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Some of the neat places to 
visit for the fall season, espe-
cially for a cool sunny or rainy 
day. These places are filled 
with family events, sugary 
eats, some allow getting lost 
in a corn/hay maze, varieties 
of cider, apples and doughnuts 
and fresh homemade honey.

Witzgall’s Home 
Orchard is located at 5179 
2-Mile Road, Bay City. They 
grow more than 40 varieties of 
apples and offer fresh-pressed 

apple cider, caramel apples, 
doughnuts, peach and cider 
slushies and hot and cold cider. 
There are also a wide variety 
of topped caramel apples. The 
orchard has been open 47 years 
and in the family for 57 years. 
They also enjoy displaying 
their f lower and herb gardens. 
You can call ahead at 989-684-
4993. The last apple press is 
Oct. 28 and the orchard closes 
Oct. 30.

Baynes Apples, at 5395 
Midland Road (near Freeland), 
has cider slushies, baked 
goods, caramel apples and 

gourmet sandwiches and 
soups, a café and hard cider 
bar. The business is hosting 
a Jedi Mind Tripp concert 
on Oct. 23. On Thursdays, 
from 4 to 7 p.m., they have 
food trucks. The store also 
features many Michigan-made 
products. Their bakery 
features a variety of pies, 
cookies, muffins, breads, 
brownie bites, all fresh baked 
and even gluten-free products. 
They close Dec. 23.

The Fruitful Orchard 
and Cider Mill in Gladwin 
is located at 5740 W. M-61. 

The store is open from 8 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m., Monday through 
Saturday and everyone 
can enjoy the apple cider 
slushies, caramel apples, cider 
doughnuts and homemade 
pies. You can call for more 
information at 989-426-3971. 
Closing day is Nov. 24.

Apple Blossom Orchard, 
at 2581 Wilder Road, Midland, 
is open from 9 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday. They offer cider, 
daily fresh doughnuts, various 
apple varieties and caramel 

A look at some apple orchards around Midland
TEREASA NIMS
For the Daily News

The Midland Armory has a chance of getting 
a $3.5 million upgrade to provide facilities more 
equitable for female servicemembers.

In June, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proposed a 
$105.8 million investment to upgrade 34 Army 
National Guard armories around the state, with 
$50.9 million of the funds coming from the 
state and $54.9 from federal dollars. Maj. Gen. 
Paul Rogers explained that the issue of aging 
infrastructure that doesn’t adequately accom-
modate diversity is a national problem; if the 
funding is approved, Michigan would be the 

Midland Armory 
could receive $3.5 
million

VICTORIA RITTER
vritter@mdn.net

Funds would help make facility more 
equitable for servicewomen

It’s apple month in 
Michigan, which is one of 
the top apple producers 
in the United States.

Michigan apples are 
sold in 32 states and 18 
countries, according 
to the Michigan Apple 
Committee.

Marrian VanderBeek, 
of Midland, said she loves 
this time of year because 
of the things she will 
bake. She canned 200 
pounds of apples during 

the crop’s harvesting 
season.

“Apples are a 
wonderful fruit, it not 
only nourishes your 
body, but your soul,” 
VanderBeek said. “Most 

whatever you make with 
them gives a sense of 
comfort. It’s a cozy-feel-
ing food.

“Who doesn’t feel 
warm inside with a piece 
of apple crisp, apple 

strudel or even some hot 
apple cider,” she added. 
“They keep the doctor 
away for a reason.”

Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer proclaimed 

Michigan’s apple crop estimated 
to be 18.25 million bushels

TEREASA NIMS 
for the Daily News

Great Lakes State sees 
uptick in price of 
apples

Santa Claus has come to town

As the COVID-19 pandemic 
pushes two-years old in the 

United States, it still rages 
throughout the state and 
country. But this pandemic 
exacerbates a different 
epidemic that has plagued the 
nation for a long time.

The current 2020 data 
from the state of Michigan 
shows 2,684 people have died 
from an overdose last year. 
(According to its dashboard, 

the state’s data is still con-
sidered to be provisional and 
could “slightly increase” as 
more data is finalized.)

In Midland County, 
substance use disorder has 
experienced an impact from 
the pandemic, but the type 
of impact depends on who is 
talking. The Midland Sheriff’s 
Office reported an increase in 

drug overdose over the last 
year, while the Midland City 
Police Department saw less 
overdose during that time.

