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“Your GREAT, LAKES, 
LOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOONS,” echoes 
around Dow Diamond and the nearby 
downtown Midland area before each Great 
Lakes Loons home game.

Jerry O’Donnell is the man behind 
that call. While many Midlanders have 
heard the call, some might not know the 
moments leading up to it – that moment 

O’Donnell sits in his seat behind the PA 
microphone.

“I get a tingle up the back of my neck,” 
O’Donnell said. “There are times when 
I get this almost out-of-body experience 
where it’s so exciting for me to turn on 
the microphone. … It’s the most euphoric 
experience because it’s a joy to do what you 
were meant to do.”

That euphoric experience continues for 
O’Donnell throughout the game. Having 
the crowd energized and excited after a 
chant or a funny sound plays, O’Donnell 
loves the opportunity to introduce the next 
batter.

It is pure adrenaline at that moment for 
O’Donnell.

You can call him the voice of Midland

AUSTIN CHASTAIN
austin.chastain@hearstnp.com

O’Donnell combining 
entertainment, baseball to leave 
mark at Dow Diamond

Back to the gridiron

The owner of the old Holiday Inn in Midland 
who was jailed for failing to comply with dem-
olition orders and not paying fines was granted 
release.

However, Jeff Kern is prohibited from exiting 
Midland County at this time.

Kern appeared in a review hearing on 
Aug. 9 at the Midland County Courthouse, in 
which Judge Michael Carpenter, of the 75th 
District Court, made the decision. The judge 
asked questions regarding the progress of the 
condemned property’s demolition and the status 
of the fines paid.

Carpenter granted Kern’s release since the 
building is now 10% torn down, which seems 
in line with the estimates laid out by the dem-
olition contractor Pat Battaglia, he said. While 
Kern was released from jail, he cannot leave the 
county and must leave his driver’s license at the 
courthouse.

Owner of old Holiday 
Inn released from 
jail, but confined to 
Midland
ANDREW MULLIN
AMullin@hearstnp.com

Condemned building is now 10% torn down

The Midland County Fair is 
coming back for its 83rd year 
with a mix of fan-favorite attrac-
tions and a few new features.

The Midland County Fair offi-
cially opens at noon Sunday, Aug. 
15, but the midway activities 
including rides and games will 
start Monday, Aug. 16.

“We’re very excited to host this 
community and the many guests 
that come to the fairgrounds 
each year. It’s a great collection 
of animals, rides and entertain-
ment,” said fair manager Trish 

Steele.
Live entertainment for all ages 

will return to the grandstand. 
Admission for each event is $12 
for adults and $7 for children 
ages 10 and younger. This year, 
the fair is providing the option 
of buying tickets through its 
website tickets.midlandfair.
com/p/tickets

Midland County Fair to bring new 
events, old favorites next week

VICTORIA RITTER
vritter@mdn.net

Steele expects ‘super-duper’ 
fair after hiatus

Midland’s court families have been forever 
changed following the COVID-19 pandemic and 
devastating flooding that followed the 2020 
mid-Michigan dam failures.

This was a big message in Judge Dorene S. Allen’s 
2019-2020 report for the Midland County Probate 
Court and 42nd Circuit Court-Family Division.

“There was a silence after March 
13, 2020 that was eerie,” Allen wrote 
in a preface to the report. “A silence 
with our youth and neglect popu-
lations. The youth population was 
‘invisible’ because of the quaran-
tining and at-home restrictions for 
people.”

The report notes that the delin-
quency rate went down in 2020 
(from 154 in 2019 to 93 in 2020, 
regarding adjudicated offenses and 

probation violations). But Allen cautions that she 
does not view this as a sign for things to come.

“… although initially the numbers on our neglect 
cases were down, things moved to full speed in the 
last quarter of 2020, with our numbers essentially 
being the same as we have seen historically,” she 
stated in her report.

Midland County 
sees drop in juvenile 
delinquency rates

KATE HESSLING
khessling@hearstnp.com

Judge cautions the end-of-the year rates 
were back at historically-scene levels by 
the end of 2020

Honorable 
Dorene S. 
Allen
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Dow’s Tucker Pomranky, center, practices his “Heisman” during the Chargers’ first football practice of the year 
Monday morning at H. H. Dow High School. For more photos, turn to today’s Sports section or visit www.ourmidland.
com. (Katy Kildee/kkildee@mdn.net)

Midland’s 
Jalen Brown 
catches 
a pass 
during the 
Chemics’ 
first practice 
of the year 
Monday
morning at 
Midland  
High 
School. 
For more 
photos, turn 
to today’s 
Sports 
section or 
visit www.
ourmidland. 
com. (Katy 
Kildee/
kkildee@
mdn.net)

Jerry O’Donnell poses for a portrait Thursday, Aug. 5, 2021 
at Dow Diamond. (Katy Kildee/kkildee@mdn.net)
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“The rush is just unbe-
lievable,” O’Donnell said. 
“It takes me two hours to 
come down after a game. I 
can’t sleep for hours after 
it.”

