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By Glenn Battishill
gbattishill@aimmediamidwest.com

The Delaware City Schools Board of Educa-
tion on Monday voted to extend the contract of 
Superintendent Heidi Kegley, while also signing 
off on payments in lieu of transportation for many 
students living within the school district.

The district’s newly agreed upon five-year con-
tract extension with Kegley takes effect Aug. 1, 
2022. Her salary for the 2022-2023 school year 
will be $158,570.

During her comments at the end of the meeting, 
Kegley thanked the district for its support and for 
continuing her contract.

“I am truly grateful to be able to serve our com-
munity,” she said. “I know these past few (years) 
have been difficult for our community as a whole. 
I remain committed to serving our students, our 
staff and our school community, and I appreciate 
your support in providing me that opportunity to 
continue.”

Also during Monday’s meeting at the Willis 
Education Center, the board approved payment in 
lieu of transportation for students that live within 
the district but attend other schools. The board 
authorized payments for 235 students, noting the 
payments are up to $250 if the student resides in 
the district for an entire year.

In other personnel matters, the board approved 
the retirement of Diana Hempy, a math teacher 
at Dempsey Middle School, as well as the retire-
ment of Jennifer Shaw, a language arts teacher at 
Dempsey.

Authorities to target school board threats
By Gary Fields
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Attorney General Mer-
rick Garland on Monday 
directed federal authori-
ties to hold strategy ses-
sions in the next 30 days 
with law enforcement to 
address the increasing 
threats targeting school 
board members, teach-

ers and other employees 
in the nation’s public 
schools.

In a memorandum, Gar-
land said there has been 
“a disturbing spike in 
harassment, intimidation, 
and threats of violence 
against school adminis-
trators, board members, 
teachers, and staff who 
participate in the vital 
work of running our 

nation’s public schools.”
To address the rising 

problem, Garland said the 
FBI would work with U.S. 
attorneys and federal, 
state, local, territorial and 
tribal authorities in each 
district to develop strate-
gies against the threats.

“While spirited debate 
about policy matters is 
protected under our Con-
stitution, that protection 

does not extend to threats 
of violence or efforts to 
intimidate individuals 
based on their views,” he 
said.

The action is in 
response to an urgent 
request last week from 
the National School 
Boards Association. The 
group, which represents 

Mask mandate for BW K-6 students
By Gary Budzak
gbudzak@aimmediamidwest.com

SUNBURY — All stu-
dents from kindergarten 
through sixth grade in the 
Big Walnut Local School 
District are required to 
wear a mask inside due 
to the ongoing COVID-
19 pandemic, follow-
ing a recent resolution 
approved by the Big Wal-
nut Board of Education.

The implementation 
began on Sept. 27. It does 
not apply to preschoolers 
or those in seventh grade 

or above.
“We have received 

many emails and calls by 
people saying our Board 
cannot make a mask 
requirement,” Superinten-
dent Angie Hamberg said 
on the district website. 
However, it can, she said.

Ohio’s state laws allows 
for boards of education 
to make rules to govern 
its employees, pupils, and 
those entering school 
grounds or buildings. 
Also, districts are allowed 
to make and enforce rules 
to prevent the spread of 

communicable diseases.
“As you know, face 

coverings are required on 
all school buses due to a 
Federal order,” Hamberg 
wrote. That and the “con-
tinued impact on atten-
dance from COVID-19” 
prompted the board to 
take action at a meeting 
that lasted more than four 
hours on Sept. 16.

Hamberg said the mask 
mandate will be in effect 
until any one of the three 
criteria are met:

“1. Vaccinations are 
available for all children 

served in the BW schools 
(ages 5-11, once enough 
time has elapsed for kids 
to receive both doses and 
be considered fully vac-
cinated); 2. A change in 
quarantine requirements 
is made; 3. The Pandemic 
Response Team makes a 
different recommenda-
tion.”

A form is available 
on the district’s web-
site to exempt students 
from wearing a mask. 
The form provides four 
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King of the jungle: Schmid to lead zoo
Submitted story

POWELL – Tom Schmid, 
a highly regarded member of 
the international zoological 
community, was chosen Tues-
day as the new president and 
CEO of the Columbus Zoo and 
Aquarium. The zoo’s Board 
of Directors voted to formally 
name Schmid to lead the zoo, 
The Wilds, Safari Golf Club 
and Zoombezi Bay.

Schmid, 58, begins his 
leadership role on Dec. 6 after 
concluding his service as CEO 
of the Texas State Aquarium 

in Corpus Christi. At Texas 
State Aquarium, Schmid led his 
team to grow the institution to 
one of the largest aquariums 
in North America, advancing 
wildlife conservation work, and 
raising nearly $100 million to 
support the aquarium’s mis-
sion.

“Tom Schmid is widely 
acclaimed throughout the zoo 
and aquarium industry to be 
extremely smart, ethical, and 
passionate about zoos and 
wildlife conservation,” said Zoo 
Board Chairman Keith Shu-

mate. “I believe that we have 
found an individual with the 
experience to lead this zoo and 
take it to the next level. In get-
ting to know Tom, I am struck 
not only by his track record as 
a leader but also his skills as a 
listener. I am excited for this 
community to get to know him 
and for the Columbus Zoo to 
move forward under his leader-
ship.”

Schmid brings over 34 years 
of experience in modern zoo-
logical attractions, working in 
every aspect of operations, both 
internally and externally, and in 

New CEO no stranger to leading the pack
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Tom Schmid has been named the new president and CEO of the Columbus Zoo 
and Aquarium. See ZOO | 6
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Big Walnut’s mask mandate applies inside kindergarten through sixth grade schools. Pictured is the newly installed sign located at the 
entrance to Prairie Run Elementary and the new Big Walnut High School in Sunbury.

See MANDATE | 8

See THREATS | 8

See CONTRACT | 6


