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was the right position 
for me if I were to pursue 
the administration path-
way. I am really excited 
to challenge myself in a 
new role at DACC.”

DeMent said he’s look-
ing forward to learning 
on the job and helping 
the school.

“I love to learn, and I 
have high expectations 
and goals for myself, so 
it’s exciting knowing 
that there will be a lot of 
learning in this position,” 
he said. “I am really look-
ing forward to becoming 

an asset on the adminis-
trative team and bringing 
in a new and fresh per-
spective that only a for-
mer instructor can bring 
to the conversation. In 
the operations position, 
I look forward to getting 
to know the maintenance 
and kitchen teams and 
providing motivation for 
members to continue 
working at a high-quality 
level while providing 
opportunities for them to 
challenge themselves to 
grow professionally.”

DeMent added he’s 
glad his new role will 
keep him at the DACC.

“I am most excited 
that I was able to change 
positions while staying 

here at DACC!” DeMent 
said in an email. “I love 
DACC and everything 
that career technical 
education provides to 
our students, so it’s great 
that I get to stay in the 
district!”

DeMent said he takes 
pride in the work he 
accomplished in the 
welding lab, especially 
sending students to com-
petitions, including three 
national championship 
wins.

“Anytime your stu-
dents can say they are 
the best, or among the 
best in the entire nation, 
that is a huge accom-
plishment and just goes 
to show that we do great 

things here at DACC,” 
DeMent said. “Students 
have accomplished mul-
tiple top place finishes 
at the regional and State 
SkillsUSA champion-
ships on a yearly basis, 
and four state champion-
ships in the Pumpkin 
Chunkin’ trebuchet con-
tests. Even though I get 
the most satisfaction out 
of watching most of my 
students move on from 
high school to start great 
careers for themselves 
in the welding and metal 
fabrication industry, I 
felt the time was right to 
move on and challenge 
myself professionally in a 
different role within the 
district.”

The DACC has already 
found DeMent’s suc-
cessor in Doug Andres, 
a graduate from the 
DACC’s Welding pro-
gram in 2003.

“One aspect that 
makes me more comfort-
able leaving the Welding 
program after leading it 
and growing it for over 
10 years is that I am 
handing over the keys to 
newly appointed DACC 
Welding Instructor Doug 
Andres,” DeMent said. 
“Doug was a junior in the 
DACC Welding program 
during my first year of 
teaching! He excelled as 
a student in the program 
by participating in Skill-
sUSA and the Job Place-

ment program.”
DeMent said Andres 

has been the adult weld-
ing program instructor 
since 2017 and will make 
a great instructor for the 
high school program.

“It’s always great to 
‘grow our own’ and pro-
vide opportunities to 
our alumni, which will 
allow Doug to embark on 
his new teaching career 
where he will empower, 
prepare, inspire, and 
connect the DACC Weld-
ing students to be the 
best that they can be,” 
DeMent said.

Glenn Battishill can be reached 
at 740-413-0903 or on Twitter @
BattishillDG.
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cream off his face. “The 
kids are motivated and 
excited.”

LeGros said a similar 
event was held last year 
while the school was 
on a hybrid schedule 
and the student body 
was divided. He said 
he was glad to be able 
to have all the students 
together for the day for 
the event, adding he 
learned a lesson from 
last year’s pies.

“Last year, I forgot 
to wear goggles and 
you’re not supposed to 
get whipped cream or 
pumpkin pie in your 
eyes,” LeGros said. “My 
sense of smell has been 
gone and is currently 
filled with nutmeg and 
cinnamon. It’s just 
awesome to see kids 
stopping you in the hall 
saying, “I can’t wait to 
pie you in the face,” 
and they’re telling their 
families to bring in all 
the cans that they can.”

LeGros said the 
school will continue to 
contribute to the Fight 
Against Hunger Games 
event next year.

“It’s great that they’re 
still excited about it, 
and we’re going to 
keep doing it as long 
as they’re motivated,” 
LeGros said.

Zwick, who started 10 
games for the Buckeyes 
at quarterback during 
his collegiate career, 
was a special guest for 
the event, and a reward 
for the students donat-
ing more than 2,000 
cans. Zwick said he was 
“honored” to participate 
in the event.

“Any time you can do 
little events like this, it’s 
great to do,” Zwick said. 
“When I was playing 
with Coach (Jim) Tres-
sel, he used the “Pay it 
Forward” mantra from 
Woody Hayes, back in 
the day, and that’s what 

we always did. Any kind 
of charity event you can 
be at or give your time 
to or little things like 
this.”

Zwick said despite 
all his experience on 
the field, he had never 
thrown a pie at a princi-
pal’s face.

“This is a first time 
for me,” he said. “(I’ve 
learned) you’ve got to 
smear it a little bit … It 
was cool for the prin-
cipal to put himself up 
like this and take these 
pies to the face. It’s fun 
to be around little kids 
and their spirit, and how 
they enjoy every little 
aspect of life.”