O’Donnell. 57, has been 
using his voice to tell stories 
and entertain for the last 
40 years. From writing to 
producing to being on-air 
talent for both television 
and radio, O’Donnell 
has done a little bit of 
everything in the media 
business.

Now, as the public 
address announcer for the 
Loons, O’Donnell uses 
his voice to bring together 
entertainment and baseball 
– the former of which is his 
greatest passion.

O’Donnell grew up in 
Interlochen where his 
family owned a farm. 
Music and performance 
runs deep in O’Donnell’s 
family and background. 
His great uncle was a 
harmonica player who 
called square dances some 
80 years ago; his grandfa-
ther was a fiddle player who 
also called square dances.

His family would sing 
songs from church together 
while doing daily chores 
around the farm. It was all 
instinct, no sheet music or 
references. In the four-part 
harmony, O’Donnell sang 
bass while his sisters 
sang tenor and alto while 
his mom sang soprano. 
O’Donnell said all three 
of his kids play a classical 
instrument of some kind 
and he has a niece who 
teaches elementary and 
middle school students 
vocal music.

Away from the farm, in 
high school, O’Donnell was 
all over the performing 
arts – drama, band, choir 
– and even participated in 
public speaking competi-
tions. He said former hosts 
and comedians – Johnny 
Carson, George Carlin, Bob 
Newhart – were a major 
influence on O’Donnell’s 
style while performing, 

whether at Dow Diamond 
or emceeing events in the 
area.

O’Donnell said his job 
with the Loons, combining 
entertainment and 
baseball, is just that – a 
combination of the two. It 
is also an extension of what 
he did in high school and 
his past professional stops.

“I think a lot about what 
I do on the PA, it takes up 
a lot of my time, it takes up 
a lot of my creativity, most 
trying to find new ways to 
do stuff,” O’Donnell said. 
“I’m always trying to find 
new ways to entertain the 
fans and the ways to bring 
the theme to life on the 
microphone. I don’t usually 
play with first pitch 7:05 
p.m., gametime tempera-
ture 87 degrees. But there 
are times when I will play 
with it. So, it’s always that 
mixed between tradition 
and innovation.”

The job is not entirely 
about baseball for 
O’Donnell. In fact, one 
of the few touchpoints 
O’Donnell had to baseball 
was listening to former 
Detroit Tigers play-by-play 
man Ernie Harwell on the 
radio.

Harwell’s style to 
captivate an audience and 
tell stories on the radio – it 
made people want to listen. 
O’Donnell was always one 
of those people – he wanted 

to hear what Harwell had 
to say during any given 
broadcast. Again, it was not 
about the game – rather the 
emotion and feeling of the 
game. Even if the stories 
were created on the spot.

“I recognized right away 
that he didn’t know that 
baseball that was hit to 
the upper deck went home 
with a fan from Bad Axe,” 
O’Donnell said. “(Harwell) 
didn’t know that; I knew he 
was making it up. I knew it 
was part of his storytelling 
and his shtick. I used to love 
(that) we would get to this 
point where you couldn’t 
walk away from the radio 
because you wanted to hear 
his whole story.

“He painted pictures 
in your mind,” O’Donnell 
continued. “Sometimes, 
he wouldn’t even talk 
about baseball. He talked 
about the ancillary stories 
that are going on around 
baseball. That was as inter-
esting for me as the Xs and 
Os. Listening to him tell 
stories about baseball.”

Which brings O’Donnell 
to now – the first PA 
announcer in Loons’ 
history. O’Donnell said 
he has seen more Loons 
games than anyone after 
being hired on for Opening 
Day back in 2007.

On top of his PA duties, 
O’Donnell works as the 
director of production 

and operations for ESPN 
100.9 FM. He is in charge 
of maintaining equipment, 
maintaining compliance 
to federal regulations, 
working feature pieces 
for clients and lending his 
voice as a voice actor and a 
producer for the station.

He has some fond 
baseball memories – 
watching Dee Gordon 
play and remembering 
a young, skinny kid who 
had never seen snow 
before arriving with the 
team in a stocking cap 
and shivering in the locker 
room. O’Donnell remem-
bered thinking Gordon was 
in for a rude awakening. 
Gordon overcame the cold 
and became a star for the 
Loons before playing 1,002 
games at the Major League 
level with the Los Angeles 
Dodgers, Miami Marlins, 
Seattle Mariners and Pitts-
burgh Pirates.

