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OPINION

MALLARD FILLMORE by Loren Fishman

The Shiawassee County Board of  Commissioners 
once again decided to attack The Argus-Press 
and myself  personally when I published a story 
outlining an outrageous Freedom of  Information 
Act bill for public records.

Apparently the members of  the board are Dylan Thom-
as aficionados, because 
they were certainly “rag-
ing against the dying of  
the light” at Wednesday’s 
Committee of  the Whole 
meeting.

Commissioners 
Jeremy Root and Cindy 
Garber attempted to 
excoriate me personally, 
without mentioning my 
name, regarding alleged-

ly unfair coverage. County Coordinator Brian Boggs 
specifically said I never reached out to him for comment 
on behalf  of  the county.

This is a blatant falsehood. I first emailed him request-
ing comment on the fees Monday, to clarify that I was 
reading the amount correctly, and ask him to respond.

He did respond, in a very condescending manner, and 
said he would only meet with me in the presence of  coun-
ty attorney Ryan Painter and my editor.

Boggs claimed that it would be “unethical” to cover 
the story in the first place, and would not be “unbiased” 
journalism, and that I have “known connections” to the 
individual in the story. I’ll assume he means Phillip Elli-
son, the attorney who filed the appeal.

Yes, I’ve known Ellison for several years, as well as ev-
ery single other respective judge, attorney, public official, 
and community leader, and everyone else I’ve met and 
gotten to know in Shiawassee County since starting at the 
paper in July 2018.

We call this “having sources” in journalism. The more 
you have, the better you usually are at your job and beat. 
I have learned many things from these people that have 
never been published — nor will they be, because I gave 
my word to them that we were off the record.

In fact, Boggs copied Root, Painter and County Clerk 
Caroline Wilson on the email, so they all saw and know for 
a fact that I had requested comment — twice.

I also had two off-the-record conversations with an offi-
cial, whom I will not identify, regarding the search for the 
record in question. Since those conversations were off-the-
record, it would be unethical to quote them in any story 
(We learn these things in journalism school). But I had the 
background one week before the story was published.

I replied via email to Boggs, Root, Painter and Wilson 
that I found Boggs’ comments condescending and insulting.

I offered Boggs another chance to comment and 
received no reply. So for Root and Boggs to claim that I 
didn’t offer a chance to comment is another falsehood.

I have the emails to document these two separate 
attempts to obtain comment. And so do Root and Boggs 
— unless they somehow disappeared from their email 
accounts, which has been known to happen from time to 
time in Shiawassee County.

There was some clever deflecting at Wednesday’s 
meeting by Painter, who ignored the fact that legislation 
requires public laws passed by a county board to be pre-
sented upon request by any member of  the public. That’s 
a state law.

Similar to the last several years, every time the board 
— or any other public official — does anything question-
able, such as hiring their personal friends for public posi-
tions, they close ranks and accuse the paper of  peddling 
“fake news.”

Fair enough. Then why does the county continue to 
lose these Open Meetings Act and FOIA lawsuits?

Must be fake news, once again. Apparently judges are 
susceptible to that sort of  thing.

Strangely, we’re not fake when we’re covering the work 
the board and Boggs have done to improve the county’s 
budget situation, which they deserve credit for. We’re not 
fake when we report on the county finally completing an 
audit after missing several years of  doing so.

However, when the county charges nearly $3,000 for 
what should be an already-available public document (ac-
cording to Michigan law) — that is ludicrous. The public 
deserves to know, and not be lied to about it by their elect-
ed officials. This is simply another attempt by the board 
at damage control — because of  their own actions — that 
have caused Shiawassee County to be sued numerous 
times and pay out lawsuit settlements.

Right. It’s the media’s fault. And by the way, the county 
doesn’t pay out one dollar, to my knowledge, for lawsuit 
expenses. Their liability carrier does. So, whenever the 
next lawsuit is filed against the county, I assume the board 
will re-discover Dylan Thomas and blame the paper once 
again.

Board skews facts 
about FOIA story
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If we’re worried about the border, we can’t overlook this key measure

Surf  the latest U.S. headlines on im-
migration, and you’ll read plenty 
of  criticisms from Republicans 
against Vice President Kamala 
Harris for not visiting the south-

ern border and plenty of  frustrations from 
Democrats that she needs to focus more on 
the root causes of  migration out of  Central 
America. Lost in this back-and-forth is a 
noteworthy development: the formation 
of  a task force led by the Department of  
Justice to go after human smugglers and 
traffickers.