Zwick, who said he 
was impressed by the 
kids and all the cans they 
collected, enjoyed his 

time interacting with the 
students at Smith.

“Once I heard what 
they were doing, there 
was no choice. I had to 
be here,” he said. “I’m 
honored to take part in 
it. It was great hearing 
the kids cheering and 
getting excited. It was 
fun seeing the kids and 
meeting new people.”

Karen Wadkins, one 
of the organizers of the 
Fight Against Hunger 
Games, said the students 
at Smith went above and 
beyond to help make a 
difference for those in 
need this Thanksgiving.

“Because of generos-
ity of little ones and the 
community, we didn’t 
have to pay for corn 
and green beans, so we 
we’re able to go out and 
buy more fresh items 
like eggs and a block of 
cheese,” Wadkins said. 
“(We’re able to) make the 
bags and the event bigger 
each year because of the 
generosity of the commu-
nity that we live in (and) 
recognizing that there 
are people in the commu-
nity who need help.”

Glenn Battishill can be reached 
at 740-413-0903 or on Twitter @
BattishillDG.
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Fourth grader Rosalind Wright uses both hands to put a pie in her 
principal’s face Monday afternoon.

creating more programs 
for the adult residents 
in Powell, Hindman said 
it’s important to offer 
programming not only 
for the adult popula-
tion but the elder adult 
population as well.

“That age group is so 
different from kind of 
the older adults of the 
past,” Hindman said. 
“They’re so active. A 
lot of them are still 
working, so some of 

those daytime programs 
you would see in the 
past don’t really fit 
for the up-and-coming 
older adult population 
because they’re still in 
the workforce.

“It’s going to be a mat-
ter of talking to that 55 
years and older popula-
tion here in Powell and 
asking them what they 
are looking for. Are they 
looking for social pro-
grams, fitness programs, 
traveling … There are a 
lot of options out there, 
but I think targeting 
what your population is 
really wanting and look-

ing for is important.”
Whatever programs 

she ultimately chooses 
to pursue for the city, 
Hindman said she is 
excited to be working in 
a community where con-
tinued growth should 
generate ample opportu-
nities for advancement.

“That is really what 
excited me and drew 
me to the position,” she 
said. “It really is kind 
of an open, blank can-
vas. I’m really excited 
to work with the staff 
that’s here and bring 
some staff on board and 
start growing and creat-

ing some things that 
are going to benefit our 
residents and the sur-
rounding communities 
as well. We don’t want 
the residents of Powell 
to leave to find leisure 
activities, but we also 
want to be a destination 
to those communities 
that surround us. We 
really want to make 
Powell a destination. It’s 
going to be a great place 
not only to live and 
work, but also to play.”

Reach Dillon Davis at 740-413-
0904. Follow him on Twitter @
DillonDavis56.
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Multiple people killed during Christmas parade
By Scott Bauer, Michael 
Balsamo and Mike 
Householder
Associated Press

WAUKESHA, Wis. 
(AP) — The SUV 
driver who plowed into a 
Christmas parade in sub-
urban Milwaukee, killing 
at least five people and 
injuring 48, was leaving 
the scene of a domestic 
dispute that had taken 
place just minutes earlier, 
Waukesha’s police chief 
said Monday.

Police Chief Dan 
Thompson said that 
there was no evidence 
the bloodshed on Sunday 
was a terrorist attack or 
that the suspect, Darrell 
Brooks Jr., knew anyone 
in the parade. Brooks 
acted alone, the chief 
said.

Brooks had left the 
scene of the domestic dis-
turbance before officers 
arrived, and he was not 

being chased by police 
at the time of the crash, 
according to the chief.

Police were drawing 
up five charges of inten-
tional homicide against 
Brooks, 39, of Milwau-
kee, Thompson said.

He has been charged 
with crimes 16 times 
since 1999 and had two 
outstanding cases against 
him at the time of the 
parade disaster — includ-
ing one in which he was 
accused of deliberately 
running down a woman 
with his vehicle.

A joyous scene of 
marching bands and 
children dancing in 
Santa hats and waving 
pompoms gave way in 
an instant Sunday to 
screams and the sight of 
crumpled bodies as the 
SUV sped through barri-
cades and struck dancers, 
musicians and others in 
the community of 72,000 

people.
Members of a “Danc-

ing Grannies” club were 
among those killed, as 
was a bank employee. 
The police chief identi-
fied the dead as four 
women ages 52 to 79 and 
an 81-year-old man.

Mayor Shawn Reilly 
described the event as a 
“Norman Rockwell-type 
of Christmas parade” that 
“became a nightmare.”

