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Handcuffed in the back of a Sterling Heights Police cruiser, Logan Davis knew he was being 
recorded by an in-car camera and said in frustration: "You see what they do to Black, young 
men in America who are just minding their business? ... I just got off of work and they came 
and they arrested me." 

It was April 2019, Davis was 18, and an officer had just accused him of loitering outside of a 
closed business, an encounter that would eventually result in a physical struggle and a 
resisting charge for Davis. That happened even after the teen, standing two doors down 
from the sandwich shop where he worked, explained to the officer he had been waiting for 
his father. 

Sitting in the police car, Davis said, "this is not right." 

Davis is among thousands of people across Michigan accused every year of resisting and 
obstructing police. A Free Press investigation found that in Michigan, the charge is widely 
used, carries harsh potential penalties and disproportionately affects the state's Black 
residents. 

Across Michigan, the number of incidents where officers say they were obstructed has been 
on the rise. And in a large number of arrests - one out of three - resisting or obstructing was 



considered the most serious crime, a red flag to some defense attorneys. Minor infractions, 
like failing to use a turn signal or speeding, have resulted in the forceful arrests of people 
accused of not complying with or resisting police. 

Law enforcement officials in interviews attributed a rise in cases to a more defiant public 
that has lost respect for police authority. But critics counter that police have too much 
discretion when deciding whether to arrest someone for resisting. 

The Free Press investigation found: 

Black men are nearly six times more likely to be charged with resisting and obstructing 
police under state law than white men; Black women are three and one-half times more 
likely to be charged than white women. 

When Black women were prosecuted in state cases, half of the time resisting and 
obstructing were the only charges filed under state law. 

The number of times police reported they had been obstructed has increased since 2015. 

Penalties for resisting police can be especially severe in Michigan compared with other 
states. 

Concerns over the use of the obstruction charge recently prompted some prosecutors in 
Michigan to insist on reviewing any video footage before authorizing charges. 

Michigan's state law on resisting police is "overly broad, which then leads to overly punitive 
punishment," said state Sen. Erika Geiss, D-Taylor, who added that she was very disturbed 
by the racial disparity in the number of charges discovered by the Free Press investigation. 

Kristine Longstreet, supervising attorney with Neighborhood Defender Service Detroit, said 
there is a distrust of police today in some communities. 

"In terms of what we see in the system, Black and brown people, they're over-policed, they're 
targeted, they're stopped more," she said. "I don't think that we can have this discussion 
about resisting and obstructing police officers without having a discussion where people 
don't feel protected by the police." 

 

Confounding a nation 

The problematic use of resisting charges by police has been cited during recent federal 
investigations into police departments for alleged misconduct and civil rights violations. In 
Ferguson, Missouri, and Baltimore, African Americans were charged with resisting far too 
often given their population, investigators concluded. Officers also were quick to use force 
when people disobeyed their orders - a kind of arrest sometimes referred to as "contempt of 
cop." 



Investigations like the one into Ferguson police signaled that resisting charges can be "a red 
flag for police misconduct," said Scott Holmes, a clinical associate law professor at North 
Carolina Central University who has studied resisting cases. 

In some of the most high-profile cases recently, police officers aggressively arrested Black 
men who were accused of resisting - sometimes with fatal outcomes. George Floyd was 
killed by a Minneapolis officer who knelt on his neck. Eric Garner died after being put in a 
chokehold by a New York police officer. And Walter Scott was shot in the back and killed by a 
South Carolina officer. 

Brenda Goss Andrews, a retired deputy chief from the Detroit Police Department and first 
vice president of the National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives, said the 
problems of race and policing are long-standing and systemic. 

So the question is, she said, "what are we actually going to do about it?" 

 

Reviewing the tape 

The widespread availability of video - from police body and dashcams on the scene and 
cellphones wielded by onlookers - has helped shed light on controversial encounters. In one 
case in Michigan, a judge dismissed a resisting charge against a defendant after video was 
shown in court. An officer involved in the arrest was later charged with assault. 

Washtenaw County Prosecutor Eli Savit said greater review for resisting and obstructing 
charges can help build the community's trust in law enforcement. 

Savit said he believes resisting police should be a crime and that people should cooperate 
with law enforcement. Prosecutors, he added, also have an ethical duty to bring charges 
only in the interest of justice. 

