
SHEFFIELD LAKE, 
Ohio (AP) — An Ohio 
police chief seen in a 
surveillance video put-
ting a note saying “Ku 

Klux Klan” and a jacket 
displayed like a KKK robe 
and hood on a Black offi-
cer’s desk has retired.

Anthony Campo 

resigned shortly after 
Sheffield Lake Mayor 
Dennis Bring confronted 
him on Tuesday.

No publicly available 

telephone numbers were 
found for Campo to seek 
his comment on Friday.

Bring learned what hap-
pened from the city law 
director after the police 
union representing the 
officer filed a harassment 
complaint. The video, 
which did not include 
sound, shows Campo and 
the officer talking briefly 
after the officer discov-
ered the note and jacket 
on his desk.

Bring said Campo, who 
is white, told him it was 
supposed to be a prank. 
Bring called it “embar-
rassing and disgusting.” 

Campo was a Sheffield 
Lake police officer for 
33 years and chief for 
the last eight. The Black 
officer has been with the 
department less than a 
year.

Bring said he and the 
officer cried during a 
conversation about what 
happened.

“I apologized to him,” 
Bring told cleveland.com. 
“This is not a mistake. 
This is something so 
egregious I can’t describe 
it.” 

Sheffield Lake is rough-
ly 27 miles (43.45 kilome-
ters) west of downtown 
Cleveland. 

as-needed basis.
Whited said the dead-

line to apply for the 
program is July 7, and 
applications are avail-
able online at sheriff.
co.delaware.oh.us/citi-
zens-sheriff-academy.

“While we see a pretty 
good range of residents 
who apply, we’d always 
like to see more young 

adults and minorities 
participate,” Whited 
said. “Everyone brings 
a unique perspective to 
the program, and we all 
grow and learn when we 
broaden our audience.”

More information 
can also be found by 
contacting the sheriff’s 
office at sheriffinfo@
co.delaware.oh.us or by 
calling (740) 833-2817.

Glenn Battishill can be reached 
at 740-413-0903 or on Twitter @
BattishillDG.

Delaware County Board 
of Elections Director 
Karla Herron said the 
board ultimately decided 
the language of the 
referendum was not 
adequate in explaining 
the critical details of the 
referendum to those in 
Liberty Township who 
would ultimately decide 
its fate.

“(The board) felt that 
the summary on the 
ballot, the average voter 
just wouldn’t really 
understand it,” Her-
ron told The Gazette. 
“During the meeting, it 
was noted there weren’t 
really words on the sum-
mary that said what it 
was zoned currently 
and what it would be 
changed to. It also didn’t 
have an address point 
or parcel numbers. For 
several reasons (Board 
of Elections member) 
Peg (Watkins) listed, 
they just felt it was not 
complete or accurate 
enough for a voter to 
understand what they 
are voting on.”

John Hartman, a 
township resident who 
lives in the area and 
has been among the 
most vocal in speaking 

out against the POD, 
questioned the board’s 
decision to evaluate the 
ability of residents to 
comprehend the refer-
endum.

“This was peculiar 
because the residents of 
the unincorporated part 
of Liberty Township 
have one of the highest 
education levels in the 
country, and most were 
already aware of the 
issue because of signifi-
cant media coverage and 
social media coverage 
and debate,” he said.”

Hartman said of 
the path forward for 
residents, “The mat-
ter is almost certain 
to be appealed by the 
neighbors’ legal counsel 
to the Ohio Supreme 
Court, which handles all 
election-related disputes 
… My experience is that 
the Ohio Supreme Court 
tends to uphold the 
right of citizens to peti-
tion their government 
for the opportunity to 
vote on local zoning 
matters, and I believe 
that the high court will 
overrule the board of 
elections and order it to 
place the matter on the 
Nov. 2 general election 
ballot.”

Reach Dillon Davis at 740-413-
0904. Follow him on Twitter @
DillonDavis56.

population health made 
up the highest percent-
age of the total score, 
accounting for just 
over 14% of the rank-
ings. Delaware County 
received a score of 80.4 
in the population health 
category, which factors 
in access to care, health 
behavior, health condi-
tions, health outcomes 
and mental health.

In other categories, 
Delaware County 
received a score of 69.8 
in equity, 81.2 in educa-
tion, 86.7 in economy, 
73.8 in housing, 44.0 in 
food and nutrition, 54.5 
in environment, 70.7 
in public safety, 78.3 in 
community vitality, and 
80.2 in infrastructure.

“This ranking reflects 
the priority our resi-
dents have placed on 
not only their health 
but the public’s health. 

This was made evident 
when Delaware County 
showed its commitment 
to public health protec-
tion by achieving the 
highest rate of COVID-
19 vaccinations in the 
state,” Traci Whittaker, 
public information offi-
cer for the Delaware 
Public Health District, 
told The Gazette.

Whittaker added, 
“This ranking also solid-
ifies how important it is 
to sustain the services 
and programs that are 
currently helping resi-
dents stay healthy. The 
Delaware Public Health 
District, along with 
several community part-
ners, continue to plan, 
strategize, and imple-
ment ways to improve 
health outcomes by 
understanding our 
neighbor’s challenges 
and work to secure solu-
tions.”

Reach Dillon Davis at 740-413-
0904. Follow him on Twitter @
DillonDavis56.

 

www.genoachurch.org. 
According to that video, 
the Worship Center opens 
this month after 20 weeks 
of construction.

GCA is a ministry of 
the church.

“Genoa Christian Acad-
emy is a state-chartered 
Christian school with 
full programming for 
preschool, elementary, 
middle and high school,” 
said its website, www.
genoachristianacademy.
org.