If  we’re serious about border security, 
then pursuing, prosecuting and dismantling 
criminal enterprises that trick, exploit and 
endanger migrants fleeing their homelands 
must be a key strategy.

Our colleague Alfredo Corchado has 
written in detail about the sophistication 
of  these smuggling networks and the 
depth of  their deception. One Guatemalan 
migrant told Corchado this spring that he 
was enticed by a smuggler promising a safe 
and smooth trip into the U.S., with an Uber 
ride and a stay at a nice hotel — promises 
buttressed by flashy Facebook photos and 
a TikTok video. The smuggler told the mi-
grant that he would get multiple attempts 
to cross the border in exchange for a fee 
starting at $10,000.

The migrant, Pedro Gomez, paid $6,000 

upfront after securing a bank loan. On 
his first try, he fell off the border wall and 
broke his ankles. His smuggler guide aban-
doned him.

So many people are fleeced by smugglers 
who falsely tell families that they will be 
admitted into the U.S. if  they bring their 
children. What usually happens is that fed-
eral border authorities catch the families 
and expel them back to Mexico, where they 
are preyed upon by drug cartel members 
who rob and rape migrants.

Joint Task Force Alpha, as the new DOJ 
initiative is called, will assemble federal 
prosecutors from Arizona, California and 
Texas and officials from the Department of  
Homeland Security, the FBI and the Drug 
Enforcement Administration. The task 
force will focus on individuals or networks 
that abuse migrants, that pose national se-
curity threats or that have links to transna-
tional organized crime.

We support the work of  this task force, 
which will work closely with another recent 
federal operation targeting smugglers’ 
assets, logistical networks and travel doc-
uments. We should expect our top law en-
forcement officials to marshal the breadth 
of  resources and intelligence of  the federal 
government to combat intricate criminal 
operations whose tendrils have likely en-
snared banks and even foreign government 

officials.
But even as we support this work, we 

worry about its chances of  success to the 
extent that investigations rely on coopera-
tion from Central American governments. 
The president of  El Salvador, Nayib Bukele, 
vetoed multipartisan legislation this year 
designed to outlaw social media advertis-
ing of  smuggling services and to enhance 
prison sentences for people convicted of  
smuggling and trafficking. Bukele argued 
El Salvador shouldn’t “keep criminalizing 
migration.”

Meanwhile, Juan Orlando Hernández, 
the president of  Honduras, has been linked 
by U.S. prosecutors to drug traffickers, 
and the Guatemalan government faces 
questions about its treatment of  officials 
involved in anti-corruption efforts.

The problems in the region may seem 
intractable, but the U.S. can’t sit idle. We’re 
glad it is bolstering smuggling and traffick-
ing investigations stateside while extending 
a helping hand to Central America. This is 
complicated work that will require an array 
of  strategies, and it should get our own 
politicians talking across the aisle to find 
solutions.

— From the Dallas Morning News
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MALLARD FILLMORE by Loren Fishman

Iowa is represented in the U.S. House by three Repub-
licans and one Democrat. After last year’s census, an 
independent advisory commission drew a new map 
that reaffirmed the current balance, but made one of  
the Republican districts slightly more competitive.
This entirely reasonable adjustment was rejected by 

the state senate along strictly partisan lines: All Repub-
licans opposed the map and all Democrats supported it. 
Afterwards, Democratic Sen. Tony Bisignano warned: 
“The partisanship is killing this country. The partisan-
ship is killing this body. It’s killing local bodies. It’s killing 
neighborhoods and friendships.”

States are now drawing new 
district lines for a Congress 
where Democrats hold a very 
narrow margin. As Elaine 
Kamarck of  the Brookings 
Institution writes, “The stakes 
could not be higher, since the 
new maps will dictate politics 
for years to come.”

Those maps won’t just de-
termine which party controls 
the House, however. They will 

influence which legislators come to Washington.
Today, the center of  the Congress has been hollowed 

out. Pragmatists in both parties who represent swing 
districts — and actually pay attention to voters from the 
other party — are headed for extinction. The U.S. House 
closely resembles a European parliament, where there’s 
virtually no negotiation or even conversation across parti-
san lines. And the rigidity is getting worse.