Savit said Michigan's law on resisting is broad. A person who "assaults, batters, wounds, 
resists, obstructs, opposes, or endangers" an officer could be guilty of a felony that can carry 
up to two years in prison, with penalties increasing if an officer is injured or killed, according 
to state law. 

"For example, somebody could be charged with resisting and obstructing if they ‘oppose' an 
officer," he said. "Can you bring a charge if somebody is pulled over for a traffic offense, 
making a wrong-way turn on a one-way street ... and then sort of grumbles a little bit, or 
maybe delays getting out of the car if the officers ask them to, or delays providing their 
license? Yeah, we could probably bring that charge under the law because it's so broadly 
written. 

"But is it in the interest of justice to saddle that person with a felony record? In my view, 
absolutely not." 

In Ingham County, Prosecutor Carol Siemon said her office's review policy was partially 
inspired by the 2019 case of an older Black man initially pulled over by East Lansing police 



for failing to use a turn signal. During the stop, the driver was forced to the ground and an 
officer put his knee on him, video shows. 

The driver faced resisting and obstructing charges, but the prosecutor's office dismissed 
them once footage of the incident was reviewed. Siemon said the charges "would not have 
been issued in the first place" if the video had been initially available for review. 

Siemon said she hopes her policy will prevent the escalation of minor contacts like the East 
Lansing traffic stop. 

"We're going to look at cases closely and we're not going to issue cases where we think that 
there really wasn't a safety concern for the community, or in the best interest of our society," 
she said. 

 

Threatening officer safety 

Advocates for law enforcement stress that the dangers officers face is all too real. 

A Free Press review of select police reports involving resisting officers found a variety of 
incidents that could have imperiled an officer's health and safety. Officers said they have 
been hit, kicked and bitten by people they took into custody. They have had to chase people 
running from them and speed behind drivers fleeing. 

Ingham County Sheriff Scott Wriggelsworth said one of his deputies was punched in the face 
during a domestic assault call and another was bitten by an intoxicated woman in recent 
months. 

More has been done in recent years to reduce the chances of a violent end to a police 
encounter, according to law enforcement officials. They point to increased training, including 
for de-escalating tense scenes. 

But if someone is not following orders or refuses to provide their identification to police, 
"what's the answer for the officer on the road?" asked Robert Stevenson, executive director 
of the Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police. "What does society or people want to have 
happen there because, ultimately, the laws are enacted by the Legislature and we deal with 
the laws that are on the books." 

 

Compiling data 

Understanding the true nature of the problem of resisting police is a challenge, especially in 
Michigan where comprehensive data about cases is scattered and incomplete. 

To produce this report, the Free Press obtained and analyzed more than six years of 
statewide data about obstructing police cases from the Michigan State Police and additional 
data from the State Court Administrative Office. The Free Press also combed through federal 
lawsuits, police records and video of traffic stops. 



Among the findings: Minor infractions can sometimes escalate to the point where officers 
used force against citizens who were viewed as noncompliant. Police body and dashcam 
footage and cellphone videos captured people slammed to the ground, punched and tased 
by officers. 

In one case, a Taylor police officer grabbed a partially opened driver's side window with his 
gloved hands, pulled the glass until it shattered, and then tried to pull the driver out. In other 
cases, drivers who only briefly struggled with officers faced felony charges. 

David A. Robinson, an attorney and former Detroit police officer, said the conversation 
needs to be shifted to ask less what a citizen could have done differently to avoid a 
confrontation and more to what the police could have done. Robinson is representing Logan 
Davis in his federal civil lawsuit against the Sterling Heights officer who arrested him for 
resisting. 

In an interview, Davis recalled that it was raining the night he was arrested and he had just 
finished up a late shift at Firehouse Subs on Van Dyke Avenue. He walked two doors down to 
stand under the awning of another business while he waited for his father to pick him up. 

That's when he said he saw a police SUV driven by Sterling Heights Officer Jeremy Walleman 
pull into the parking lot and head his way shortly before 10 p.m. 

Efforts to reach Walleman for comment were unsuccessful. A spokesman for the 
department said officers there are not allowed to speak to the media. 

According to Walleman's report from that night, he was driving by the empty parking lot 
when he spotted someone standing near the closed businesses. He decided to investigate. 

"My first thought was that the subject was possibly acting as a lookout for a possible break 
in," Walleman wrote in the report. 

