
“I feel like I’ve got-
ten back to where I was 
beforehand. The results 
are showing up,” Castillo 
said through interpreter 
Jorge Merlos.

“I’ve been working 
extremely hard with the 
pitching coach to get 
back there. That hard 
work I’ve been doing 
these last couple weeks 
has been there. It’s not 
about how you start, it’s 
about how you finish.”

Castillo did not allow 
a run and struck out six 
mixing his changeup and 
slider with a fastball that 
topped out at 99 miles an 
hour. He allowed six hits 
and walked two.

“I think all of my pitch-
es were working really 
well today,” said Castillo.

Reds’ manager David 
Bell said Castillo seemed 
really focused through-
out the game and was 
very aggressive.

“He was on the attack, 
attacking with what he’s 
great at,” said Bell. “He 
was going after them 
with a really good fast-
ball-changeup combina-
tion, locating his fastball 
well, not being afraid to 
throw strikes with it and 
also making good pitches 
with it. It just set up his 
changeup.”

Winker scorched a 
pitch from Braves’ start-
er Ian Anderson over the 
centerfield fence for his 
18th home run to stake 
the Reds to a 1-0 lead 
two batters into the first 
inning.

The lead went to 3-0 in 
the third on a Jonathan 
India single, an RBI dou-
ble by Nick Castellanos 
and Joey Votto’s 
run-scoring single.

Castillo’s shutout per-
formance was aided by 
a strong defensive play 
in the sixth inning. 
Guillermo Heredia 
singled and William 
Contreras followed with 
a two-out double, but 
rightfielder Castellanos 
fired a strike to second 

baseman India who 
wheeled and relayed the 
ball to catcher Tucker 
Barnhart who tagged out 
Heredia at the plate for 
the third out.

“There have been a lot 
of ball hit really hard and 
we can’t keep the line 
moving,” said Braves’ 
manager Brian Snitker. 
“We’re making good con-
tact here and there.”

Atlanta is batting .135 
on 7-for-52 with runners 
in scoring position over 
their past nine games 
which coincides with hit-
ting .190 overall during 
the same span.

In the top of the third, 
Ronald Acuña Jr. tried to 
ignite the Braves with a 
one-out a double. Freddie 
Freeman walked but 
Austin Riley hit a line 
drive that was snagged 
by Reds’ third baseman 
Eugenio Suarez.

“You’ve got to try to 
create your own luck,” 
said the Braves’ xxxz 
Riley. “It’s one of those 
things where you’ve got 
to go out there and keep 
playing the game. At 
some point, I feel like it’s 
got to turn for us for the 
better.”

Winker attributed the 
Braves inability to get 
clutch hits and score 
runs to Castillo’s perfor-
mance.

“He is electric,” said 
Winker. “Every time 
he touches the ball, we 
walk onto the field feel-
ing we are going to win 
the game.

“It was amazing to 
watch him go out there, 
compete his (butt) off and 
really pitch another out-
standing game. It’s really 
been fun to watch him.”

Reliever Brad Brach 
allowed two walks and 
an RBI single by Heredia 
in the eight to make it 3-1, 
but Stephenson blasted a 
leadoff pinch-hit home in 
the bottom of the inning 
to center field off Edgar 
Santana and it was 4-1.

With closer Lucas 
Sims on the injured list, 
Garrett was called upon 
to close out the game in 
the ninth and gave up 
an infield hit to Ender 
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The Ironton 7-8-year-old All-stars won the District 11 championship. Team members are: front row left to right, Jarret 
Bridges, Mason Holtzapfel, Griffin Rowe, Jude Lucas, Brigham Compliment and Abram Meyers; second row left to right, 
Nash Sands, T.A. Sands, Mason Roach, Kayson Phillips, Crew Townsend, Brady Aldridge and Griffin Ginger; third row left 
to right, coaches Joe Meyers, John Holtzapfel, Troy Sands and Josh Sands. Not pictured was Kayson Mace. (Photo By Tim 
Gearhart)

Ironton 7-8 All-StArS DIStrIct 11 chAmpIonS

Jim Walker
jim.walker@irontontribune.com 

CINCINNATI — Colton Hurst 
was seeing red, and not because 
he was angry at watching the 
Cincinnati Reds lose 3-2 to the 
Atlanta Braves on Friday at 
Great American Ball Park.

In fact, Hurst wasn’t even 
upset. Instead, he was happy and 
amazed at the same time.

The parents of Hurst gave their 
son a special pair of glasses on 
Friday as an early birthday pres-
ent and the 12-year-old put them 
on and saw the color red.

That isn’t anything special to 
most people, but for Hurst it was 
a monumental moment in his life 
because he was born color blind.

It was the first time Hurst has 
ever seen color and he couldn’t 
stop looking in all directions 

after putting on the glasses.
“Red. Everything was red,” 

said Hurst. “(My parents) said 
‘can you try on these glasses for 
me real quick,” said Colton. “I 
put them on and they were color 
blind glasses.”

And the excitement of the spe-
cial glasses continued all night 
as Colton kept wearing them 
even after the game.

“I will remember seeing red 
for the first time. It shocked me 
whenever I put them on,” Colton 
said. “I was trying to figure out 
how this was possible. I didn’t 
know they would work.”