“Of  the country’s 435 congressional districts, Trump or 
President Biden won just 50 of  them by 5 or less percent-
age points,” reports The Washington Post. “Those swing 
districts could be reduced by at least a third after redis-
tricting, experts estimate.”

In Texas, Democrats were eyeing two districts with 
growing Latino populations as possible takeovers, but 
Republicans drafted new maps that probably puts them 
out of  reach. In Ohio, Republican governor Mike DeWine 
signed off on a new plan and admitted, “This commit-
tee could have come up with a bill that was much more 
clearly, clearly constitutional, and I’m sorry we did not do 
that.”

Republicans shoulder most of  the blame, but only 
because they control more state legislatures and gover-
norships. When they have the chance, Democrats can be 
equally perfidious. In Oregon, for instance, the legislature 
made two swing districts more heavily blue. In Maryland, 
Democrats are contemplating a map that would eliminate 
the only remaining Republican congressman in a state 
that has a Republican governor and almost 1 million 
Trump voters.

In Illinois and New York, Democratic mapmakers could 
eliminate districts represented by Adam Kinzinger and 
John Katko — two of  the 10 Republicans who stood up to 
President Trump and backed his impeachment.

“Right now, Democrats in Illinois are picking their own 
voters behind closed doors — using their power to make 
sure their party stays in power,” Kinzinger said in press 
statement. “We see this on both sides of  the aisle, and this 
adherence to party politics will only further the divide 
we have in this country. Tribalism is absolutely ruining 
politics, and it’s leaving many to feel politically homeless 
as a result.”

Jason Altmire, a moderate Democrat who was gerry-
mandered out of  his seat near Pittsburgh a decade ago, 
told the Post, “If  you’re representing a district where you 
have to listen to both sides, you hear both points of  view, 
and then you go to Washington and you find most every-
one else comes from a district where they only hear one 
viewpoint.”

In today’s Congress, the extremes prevail: the tea party 
on the right and the Sanderistas on the left. “If  you draw 
a district that’s safe, the party no longer cares about 
recruiting a broadly appealing candidate,” David Was-
serman, an election analyst for the Cook Political Report, 
observed in the Post. 

For many years, voting rights advocates hoped the Su-
preme Court would step in and rule that gerrymandering 
violates the Constitution. But in 2019, five justices nomi-
nated by Republicans threw up their hands and said redis-
tricting was a political issue, not a legal one. Justice Elena 
Kagan warned in a dissent: “The practices challenged in 
these cases imperil our system of  government.”

Ten states now use some form of  independent com-
mission to draw district lines, and Congress should pass 
a long-stalled bill that would mandate those panels for all 
states. As Iowa demonstrates, commissions can be sub-
verted by partisan warriors, but they are far preferable to 
a system dominated by raw political power.

A legislature without centrists will only continue the 
“vicious cycle” that makes Congress increasingly “ex-
treme and dysfunctional.”

What’s really 
‘killing the country’
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Area residents suffer misinformation in guise of news

The current partisan 
divide in local, state 
and national politics 
is blinding people who 
refuse to even consid-

er the possibility they may be 
wrong.

In light of  the recent reve-
lation that the Michigan State 
Police and Attorney General’s 
Office have opened a criminal 
investigation into the actions of  
the county board in awarding 
federal funds to themselves and 
others, certain “influential” 
people who fancy themselves 
journalists continue to lie to the 
public. Blatantly.

Because they either cannot 
or will not admit their political 
party could ever commit any 
wrongdoing.

It’s comical at this point. A 
local Facebook blogger contin-
ues to blatantly lie to protect 
his friends — because they are 

Republicans.
Terms like “running to the 

paper” and “crying to ABC 12” 
have no place in a balanced and 
objective news story. It sounds 
like he’s upset we continue to 
beat him on breaking every 
single story.

Anyone who thinks this per-
son or other online idiots have 
any credibility left is practicing 
the art of  willful disbelief. It’s 
as if  they want to be fooled, and 
are asking to be lied to — as 
long as someone, somewhere, 

will put their viewpoint out 
there so they feel validated.

I recently read a story in 
a national publication about 
people in hospital ICUs because 
of  COVID-19. A doctor quoted 
in the story was telling patients 
they had COVID. Many of  the 
patients would reply, “I don’t 
have COVID.” Then they died of  
COVID.