"The first thing I thought," Davis said, "was, ‘Am I about to get shot tonight?'" 

 

Rising cases 

Davis' arrest was one of a rising number of incidents - a 17% increase between 2015 and 
2020 - where police in Michigan reported they were obstructed in some way, according to 
state police data. There are numerous crimes that fall under the classification of obstructing 
police, including resisting officers, fleeing and eluding and making false police reports. 

When there were arrests in these incidents, the highest offense was resisting or obstructing 
in one out of three cases. And nearly half of the time, where resisting or obstructing was the 
most serious alleged crime, those arrested were Black. 

The data reviewed by the Free Press does not include all arrests related to obstructing 
police. That's because, in part, the state police collect only the four most serious offenses 
associated with an incident. Obstructing police crimes are among the lowest on the state 
police's hierarchy of offenses. 



Racial disparity throughout the criminal justice system also appears when suspects are 
charged after their arrests with resisting and obstructing. 

Black men and women are more likely to be charged than their white counterparts. Court 
data on state cases between 2019 and mid-2021 shows disparities are especially 
pronounced among Black men in their 20s. They are charged at a rate 12 times greater 
than what would be expected given their proportion of the population. Race, age and gender 
were not available for 20% of state cases, according to court office officials. 

Half of the time Black women were charged with resisting and obstructing, it was the only 
charge filed under state law. 

Though these statistics shed light on resisting cases, it's still unclear just how often 
Michigan residents are charged under municipal laws in any given year. 

Many communities also have local ordinances that make resisting a crime, but with lesser 
penalties. The Free Press analysis of court data did not include those cases. 

Violations of state law come with the most severe penalties. But sometimes county 
prosecutors charge a defendant with a lesser crime under state law - attempted resisting - 
because they say they want to handle it as a misdemeanor rather than a more severe felony. 

 

Putting on pressure 

Some defense attorneys argue prosecutors often use the felony resisting charge to leverage 
plea deals from defendants. 

Beatrice Fizer said that's what happened to her. 

Warren police officers arrested Fizer during a late-night traffic stop in March 2017 after she 
was pulled over on the Detroit side of 8 Mile Road for speeding. 

A police dashcam video caught what happened next. The officers - Brian Herrin and Dale 
VanHorn - walked up and flanked her SUV. Herrin knocked on the driver's side window and 
motioned for Fizer to roll it down. Around the same time, VanHorn opened the passenger 
side door. Fizer said in an interview she was scared at the time and wanted to use her 
phone to film the encounter. 

Herrin told Fizer to roll down the window and opened her door. 

"Step on out for me, ma'am," he said, repeating the order. 

"I am," Fizer responded. 

Almost immediately, Herrin grabbed Fizer and pried her from the driver's seat. VanHorn ran 
over to help Herrin, and, after a brief struggle, they forced Fizer to the ground. A Warren 
Police Department use-of-force report said Fizer "sustained a minor laceration to lip when 
she was muscled out of the vehicle for failing to obey lawful commands." 



Herrin accused Fizer of not following his orders, but she testified during a deposition in her 
civil lawsuit against the officers that her seat belt was still on when he started pulling her 
out. A police report also said officers found marijuana in the vehicle. 

"Yes, I was afraid for my life at that time," Fizer testified, recalling other recent fatal police 
encounters involving Black people. "I'm getting pulled over by the Warren Police Department. 
I was afraid." 

Fizer was charged with a felony count of resisting and obstructing police, but pleaded guilty 
in a deal to a misdemeanor of attempted resisting, according to court documents. Court 
records show she received probation. 

"It was like I didn't have a choice," Fizer said. 

In an interview with the Free Press, Fizer said that her court-appointed attorney cautioned 
she wouldn't win the case, so she felt pressured to take the deal. Attempts to reach the 
police officers in the arrest and a prosecutor who handled the case were unsuccessful. 
Reached by the Free Press, her court-appointed attorney declined comment. 

The 42-year-old Detroit woman is now suing the Warren officers in federal court, claiming 
they used excessive force. Attorney Gina Puzzuoli, who is representing Fizer, said officers 
had "no reason to take her out of the car on a traffic offense." Warren Police Commissioner 
William Dwyer said in a voicemail: "We don't comment on lawsuits." 

