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PAINESDALE --- Elise
Besonen was prepared for
her big moment Monday
night. During all that time
waiting for this season to
start, her shooting workouts
included a mid-range shot
from the baseline, the part
of the court she got to as the
clock ticked down in this
regional semifinal.
She knocked down a

runner with a half-second
left to push the Panthers
past Baraga 45-43 and
advance to Wednesday
night’s regional final against
Carney-Nadeau in what will
be a battle of the top-two
ranked teams in the U.P. in
Gladstone.
E-TC rallied from an

eight-point halftime deficit
and then exchanged the
lead five times in the final
two-plus minutes in a
thrilling finish. 
Besonen, who scored 19

of her game-high 25 in the
second half, got to the hoop
and tied it at 43-43. When
Baraga missed with 16.3
seconds left, Besonen never
gave up the ball when tak-
ing the inbound pass after a
timeout.
“You’ve got an all state

player who's got the ball in
her hands, and we knew she
was gonna be the one to
take the last shot,” Baraga
coach Tom Goodreau said.
She got a screen from

Abbie LeGault on top and
coach Jacky Besonen
planned for her to have two
options if she couldn’t shoot
it – LeGault on the roll or
Kate Borseth on the weak
side if they took that away,
too.
But Elise was able to get

free enough off the screen
for that runner on the base-
line. She was poised in the
big moment and it dropped.
Just like she practiced. 
“I really think that the

practice shows up in
moments like that,” coach
Besonen said. “It’s a big
moment, but you have that
practice to fall back in.”
Baraga got a clean but

long look at a 3 from past
half-court, but it didn’t go.
Besonen wasn’t just big

on the final play. She willed
the Panthers back into the
game with nine points in
that critical third quarter
where E-TC wiped away the
big deficit and 10 more in
the fourth.
Goodreau said he kept

putting fresh players on
Besonen, an All-U.P. Dream
Team player, but they still
couldn’t stop her from get-
ting to the basket.
“I think in the third quar-

ter we had her a little bit
tired, but then she seems to
get stronger as the game
goes on,” he said. “And
that's what ended up hap-
pening in the fourth
because she just has that
will, you know, she didn't
want to lose.” 
She didn’t want this to be

their last game. They’ve got-
ten upset the last two years
in the tournament, in the
regional semifinal in 2019
and the district final in
2020. 
“We've been ready to

make this run for so long
that now we just want to do
it,” Elise said.
Experience is a big rea-

son why it’s working out
this year. They’ve gone
through these types of bat-
tles with the season on the
line.  They didn’t let the
moment get to them, they
played loose despite the
stakes.
E-TC did all of the things

they needed to do to com-
plete the comeback, they
were 11 of 11 from the line
in the second half, they took
care of the ball and they
made plays in those tense
moments.
“I think we were more

prepared, just from past sea-
sons, we're a pretty veteran
team,” Elise said. “And we
knew that we could come
back, we just had to keep
working and get some stops

on D. We were getting some
good looks on offense.”
Anybody that’s watched

this rivalry over the past few
years knew that E-TC’s 20-
point victory over the
Vikings early in the regular
season was the exception to
the rule. Goodreau said he
didn’t have to do any con-
vincing to his players, they
knew that, they knew they
could compete with E-TC
because they’d done it bet-
ter than most teams.
And sure enough, they

built the lead to eight, 25-17,
at the half. 
It was so hard for E-TC to

score. Baraga constantly
doubled LeGault and the
guards didn’t get going yet
while fighting through Bara-
ga’s pressure defense.
The Panthers made it a

ballgame with an 8-0 run
capped by another Besonen
drive and score to give them
a 29-28 lead with 3:09 left
in the third. Nobody led by
three points the rest of the
game in what was a fantas-
tic ending.
When Baraga went back

in front 32-29, it was the
first of four times they went
up by three and E-TC
answered every time. They
finally got a fourth-quarter
lead when Kate Borseth
turned a steal into two free
throws and a 39-38 lead
with 2:12 left.
Then they traded the

lead back and forth four
more times over the course

of a tense final two minutes.
Baraga’s final lead was 43-
41 before Besonen tied it

after the Panthers had
somehow saved a turnover
from going out of bounds.
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Local Schedule
Subject to change