In 2019, Midland County 
Sheriff Myron Greene said the 
department responded to 29 
overdoses, which jumped to 
35 in 2020. Looking at 2021, 
this year has already supersed-
ed the previous year with 37 

overdoses.
“Drugs (have) always been 

in the community and I think 
unemployment (and) people 
being locked inside and not 
being out in the community 
doing as much, those may have 
affected it,” Greene said. “But 
if there was a hard, fast (and) 
easy answer, I don’t know.”

An epidemic continues amidst a pandemic

TESS DEGAYNER 
tess.degayner@hearstnp.com
ANDREW MULLIN 
AMullin@hearstnp.com

A look at drug addiction in 
Midland County

When Village President Dolores Porte and the 
community of Sanford needed help, resources 
and inspiration following the unimaginable 
dam failures of May 2020, assistance came 
pouring in from the most unexpected places.

“Dan Helland owns Michiana Curb Appeal in 
southwest Michigan. He said God put it in his 
heart to help us,” Porte explained on Thursday 
during the final Long-Term Flood Recovery 
Group meeting via Zoom. “They were planning 
to come for a few days and ended up staying for 
four months.”

Helland and his company donated $200,000 
of labor and supplies, Porte said.

“It wasn’t his town but it was in his heart to 
be part of our recovery,” she said. “He has stood 
side by side with us.”

Over the course of Thursday’s hour-long 

Our community’s 
journey since May 
2020 dam failures

DAN CHALK
chalk@mdn.net

Midland leaders look back at progress 
during final long term flood recovery 
group meeting

Mike Connor of Pennsylvania participates of the annual Charles W. Howard Santa Claus School lift their arms into the 
air during a chair yoga session presented by physicians from MidMichigan Health during the first day of this year’s 
conference Thursday at Midland Center for the Arts. For more photos from the Santa School, visit www.ourmidland.
com. (Katy Kildee/kkildee@mdn.net)

Isabelle Beach 
of Saginaw 
covers apples 
in caramel 
during her 
shift at Bayne’s 
Apple Valley 
Wednesday, Oct. 
6 in Freeland. For 
more photos, 
visit www.
ourmidland.com. 
(Katy Kildee/
kkildee@mdn.
net)
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The Midland Police 
Department is seeing a 
different trend though. 
The number of overdoses 
has decreased from 36 
in 2019, to 33 in 2020, 
and 20 so far in 2021, 
said MPD Community 
relations Officer Brennon 
Warren. He did not have 
an indication as to why 
these numbers have 
decreased.

However, Warren said 
the department has seen 
more intoxicated drivers 
over the past year. Last 
year, there were 101 cases 
of it, but now the city is at 
111 so far this year.

The most prevalent 
substances used in 
Midland County are 
heroin and methamphet-
amine, Greene said. This 
is because of the drugs’ 
addictive properties and 
cheaper prices. Greene 
only has guesses as to 
why these numbers may 
have increased.

Fighting an uphill 
battle

Co-founder of 
nonprofit For A Brighter 
Tomorrow, Lori Wood 
said it’s been an uphill 
battle to fight the 
epidemic over the years.

“Substance use 
disorder is climbing,” 
said Wood, adding that 
many Michigan residents 
have died of overdoses 
this year. “A handful of 
(the deaths) are from 
our own community. 
Between the bills going 
up and the deaths rising, 
we need more support. 
COVID has (caused) 
hurt in so many different 

ways.”
In terms of substances, 

Wood said heroin and 
alcohol were prevalent 
in previous years. Now, 
Wood agrees with 
Greene, meth is locally 
prominent. She added 
cocaine use is growing, 
in addition to an ongoing 
presence of heroin in 
Midland.

The nonprofit, which 
is located at 1509 Wash-
ington St. (Suite E) in 
Midland, serves Midland 
County residents facing 
substance use disorder. 
For A Brighter Tomor-
row’s main services are 
matching clients’ costs 
for drug counseling and 
testing – according to 
Wood, testing is always 
court-ordered and coun-
seling is usually ordered 
by the courts.

“Nobody covers drug 
testing, nobody,” Wood 
said.

This is partially 
a reason why Wood 
co-founded this 
nonprofit. On average, 
a drug test is $30. The 
client pays $15 and For 
A Brighter Tomorrow 
covers the other half.

“Every client is 
different,” she continued. 
“Some test once a month 
and some test twice a 
week. That’s an addition-
al cost for them — in my 
mind that is unattain-
able, so that’s our main 
function.”

Being a Midland 
County resident 
who’s struggling with 
substance use disorder 
are the only eligibility 
requirements to receive 
For A Brighter Tomorrow 
services.

