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THOSE  EERIE  RED-EYED  BROOD  X 
CICADAS  HAVE  BEGUN  TO  EMERGE 
IN  SOUTHEAST  MICHIGAN.        A2

THEY’RE
BACK!
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Chris Morris illustration, Advance Local

MICHIGAN REDISTRICTING

Where do you draw the political 
line? On a website, of course.

Lauren Gibbons   lgibbon2@mlive.com

As Michigan’s first independent redis-
tricting commission looks for citizens 
to help them figure out the new political 
maps for electing members of Congress 
and of the Legislature — which used to 
have the job until voters said differently — 
anybody willing to take the time and trou-
ble can draw up a map of their own and 
post it for inspection.
Public input on the maps is baked into 

the process — at this stage, commission-
ers are fanning out for hearings around 
the state through July 1. Their goal is to get 
at least 10,000 in-person and virtual com-
ments.
To that end, the commission has setup 

a web portal, at bit.ly/MapInput, that, 
in essence, lets you draw your own map 
while it does the math and helps you fol-

low the rules, such as having a roughly 
equal number of people in each district 
or identifying “communities of interest,” 
be they racial, economic or historical, to 
be grouped.
Many already have. Some have 

focused on regions or communities, 
while others have tried mapping out the 
entire state.
 ant to join them? Following are some 

tips on how to get started.

DECIDE WHAT TO DRAW
The commission — four Republican 

voters, four Democrats and five indepen-
dents randomly selected from thousands 
of applicants — is constitutionally obli-
gated to redraw the state’s congressional 
and legislative political district maps 
based on the 2020 U.S. Census data.

There are many ways to 

comment during the new 

redistricting process, 

but drawing your own 

computer-assisted map 

could be the most fun.

The Senate reopens issues of 

misconduct and use of force.

COMMEMORATING 
GEORGE FLOYD

Bipartisan bills 
push police 
changes

David Eggert   Associated Press

Michigan lawmakers unveiled bipar-
tisan bills Tuesday that would require 
updated use-of-force policies and make 
changes designed to hold police account-
able for misconduct, a year after the slay-
ing of George Floyd in Minneapolis.
The Senate legislation would, among 

other things, let a state agency revoke the 
license of an officer who has used exces-
sive force causing death or serious inju-
ries. The Michigan Commission on Law 
Enforcement Standards also would be 
required to develop guidelines for inde-
pendent investigations of officer-in-
volved deaths. 
Each law enforcement agency would 

have to adopt a use-of-force policy that 
emphasizes de-escalation techniques

SEE MICHIGAN REDISTRICTING, A5 SEE GEORGE FLOYD, A5

SPORTS

Fans back in force  
at the ‘greatest spectacle  
in racing’
Former Indianapolis 500 champion Mario Andretti, 
right, signs autographs during practice for the annual 
Memorial Day race. Indianapolis Motor Speedway is 
expecting a crowd in excess of 100,000 people for the 
105th running of this year’s event. Scott Dixon will 
lead the field to the green flag, while two-time winner 
Takuma Sato starts 15th. The race is set to start at 12:45 
p.m. Sunday.    C1

LIFE&CULTURE

Summer blockbusters  
are back — finally
Last summer, those of us who love going to the 
movies dreamed about summer 2021: that mythical 
post-pandemic time when everything would be back 
to normal and we could sit in the dark and watch 
a blockbuster movie on an enormous screen.  ell, 
summer 2021 is almost here and many multiplexes are 
back open ... but things aren’t quite normal.  hat we’ll 
find, when we return to the theaters, will be different, 
and not just in obvious ways like mask-wearing, distant 
seating and whiffs of disinfectant.   D1

ALLENDALE TOWNSHIP

Activists call 
for removal of 
Confederate 
soldier statue
A committee has suggested 

replacing it with a piece 

featuring three Union soldiers.

Michae  Kransz   mkransz@mlive.com

Now that a citizens committee has 
recommended replacing a controversial 
Civil  ar statue in Allendale Township, 
some activists and community members 
are calling on township leaders to imme-
diately remove it.
Holly Huber, co-founder of the Mich-

igan Association of Civil Rights Activ-
ists, which has advocated for the statue’s 
removal for months, thanked the com-
mittee for its recommendation during 
the Allendale Township Board of Trust-
ees meeting Monday.
“I hope that the board takes that into 

consideration and votes to immedi-
ately remove those statues,” Huber said. 
“They’re offensive, and Allendale should 
not have a Confederate statue any longer.”
The Civil  ar statue, which joins other 

sculptures representing veterans of U.S. 
wars in the township’s Garden of Honor, 
depicts a Union and Confederate sol-
dier standing back to back with a Black
SEE REPLACEMENT, A4