Jerry Sands was the 
author of one of O’Don-
nell’s favorite baseball 
memories with the Loons. 
Sands played two years 
with the Loons and showed 
significant improvement, 
especially at the plate. 
O’Donnell said Sands had 
one of the best curtain calls 
for a Loons player. In what 
would be his final at-bat 
with Great Lakes, Sands 
unleashed a monster home 
run that hit the flagpole in 

left field. Everyone knew it 
would be the last time they 
would see Sands in a Loons 
uniform.

“We all said, ‘See ya, 
Jerry! It’s been nice to 
know you,’” O’Donnell 
remembered. “He was 
moved up shortly after 
that.”

O’Donnell’s favorite 
memories of Loons 
baseball usually happen 
away from the field. He said 
he remembered former 
Dodgers manager Tommy 
Lasorda sitting outside the 
ESPN 100.9FM broadcast 
booth to sign autographs 
for fans hours after the 
final out was recorded.

Whether it is giving a kid 
a baseball or using his voice 
to add flair to names of the 
Loons’ batters or playing 
around with the theme of 
the night – O’Donnell said 
he wants the experience 
at Dow Diamond to be 
unique, but universal.

“A certain part of me 
wants the experience at 
Dow Diamond to be a 
typical baseball experi-
ence,” O’Donnell said. 
“But there’s a part of me 
that also wants the Dow 
Diamond experience for 
Loons fans to be different 
than they can get at any 
baseball game anywhere. 
That’s why I’m a homer 
for our guys. … That’s why 
there are little Easter eggs 
that we drop, both on 
the PA and in the sound, 
they’re little things that we 
do that everybody knows, 
that’s what they do at Dow 
Diamond. You know, that’s 
the way they do it at Dow 
Diamond and I wanted to 
be different.”

One of O’Donnell’s 
favorite parts of baseball, 
no matter what level, is the 
game – and the language of 
the game – is universal and 
can unite so many people.

Even down to actual 
communication, baseball 
is universal. O’Donnell said 
he had a conversation with 
one of the Loons catchers 
and asked, when a Latino 
pitcher was on the mound, 
if former third baseman 
Miguel Vargas or shortstop 

Leonel Valera would come 
in to help translate.

“He said, ‘I don’t need 
a translator, the baseball 
language is universal,’” 
O’Donnell recalled. “ … 
Everybody knows that 
throw strikes, everybody 
knows that one is fastball, 
two is the curve. It’s that 
universal language that all 
of these guys know from all 
parts of the world. … There 
are certain things that are 
just universal, and you 
see it every day here at the 
ballpark. It’s a culture that 
exists across all levels of 
baseball.”

O’Donnell is the man 
at Loons games to bring 
together the universal 
language of baseball with 
his background in the 
entertainment business. 
Which was how his famous 
call of the “Great Lakes 
Loons” was born.

As a former brass instru-
ment player, O’Donnell 
said he has a large lung 
capacity. The double-O in 
“Loons,” created a great 
opportunity to stretch out 
the nickname. In the first 
couple of games, O’Donnell 
did stretch it out and was 
asked by his director if 
he could continue to put 
emphasis on that sound in 
“Loons.”

“Yeah, I can do that 
– I can do that longer,” 
O’Donnell recalled. “So, it 
became longer and longer, 
then it became a thing 
for me. So, for me, it’s the 
signature thing. It’s my 
‘Detroit Basketball.’”

Again, entertainment 
meets baseball – that is the 
bottom line for O’Donnell.

With everything 
O’Donnell does to bring 
the best experience to Dow 
Diamond and the Loons, 
he said he knows his time 
behind the microphone will 
come to an end. But while 
he has the opportunity, he 
is going to continue making 
the most of it.

“My talent isn’t mine, it’s 
on loan,” O’Donnell said. 
“I need to make sure I’m a 
good steward of that talent. 
I try to use my talents for 
good, not evil.”

VOICE
Continued from Page 1a

For more than 30 years, Rev. Dr. 
Wallace H. Mayton III — “Wally” — 
has served the greater Midland 
Community as associate pastor with 
Memorial Presbyterian Church.

Shelterhouse, founded by a group 
of volunteers in 1976, has grown out of a 
great need our community has: safety, 
refuge, and healing for survivors of 
domestic and sexual violence. Since 
moving into their new facility on 
Waldo, where the emergency shelter is 
able to house three times more people 
compared to their M-20 location, Shel-
terhouse has been at capacity. Cases of 
sexual assault in our community have 
also been on the rise.

“We are so grateful for Pastor Wally 
taking a stand and calling on others 
to do the same. Shelterhouse has been 
part of our community for decades 
now because of our community’s 
commitment to survivors. We start 
by believing survivors, we don’t shy 
away from hard and uncomfortable 
conversations and truths, and we 
work to empower ourselves and others 
because when survivors heal from 
domestic violence and sexual assault, 
our whole community flourishes,” 
said Denise Berry, executive director.