Wednesday, March 31
Girls Basketball

Division 4 regional final
At Gladstone

Ewen-Trout Creek vs. Carney-Nadeau, 7 p.m.
EDT

U.P. Girls
Monday

Regional semifinals
Division 2

Escanaba 78, Sault Ste. Marie 68
Ludington 43, Standish-Sterling 36

Division 3
Calumet 57, Menominee 41
St. Ignace 80, Alcona 24

Division 4
Ewen-Trout Creek 45, Baraga 43
Carney-Nadeau 67, Munising 32
Rudyard 59, Cedarville 46

NCAA Men’s 
Tournament

All Times EDT
EAST REGIONAL

Regional Championship
Tuesday, March 30
At Lucas Oil Stadium

Michigan vs. UCLA , 9:57 p.m.
SOUTH REGIONAL

Regional Championship
Monday, March 29

At Lucas Oil Stadium
Baylor 81, Arkansas 72

MIDWEST REGIONAL
Regional Championship

Monday, March 29
At Lucas Oil Stadium

Houston 67, Oregon St. 61
WEST REGIONAL

Regional Championship
Tuesday, March 30
At Lucas Oil Stadium

Gonzaga vs. Southern Cal, 7:15 p.m.
FINAL FOUR

At Lucas Oil Stadium
National Semifinals
Saturday, April 3

Baylor vs. Houston, 5 p.m. or 8:30 p.m.
TBD vs. TBD, 5 p.m. or 8:30 p.m.

National Championship
Monday, April 5

Semifinal winners, 9 p.m.
NCAA Women’s 

Tournament
All Times EDT
ALAMO REGION

Regional Championship
Tuesday, March 30

Stanford vs. Louisville, 9 p.m.
HEMISFAIR REGION

Regional Championship
Tuesday, March 30

South Carolina vs. Texas, 7 p.m.
RIVER WALK REGION
Regional Championship

Monday, March 29
UConn 69, Baylor 67

MERCADO REGION
Regional Championship

Monday, March 29
Arizona 66, Indiana 53

FINAL FOUR
At Alamodome

National Semifinals
Friday, April 2

UConn vs. Arizona, 6 p.m. or 9:30 p.m.
TBD vs. TBD, 6 p.m. or 9:30 p.m.

National Championship
Sunday, April 4

Semifinal winners, 6 p.m.

E-TC wins thriller
Besonen’s baseline jumper with .5 second left gives E-TC regional victory

Jason Juno/Daily Globe

EWEN-TROUT Creek's Elise Besonen knocks down the game-winning baseline jumper in Monday night's Divi-
sion 4 regional semifinal in Painesdale.

Jason Juno/Daily Globe

EWEN-TROUT Creek's Abbie LeGault celebrates with Elise Besonen (22) after Beso-
nen made the game-winning shot. Coach Jacky Besonen is at left.
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UConn
reaches 13th
straight Final
Four, beating
Baylor 69-67
SAN ANTONIO (AP) –

It took a great game from
phenomenal freshman
Paige Bueckers and a last-
second stop with a disput-
ed non-foul call to keep
UConn's run of Final Four
appearances going.
Bueckers scored 28

points and top seed UConn
used a huge run spanning
the final two quarters to
beat No. 2 Baylor 69-67 on
Monday night and reach a
13th consecutive Final
Four in the women's NCAA
Tournament.
"Each year that we do it,

I still can't believe it," said
UConn coach Geno
Auriemma, who was show-
ered by his team with con-
fetti after the game.
UConn has made the

national semifinals every
season since 2008 and won
six titles during that span.
The Huskies will face Ari-
zona on Friday night. The
Wildcats are playing in
their first Final Four after
beating Indiana.
Bueckers was 6 years

old when UConn started
its run of appearances in
the national semifinals.
"To be part of that histo-

ry is wild," Bueckers said.
"It's why I came here. ...
Saw that as a young kid,
wanted to be a part of that.
It's surreal."
The Huskies (28-1)

trailed 55-45 late in the
third quarter before scor-
ing 19 consecutive points,
including 10 by Bueckers,
who became the third first-
year player to make first-
team All-America.
"Paige got that look in

her eye, started getting
some buckets. And when
Paige is scoring, the rest of
the team really gains a lot
of confidence," Auriemma
said. "Our defense got just
really good at the end, and
we got some great stops."
Baylor (28-3) wouldn't

go away as Bueckers went
cold in the final minutes.
Trailing 64-55, NaLyssa
Smith, an All-American
herself, ended the Lady
Bears' drought with 6:47
left and sparked a 12-4
burst that got Baylor with-
in one after DiJonai Car-
rington converted two free
throws with 19.3 seconds
left.