How did we get to this point 
where we refuse to entertain 
any other viewpoint that con-
flicts with our own? There are 
many possible factors, but it 
doesn’t change the end result — 
hate is clouding our hearts. 

Why? 
Can we not listen with-

out daring to upset our own 
untouchable personal beliefs, 
however uncomfortable that 
possibility might be?

I would expect anyone with 
basic journalistic education, 

ability and integrity, not to 
mention English, grammar, 
spelling, and ethics, to have 
the minimum intelligence that 
would allow them to “publish” 
something competent. 

Nope. It’s propaganda in-
stead.

When county officials, whom 
I could name but will not, inten-
tionally pump false information 
to Facebook bloggers who have 
never fact-checked the informa-
tion and the blogger trots it out 
as “fact,” we have a problem. 
The inmates have officially 
taken over the asylum.

For my conservative Shi-
awassee County residents, I 
submit to you there is indeed an 
active, “fake news” disinforma-
tion campaign currently under-
way in Shiawassee County. It 
does exist.

But it’s not the newspaper 
waging it.

JOSH

Champlin
Argus-Press Staff Writer

Letters on any subject of  general interest are encouraged and 
will be published as soon after received as space permits.

Letters must be legible and those sent by whatever means must 
contain the writer’s name, address and phone number. Only the 
name and city of  residence will be published.

There is no charge for publication of  letters. The Argus-Press 
reserves the right to edit letters, both for length and clarity and is 
the final judge of  publication.

Letters may be hand-delivered to the downtown Owosso news-

paper office; may be mailed 
to the editor at 201 E. Ex-
change St., Owosso, MI 
48867; may be faxed to 
(989) 725-6376; or may 
be emailed to news@ar-
gus-press.com or use our online form 
at argus-press.com. 

Letters should not exceed 400 words.
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MALLARD FILLMORE by Loren Fishman

One of  the best parts of  covering courts in 
Shiawassee County for the last three years has 
been my experience with the various treat-
ment courts.

Thirty-fifth Circuit Court Judge Matthew 
Stewart, staff members Krissi Lab, Sari Colbry, Liz Pear-
son, Melissa Bierwith, Katie Fuoss, Doug Chapman, law-
yer Matt McKone, Commissioner Marlene Webster, lawyer 
Amy Husted, and everyone else I’m forgetting — have put 
in work above and beyond the call of  duty.

They are personally invested in every single partici-
pant in Drug Court, Mental Health Court, FLYTEE Court 
and Veteran’s Court.

I watch some (not all) of  the program’s administrators 
shed tears at Drug Court graduation. They care very deep-
ly about the participants — they’re not defendants, they 
are people. Very imperfect human beings, just like the rest 

of  us.
Some of  the county’s 

$13-plus million in ARPA 
funds should go to the 
treatment courts: not for 
salary increases, em-
ployee bonuses or LEGO 
stores.

How about $10,000? 
How about $25,000 or 
$50,000?

That’s only a tiny 
fraction of  the funds Shiawassee County received, but it 
would go a long, long way toward helping people here on 
the ground level.

COVID-19 has been a factor in drug and alcohol abuse 
rates skyrocketing.

I was present at Wednesday’s Board of  Commissioners 
committee of  the whole meeting, and heard some excel-
lent ways the funds could be used in Shiawassee County. 
They are all worthy of  receiving ARPA money to help 
residents in different ways.

The board is listening to residents now — even if  it took 
an outraged electorate to force them to do so.

In three years of  covering the treatment courts, I’ve 
seen dozens of  former drug addicts and alcoholics be 
rehabilitated.

One incredible statistic shows the effectiveness of  
the programs: Not one graduate of  Drug Court has been 
charged with a drug crime after completing the program. 
Zero recidivism. That’s amazing.

To be clear, the treatment courts aren’t for everyone. 
Not everyone makes it through.

But the ones who buy in do it for the right reasons: to 
help themselves, their children, their families and their 
friends to rebuild their lives.

And to be honest, it’s hard not to root for the partici-
pants. My friend and next-door neighbor recently gradu-
ated from Drug Court.

He was charged with felony OWI, and he told me that 
when he was awaiting sentencing, he realized he needed 
to change.

