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Oxford — A five-minute ram-
page left three students dead
Tuesday and eight others wound-
ed in an afternoon tragedy that
made Oxford High School the lat-
est site of a school shooting in
America.

The suspected shooter, an uni-
dentified 15-year-old sophomore,
was in custody, Oakland County
Undersheriff Mike McCabe said
during a news conference. He
was not injured. 

“Deputies confronted him, he
had the weapon on him and dep-
uties took him into custody,”
McCabe said, adding the weapon
was a semi-automatic handgun.
“The whole thing lasted five min-
utes.”

McCabe said the students
killed include two females, ages
14 and 17, and a 16-year-old male. 

Of those wounded, two were
in surgery and their conditions
weren’t immediately known. The
other six were in stable condition
“with various gunshot wounds,”
he said. The wounded are at three
hospitals; McLaren Lapeer Re-
gion Community Medical Center,
McLaren Oakland in Pontiac and
St. Joseph Mercy Oakland in Pon-
tiac. 

The victims have not yet been
identified, but the undersheriff
said a teacher is among those
wounded at Oxford High, which
is located north of the city of Ox-
ford and about 45 miles north of
Detroit.

A tearful Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer joined McCabe for the
late afternoon news conference,
telling reporters: “This is every
parent’s worst nightmare.”

“My heart goes out to the fam-
ilies. This is an unimaginable
tragedy,” she said. “I hope that we
can all rise to the occasion and
wrap our arms around the fam-
ilies.”

About 15-20 shots were fired
and about 100 calls were placed to
911, McCabe said. The shooter, he 

Oxford — Catherine Tebben
had just finished lunch and had
two minutes to get to her next
class at Oxford High School when
gunshots rang out inside her
school and students began run-
ning toward her.

The 17-year-old junior said a
friend grabbed her by the hand
and she began running for her life
through the school in northern
Oakland County.

“I see blood all over the floor. I
run out to the parking lot, get into
my truck and come here, shaking
and start crying because I don’t
know where (my boyfriend) is or
any of my friends,” Tebben said

outside the Meijer store in Oxford
where some parents were re-
united with children. 

Tebben’s boyfriend, 18-year-
old senior Josh Couch, was also
inside the school when police say
an unidentified 15-year-old soph-
omore opened fire with a semi-
automatic pistol, killing three stu-
dents and wounding eight other
people, including one teacher. 

Like many students engulfed
in the ensuing chaos, Couch, who
plays on the football team, had yet
to hear from several teammates
by mid-afternoon. “Trying to find
our captain running back and our
captain linebacker now. I can’t 

Students: ‘It was just terrifying’ 

Students and adults embrace outside the Meijer store in Oxford,
where some parents were reunited with children who had fled
the shooting. A teacher was among the wounded.
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Teens describe hearing shots, barricading doors, chaotic run outside for their lives
BY JENNIFER CHAMBERS
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Please see Students, Page 9A

RAMPAGE SHATTERS OXFORD
TEEN HELD IN SHOOTING THAT LEFT 3 DEAD, 8 HURT AT HIGH SCHOOL

Authorities deal with the aftermath of Tuesday’s shootings at Oxford High School. The suspected gunman, an unidentified 15-year-old
sophomore, was in custody. The students killed include two females, ages 14 and 17, and a 16-year-old male. 

Todd McInturf / The Detroit News
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T he nightmare has finally
come to Michigan. And
like everywhere else that

has experienced the dreaded
man-made disaster that is a
mass shooting at a school, we
have no idea what to do with our
anger, our fear and our heart-

break.
Three

children who
started the
school day
Tuesday the
same way all
our children
and grand-
children did —
laughing with

friends, rushing to beat the class
bell, tending to their lessons —
didn’t live to return home to
their families.

Eight others, including a
teacher, went to a hospital for
treatment of wounds delivered
by a child with a gun.

As we grieve the dead and
hurting who fell to bullets inside
Oxford High School, we are
haunted by the undeniable real-
ity that they could have been our
own children. The blood could
just as easily have been spilled in
classrooms in Detroit, in Wyan-
dotte, in Livonia, anywhere.

Our children are not safe
when we send them to school.
Despite the security measures
that have been put in place, the
active shooter drills, the at-
tempts at screening for human
time bombs that might go off at
any moment, our children are no
safer today than they were 30
years ago when school shootings
first became a thing.

Like everywhere this has
happened, we will now begin the
seemingly futile process of try-
ing to ensure it will never hap-
pen again.

Inevitably, that will quickly
break down to fighting over
rights and freedoms and argu-
ments about mental health,
school security, parenting and
cultural dysfunction, and will
end with nothing getting done,
at least nothing that will truly
protect our children.

That’s because the answer, if
there is one, continues to hide
from us. 

Tragedy
demands

elusive
answers

NOLAN
FINLEY

Please see Finley, Page 8A

TAKING STOCK OF SCHOOL
SHOOTINGS IN STATE. 8A

PARENTS CAN HELP KIDS COPE,
MENTAL HEALTH EXPERTS SAY. 9A

PRESIDENT’S ‘HEART GOES OUT
TO THE FAMILIES.’ 8A

Oxford High School
student Deedee
Hernandez, 15, and
mother Meghan
attend a candlelight
vigil at Lakepointe
Community Church.
Oxford school
officials announced
all of its schools
would be closed for
the rest of the
week.

Daniel Mears
The Detroit News

MOURNERS GRASP FOR HOPE
AT CANDLELIGHT VIGIL. 8A

“I hope that we can all rise to the
occasion and wrap our arms
around the families,” said Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer, addressing the
“unimaginable tragedy.”

Daniel Mears / The Detroit News

PULLMAN MALDIVES
MAAMUTAA RESORT
• Unlimited all-inclusive à la carte dining
• Free-flow drinks, including premium spirits and ‘wine wall’
with 80 varieties

• Roundtrip transfers: domestic flights and speedboat
transfers

and much more

$4,299
Two adults
Valued up to

$9,170

Upgrades & longer
stays available

5 NIGHTS

*For full terms and conditions please go to www.LuxuryEscapes.com or call the Luxury Escapes information line on . Images are for
illustrative purposes only. Information correct at time of print. Blackout and surcharges dates apply, check website for full details.

Take an extra $100 off with code LUX100
FREE DATE CHANGES*

The World’s best escapes,
handpicked by experts

Find more incredible offers at
luxuryescapes.com

Take an extra $100 off with code LUX100
313 466 5821
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