State-funded agencies, 

however, are required to 
fit outlined criteria.

Ten16 of Midland is 
a state-funded orga-
nization that partici-
pates with Medicaid 
and Healthy Michigan, 
said Sam Price, who 
is the president and 
CEO of Ten16. They 
provide services for 
people struggling with 
drug addiction, such 
as recovery housing, 
walk-in services, out-
patient counseling and 
recovery coaching.

The organization also 
has a staff member at the 
emergency department 
of MidMichigan Health 
to help people struggling 
with drug addiction to 
connect with support 
and treatment. What 
services these people 
receive and what 
insurance will cover 
depends on what stage 
of one’s substance use 
disorder is at, Price said.

In 2020, Ten16 saw a 
decrease in the number 
of people coming to 
the emergency depart-
ment for drug addiction 
treatment from the orga-
nization’s yearly average 
of 450, to 356. In 2021, 
that number continued to 
fall, with Price projecting 
the number to hit only 
311 patients by the end of 
the year.

The organization’s 
center for recovery, 
located at 113 North 
Saginaw Road, serves 
around 300 people over 
the course of a year, Price 
said. But this number is 
now down about 30%. 
The organization’s resi-
dential program on M-20 
is running at only 50% 
capacity, he said.

Number of people 
with ‘problematic’ 
drug use increased 
last year

However, that does not 
mean there were fewer 
people struggling with 
drug addiction last year. 
Price said the number of 
people with “problem-
atic” drug use increased 
last year, with the 
stressors of the pandemic 
returning some to drug 

addiction.
“Some of the people 

that we were seeing may 
have had much longer 
periods of sobriety under 
their belt,” Price said. 
“Then the pandemic 
came along, and they 
lost their jobs, lost their 
support system, and 
stressors came along 
and ended up having a 
relapse as a result of it.”

In 2020, Brighter 
Tomorrow had its 
smallest number of 
clients. Traditionally, 
Wood said they have 
around 100 clients who 
have 24/7 access to the 
group’s team.

“Everything slowed 
down,” said Wood of the 
initial response to the 
pandemic. “With the 
courts and all of the state 
services, they just shut 
right down.”

From an operating 
standpoint, Wood said 
the group was able to 
maintain its funding 
without matching client’s 
costs to combat this 
disease during a time 
when health precautions 
limited access to fund-
raising opportunities.

She said this was 
helpful to the nonprofit, 
but the small number of 
clients don’t necessar-
ily mean there is not a 
community in need.

‘We do this to save 
lives’

“You can die from it,” 
Wood said regarding 
substance use disorder. 
“And there’s a very good 
chance you will. We do 
this to save lives.”

“I have to let people 
know that we’ll help you, 
we’ll get you through 
this,” she said. “We’ll 
stand by your side, 
because that’s what we 
needed and it wasn’t 
there for us.”

Wood lost her 
daughter, Ashley, in 2012 
to an overdose.

Inspired by a per-
sistent cardinal that 
came to visit Wood’s 
home shortly after 
police notified her of the 
loss, she created For A 
Brighter Tomorrow’s logo 

to feature the red bird 
flying with a glowing sun 
in the background.

“I think that’s my 
message from Ashley 
saying she’s free and 
she’s happy,” said Wood. 
“Then, the cardinal 
stopped flying around 
my yard for the rest of 
the day. I wanted the 
cardinal inflight and I 
wanted the sun behind it 
for brighter days.”

As Midland County 
largely moves into 
seemingly traditional 
times with various events 
returning, she said 
people are able to access 
more “normal” ways of 
receiving support.

This year, Wood said 
the number of clients 
have already increased. 
But at the same time, 
Wood said billing for 
services have increased 
by $600-800 over 
the past three to four 
months.

Moving forward, 
Price said he hopes to 
be serving more people 
in the coming years. 
This is not because he 
hopes more people are 
struggling with drug 
addiction, but because he 
hopes more people who 
need help treating it will 
come in and get it. He 
said only 10% of people 
nationwide struggling 
with drug addiction get 
the treatment they need 
at places like Ten16, Price 
said.

Where can I receive 
Naloxone in Midland 
County?

The Midland County 
Department of Public 
Health has teamed up 
with local organizations, 
including the Legacy 
Center for Community 
Success, in an effort to 
prevent deaths caused by 
opioid overdose.

One way the depart-
ment makes an effort to 
prevent deaths is through 
providing life-saving 
medication.