He asked about the Drug Court program. It may have 
been the best decision he has ever made.

Two years later, he completed hundreds of  drug and 
alcohol screens, participated in hundreds of  counseling 
sessions, and completed numerous classes.

Now, he’s clean and sober. He got his driver’s license 
reinstated. He’s working his butt off. His family is doing 
well. He’s happy.

And he’s not in prison. He didn’t ever belong in prison. 
I was the first to hug and congratulate him immediately 
following his graduation. I had skin in the game.

That’s the case with people in our treatment courts. It 
saves taxpayers money by not locking people up for years 
for nonviolent crimes.

The treatment courts work. Give an individual a goal. 
Give them the tools to accomplish that goal. They might 
surprise you and get to the finish line. It’s awesome to 
experience and see happen.

And that’s not to say that when participants mess up, 
Stewart will give them a pass. He brings down the ham-
mer when necessary. I’ve seen it happen. It’s not pleasant.

The point of  the treatment courts is compassion. Like 
Stewart tells every single participant: He expects honesty 
and accountability.

Bottom line? The treatment courts help our residents 
improve their lives. They save taxpayers’ money by keep-
ing people out of  prison. They are a positive example in 
our county.

To the board of  commissioners, I ask you to allocate 
some of  the ARPA funds to our treatment courts. The 
amount isn’t necessarily that important, the gesture is.

I don’t like to use the word, “deserve,” but these people 
“deserve” nothing less.

Allocate ARPA funds 
to Shiawassee County 

treatment courts

4  The Argus-Press  n  Owosso, Michigan  n  Fri., Sept. 24, 2021 

The Argus-Press
Published daily except on generally accepted holidays 

by The Argus-Press Company.
PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID

AT OWOSSO, MICHIGAN.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES ALL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

PAYABLE IN ADVANCE
Delivered by carrier: one year $139, six months 

$76.25, three months $41.15, one month $14.75.
Delivered by mail:  one year $289, six months 

$154, three months $81, one month $30.50. Mail 
rates are based on U.S. Postage, foreign subscriptions 
slightly higher. POSTMASTER: Please send form 3579 
to The Argus-Press, 201 E. Exchange St., Owosso, MI 
48867

(USPS 416-280)

Biden bears responsibility for Afghanistan failures
Commander in Chief  Joe 

Biden heroically took the initia-
tive and pulled the troops out of  
Afghanistan, thereby precipitat-
ing the most disasterous foreign 
policy blunder of  recent times.

Then the excuses started 
coming: It was Donald Trump’s 
fault, it was the intel, he did it so 

his successors wouldn’t have to.
The problem is that as com-

mander in chief, he is part of  the 
military and as such, subject to 
military guidelines — namely 
that a commander has no excuse 
for being surprised by the ene-
my. No excuse means no excuse.

President Biden stands alone; 

responsible for the chaos, confu-
sion and tragedy as the result of  
his decision.

Move over, Gen. Walter Short 
and Adm. Husband E. Kimmel. 
Make room in the dustbin of  
history for another failed com-
mander.

Thomas J. Bulson Sr.
Owosso

Editor’s note: Gen. Short and 
Adm. Kimmel were blamed for 
improperly preparing military 
forces in the Pacific, particularly 
in Hawaii, for a possible Japa-
nese attack in 1941.

Retired physician sees safety, other benefits to vaccination
World War II, the war of  my childhood, 

was indeed, one of  those rare national crises 
that truly and absolutely unified Americans.

Men, women, and kids of  all races faiths 
and political parties came together to en-
dure whatever hardships, sacrifices and ser-
vices were required to win. It was a life and 
death struggle against deadly enemies — a 
war we could not lose.

Last week, I listened with an open mind 
to my 14th president’s well-read speech 
about our current conflict with an equally 
formidable adversary that is ravaging the 
world. This, too, is a war we cannot lose.

Even though I am disappointed, frustrat-
ed and sometimes angry with so many of  
Biden’s policies and actions, I did agree with 
much of  his well-meant and impassioned 
appeal. I can appreciate his frustrations as 
“the man in charge.” It was a call to unite, 
for the good of  the country. It boggles my 
mind that in view of  the past year, nearly 
half  the population is still unvaccinated and 
that mandates should even be under con-
sideration. Our economy cannot withstand 
another shutdown. The futures of  our kids 
must not be hampered by another lost year 
of  real education.