Shafer wrote of the new 
addition, “The two-story 

structure will contain 
classrooms, instructional 
space, cafeteria, and gym-
nasium for middle school 
and high school students. 
The existing parking lot 
will be expanded and 
a new driveway out to 
Worthington Road will 
be provided to improve 
access and assist with 
traffic circulation. If all 
required approvals from 
Delaware County are 
secured, construction is 
expected to begin this 
fall.”

“The Lord has blessed 
Genoa Church and Genoa 
Christian Academy in 
tremendous ways, and we 
are excited to announce 
that we will break ground 
in the fall of 2021 on a 

construction project that 
will provide an addi-
tional 65,000-square-foot 
building,” said the GCA 
website. “This building 
is designed for upper 
academy students and is 
projected to be completed 
in the summer of 2023.”

Township documents 
listed the addition’s 
address as 7562 Lewis 
Center Road, Westerville.

In other township 
news, Genoa spokes-
woman Leslie Strader 
said the gateway project 
that was to have started 
this week is on hold. The 
project would have closed 
the Genoa Trail at Mount 
Royal Avenue to add a 
welcome sign that could 
be seen along Route 3.

“We’ve had a COVID-19 
related supply issue pop 
up that’s going to delay 
our start date,” Strader 
said.

Finally, the township’s 
administrative office on 

South Old 3C Highway 
will be closed on July 5. 
However, there will be 
no delay to Rumpke trash 
service. Lastly, the movie 
“Trolls World Tour” will 
be shown on July 10 in 

McNamara Park. Viewing 
areas for families may be 
reserved by visiting geno-
atwp.com/movienight.

Gary Budzak may be reached at 
740-413-0906 or on Twitter @
GaryBudzak.

NEWS Delaware Gazette6    Saturday, July 3, 2021

WIGTON REAL ESTATE & AUCTION LLC
Wes Wigton Auctioneer, Realtor, 740-816-0049 
Larry Wigton Broker, Auctioneer 740-362-0007

wigtonauctions.comOH-70243714

Real Estate & Equipment 
SATURDAY JULY 10th    @ 10 AM

1515 Warren Road, OSTRANDER, Ohio
Scioto Twp.—Delaware County

80.36 ACRES
LOCATED: West 2.5 miles from Delaware on US 36 & East ¼ mile of State 
Route 257 to Warren Road 

REAL ESTATE SELLS FIRST in one parcel! Gloria & Charlie have retired to 
the Carolinas and here is the property you have been looking and waiting 
for!  Located in the very desirable and sought after Scioto Township, Buckeye 
Valley Local Schools.  The attractive property has a 1 ½ story 3 bedroom 
home w/1 yr.old roof, large 3 car detached garage, a 70 x40ft. pole barn, 7 stall 
horse stable w/run in, and  pond, all on 80+ acres.  There are approximately 
27 acres of pasture, 36 acres tillable, presently in established grass & legume 
combination, 14 acres of woods with deer, turkeys and other wildlife. There are 
several sites for that new home in the country situated on a winding country 
road! TERMS: 10% down auction day with balance at closing by August 20, 
2021. Selling in as-is condition with sellers’ confirmation. Visit website for 
photos, full terms and auction.  Make your arrangements and bid your price 
on this diamond in the rough!  OPEN for inspection: June 27th 1-3, July 1st & 
5th 5-6pm or call for appointment.  

GLORIA H. & CHARLES J. MARTI, owners

MARTI AUCTION

Gary Budzak | The Gazette
Construction continues at Genoa Baptist Church, 7562 Lewis Center Road, Westerville.
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By Andrew Welsh-Huggins 
Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio  — 
Extensive publicity about 
the December police kill-
ing of Andre Hill makes 
it impossible to convene 
a fair jury locally and 
so the trial should be 
moved, an attorney 
representing Adam Coy, 
the ex-Columbus officer 
charged in Hill’s death, 
said in a court filing.

That publicity includes 
news coverage, posts 
on social media and 
billboards in Columbus 
calling for justice for 
Hill, said attorney Mark 
Collins.

“Compiling an impar-
tial jury in Franklin 
County would be impos-
sible because potential 
jurors are not only 
exposed to the extensive 
news coverage but also 
to their fellow neighbors’ 
opinions,” Collins said in 
a filing late last month.

Hill, 47, who was 
Black, was fatally shot 
by Coy, who is white, on 
Dec. 22 as Hill emerged 
from a garage holding 
up a cellphone. Coy was 
fired and has pleaded 
not guilty to murder and 
reckless homicide charg-
es. His trial is currently 
scheduled for July 21.

A message was left 
with the Franklin County 

Prosecutor’s office seek-
ing comment on the 
request to move the trial.

The shooting was 
recorded by Coy’s body 
camera, but without 
sound because Coy 
hadn’t activated the 
camera on what started 
as a nonemergency call. 
A 60-second look-back 
function on the camera 
captured the shooting.

Coy, who had a long 
history of complaints 
from citizens, was fired 
Dec. 28 for failing to 
activate his body camera 
and for not providing 
medical aid to Hill. He 
was initially charged for 
dereliction of duty for 
not activating the cam-
era, but those charges 
were dropped. 

Beyond an internal 

police investigation, the 
Ohio attorney general, 
the U.S. attorney for 
central Ohio and the FBI 
have begun their own 
probes into the shooting. 

In May, the city 
reached a $10 million 
settlement with the fam-
ily of Hill, the largest in 
Columbus history.

Officer wants trial moved

Andrew Welsh-Huggins | AP   
Andre Hill, fatally shot by Columbus police on Dec. 22, is memorialized on a shirt worn by his daughter, 
Karissa Hill. Extensive publicity about the killing makes it impossible to convene a fair jury locally, 
so the trial should be moved, Adam Coy, the ex-officer charged in Hill’s death, said in a court filing.

Chief seen putting KKK note 
on Black officer’s desk retires