“It looked like dummies 
being thrown in the air,” 
said Nicole Schneiter, 
who was there with her 
children and grandchil-
dren. “It took a second to 
register, like, ‘Is that what 
we really just saw?’ And 
then you looked in the 
road and there were just 
people laying in road.”

At least nine patients 
— most of them children 
— were listed in critical 
condition Monday at two 
hospitals, and seven oth-

ers were reported in seri-
ous condition.

The chief said that 
while police were not 
pursuing Brooks before 
he entered the parade 
route, an officer did fire 
a shot to try to stop him 
but ceased firing because 
of the danger to others. 
Brooks was not injured.

Brooks has two open 
criminal cases in Milwau-
kee County. In one case, 
filed Nov. 5, he is charged 
with resisting or obstruct-
ing an officer, reckless 
endangering, disorderly 
conduct, bail jumping and 
battery. Records show 
$1,000 cash bond was 
posted on Friday.

In the other case, filed 
in July 2020, Brooks is 
charged with reckless 
endangering and illegal 
possession of a firearm.

In the more recent one, 
a woman told police that 
Brooks deliberately ran 

her over with his vehicle 
in a gas station parking 
lot after a fight. She was 
hospitalized for her inju-
ries.

His attorney in those 
cases, Joseph Domask, 
said he was not represent-
ing him in the parade 
incident.

Brooks is an aspiring 
rapper. On a YouTube 
page, a video that has 
since been removed 
showed him rapping in 
front a red Ford SUV 
resembling the one at the 
parade. The rapper uses 
the name MathBoi Fly 
on his Twitter and other 
social media accounts.

The horror was 
recorded by the city’s 
livestream and onlookers’ 
cellphones. One video 
shows the moment the 
SUV broke through the 
barricades at high speed 
and includes the apparent 
sound of several gun-

shots.
“It was like a war scene 

walking through there,” 
said Ken Walter, who had 
been riding in the parade 
in a hot air balloon basket 
along with his wife and 
youngest son. “There 
were these piles of blan-
kets with cops standing 
over them that you just 
knew were bodies.”

Walter said he saw 
a red SUV careen into 
view and watched it hit 
a member of his real 
estate-agency parade 
contingent, then barrel 
straight into members of 
the Waukesha South High 
School marching band.

The SUV continued 
down the parade route. 
Behind it, people were 
screaming, running, 
searching for family 
and friends and unsure 
whether they were still in 
danger, he recalled.

Coal-fired 
power plants 
to close
By Michael Rubinkam 
Associated Press

Climate change isn’t 
what’s driving some U.S. 
coal-fired power plants 
to shut down. It’s the 
expense of stricter pol-
lution controls on their 
wastewater.

Dozens of plants 
nationwide plan to stop 
burning coal this decade 
to comply with more 
stringent federal waste-
water guidelines, accord-
ing to state regulatory 
filings, as the industry 
continues moving away 
from the planet-warming 
fossil fuel to make elec-
tricity.

The new wastewater 
rule  requires power 
plants to clean coal ash 
and toxic heavy metals 
such as mercury, arsenic 
and selenium from plant 
wastewater before it is 
dumped into streams 
and rivers. The rule is 
expected to affect 75 
coal-fired power plants 
nationwide, according to 
the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. 

Those plants had an 
October deadline to tell 
their state regulators 
how they planned to 
comply, with options 
that included upgrading 
their pollution-control 
equipment or retiring 
their coal-fired generat-
ing units by 2028.

The national impact 
of the wastewater rule is 
still coming into focus, 
but at least 26 plants 
in 14 states said they 
will stop burning coal, 
according to the Sierra 

Club, which has been 
tracking state regulatory 
filings. Twenty-one of 
the plants intend to shut 
down, and five indicated 
they may switch to natu-
ral gas, the environmen-
tal group said. 

“The free ride these 
plants have been get-
ting is ending in a lot of 
ways,” said Zack Fabish, 
a Sierra Club lawyer. 
“And them choosing to 
retire by 2028 probably 
reflects the reality that 
a lot of the subsidies 
they have been getting 
in terms of being able to 
dump their wastewater 
into the commons, they 
are not going to be able 
to do that in the future.”

The rule will reduce 
the discharge of pollut-
ants into the nation’s 
waterways by about 386 
million pounds annu-
ally, according to EPA 
estimates. It’s expected 
to cost plant operators, 
collectively, nearly $200 
million per year to imple-
ment.

Those that intend 
to close include two of 
Pennsylvania’s largest 
coal-fired power plants, 
Keystone and Conem-
augh outside Pittsburgh, 
which said they will stop 
using coal and retire all 
of their generating units 
by Dec. 31, 2028, accord-
ing to regulatory notices 
obtained separately by 
The Associated Press. 

The plants opened 
more than 50 years ago 
and together employ 
about 320 full-time work-
ers and 170 contractors. 


