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Reid Carrico is home for 
Christmas just like most 
college students. But his 
visit will be cut short and 
he doesn’t mind starting the 
new year 2,271 miles away 
from Ironton.

The former Ironton 
Fighting Tigers  two-time 
first team Division 5 All-Ohio 
linebacker and Defensive 
Player of the Year spent his 
fall playing for the Ohio State 
Buckeyes and he will be mak-
ing the journey to Pasadena, 
Calif., this week when they 
play Utah in the Rose Bowl 
on New Year’s Day.

Carrico is excited about the 
chance to play in the Rose 
Bowl but it is somewhat bit-
tersweet since the Buckeyes 
lost their final season game to 
Michigan and missed out on 
a chance to make the College 

Football Playoffs.
“The Rose Bowl has always 

been one of the games I’ve 
wanted to play in. I think 
everybody should want to 

play in the Rose Bowl. Like 
they say, it’s the granddaddy 
of them all.

Jim Walker
jim.walker@irontontribune.com

With 1:36 left in Saturday’s game against 
Lucasville Valley in the consolation game of the 
Flyers Holiday Tournament, Bella Whaley was 
fouled shooting a 3-point goal and went to the foul 
line with free throw three attempts.

Whaley needed to make just two free throws to 
give her 1,000 career points. But in typical Bella 
Whaley style, she easily made all three.

It was another milestone in the career of the St. 
Joseph Lady Flyers senior standout.

“Going into this game I was fine, but the more I 
was out there I felt more pressure,” said Whaley. 
“But I’m really glad it’s over.”

The 1,000 career points is impressive but she also 
has more than 700 rebounds and should surpass 
800 and make a run at 900 before the end of her 
senior season.

Those numbers are impressive as they stand 
alone, but Whaley has accomplished the feat play-
ing in a high school that has just 17 girls.

Not 17 in her class, but 17 total in the high school.
St. Joseph Lady Flyers’ head coach Bart Burcham 

said all those numbers just magnify how impres-
sive are Whaley’s accomplishments.

“Bella scores the points, she’s the best rebound-
er, she handles the ball, she plays defense, she’s a 
leader, she just does it all,” said Burcham.

“I’ve coached through Brigham Waginger, Dennis 
Gagai, Josh Sands, Zac Carter, Trey Fletcher and 
others, and she works as hard if not harder than 
any of them. She’s the only one I’ve had consis-
tently stay and shoot 20, 25 minutes after every 
practice. And she’s probably the one who doesn’t 
need it the most but she does it.”

Whaley – who is also an outstanding soccer play-
er – said scoring 1,000 points was an early goal she 
set for herself.

“I just always wanted to score a thousand points 
since I was a freshman and I just strived to do that. 
Rebounding just kind of happened. I didn’t plan for 
that, but I’m glad I did that, too,” said.

Whaley said she gets her motivation from her 
teammates and the people around her.

“I like having my teammates supporting me and 
cheering me on as well as and the fans and the 
coaches and just the environment all together,” 
said Whaley.

Burcham said that the environment Whaley 
likes to live in isn’t a one-way street. He said 
Whaley does more than her fair share to create a 
similar environment for her teammates.

“I tell the girls all the time that I want them to 
be supportive of each other and she is the first one 
whether is practice or a game or whatever to pat 
them on the back when they do something good,” 
said Burcham.

St. Joseph has a very young team this season 
which has not only put a lot of the burden on her, 
but it has made her the target of opposing team 

defenses. It’s not unusual for her to face double 
teams each time she steps on the court.

And yet she takes it all in stride.
“I thought about that. I thought they’d probably 

put more pressure on me, but at the same time I 
knew I was kind of close (to 1,000 points) so I didn’t 
put too much pressure on myself,” said Whaley.

Burcham said he’ll be lost next year after hav-
ing the pleasure of coaching Whaley the past four 
seasons.

“She is the best role model anyone could have 
as a kid or as a person. I keep saying kid because 
we’re old and she’s young. But she’s a young lady 
now. I said this about Faith (Mahlmeister) a couple 
of years ago, if I had a kid, I’d want her to be like 
Bella. That’s just the biggest compliment I can give 
her,” said Burcham.

“There’s nothing I wouldn’t do for her. If she was 
to ask me tomorrow or 20 years from now for some-
thing, I’d do it for her in a second.”

And as for Whaley, she merely just looks forward 
to the next game and the next challenge.

“Rebounds are the only other goal I have. That 
and winning our tournament game,” said Whaley.