The Midland County 
Department of Public 
Health has naloxone 
for county residents 
in need. According to 

the state of Michigan’s 
Overdose Data to Action 
dashboard, naloxone 
is a life-saving medi-
cation that can be used 
to reverse the effects 
of an opioid overdose. 
Naloxone is commonly 
known by two brand 
names, Narcan and 
Evzio. https://co.mid-
land.mi.us/HealthDe-
partment/Narcan.aspx

Prior to the pandemic, 
Midland County 
residents could pick up 
Narcan nasal spray from 
the Midland County 
Department of Public 
Health, which is located 
at 220 W. Ellsworth St. 
in Midland.

Due to the pandemic, 
the health department 
now delivers naloxone to 
residents in the parking 
lot.

Midland County 
residents should call the 
Health Department at 
(989-832-6665) to make 
an appointment for a 
parking lot delivery.

The department asks 
people to call ahead and 
make arrangements prior 
to arriving at its office.

The department of 
public health is open 
from 8 a.m. to noon 
and 1 to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. The 
office closes from noon to 
1 p.m. daily.

Resources:
For resources provided 

by the nonprofit, For 
A Brighter Tomorrow, 
visit https://forabright-
ertomorrow.org/posts-
slide-2/.

Hope Not Handcuffs: 
Started by Families 
Against Narcotics, 
people struggling with 
substance use disorder 
can come to participating 
police agencies, who will 
guide them to treatment 
options. Greene said the 
Midland County Sheriff’s 
office is a part of this 
program. Visit https://
www.familiesagainstnar-
cotics.org/hopenothand-
cuffs for more info.

For more information 
on Ten16, visit: http://
www.1016.org/

PANDEMIC
Continued from Page 1a

first and only state to improve facilities to better 
accommodate servicewomen.

According to Rogers, 18% of those in the 
Michigan Army National Guard are women. In 
Midland, 34 of the 168 soldiers are female.

“By not having more women, we are losing a 
lot of potential talent. Part of the process is to 
improve our facilities, and then improve our 
recruiting to bring their talent to the organiza-
tion,” Rogers said.

The Midland Armory, designed by Alden B. 
Dow and built in the 1970s, was constructed at 
a time when there were few local servicewomen.

“We’ve come a long way since then. In fact, 
in the last 18 months, the Army has opened up 
every job to women,” Rogers stated.

State Rep. Annette Glenn toured the 
armory along with Maj. Gen. Paul D. Rogers 
and armory staff. They viewed the women’s 
restrooms and another room with a limited 
number of showers and lockers.

It will take time for the proposal to be written 
as a bill and be introduced to the Michigan 
Senate, but the Midland Armory already has 
a renovation design prepared; the hope is to 
release a construction bid to local businesses as 
soon as the funding is approved.

The Midland Armory renovations would 
include improving the lighting, adding private 
rooms for breastfeeding and new locker, 
shower and bathroom facilities for both men 
and women, with each shower having its own 
private changing space. Additionally, $2.8 
million of the funding for the Midland Armory 
would go toward an expansion that would bring 
the approximately 23,000-square-foot facility 
to about 34,000 square feet.

“We want to make this all come together and 
try to minimize construction costs as much as 
possible. We’re trying to utilize existing utilities 
where we have them,” said Del Avery, master 
planner.

The possibility of renovations mean a lot 
to Sgt. 1st Class Jared Kemppainen as the 
expanded locker space will keep gear more 
secure, larger training space and conference 
rooms will be able to accommodate more 
soldiers and the larger gym will help soldiers 
better stay in shape.

“These men and women literally put their 
lives on the line for us. To have their back and 
be able to support them I think is something 
everyone would want to do,” said Glenn.

ARMORY
Continued from Page 1a

October as Michigan 
Apple Month, recogniz-
ing the state’s importance 
to the industry.

Apples are the largest 
and most valuable fruit 
crop in the Great Lakes 
State’s diverse agricul-
ture. Growers dedicate 
their lives to the industry, 
operating 775 fami-
ly-run farms with over 
14.9 million apple trees, 
covering 34,500 acres in 
Michigan.

“Passionate Michigan 
Apple growers have 
carried on the tradition 
of growing apples for 
many generations and 
continue to produce the 
best tasting apples in 
the world,” stated Diane 
Smith, executive director 
of the Michigan Apple 
Committee, in a press 
release. “Our industry 
appreciates the recogni-
tion of the hard work and 
dedication of Michigan’s 
apple growers.”

This year’s Michigan 
Apple crop is estimated 

to be 18.25 million 
bushels (766.5 million 
pounds), according to 
the official crop estimate 
announced in August 
at the USApple Outlook 
meeting, held in Chicago.

