
CLEVELAND (AP) — There’s still 
work to be done with the front of 
Cleveland's defense. The back just got 
a whole lot better.

The Browns made their agreement 
with free agent John Johnson III offi-
cial on Wednesday, adding the safety 
to a secondary that was ravaged by 
injuries in 2020 and lacked a seasoned 
leader.

Johnson spent the past four years 
with the Los Angeles Rams. He led 
them with 105 tackles last season and 
had one interception for the NFL’s 
top-rated defense.

“Really excited about what John 
Johnson is going to bring to our 
defense and our back end in partic-
ular,” Browns coach Kevin Stefanski 
said. “He’s a dynamic player that will 
fit in well with our group. On top of 
that, I’m excited about the person, as 
much as I am about the player.

“He was the captain of the team out 
there in Los Angeles at such a young 
age and all the people that I’ve spo-
ken to about him consistently rave 
about the person that he is and the 
leader he is for a football team, so we 
couldn’t be more thrilled to add him 
to the team.”

Johnson agreed on Monday to a 
three-year, $33.75 million contract 
that included $24 million guaranteed.

The Browns also announced their 
agreement with defensive end Takk 
McKinley. He’s getting a one-year, $4 
million from Cleveland, which tried 
three times to claim him off waivers 
last season but couldn’t land the 2017 
first-round pick.

And Wednesday night, the Browns 
reached an agreement with wide 

receiver Rashard Higgins, one of quar-
terback Baker Mayfield’s favorite tar-
gets, on a one-year, $2.3 million con-
tract. The popular Higgins tested free 
agency before returning to Cleveland.

Higgins caught 37 passes for 599 
yards and four touchdowns last sea-
son.

After his 2019 season was limited 
to six games by a shoulder injury, 

Johnson rebounded by not missing a 
play in the Rams’ 16 regular-season 
games and two playoff games. He was 
one of just four safeties in the league 
to not miss a play.

“John has a diverse skillset so we’re 
excited about his versatility. He can 
do a bunch of different things, that 
will allow us to expand our packages 
to see where he fits in,” Stefanski 

said. “Versatility is a big part of 
where we want to be.”

McKinley had 13 sacks in his first 
two seasons with Atlanta, but his pro-
duction fell off and he was released 
after four games last season as he dealt 
with a groin injury. He had been with 
the Raiders after failing physicals with 
Cincinnati and San Francisco.

The Browns see potential in the 
25-year-old McKinley, who will start 
with a clean slate under Stefanski.

“Takk is a skilled young player with 
tremendous upside,” Stefanski said. 
“We like his pass rush ability and the 
way he has gotten after the QB through-
out his young career. Defensive line 
was a position that we felt we wanted 
to address during free agency, and we 
are excited to add Takk and the impact-
ful tools he possesses to the group that 
will help make the plays we need along 
the line.”

The Browns showed interest in 
star J.J. Watt before he signed with 
Arizona. They were expected to make 
a run at one of the big-name free 
agent edge rushers in free agency to 
pair with All-Pro Myles Garrett.

However, that didn't happen, and 
the Browns will now either look to 
add another veteran lineman in the 
coming days or perhaps use the No. 
26 pick in the draft to bolster their 
pass rush.

NOTES: LB Malcolm Smith will 
re-sign with the Browns on a one-
year deal. Smith, the Super Bowl 48 
MVP, signed with Cleveland during 
training camp last summer and was 
an unrestricted free agent. He started 
four games and finished with 78 tack-
les and an interception.
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Gavin Simpson is a sev-
enth-grade student at St. 
Joseph Central Catholic. 
Kendall Simpson is a fourth-
grade student at St. Lawrence 
Elementary.

During their religion class-
es they have learned how 
Jesus walked on the water. 
And although they now they 
can’t walk on water, they’ve 
decided to swim through 
water.

And swim they have.
The brother and sister 

duo who are members of the 
Ashland Area YMCA River 
Monsters Swim Team have 
been enjoying an award-win-
ning career in their young 
competitive careers.

Gavin, now 13, compet-
ed in the Kentucky YMCA 
Competitive Swim League 
State championships the 
weekend of March 5-7. He 
competed the six events and 
came away with a win in the 
200-yard individual medley 
and the boys age 11-12 High 
Point Winner.

He also competed in the 500-
yard freestyle, the 100-yard 
individual medley, the 200-
yard freestyle, the 50-yards 
breaststroke and the 100-yard 
breaststroke.

This weekend, he is compet-

ing at the Great Lakes Zone 
All-Star Meet at Bowling 
Green State University 
where he qualified in the 200-
yard IM, the 100-yard IM, the 
50-yard breaststroke and the 
100-yard breaststroke.

