
 

 

Dear judges,  

 

At the core of the work of journalists have always been the interests of our readers and individuals in our 

communities. And few things are more vitally important than their health and well-being. 

 

As a large paperboard manufacturer expanded operations in Kalamazoo, Gazette Reporter Brad 

Devereaux was asking the right questions about longstanding complaints of strange odors that surround 

the factory, located in a historically low-income urban neighborhood. 

 

In 2020, Devereaux began investigating those odor complaints. He discovered a link to releases of 

hydrogen sulfide gas from the facility, confirmed in samples from air quality monitoring in the area. 

 

As Devereaux dug into the issue, officials finalized multimillion-dollar tax breaks for the company, 

Graphic Packaging International, for its nearly completed $600 million expansion. 

 

As he developed sources on the topic, Devereaux began his search for impacted residents in the 

predominately Black neighborhood of Kalamazoo – especially those with questions and concerns about 

how the nearby facility is affecting their health. The search led him to DeAnn Winfield, a mother of three 

whose home stands in the factory’s shadow. Winfield and her three children all have asthma. 

 

One of Winfield’s children died as a teenager. Another is now on a breathing machine. They believe the 

asthma plaguing their family may be caused by gas coming from the nearby factory. 

 

Devereaux met the family and investigated their concerns, speaking with city officials and health experts, 

who said there is enough evidence of a potential problem that it needs to be investigated. 

 

In fall 2021, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services announced they would do a health 

assessment of the neighborhood, expected to be published in early 2022. 

 

Devereaux’s story about the Winfield family, and his additional reporting on the topic, highlighted how 

city officials ignored odor complaints for years, despite knowing of high levels of hydrogen sulfide gas in 

the area. As officials signed off on tax benefits for Graphic Packaging, extolling the benefits of the 

company’s expanding operation, Devereaux’s work underlines the disconnect that can exist between 

economic development goals and the government’s duty to protect the residents it serves. 

 

Coinciding with new efforts by local, state and federal regulators to address concerns in the Kalamazoo 

neighborhood, Devereaux’s work not only holds city officials accountable for their actions, but also 

resulted in more attention to the concerns of people in the community. 

 

I hope you will agree his work is worthy of recognition as “Best Public Service.” 

 

 

Mark Tower  
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