Just another milestone to go with the rest.
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St. Joseph Lady Flyers’ senior basketball standout Bella Whaley reached a milestone on Saturday with 1,000 career 
points. Waley was presented with the game ball and was joined in the postgame celebration with her family, from left 
to right, father Andy, brother Eli, Bella, mother M’lissa and brothers Isaac and Ian. (Photo By Tim Gearhart)

The Bella of the 
(Basket) Ball
Whaley adds 1,000 career points 
to her Lady Flyers milestones

Murphy SetS Lady hornetS rebound record

Coal Grove Lady Hornets’ senior basketball standout Kaleigh Murphy is presented a 
plaque by Lady Hornets’ head coach Nick Miller commemorating Murphy recording 
a school record 689th when she grabbed five against South Point. She entered last 
Monday’s game with 693 rebounds. (Photo by Tim Gearhart)

Ironton will host Coal 
Grove on Jan. 4.
Russell 13 15 4 17 = 49
Ironton  7 13 8 13 = 41

RUSSELL (5-2): Brady Bell 10 1 8-15 
31, Carson Blum 0 0 2-2 2, Griffin Downs 
3 1 0-0 0, Damon Charles 2 0 1-3 5, 

Carson Patrick 0 0 1-2 1, Bradley Rose 0 
0 1-2 1, Caleb Rimmer 0 0 0-0 0, Landon 
McDowell 0 0 0-0 0. Totals: 17-38 13-24 
49. 3-pt goals: 2-9. Rebounds: 9-O, 24-D 
= 33. Assists: 3. Steals: 5. Blocks: 7. 
Turnovers: 17. Fouls: 12. Fouled out: None.

IRONTON (2-5): Landen Wilson 0 1 
1-1 4, Matt Sheridan 1 2 0-0 8, Shaun 
Terry 0 0 0-0 0, Braden Schreck 3 0 0-0 

6, Ethan White 2 0 0-0 4, Ty Perkins 3 0 
4-6 10, Lincoln Barnes 1 0 1-2 3, Jaxon 
Vance 1 1 1-2 6. Totals: 15-54 7-11 41. 
3-pt goals: 4-19. Rebounds: 10-O, 15-D = 
25 (White 7, Perkins 6, Barnes 5). Assists: 
11 (Perkins 3, Barnes 3, White 2). Steals: 
7 (Perkins 3, Schreck 2). Blocks: 4 (Perkins 
2, Schreck 2). Turnovers: 12. Fouls: 23. 
Fouled out: Vance (4th 5:56).
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WEST PORTSMOUTH 
— This was a big 
moment for the Symmes 
Valley basketball pro-
gram.

Facing a Portsmouth 
West team that beat 
Wheelersburg the night 
before, the Vikings went 
on the road and stunned 
the Senators 53-52.

“The big thing about 
these kids is their con-
fidence. They believe 
than can win any time 
they step on the court,” 
said Vikings’ coach 
Alvin Carpenter.

Brayden Webb had 15 
points to led a balanced 
Symmes Valley offense 
as they improved to 6-1.

Dilen Caldwell 
knocked down a pair of 
3-pointers and scored 

all 7 of his points in the 
first quarter while Webb 
had 4 points to help the 
Vikings lead 13-12.

Jesse Dixon hit a 
3-pointer and scored 
5 points while Noah 
Coleman added 4 points 
for West (3-4).

Caden Brammer had 
a triple and scored 
5 points while Webb 
scored 6 inside and the 
Vikings went ahead 
29-24 at the half.

Jeffrey Bishop 
knocked down a pair of 
treys and scored 8 of the 
Senators’ 12 points in 
the quarter.

Logan Justice scored 
6 points and Levi Best 
added 4 points as the 
Vikings extended the 
lead to 44-38 after three 
quarter.

Sissell scored 6 points 
and Dixon was 3-for-4 at 

the foul line in the quar-
ter for the Senators.

Symmes Valley only 
managed 7 points in 
the fourth quarter but 
Webb went 3-for-4 at the 
charity stripe with Levi 
Best and Justice each 
had a basket.

West tried to rally 
as Dixon hit a 3-point-
er and scored 5 points 
while Sissel also had 5 
points in the quarter.

Sissel had 15 points 
and Dixon 14 for West.
Sym. Valley 13 16 15 7 = 53
Ports. West 12 12 14 14 = 52

SYMMES VALLEY (6-1): Caden 
Brammer 2 1 1-1 8, Ethan Patterson 1 0 0-0 
2, Dilen Caldwell 0 2 1-1 7, Brayden Webb 
6 0 3-5 15, Aleck Beckett 0 0 0-0 0, Levi Best 
4 0 0-1 8, Logan Justice 4 0 0-0 8, Grayson 
Walsh 2 0 1-2 5. Totals: 19 3 6-10 53. Fouls: 
14. Fouled out: None.

PORTSMOUTH WEST (3-4): Jack 
Jordan 0 0 0-0 0, Trevor Fike 0 0 0-0 0, 
Jesse Dixon 2 2 4-7 14, Jeffrey Bishop 1 2 
2-2 10, Cole Tipton 0 0 0-0 0, Noah Coleman 
5 0 1-1 11, Mitchell Irwin 0 0 0-0 0, Ryan 
Sissel 7 0 1-2 15, Brennan Overby 0 0 0-0 0, 
Jacob Davis 1 0 0-0 2. Totals: 16 4 8-12 52. 
Fouls: 16. Fouled out: Sissel.

Vikings stun Senators 
with 53-52 upset win

Ohio State Buckeyes’ freshman linebacker Reid Carrico signs the fore-
head of J.D. Leach during an autograph signing at Central Hardware 
Furniture at South Third and Center streets on Thursday. Carrico was 
home before headng out this week with the team to play in the Rose 
Bowl on New Year’s Day. (Jim Walker/The Ironton Tribune)

Sign of the times as Ohio State’s Carrico does autograph session
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