Holmes, the North Carolina law professor, said the state law there for resisting, delaying and 
obstructing an officer is a misdemeanor. Having the option to charge resisting as a felony, as 
prosecutors in Michigan do, Holmes said, "tilts the scales of justice in favor of the 
prosecutors and the government and the police in a way that makes it hard for the person to 
really expose misconduct when misconduct has occurred." 

 

Taking a second look 

Police officials in Michigan often contend that officers enforce the resisting laws on the 
books. But the Free Press found cases in which charges were dropped after video of the 
incidents raised questions. 

That was the outcome for Yeremyah Hawkins, a white man who at age 78 was among the 
oldest Michigan residents arrested for resisting last year, according to state police data. 
Hawkins, a retired cement finisher, was arrested by Ishpeming police in the Upper Peninsula 
for lapsed car insurance and charged with two felony counts of resisting and obstructing. 
Seven months later, all of the charges against him were dropped after prosecutors reviewed 
video of the traffic stop. 

Police pulled Hawkins over just before 8 p.m. on Oct. 30 because they said he failed to 
signal a turn. Hawkins told the officers he thought he had insurance for his minivan, but 
officers determined it wasn't valid, according to the video. During the stop, an officer told 



Hawkins he was being "verbally combative." When asked whether he had any weapons, 
Hawkins replied, he had "two fists and I know how to use them." 

When officers tried to handcuff Hawkins, he was initially compliant, but then started to pull 
away, according to the police report. They forced him to the ground and repeatedly ordered 
him to put his hands behind his back. One officer is heard in the video questioning whether 
a Taser should be used on Hawkins, but it never was. After officers helped Hawkins to his 
feet, one asked why he had pulled away from them. 

"It's just an automatic reaction," Hawkins replied. 

Marquette County Prosecutor Matt Wiese said charges in the case were initially issued 
based on information in the police report. 

"In the end, the system did what it should have done and didn't seek to put felony 
convictions on a 78-year-old man who maybe didn't understand what was going on," Wiese 
said. 

Efforts to reach the officers - Travis Hardwicke and Christian Howard - for comment were 
unsuccessful. But Ishpeming Police Chief Steve Snowaert said Hawkins was arrested for 
resisting because he "stiffened up, pulled his arms away." His officers were polite to Hawkins 
during the stop and tried to get him to comply, according to the chief. 

Hawkins told the Free Press he felt like police wanted "to treat me as if I'm Jesse James or 
somebody." The Ishpeming resident said he did not attack the officers. 

"It's the other way around." 

Marquette County Chief Public Defender Patrick Crowley, Hawkins' defense attorney, said 
the charges were "utterly nonsense." He said police wrongly tack on resisting if a person 
doesn't immediately do everything officers ask. The charge, which he described as common 
in the county, is used as "a sword rather than a shield," Crowley said. 

Video evidence also led to the dismissal of a felony resisting charge against then-Southfield 
resident Brendan Morgan, a Black man, after he was accused by Taylor police last year. 

Officers stopped Morgan, then 33, at a gas station after an alleged domestic violence 
incident that night, according to a police report. Morgan was also wanted on arrest warrants 
from other communities. Police videos from the scene show officers running up to Morgan's 
car with guns drawn and screaming for him to get out of the car. 

Body cam video shows an officer punching Morgan as he sits in the driver's seat with his 
hands up. Prosecutors alleged it was Officer Tyler Peake who struck Morgan. 

Morgan was then pulled out of the 2006 Audi sedan and several officers wrestled him to the 
ground. Lying on the pavement, officers punched and tased Morgan as he screamed. 
Officers claimed that Morgan had tried to walk away and resisted arrest. 

Morgan, who has prior convictions for resisting and obstructing police, was charged with 
several crimes, including resisting officers. 



But it took Taylor police months to provide the video footage of the arrest to Wayne County 
prosecutors. After the video was shown in court, a judge dismissed the resisting charge 
against Morgan. 

Todd Perkins, Morgan's attorney, said his client did not resist and that officers "created this 
event. They created everything about this event." 

Prosecutors later charged one of the officers involved, Peake, with assault and battery and 
misconduct in office for his role. Peake, 24, has been suspended without pay, police said. In 
an interview, Taylor Police Chief John Blair said: "We screwed up. We should have de-
escalated. We need to do a better job." 

Civil rights advocates at the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of Michigan accused 
Taylor police of a history of excessive force, citing several incidents in recent years including 
the Morgan case. Last month, the group called on the federal Justice Department to 
investigate. 