Kendall, 8, also competed in 
the YMCA Competitive Swim 

League State Championships 
and matched her brother by 
racking up the girls age 9-10 
High Point Award.

She racked up a first-place 
finish in the 100-yard individ-
ual medley and also swam in 
the 50-yard butterfly, 50-yard 
breaststroke and 50-yard 

freestyle.
Kendall swam in the USA 

Swimming Kentucky Short 
Course State Championships 
at Louisville and she made it 
a memorable performance.

Kendall came away the 
50-yard breaststroke state 
champion in the 10-and-un-
der age division.

In other events, Kendall was 
second in the 100-yard breast-
stroke, fourth in the 50-yard 
fly, fifth in the 100-yard indi-
vidual medley, and sixth in 
both the 50-yard freestyle and 
the 200-yard freestyle.

She has qualified for th3 
Great Lakes Zone All-Star 
Meet next weekend.

Their parents Jennie and 
Brent Simpson said they saw 
something that made them 
realize their son may have a 
gift for the sport.

“We tried soccer and bas-
ketball and we saw a spark 
in him,” said Jennie. “Both 
have amazed us at how well 
they’ve done.”

Gavin remembers going 
to practices and then having 
some of the River Monsters 
Team officials approach him.

I first went to get swim les-
sons and I didn’t know they 
had a swim team. The last 
day they asked me to be on 
the swim team and I said I’d 
think about it. I talked to my 
parents and then joined the 

team,” he said.
Gavin tried other sports 

before he settled on swim-
ming and he’s taken to it like 
dog to water.

“I like it better. It’s easier 
to meet more people,” said 
Gavin. “And I like saying I 
can beat my friends.”

Kendall started swimming 
at age 7 and then began team 
swimming the next year. She, 
too, has adapted well to the 
sport.

“I took lessons at the 
same time (as Gavin),” said 
Kendall. “I like the meets. 
I just like racing. But I still 
like to win.”

Besides making a wide 
variety of friends, there have 
been several different meets 
including the most unique 
venue at the Blairwood 
Swimming and Tennis Center 
in Louisville, Ky., which had 
an outdoor dome.

“It was different, but it 
was normal when you just 
swam,” said Gavin.

The success of swimming 
isn’t restricted to the water. 
Gavin has also won out of the 
pool by talking about the pool.

Gavin did a science fair 
project last year about all 
that’s involved in dragging a 
pool. He won the county, dis-
trict and regional levels and 
the earned a superior rating 
at the state level.

Kendall Simpson (left) and Gavin Simpson (right) display their 
championship trophies in the Kentucky YMCA Competitive Swim 
League State Championships .  (Photo Submitted)

Pa qui necto con corro intem et quas modipsum quia antibus et quia con poriaec totatur maximin velibea 
temquam. (Photo Submitted)

The Swimmin’ Simpsons swallow up awards

Los Angeles Rams safety John Johnson celebrates his fourth-quarter interception in the 
end zone against the Cleveland Browns in 2019. Johnson signed a free agent contract with 
the Browns on Wednesday. (Wally Skalij/Los Angeles Times/TNS)

Browns bolster defense with DB Johnson, DE McKinley

Centerville features sophomore 
guard Gabe Cupps, who is famously 
known for his 3-point contest with 
LeBron James in a video that went 
viral during his time with the Blue 
Chips AAU team.

The 6’2 underclassmen is averaging 
15.8 points per game and dishing out 5 
helpers per contest as well.

The Elks also star Rich Rolf and 

Tom House.
Rolf is a 6’7 junior forward that 

scored 14 points and snagged 8 
rebounds in the teams win over 
Moeller in the regional champion-
ship game.

House is a 6’5 junior and was not 
expected to play in the regional game 
due to a MCL sprain, but after being 
cleared the morning of the game he 
went on to hit four triples which 
included the game winner.

Christensen says he has enjoyed 
working with these young men and 
is eager for these athletes to continue 
their success.

“We want to teach these kids the 
value and structure of worth ethic. 
You can be good at anything if you 
work at it and that’s not just in bas-
ketball, but in life in general. Our 
team goal from day one has been to 
attack opportunities with purpose — 
do purposeful work that will help 

them mature and become produc-
tive citizens in their communities as 
adults.”

The team offers a Breakfast Club 
which is a 6 a.m. workout before 
school that is completely voluntary. 
They also have “skull sessions” 
where they write daily reflections in 
a journal. This is all to “steal inches” 
from their opponents and instill a 
lasting work ethic in these young 
adults as they chase championships.

Enjoying
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B


