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Now open at 33 W. William St.

By Dillon Davis
cdavis@aimmediamidwest.com

The controversial Planned Overlay District 
(POD) 18 in Liberty Township remains on track 
to move forward following the removal of a ref-
erendum regarding the POD on the November 
ballot.

POD 18 was approved by the Liberty Town-
ship Board of Trustees on March 15 and would 
create an approximately 190-acre zoning overlay 
between Liberty Road and Sawmill Parkway, 
north of Hyatts Road. The approved POD pro-
posal includes a mixture of future uses ranging 
from commercial buildings to a medical facility 
and multifamily housing.

Following the trustees’ vote for approval in 
March, township residents opposing the POD 
rallied to file a petition for a referendum to the 
Delaware County Board of Elections, which was 
certified by the board in May. A total of 713 sig-
natures — 8% of the vote for governor in 2018 
in the unincorporated part of Liberty Township 
— were needed to submit the petition, but more 
than 1,300 signatures were collected. The BOE 
validated 1,134 of the signatures prior to voting 
on the petition for a referendum.

However, after the developers filed a protest 
against the referendum, a hearing on June 28 led 
to a 3-0 vote by the board to uphold the protest 
and remove the referendum; Steve Cuckler, who 
sits on the board but is also providing legal rep-
resentation for the developers of the POD, has 
recused himself throughout the process.

Trustees OK Genoa Christian Academy
By Gary Budzak
gbudzak@aimmediamidwest.com

WESTERVILLE — 
The Genoa Baptist 
Church along state Route 
3 in Genoa Township, 
which is currently being 
expanded, is expected to 

grow even more in the 
near future.

“On May 3, a majority 
of the Board of Trustees 
voted to approve a new, 
nearly 66,000-square-foot 
building to be operated 
by Genoa Baptist Church 
under the name Genoa 

Christian Academy 
(GCA) on the church’s 
approximately 88-acre 
property, southwest of 
the current worship cen-
ter expansion,” wrote 
Genoa Township Zoning 
and Development Direc-
tor Joe Shafer in the 

township’s July/August 
newsletter.

Pastor Frank Carl 
hosted a YouTube video 
tour of progress on the 
Worship Center, which is 
on the church’s website,

Delaware County flexes muscles

By Dillon Davis
cdavis@aimmediamidwest.com

The U.S. News and 
World Report has 
released its annual 
healthiest communities 
survey, and Delaware 
County once again ranks 
as the healthiest county 
in the state. In addition 
to topping the state rank-
ings, Delaware County 

also slotted in the top 20 
of all counties across the 
country, coming in as the 
17th healthiest county in 
the United States.

Medina County was the 
second highest-ranked 
county in Ohio and the 
97th healthiest county 
overall.

For Delaware County, 
it’s more of the same, hav-
ing been atop the state in 

the rankings for at least 
the third year in a row.

According to its web-
site, “The U.S. News 
Healthiest Communities 
rankings measure crucial 
health-related compo-
nents of society with 
the aim of empowering 
citizens, health care lead-
ers, and officials to make 
decisions about policies 
and practices that can 

improve health outcomes 
for all.”

The rankings use 10 
categories that drive 
community healthy, scor-
ing them on a 100-point 
scale. Those categories 
include population health, 
equity, education, econ-
omy, housing, food and 
nutrition, environment, 
public safety, community 
vitality and infrastruc-
ture.

Of the 10 categories,

Referendum no
longer on ballot
in Liberty Twp.

Citizens Sheriff Academy deadline looms
By Glenn Battishill
gbattishill@aimmediamidwest.com

The Delaware County Sher-
iff’s Office is accepting applica-
tions for its annual Citizens 
Sheriff Academy until July 7.

The Citizens Sheriff Acad-
emy is in its sixth year, accord-
ing to Tracy Whited, commu-
nity and media relations man-
ager for the Delaware County 
Sheriff’s Office.

The program “helps strength-
en community and law enforce-
ment relationships through 
education, shadowing, and 
hands-on learning,” Whited 
said.

The 11-week program is open 
to any Delaware County adult, 
and it runs every Wednesday 
from 6 to 9 p.m. Aug. 4 through 
Oct. 13. All classes are taught 
by law enforcement profession-
als.

“This program is the epitome 
of two-way communication,” 
Whited said. “While we expose 
residents to many aspects of 
the sheriff’s office and law 
enforcement, we gain just 
as much by listening to and 
learning from our citizens. We 
encourage participants to ask 
questions and challenge the 
status quo during our weekly 
sessions. We learn what they 

want and expect from their 
local law enforcement, and they 
learn that much of what they 
see and hear on TV and social 
media isn’t always the reality. 
Participants get an up close 
and personal experience into 
the daily work of a deputy, cor-
rections officer, crime analyst, 
evidence technician, detective, 
and so much more.”

Applicants must pass a back-
ground check. Whited said that 
upon graduation, participants 
can choose to serve as volun-
teers at various sheriff’s office 
community events on an

Ranked healthiest county in Ohio

Tracy Whited | Delaware County Sheriff’s Office
A deputy from the Delaware County Sheriff’s Office speaks to members of the 
2020 Citizens Sheriff Academy. The 2021 course is now accepting applicants.

Joshua Keeran | The Gazette
When it comes to finding places to get in a little exercise, Delaware County is home to numerous parks, including Smith Park on Troy 
Road in Delaware. A section of the park contains Greenfields Outdoor Fitness equipment.
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