According to his attorney, Peake did not punch Morgan, but was reaching into the car with 
force to grab Morgan's hand. Peake's attorney Dennis Whittie said "this case has been 
devastating for him." 

 

Pushing for reform 

In Ingham County, Siemon said the total number of resisting and obstructing charges issued 
by her office fell by 43% to 185 in the 12 months after her review policy was implemented. 
Siemon could not say how many requests for resisting her office denied. 

Wriggelsworth, the county sheriff, questioned the threshold for prosecutors reviewing 
requests for resisting charges. "I certainly hope it's not you having to punch a cop in the face 
before you get charged with resist and obstruct," he said. 

To ensure charging decisions were handled consistently, Wayne County Prosecutor Kym 
Worthy recently implemented a policy that police should provide all available video evidence 
to prosecutors, who need to review it, before issuing resisting charges. 

In an interview, Worthy said she wanted prosecutors to take into consideration "the 
circumstances of the encounter. Was there a de-escalation attempt by the police? What was 
the police conduct? What was the mental state of the defendant?" 

Some defense attorneys say they have seen an uptick in resisting cases. 

Jeffrey Edison, a longtime criminal defense attorney and board member of the National 
Conference of Black Lawyers, said there seems to be more widespread use of resisting 
charges by police "and the problem is ... it covers so many different types of conduct. That, 
for the most part, is due to an officer's subjective account of what occurred." 



The incident involving Logan Davis, the then-high school senior arrested after work in 
Sterling Heights, is an example of a case handled by a city attorney's office - the type of case 
not included in statewide court data provided to the Free Press. 

Davis faced two misdemeanor charges brought under city ordinances - loitering and resisting 
- and both were dropped, court records show. 

The Sterling Heights city attorney and its police chief did not return requests for comment. 

In his lawsuit, Davis, now 20, alleges racial discrimination. Davis accused Officer Walleman 
of using excessive force by slamming him to the ground and putting his forearm and elbow 
on his throat during the arrest. In court records, attorneys for Walleman denied the claims 
and said the amount of force used was reasonable because Davis was resisting arrest. 

In video of the incident, Davis can be heard telling Walleman he worked at Firehouse Subs, 
two doors down from where he was standing, and gave his first name. Walleman requested 
his last name and Davis asked why. Walleman said: "Because you're standing in front of a 
closed business and you're loitering." 

At one point in the encounter, Davis pointed to his work shirt, video shows. Attorneys for 
Walleman argued it was a dark night and Davis was wearing a jacket over his shirt, leaving 
Walleman unable to see whether it was a Firehouse Subs shirt. 

Eventually, Walleman arrested Davis, who repeatedly called it illegal. According to 
Walleman's report, Davis wouldn't put his right hand behind his back and video shows the 
officer forced Davis to the ground. 

In a motion filed in Davis' civil case, attorneys for Walleman argue he had reasonable 
suspicion to stop Davis for loitering because he was standing in front of a closed business. 
The filing also says Walleman decided to investigate because he knew of prior burglaries, 
including an attempted break-in at that same plaza in 2016. 

But in response, Davis' attorneys said in a separate filing that Walleman "had no reasonable 
suspicion to demand Logan provide an ID, and the investigatory stop was illegal." The filing 
also claims that the officer did not have probable cause to arrest Davis, who had provided 
his first name and his reason for standing in front of the business. 

In an interview, Davis' father criticized police for not seeing his son as someone who might 
need help. 

The officer "didn't say ...'maybe he needs my assistance,'" said Delbert Davis, who lives in 
Sterling Heights. "He didn't say that. He automatically pictured him as a criminal." 

The incident has taken an emotional toll on the family. Davis' mother, Kiwana Gaines, said 
she worries about her son and is at a loss for what advice to give him. This encounter, she 
said, can't just be chalked up to being in the wrong place at the wrong time. She believes 
her son was targeted because he is Black. 



"How am I supposed to tell him to do what you're supposed to do, and nothing will happen to 
you?" Gaines said. "Because he was doing what he was supposed to do - working, waiting for 
his dad - and it still happens to him. 

"So what else can I tell him to make sure he'll be OK?" 

Contact Gina Kaufman: gkaufman@freepress.com. Follow her on Twitter: @ReporterGina 
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