Colton’s father Jason Hurst 
handed him the EnChroma glass-
es that were developed in the early 
2000s. Jason filmed Colton putting 
on the gift and his reaction in this 
priceless moment that became 
very emotional for everyone.

“I’m ugly crying, (his mother) 
is ugly crying, everybody else 
around us people who didn’t 
even know us is ugly crying,” 
said Jason.

Watching the Reds play as his 
first opportunity to see color 
was the perfect scenario for the 
life-changing gift.

“I’m just thinking ‘Wow! He 
can finally see what we see,” said 
Jason. “It’s stuff like that we take 
for granted. We see it every day.”

Hurst is from Nicholasville, 
Ky., and his team was in town 
for a tournament and went to the 
Reds’ game to try and generate 
some motivation for their week-
end games.

“We traveled three hours and 
we’re going to win a champion-
ship (Saturday),” Hurst said who 
has played baseball since he was 
5 years old.

Boy seeing ‘red’ at Reds’ game

Castillo
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The Ironton Fighting Tigers basket-
ball camp will be held from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday, July 7-9, at Ironton High 
School’s Conley Center.

The camp will feature: defensive 
instruction, ball-handling, 3-on-3 play, 
3-on-2 and 2-on-1 drills, 1-on-1 play, free 
throws and fun competition.

The camp is open to boys in grades 3-8 
for the fall of 2021. Early registration is 
July 5-6 from 7-9 p.m. at the Conley 
Center. Walk-in campers are welcome 
with registration beginning at 10 a.m. 
on the first day of camp July 7.

Camp fee is $25 and checks should be 
made payable to: Ironton H.S. Athletic 
Dept. Please T-shirt size on the regis-
tration form. All parents or guardians 
of campers must sign a liability waiv-
er.

Campers are asked to bring their 
own water due to COVID restrictions.

For further information, contact 
camp director Chris Barnes at (614) 
404-5825.

Ironton boys’ 
basketball camp 
to be July 7-9 Staff Report

The Ohio Valley 
Conference is taking 
applications for an 
assignor of officials to 
cover Baseball and 
Softball at the high 
school level during the 
2021-2022 season.

Interested individuals 
should include a resume 
and a list of services that 
would be provided.   

Assignor will be 
responsible for securing 
officials for the events 
listed below:  

All levels of high 
school baseball and soft-
ball League and non-
league contests

Scrimmages, pre-
views, all-star and foun-
dation games  

Apply by emailing 
President Sam Gue, 
Principal at Rock Hill 
High School sgue@rock-
hill.org

OVC seeking 
spring sports 
official assignor

Schmidt: frisking pitchers just an excuse for poor hitting
So baseball began holding 

“Frisk the Pitcher Night” at 
every big league stadium this 
week. Max Scherzer had the 
look of a guy who didn’t need 
help to do his job as umpires 
checked him at Citizens Bank 
Park.

No evidence was found. On 
Scherzer or anyone else.

OK, it’s understandable 
that Commissioner Rob 
Manfred was under pressure 
to take action over accusa-
tions that a high percentage 
of today’s pitchers cheat, 
using something in addition 
to sweat and saliva on the 
ball.

The modern-day pitcher 
can make a fastball sail in or 

away from a hitter with a cut-
ter. They can make a chan-
geup drop 6 inches with the 
split, made famous by Bruce 
Sutter.

They have 
the basic 
slider as 
well. Then 
they have 
the differ-
ence maker, 
the 95-100 
mph fastball 
they throw 
high in the hitting zone, the 
four-seamer made famous by 
Nolan Ryan, Dwight Gooden, 
Billy Wagner and Scherzer, 
to name a few.

Four-pitch pitchers were 

very uncommon in the ’70s 
and ‘80s when I played. I 
can think of Don Sutton and 
Rick Sutcliffe, both former 
Dodgers, off the top of my 
head. The average pitcher in 
my day featured fastball, slid-
er or curve, and changeup. 
As a hitter, I had fewer pitch-
es to deal with.

I know first-hand that 
pitchers used every possible 
scuff, scratch, spit, pine tar 
and sweat, with a little dab of 
rosin bag, to get hitters out. 
It’s been in baseball forever. 
There were many who flaunt-
ed it, many known for it, one 
is a Hall of Fame member. 
So let’s don’t act like this is 
something new.

The difference is today’s 
generation of hitters can’t — 
or won’t — keep up with its 
generation of pitchers. The 
real question is why the gap?

I have a simple answer: 
sabermetrics, analytics and 
other technology. While 
these sources of information 
have a place, they have had 
negative effect on the hitters.

This year the overall MLB 
batting average could become 
the lowest ever, now around 
.238. Must be because the 
pitchers are cheating ... no!

It’s the shifting defenses 
coupled with hitters being 
lead astray by information: 
Hitting the ball in the air is 
better than on the ground, 

striking out is only one out, 
and a high velocity off the 
bat and perfect launch angle 
makes a great hitter. Imagine 
a Trackman on the wall in 
the batting cages that spits 
this garbage out — they have 
them.

Back to the main issue, 
pitchers being suspected and 
inspected. Let’s say MLB has 
a good case, why would any-
one risk being caught now? 
In fact, with the movement of 
players around baseball, why 
wouldn’t a player on a con-
tending team report a former 
teammate who is pitching 
against his team?

Schmidt

 SEE “EXCUSE,” PAGE 3B


