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CHESAPEAKE — If 
you believe in love at 
first sight, you’ve got 
company with Maddie 
Ward.

The Chesapeake Lady 
Panthers’ All-Ohio bas-
ketball standout was 
love struck with Alice 
Lloyd College the first 
time she laid eyes on 
the campus.

After a whirlwind 
recruiting courtship, 
Ward completed the 
marriage ceremony by 
signing a letter-of-intent 
with the Lady Eagles on 
Thursday.

Ward said she talked 
to as many as 16 dif-
ferent schools including 
several messages this 
past week from coaches. 
But Ward said she knew 
in a basketball second 
that Alice Lloyd was 
her future home.

“When I visited there, 

I knew right then that’s 
where I wanted to go,” 
said Ward. “I even told 
my parents on the visit, 
‘can I just commit now?’ 
And they said we have to 
wait for financial stuff to 
come back and we have 
to talk it over. We talked 
it over and this is where 
I ended up.”

The 5-foot-9 Ward was 
the center for the Lady 
Panthers but she played 
various positions through-

out a game depending on 
the situation.

Ward averaged 16.4 
points and 10 rebounds 
a game this past season 
along with 3.0 assists 
and 3.0 steals. She also 
registered to major 
milestones with more 
than 1,000 career points 
and 600 rebounds.

She earned second 
team Southeast Ohio All-
District honors and was 
honorable mention All-
Ohio. She is a two-time All-
Ohio Valley Conference 
first team selection.

“My freshman year I 
set the goal that I wanted 
to get 1,000 points and 
then my sophomore year 
I felt like I could get 500 
rebounds,” said Ward.

“I set the goal my soph-
omore year and achieved 
it my junior year. I feel 
like I achieved not all my 
goals but part of them. 
Obviously, I wanted to 
go farther in the tourna-
ment than we did, but we 

also didn’t have all the 
girls bought in until my 
senior year and it was a 
little late for that. But I 
feel they have a bright 
future ahead of them if 
they keep working. A 
lot of the younger ones 
stepped up this year so 
Chesapeake should have 
a bright future.”

Lady Eagles’ head 
coach John Mills — who 
was just recently named 
the NCCAA national 
Coach of the Year — has 
seen plenty of Ward to 
know she is a good fit 
for the program.

“I feel she has the skill 
set to be a long three or 
stretch four at our level. 
She handles the ball, she 
passes it, she can shoot 
it, she needs to work get-
ting from the perimeter 
to the goal but that will 
just come from getting a 
little bit more of experi-
ence at it,” said Mills.
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CHILLICOTHE — The let-
ter “K” is used in baseball 
and softball to abbreviate 
strikeout.

The Ironton Lady Fighting 
Tigers use “K” quite often 
when Keegan Moore pitches. 
But they also have another 
“K” in the lineup.

Moore had a dominating 
performance as she racked up 
17 Ks and her teammate with 
the name beginning with “K” 
provided all the offense in 
the game as Ironton blanked 
the Westfall Lady Mustangs 
2-0 in the Division 3 regional 
semifinals on Thursday.

Kiandra Martin — the 
lone senior in the lineup — 
spanked a long two-run home 
run in the fourth inning 
and Moore made it stand up 
as Ironton advanced to the 
regional championship game 
at noon on Saturday against 
Wheelersburg who beat 
Tuscarawas Valley 13-6 in the 
second game on Thursday.

The state tournament will 
be Friday and Saturday, June 
4-5, at Akron’s Firestone 
Stadium.

“These kids don’t back 
down from a challenge ever,” 
said Lady Tigers’ first-year 
head coach Jim Dyer. “They 
are relentless. They just keep 
coming. But Wheelersburg 

has a great team and a great 
program. This will be our 
biggest test of the season.”

Moore not only registered 
17 whiffs, but when she 
struck out the leadoff batter 

and the second hitter of the 
game she reached the mile-
stone of 500 career strikeouts. 
She achieved the lofty total 
in just two seasons after all 
teams missed last season due 
to the COVID-19 shutdown.

Moore allowed just three 
hits and did not issue a walk 
in pitching her masterpiece. 
She threw 110 pitches with 77 
strikes.

Westfall’s Olivia Dumm 
threw an outstanding game 
as well. She struck out nine, 
walked two, gave up three 
hits and both runs were 
earned. She threw 79 pitches 
with 51 for strikes.

Ironton (27-4) scored its 
runs in the fourth inning 
with two outs. Bella Sorbilli 
walked on a 3-1 pitch and 
then Martin drilled an 0-1 
pitch well over the fence in 
centerfield.

The first four batters for 
Westfall (24-6) struck out 
before Kylee Henry got an 
infield hit to third base, stole 
second and went to third on a 
passed ball.

But Moore struck out the 
next two batters to end the 
inning.

