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A s he took his last
breaths last summer
under the suffocat-

ing knee of White Minnea-
polis police Officer Derek
Chauvin, George Floyd,
who has since been made a
national martyr for racial
justice and police reform
cried out multiple times: “I
can’t breathe.”

Helplessly, he wept and called
upon his late mother to rescue him
from the clutches of police violence,
while telling her to let his kids know
how much he loved them as a dutiful

and loving father would do.
Floyd’s cry represented

the cries of many Blacks in
this nation who have long
concluded that our criminal
justice system is skewed
against them — that it ren-
ders Black people guilty
until proven innocent, and
White people innocent until

proven guilty.
This is reflected in the unwar-

ranted traffic stops of Black drivers
that often lead to unnecessary 

Please see Thompson, Page 2A

A turning point in history,
but not end of road

BANKOLE
THOMPSON

Minneapolis — Former Minneapolis
Officer Derek Chauvin was convicted
Tuesday of murder and manslaughter for
pinning George Floyd to the pavement
with his knee on the Black man’s neck in a
case that triggered worldwide protests,
violence and a furious reexamination of
racism and policing in the U.S.

Chauvin, 45, was immediately led
away with his hands cuffed behind his
back and could be sent to prison for dec-
ades.

The verdict — guilty as charged on all
counts, in a relatively swift, across-the-
board victory for Floyd’s supporters — set
off jubilation mixed with sorrow across
the city and around the nation. Hundreds
of people poured into the streets of Min-
neapolis, some running through traffic 

People cheer in Minneapolis after Derek Chauvin’s verdict was announced: Guilty of second-degree unintentional murder, third-degree murder and second-degree manslaughter. 
Chandan Khanna / Getty Images

‘WE ARE ABLE TO BREATHE AGAIN’

Chauvin, 45, seen being led out of the
courtroom, could be sent to prison for
decades.

AP

Floyd supporters
celebrate with cop
guilty of murder

BY AMY FORLITI, STEVE KARNOWSKI 
AND TAMMY WEBBER

Associated Press

The slaying of George Floyd: A timeline
May 25, 2020 – Minneapolis police officers
respond to a call shortly after 8 p.m. about a
possible counterfeit $20 bill being used at a
corner grocery and en-
counter a Black man, later
identified as George Floyd,
who struggles and ends
up handcuffed and face
down on the ground.
Officer Derek Chauvin
uses his knee to pin
Floyd’s neck for about
nine minutes while by-
standers shout at him to
stop. Bystander video
shows Floyd crying “I can’t breathe” multiple
times before going limp. He’s pronounced
dead at a hospital.
May 26 – Chauvin and three other officers –
Thomas Lane, J. Kueng and Tou Thao – are
fired. Protests begin.
May 27 – Mayor Jacob Frey calls for criminal
charges against Chauvin. Protests lead to
unrest in Minneapolis, with some people
looting and starting fires. Protests spread to
other cities.
May 29 – Chauvin is arrested and charged
with third-degree murder and manslaughter. 
June 1 – The county medical examiner finds
that Floyd’s heart stopped as police re-
strained him and compressed his neck,
noting Floyd had underlying health issues.
June 3 – Second-degree murder charge filed

against Chauvin and the other three officers
who were involved in Floyd’s arrest.
June 7 – A majority of Minneapolis City
Council members say they support dis-
mantling the police department. The idea
later stalls but sparks a national debate over
police reform.
June 16 – Then-President Donald Trump
signs an executive order to encourage better
police practices and establish a database to
track officers with excessive use-of-force
complaints.
July 15 – Floyd’s family sues Minneapolis and
the four former officers. 
Oct. 7 – Chauvin posts $1 million bond and is
released from state prison, sparking more
protests.
Jan. 12, 2021 – Cahill rules Chauvin will be
tried alone due to courtroom capacity is-
sues. The others will be tried in August.
March 9 – The first potential jurors are
questioned for Chauvin’s trial after a day’s
delay for pretrial motions.
March 12 – Minneapolis agrees to pay $27
million settlement to Floyd family.
March 23 – Jury selection completed with 12
jurors and three alternates. 
March 29 – Opening statements are given.
April 15 – Testimony ends.
April 19 – Closing arguments made.
April 20 – Jury reaches verdict: Guilty on all
counts.

Floyd
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George Floyd’s brother Philonise Floyd wipes his tears as he likenshis brother’s
fate to the 1955 Mississippi lynching victim Emmett Till.

Julio Cortez / AP

Verdict in Floyd
slaying hailed as 
a win for justice

Community leaders in Detroit and
elsewhere in Michigan hailed Tuesday’s
guilty verdicts against a former Minnea-
polis police officer in the death of George
Floyd but said they didn’t lessen the need
for police reform.

A jury deliberated less than a day to
find Derek Chauvin guilty of second-de-
gree and third-degree murder and sec-
ond-degree manslaughter. It followed
the playing of a 9-minute video showing
Chauvin kneeling on Floyd’s neck last
May.

“Justice won,” said the Rev. Charles
Williams II, president of the Michigan 

Detroit leaders
hail guilty verdict

BY ORALANDAR BRAND-WILLIAMS, 
FRANCIS X. DONNELLY AND MARK HICKS

The Detroit News
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Joy mixes with wariness as nation takes in verdict. 4A

WANTED
42 SENIORS
to try new DIGITAL Technology in Hearing Aids.

Are You, Or Someone You Know, Struggling With Hearing Loss?

We need 42 people with difficulty hearing, especially in noisy
situations, to evaluate the latest digital technology from Beltone.
Beltone will perform comprehensive hearing consultations FREE
of charge to all callers.

Call now, appointment times are limited!

We support & honor most Medicare and discount plans including BCBS/
TruHearing, Silverscript and more. We offer award winning service,

technology, and a FREE LIFETIME BELCARE TREATMENT PLAN
CALL US DIRECTLY TO MAXIMIZE YOUR MEDICARE BENEFIT!

*Benefits of hearing instruments vary by type and degree of hearing loss, noise environment, accuracy
of hearing screening and proper fit. See stores for details. Beltone 2020™

REWARD!REWARD!

Call now, appointment times are limited!
(248) 963-0125
(586) 981-0951

Following CDC guidelines with 1 on 1 appointments and curbside services available!

We will match 50% of your
$1,400 stimulus check on any

Platinum Hearing System
The Beltone Rely

$1,400*
Award Winning Lifetime

Treatment Plans Included!
Award Winning Lifetime

Treatment Plans Included!

Systems starting at

Not to be combined with other offers or coupons.
Prior purchases excluded. Expires 4/30/2021

*Based on the purchase of two aids. Not to be
combined with other offers or coupons. Prior

purchases excluded. Expires 4/30/2021

NOW EVERYONE CAN AFFORD OUR HIGHEST TECHNOLOGY-THE BELTONE IMAGINE

Low financing available- Call today for more details!

METRO DETROIT • FLINT AREA
DOWNRIVER • ADRIAN

100% Digital That’s Affordable
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