In contrast to military warfare for which 
effective weapons and strategies are more 
easily created, a “bio-war” against an ev-
er-mutating adversary is, in many ways, 
more challenging. Like the influenza pan-
demic of  1918, COVID is capable of  killing 
more Americans than any of  our wars. 
While no medical procedures or therapies 
come without risks, potential complications 
and possible failure, we are fortunate to 
have “at warp speed,” multiple vaccines that 
seem to have very reasonable efficacy and 
have saved so many of  our most vulnerable 
citizens.

So far, side effects have been surprisingly 

minimal among the tens of  millions of  vac-
cinations. We were told upfront to expect 
a possible failure rate of  5 percent. In Shi-
awassee County it has been 0.006 percent: 
195 breakthrough cases among 33,250 injec-
tions.

As a “senior-senior” I was impatient to 
“get shot.” It came without pain or ill effects. 
Once so blessed, I felt a modicum of  relief, 
a confidence to resume a more normal life, 
and once again a freedom to kiss my daugh-
ters and grandkids, even though I don’t 
know the duration of  my immunity.

Vaccination, however, did not give me 
license to be foolhardy. I am still cautious 
about exposure to large crowds. In spite of  
the uncertainties about masking, their actu-
al effectiveness, which ones and how many 
etc., I still use one when I feel it’s appropri-
ate. I continue my hand cleansing. I do not 
feel compelled or mandated be sensible. I do 
not feel these measures infringe on my per-
sonal liberties.

On the other hand, as a person of  sincere 
conservative principles, I strongly defend 
the constitutional rights and liberties of  
others. I am, therefore, in a quandary sup-
porting the obstinacy of  those who refuse 
to vaccinate, defy masking, and still attend 
mass gatherings in the face of  resurging in-
fections, especially in areas where medical 
care is at its limits.

Even Biden and Vice President Kamala 
Harris, who publicly vowed not to take any 
“Trump vaccine,” have done so and contin-
ue to mask, at their own discretion.

Some folks still have genuine fears about 
the safety of  the vaccine, others who have 
survived the disease reasonably feel they al-
ready have superior immunity. A few have 
sincere religious convictions I don’t under-
stand and which don’t seem to be supported 
by many of  the clergy.

And then there are those who look at 
mandates and threats, and cancel culture 
as further erosions of  personal rights and 
control. Justified or not, they are perceived 
as another inroad of  looming socialism. It is 
a frustrating dilemma for patriots who fear 
that more than the virus. I personally feel 
there are other issues that better warrant 
public defiance.

Like so many, I am tired of  hearing, “Fol-
low the science!’’ when we don’t know which 
science, whose science, yesterday’s science 
or tomorrow’s. Science, of  course, is ever 
evolving. Unfortunately, it has been easy to 
lose confidence in Dr. Anthony Fauci and 
his ilk who obviously waver in the winds of  
politics, especially when there are so many 
conflicting opinions from “experts” with 
comparable credentials and actual clinical 
experience. They are science, too.

I claim no expertise in virology or epide-
miology, but I do believe in so-called “herd 
immunity” that has been so effective in 
eliminating small pox, measles, polio — the 
scourge of  my youth — and myriad other 
life-threatening menaces. It seems pretty 
obvious that viruses lose their threat when 
there are no vulnerable hosts to attack.

It’s a sad commentary that in an informed 
society, more of  our citizens aren’t rushing 
to get protection and are allowing this issue 
to further divide our country when unity 
is paramount. Shiawassee County’s stats 
mirror the nation’s with only 52% fully vac-
cinated. That includes 70% of  seniors. In a 
recent report, Memorial Healthcare had 13 
patients with COVID, three on ventilators. 
All of  them are said to be unvaccinated. A 
tragedy.

John Morovitz, M.D.
Owosso

Champlin
JOSH

Argus-Press Staff Writer
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OPINION

MALLARD FILLMORE by Loren Fishman

On July 22-24, I visited our nation’s southern 
border in the Rio Grande Valley of  Texas to 
meet with law enforcement officials there and 
see firsthand what is happening on the border.

The sad truth is the Biden Administration’s 
policies are not working, and there is a crisis currently 
occurring as thousands of  immigrants illegally cross the 
border each day. The whole situation is unsustainable and 
threatens our nation’s public safety, while also being un-
fair to hardworking people who legally come to the United 
States.