Mayton has joined Shelterhouse 
this year as the 100 Men and More 

Campaign Champion. As champion, 
he is calling for 100 Men and More 
throughout Midland and Gladwin 
Counties to take a stand against 
domestic and sexual violence: to start 
by believing survivors and to give $100 
or more, or to start a monthly donation, 
to empower local survivors with Shel-
terhouse between Aug. 1 and Sept. 12.

“The 100 Men Campaign is 
our opportunity,” Mayton  
said. “Neighbors receive shelter, 
guidance, ongoing support, and means 
for life transformation. In a protective 
environment, survivors of domestic 
violence gain new perspectives and 
visions for their lives. They become 
empowered to live in security and 
hope.”

The 100 Men and More campaign 
began as a way to welcome men into 
the conversation about domestic and 
sexual violence — how to prevent, how 
to heal, and how to get help when it is 
needed.

Domestic violence and sexual 
assault are community health issues 
and addressing them takes our entire 
community.

“I invite us as neighbors to respond. 
The 100 Men [and More] Campaign 
gives us a voice and a choice. We may 
choose to speak. We may choose to 
affirm. We may choose to give. Shel-
terhouse effectively serves its mission. 
Shelterhouse practices neighboring. 
Our financial gifts announce our 
intention. We shall give and live as 
neighbors,” said Mayton.

Midland’s Wally Mayton named 100 
Men and More Champion for 2021

Midland Daily News

Mayton: ‘We shall give and live 
as neighbors’

The Rev. Wally 
Mayton delivers a 
blessing during a 
ceremony honoring 
15 individuals whose 
cremated remains 
had not been claimed, 
Friday, June 25, 2021 
at Midland Memorial 
Gardens. The event 
was hosted by Ware-
Smith-Woolever 
Funeral Directors.

GENEVA (AP) — The U.N.-appointed 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change published a new report Monday 
summarizing the latest authoritative 
scientific information about global 
warming. Here are five important 
takeaways.
BLAMING HUMANS

The report says almost all of the 
warming that has occurred since pre-in-
dustrial times was caused by the release 
of heat-trapping gases such as carbon 
dioxide and methane. Much of that is the 
result of humans burning fossil fuels — 
coal, oil, wood and natural gas.

The authors say global temperatures 
have already risen by 1.1 degrees Celsius 
(2 degrees Fahrenheit) since the 19th 
century, reaching their highest in over 
100,000 years, and only a fraction 
of that increase can have come from 
natural forces.
PARIS GOALS

Almost all countries have signed up 
to the 2015 Paris climate accord, which 
aims to limit global warming to an 
increase of 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 Fahr-
enheit) above the pre-industrial average 
by the year 2100. The agreements says 
that ideally the increase would be no 
more than 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 
degrees Fahrenheit).

But the report’s 200-plus authors 
looked at five scenarios and concluded 
that all will see the world cross the 1.5-
degree threshold in the 2030s — sooner 
than in previous predictions. Three of 
those scenarios will also see tempera-
tures rise 2 degrees Celsius.
DIRE CONSEQUENCES

The 3,000-plus-page report concludes 
that ice melt and sea level rise are 
already accelerating. Wild weather 
events — from storms to heat waves — 
are also expected to worsen and become 
more frequent.

Further warming is “locked in” due 
to the greenhouse gases humans have 
already released into the atmosphere. 
That means even if emissions are drasti-
cally cut, some changes will be “irrevers-
ible” for centuries, the report said.

SOME HOPE
While many of the report’s predictions 
paint a grim picture of humans’ impact 
on the planet and the consequences that 
will have going forward, the IPCC also 
found that so-called tipping points, like 
catastrophic ice sheet collapses and the 
abrupt slowdown of ocean currents, are 
“low likelihood,” though they cannot be 
ruled out.
BIG CATCH
Although temperatures are expected 
to overshoot the 1.5-degree-Celsius 
target in the next decade, the report 
suggests that warming could be 
brought back down to this level 
through what are known as “negative 
emissions.” That means sucking more 
carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere 
than is added, effectively cooling 
the planet again. The panel said that 
could be done starting about halfway 
through this century but doesn’t 
explain how, and many scientists are 
skeptical it’s possible.

5 things to know about the new 
UN report on climate change

In this Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2021 file photo, 
a floating dock sits on the lakebed of the 
Suesca lagoon, in Suesca, Colombia. The 
lagoon, a popular tourist destination near 
Bogota that has no tributaries and depends 
on rain runoff, has radically decreased 
its water surface due to years of severe 
droughts in the area and the deforestation 
and erosion of its surroundings. (AP Photo/
Fernando Vergara, File)

Jerry O’Donnell poses for a portrait Thursday, Aug. 5, 2021 at Dow Diamond. (Katy 
Kildee/kkildee@mdn.net)
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