The Midland County Health 
Department is preparing for cold 

and flu season as it 
coincides with the 
ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic.

According to Cathy 
Bodnar, medical 
director for the 
Midland County 
Department of Public 
Health, the 2020 

flu season arrived later than usual 
due to the mitigation efforts of 
the COVID-19 virus. Now that the 

general public has grown tired of 
social distancing and wearing masks, 
she expects more cases of flu this 
year.

The health department has seen 
a relatively low turnout at its past 
two flu vaccination clinics on Sept. 
16 and 22, inoculating 16 and 104 
individuals, respectively. Bodnar 
explained that a robust flu clinic 
dispenses between 200 and 250 
doses; however, she expects that most 

Midland medical director discusses 
flu season and COVID boosters

VICTORIA RITTER
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No local COVID booster shots 
available at this time

Creative carvings
Bill Stasinski works on a wood carving in his signature style, which features miniature houses stacked upon one 
another, during a regular gathering of wood carvers this week at Senior Services of Midland County’s Sanford Activity & 
Dining Center. For more photos, visit www.ourmidland.com. (Katy Kildee/kkildee@mdn.net)

Cathy 
Bodnar

Tittabawassee Fire and Rescue is hosting an open house 
at 11 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 25, at the public safety building 
located at 355 Church St. in Freeland. (Photo provided)

The Smallwood Dam is pictured Thursday morning in 
Gladwin. (Katy Kildee/kkildee@mdn.net)
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