In Michigan, it can be difficult to understand how the 
situation on the southern border affects our state, but law 
enforcement members I spoke with said the crisis on the 
southern border has forced Customs and Border Patrol to 

relocate agents away from the 
northern border and move them 
there. 

Additionally, law enforce-
ment has said that fentanyl and 
other deadly drugs cross the 
U.S./Mexico border and then 
spread throughout the country, 
including Michigan. 

This worsens the opioid epi-
demic in our communities and 

we should do more to prevent this flow of  deadly drugs 
from Mexico.

Right now, it is the drug cartels and human traffickers 
who are benefitting the most from this crisis. 

While law enforcement is overwhelmed handling the 
influx of  migrants, the agents are pulled away from stop-
ping the cartels sending illegal drugs across the border. 
The cartels and human traffickers also charge migrants 
expensive prices for helping them cross the border and 
then they use the money they are paid to expand their 
criminal activities. 

Lastly, the cartels and traffickers assault helpless 
women and children during the dangerous journey to the 
southern border.

All of  this has been made worse by President Biden’s 
policies. 

His decision to end the “Remain in Mexico” policy 
has created an endless flow of  people illegally crossing 
the border. Many people who cross the border now are 
hoping they will be caught because they know they will be 
released in the United States.

In fact, it was reported on July 27 that about 50,000 
people who crossed the border illegally have been released 
into the United States without a court date. 

Between mid-March and mid-July, another 16,000 peo-
ple ignored the 60-day reporting window they were given 
and failed to show up. Perpetuating this broken status quo 
does incentivizes more people to make the dangerous trip 
to illegally cross the border.

We must secure the border and implement policies that 
fix the broken immigration system. When I was in Texas, 
the officers I spoke with said people are coming from more 
than 150 countries all over the world, and not just Central 
America, to cross the border. 

All the people coming want a better life, but one of  the 
things that sets our country apart is justice and the rule 
of  law. We must uphold our nation’s laws and make sure 
those who come to our country legally are treated fairly.

We know our country benefits from the contributions 
of  legal immigrants who want to pursue the opportunities 
our country has to offer. 

I, along with most Americans, have an immigrant story 
of  my own. My grandfather legally came here from the 
Netherlands to build a new life and enjoy the freedoms 
of  our great nation. We must enforce the law, secure the 
border, and keep criminals out, while providing opportu-
nities for those who want to work hard and legally pursue 
the American dream.

Congressman John Moolenaar represents Michigan’s 
Fourth Congressional District, which is all of  Clare, 
Clinton, Gladwin, Gratiot, Isabella, Mecosta, Midland, 
Missaukee, Ogemaw, Osceola, Roscommon, Shiawassee, 
and Wexford counties, and parts of  Montcalm and Saginaw 
counties.

Moolenaar expresses 
disappointment in 

Biden border policies
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There’s nothing to ‘misinterpret’ about hazard pay bonuses

L et me get this straight, 
the Shiawassee Coun-
ty Board of  Commis-
sioners, or at least 
most of  them, voted 

in favor of  huge bonuses for 
themselves as part of  federal 
COVID-19 relief  funds.

And then they attempted to 
justify the payoffs with a poor-
ly-written press release that 
claimed the public “misinter-
preted” the gesture?

Then they backtracked af-
ter an OMA lawsuit was filed 
and the prosecutor told them 
the payoffs were illegal?

And then they lost in 
court?

What is going on here, 
people?

The individuals who were 
included on the discussions to 
determine who got how much 
need to be removed from office 
and face criminal charges 
for embezzlement — because 
that’s what they did. They 
tried to steal taxpayer money: 
your money.

This was a criminal act, 
shrouded in “executive ses-
sion,” even though no such 
thing exists, according to 
Michigan law.

Speaking with at least 60 
to 70 people from every walk 
of  life since the controversy 

has come to light, the words 
I’ve heard the most often 
were disgusted, embarrassed, 
ashamed.

These bonuses awarded 
to elected (and unelected) 
officials are nothing more 
than graft, under the color of  
legitimacy.

Do you know what people 
called us even before the latest 
episode? Hazzard County. 
Mayberry.

We should be better than 
this.