“In late April, a freeze 
occurred in which some 
Michigan Apple growing 
areas experienced nine 
or more hours in the 
20 degrees Fahren-
heit range, which was 
too cold for any of the 
delicate apple blossoms 
that had opened at 
that time,” said Smith. 
“However, there will 
still be plenty of apples 
for consumers to enjoy 
this fall, either from the 
produce department of 
your favorite grocery 
store, or from farm 
markets, cider mills and 
orchards.”

Shawn Coughlin, of 
Bayne’s Apple Valley in 
Freeland, said despite 
the temperature issues, 
the cider mill has done 
well.

“We’ve were able 
to get every apple we 
needed and then some,” 
Coughlin said.

Coughlin and his wife 
bought the Bayne’s four 
years ago this week. He 
said they can’t grow and 
sell their own apples due 
to issues with the Titta-
bawassee River.

They purchase all their 
apples from Michigan 
apple growers, he said. 
This past year, they 
bought about 1,500 
bushels of apples from 
the growers.

Coughlin said apples 
rank sixth or seventh 
among the things they 
sell. Doughnuts and 
cider top the list. Yet, 
among the apples they 
offer include the Mutsu, 
a very large apple that 
they haven’t been able to 
get in past years. He said 
they are still waiting to 
hear if they will get the 
22 bushels, they ordered 
of EverCrisp apple.

“We will never get 
away from apples,” 
Coughlin said. “That’s 
what we are, a cider mill.”

While state apple 
yields ran from marginal 
to very good, prices were 
impacted. Coughlin said 
apple rises rose 25%, 

cider apples went up 35% 
and the prices for the 
plastic jugs saw a 48% 
increase.

“It’s the first time we’ve 
had to raise prices in 
our four years of owning 
Bayne’s,” Coughlin said, 
noting that they had to 
pass some of the prices 
onto customers.

There are an estimated 
150 cider mills and 
300 farmers markets 
in Michigan, according 
to the Michigan Apple 
Committee.

To discover new ways 
to celebrate Michigan 
Apple Month this year, 
visit MichiganApples.
com for recipes, tips, 
flavor profiles, farm 
market locations and 
much more.

The Michigan Apple 
Committee is a grow-
er-funded nonprofit 
organization devoted to 
marketing, education 
and research activities to 
distinguish the Michigan 
Apple and encourage its 
consumption in Michigan 
and around the world. To 
learn more, visit Michi-
ganApples.com.

CROP
Continued from Page 1a

apples. They also have candy corn, 
honey, apple butter and other 
items. The store is open through 
Nov. 13.

Leaman’s Green Apple Barn 
at 7475 N. River Road in Freeland 
has been open for more than 125 
years and seven generations. It 
was established in 1889, when 
John Welzein and Sophie Paulitz 
Welzein came from Germany 
and bought about 14 acres that 
expanded to 100 acres today. And 

the expansion continues. They 
offer doughnuts, cider, and many 
other baked goods. They also have 
a corn maze, playground, petting 
zoo and apple box train rides 
around the farm. They also offer 
holiday treats and gifts. They close 
in December.

Jacques Orchard, owned by 
Gary and Lynn Jacques, located 
at 2275 N. Iva Road in Hemlock 
is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday and Sunday noon to 5 
p.m. They offer 20 varieties of 
apples and caramel apples. They 
close for the season on Oct. 31.

The Wild Pumpkin in 
Beaverton located at 5799 
Beaverton Road offers a petting 
zoo, a variety of fresh doughnuts, 
hot and cold cider and pumpkin 
picking. The farm owned by 
Lori and Jeff Hedrick offers 
wagon rides around the farm, 
a playground, corn box, hay/
straw maze, mum and wildflow-
er fields that are great to walk 
through and taking pictures. The 
Wild Pumpkin is open Monday 
through Friday, noon to 6 p.m., 
and Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. They close for the season 
on Oct. 31.

ORCHARDS
Continued from Page 1a
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315 W LARKIN ST • 989-835-6797
www.fumcmidweb.org

  Worship • 9 & 11:15am

“OUR mISSIONaL LIFE: HOLINESS”
Rev. Jung Eun Yum  

 I Thessalonians 4:1-12 

 Mid-Week Worship • 6:15pm • Chapel
  “SpIRITUaL GIFTS”

  Rev. Anita Hahn • I Corinthians 12:1-11
The Sunday service is broadcast on WMPX (1490 AM) at 11am