Moore retired the next 
17 batters until Delana 
Landefeld had a two-out dou-
ble. Again, Moore struck out 
the next batter to end the 
threat.

Moore retired the first two 

batters in the seventh when 
Henry got an infield hit to 
shortstop. The junior right-
hander ignored the hit and 
struck out the next batter to 
end the game.

“It has been kind of a 
Cinderella season so to 
speak. But when we played 
(in a tournament) over at 
Raceland against the number 
one Class AAA team in West 
Virginia in Cabell Midland, 
our kids were pumped and 
came away with a big win. 
That’s kind of when we as 
a coaching staff knew we 
had something special,” said 
Dyer.

Besides Martin, Jada 
Rogers and Sorbilli were 
1-for-2. Henry was 2-3 and 
Landefeld 1-3 for Westfall.
Westfall 000 000 0 = 0 3 0
Ironton  000 200 x = 2 3 0

Olivia Dumm and Maddie Mullins. Keegan 
Moore and Graycie Brammer. W-Moore (IP-7.0, 
H-3, R-0, K-17, BB-0). L-Dumm (IP-6.0, H-3, R-2, 
ER-2, K-9, BB-2). Hitting-WF: Delana Landefeld 
1-3, Kylee Henry 2-3; Ironton: Bella Sorbilli 1-2, 
Kiandra Martin 1-2 HR 2-RBI, Jada Rogers 1-2. 
LOB-Westfall 3, Ironton 3. SB-WF: Kylee Henry.
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Ironton Lady Fighting Tigers’ pitcher Keegan Moore strikes out Westfall’s 
Abbie Bickenheuser who was the second batter in the first inning. The 
strikeout gave Moore 500 for her career. (Photo By Tim Gearhart)

Keegan, Kiandra keep Lady Tigers tourney trail kookin’

Chesapeake Lady Panthers’ All-Ohio basketball standout Maddie Ward signed a letter-of-intent to play for Alice Lloyd 
College on Thursday. Attending the signing ceremony were: from left to right, Alice Lloyd head coach John Mills, mother 
Stephanie Ward, Maddie, father Josh Ward and Alice Lloyd assistant coach Mason Schroeder. (The Ironton Tribune/Jimmy 
Walker)

Maddie Ward

Ward finds ‘love’ at Alice Lloyd College
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CHICAGO (AP) — 
David Bote homered, 
Adbert Alzolay wrig-
gled out of several jams 
while pitching into the 
sixth inning and the 
surging Chicago Cubs 
beat the Cincinnati 
Reds 1-0 on Friday.

Bote connected lead-
ing off the fifth to spoil 
Reds starter Vladimir 
Gutiérrez’s major 
league debut to help the 
Cubs win for the 10th 
time in 12 games even 
though they managed 
just three hits.

Alzolay (3-4) wriggled 
out of several jams on a 
chilly, soggy and windy 
afternoon. He threw 103 
pitches in 5 2/3 innings. 
The right-hander gave 
up five hits, struck out 
six and walked three 
after issuing none in his 
previous three starts.

Alzolay exited with 
runners on first and 
second in the sixth 
after Max Schrock 
doubled with two out 
and Jonathan India 
walked. Andrew Chafin 
struck out pinch-hitter 
Eugenio Suárez to end 
that threat and dodged a 
first-and-second jam in 
the seventh when Tyler 
Stephenson grounded 
into a double play.

Tommy Nance retired 
all three batters in the 
eighth. Craig Kimbrel 
worked a perfect ninth 
on his 33rd birthday 
for his 12th save in 14 
chances, and the Cubs 
improved to 17-7 in May.

Nick Castellanos sin-
gled twice, extending the 
majors’ longest active hit-
ting streak to 14 games. 
But the Reds were 0 for 7 
with runners in scoring 
position and stranded 10 
in losing for the eighth 

time in 11 games.
Gutiérrez (0-1) went 

five innings, allowing 
one run and two hits. 
He struck out three and 
walked two.

The 25-year-old Cuban 
received an 80-game 
suspension last June 
after testing positive 
for Stanozolol, a per-
formance-enhancing 
substance. But he got 
his chance on Friday 
because Cincinnati had 
an opening in the rota-
tion with Wade Miley 
sidelined by a sprained 
left foot.

TRANSACTIONS
The Reds recalled 

Gutiérrez from Triple-A 
Louisville and optioned 
right-hander Ashton 
Goudeau to the minor 
league club. They also 
added righty Art Warren 
to the taxi squad.

TRAINER’S ROOM
Reds: LHP Miley 

had his return from 
the IL pushed back 
a day because of cold 
symptoms and will 
start Monday against 
Philadelphia, manager 
David Bell said. RHP 
Tyler Mahle is sched-
uled to start Sunday.

Cubs get wind-aided 
win over Reds, 1-0

Guitierrez

Gutierrez suffers tough loss in debut
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