The officials who decided to 
fork out the federal money to 
themselves do not represent 
me.

A lawsuit by a Shiawas-
see County resident and her 
intrepid attorney have forced 
the county’s administration to 
stop dead in their tracks.

Except for the integrity 
of  one county commission-
er, who has been ridiculed, 

shouted down, and vilified by 
disingenuous local Facebook 
bloggers who will defend 
the board and other coun-
ty officials no matter what, 
especially after their so-called 
credibility has been ruined — 
this most recent county board 
scandal may never have been 
brought to public attention.

Residents need to appre-
ciate Commissioner Marlene 
Webster, R-District 1, for doing 
the right thing for Shiawassee 
County — especially when the 
board chairman just bangs a 
gavel when she says anything 
that challenges their lies and 
obfuscation.

She is a woman who wants 
to do the right thing for resi-
dents and provides an exam-
ple to us all.

And more thanks are due 
to 35th Circuit Court Judge 
Matthew Stewart, who imme-
diately recused himself  due to 
possible conflicts, along with 
Prosecutor Scott Koerner, 
who issued a public statement 
saying the payoffs in question 
were illegal — and never dis-
cussed in his presence, despite 
claims to the contrary.

Those three officials did 
the right thing. Even when 
the board can mess with and 
threaten funding for their 

respective departments, these 
individuals kept in mind the 
best interests of  their constit-
uents. And let’s not forget — 
they were honest.

That’s the good. Here’s the 
bad.

I have been banging my 
head up against this wall of  
corruption, secrecy, back-
room deals, wink-and-nod 
agreements, and the “good-ol-
boy” network for more than 
three years.

The people who decided the 
amounts need to be criminally 
charged.

Koerner likely can’t him-
self  bring charges due to a 
conflict of  interest.

It’s my sincere hope that 
the Michigan Attorney 
General’s Office files charges 
against the commissioners 
and unelected officials who 
had the temerity to vote them-
selves these outsized “hazard 
pay” bonuses.

If  any normal citizen had 
done this, they would be fac-
ing felony embezzlement.

The public is going to 
show up to the 5 p.m. Sunday 
meeting. It’s past time to let 
the elected officials, and their 
handlers, know exactly what 
residents think of  their latest 
actions.

Champlin
JOSH

Argus-Press Staff Writer

County Board - office
(989) 743-2233

County Board Members
Marlene Webster (R, D1)
(989) 413-7342; mwebster@shiawassee.net
Greg Brodeur (R, D2)
(989) 413-0621; gbrodeur@shiawassee.net
Gary Holzhausen (R, D3)
(989) 277-6699; gholz63@gmail.com 
Brandon Marks (R, D4)
(810) 449-3510;
brmarks@shiawassee.net
Jeremy Root (R, D5)

(810) 875-4987; jroot@shiawassee.net
Cindy Garber (R, D6)
(989) 627-2035; cgarber@shiawassee.net
John Plowman (R, D7)
(517) 625-4545; jmplow@yahoo.com

Elected County Officials
County Clerk: Caroline Wilson (R)
(989) 743-2242
Sheriff: Brian BeGole (R)
(989) 743-3411
Prosecuting Atty: Scott Koerner (R) 
(989) 743-2373

Treasurer: Julie Sorenson (R)
(989) 743-2224
Drain Commissioner: Tony Newman (D)
(989) 743-2398
Register of Deeds: Lori Kimble (R) 
(989) 743-2216

Road Commissioners
Mike Constine (R)
(989) 834-6170
John Michalec (D)
(989) 723-7143
Ric Crawford

MAKE CONTACT

Letters on any subject of  general interest are encouraged and 
will be published as soon after received as space permits.

Letters must be legible and those sent by whatever means must 
contain the writer’s name, address and phone number. Only the 
name and city of  residence will be published.

There is no charge for publication of  letters. The Argus-Press 
reserves the right to edit letters, both for length and clarity and is 
the final judge of  publication.

Letters may be hand-delivered to the downtown Owosso news-

paper office; may be mailed 
to the editor at 201 E. Ex-
change St., Owosso, MI 
48867; may be faxed to 
(989) 725-6376; or may 
be emailed to news@ar-
gus-press.com or use our online form 
at argus-press.com. 

Letters should not exceed 400 words.

Letters to the editor welcomed


