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Not just a “boy thing”
Warren teen working hard to break the stereotypical gender divide 

By Madeline Scarborough
Staff Reporter

Jodie Woofert, 17, is 
a senior at Warren High 
School, who also attends 
the Washington County 
Career Center.

At the career center, she 
is enrolled in the Heavy 
Equipment program.

Entry-Level Careers 
(with program comple-
tion) include options like: 
Entry-Level Equipment or 
Heavy Equipment Opera-
tor. 

Technical Careers 
(Apprenticeship, Associ-
ate’s Degree, Advanced 
Certification, Experience, 
etc.) include options like: 
Asphalt Paving Foreman, 
Equipment Operator, 
Laborer and Directional 
Drill Operator/Locator, 
among many others. And 
with a Bachelor’s, Mas-
ter’s, Ph.D., Specialized 
Training, Experience, etc. 
It could be used for jobs 
like being an: Architect, 
Civil Engineer or become 
a Self-Employed Contrac-
tor.

Woofert said that after 
high school she plans to 
hire on with a local com-
pany and gain some expe-
rience then travel out of 
state.

Woofert is the only 
female in her class at this 
time.

“It is a lot of fun, I 
of course get playful grief 
from the guys, but it didn’t 
take long for them to fig-
ure out that I belonged in 
the class,” she said.

Woofert said that her 
love for working with 
heavy equipment sparked 
from time spent with her 
father.

“He was a mechanic and 
for as long as I can remem-
ber I have been by his side 
out in the garage working 
on cars, hunting or fish-
ing and doing work with 
rented heavy equipment,” 
she said.

Woofert said she and her 
father even built her truck 
(a Ford F150) together.

“We like to find older 
vehicles that still have 
potential and fix them up 
together,” she said.

Woofert said she feels 
all those hours working 

alongside her father taught 
her how to be independent 
and how to not need to 
rely on another to fix her 
problems. 

Woofert is also a stu-
dent ambassador, member 
of student council and part 
of school leadership pro-
grams like SSP (students 
solving problems). 

Through being a student 
ambassador, Woofert goes 
to her home school and 
tells others about the cen-
ter and shows tours.

“This way students can 
hear what the center offers 
from their peers,” she said.

Through SSP and stu-
dent council she has 
planned school events like 
prom and done volunteer 
work. 

“We have our toy drive 
going on right now, and 
recently held food drive,” 
she said. 

Woofert said that they 
have also joined in com-
munity events, such as 

the walk for suicide and 
organized for a speaker to 
come in and discuss sui-
cide with the students. 

“We invited the parents 
of a boy who graduated 
from the career center then 
later in his life commit-
ted suicide,” she said. “We 
organized it in hopes that 
talking about suicide, the 
signs and how to get help 

could reach someone who 
needed help, really just get 
the conversation rolling.”

Woofert said that there 
are not always signs, 
but sometimes peers can 
notice signs that others 
may overlook, and that it 
is important for those in 
need to get help.

She also takes a look 
at what is going on in 

the school and talk about 
improvements through the 
groups.

“I have thoroughly 
enjoyed being in a leader-
ship role, where I can con-
tinue to grow my indepen-
dence and prove myself,” 
she said. 

Madeline Scarborough can be reached 

at mscarborough@newsandsentinel.com 
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TOP RIGHT: Jodie Woofert, 17, of Warren High School. BOTTOM RIGHT: Jodie Woofert works 
alongside her father on an engine in their garage. Woofert said she has been following in her father’s 
footsteps helping him out for as long as she can remember. ABOVE: Jodie Woofert, 17, of Warren 
High School, stands next to her Ford F150 that she and her father built together.

Jodie Woofert:
Jodie Woofert, 17, is a senior at Warren High School, who 

also attends the Washington County Career Center.
At the career center, she is enrolled in the Heavy Equip-

ment program.
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LEFT: Jodie Woofert, 17, of Warren High School, attends the Washington 
County Career Center where she is being certified in operating heavy equip-
ment.

“I have thoroughly enjoyed being 
in a leadership role, where I can 
continue to grow my 
independence and prove myself.”

Jodie Woofert

“He (Woofert’s father) was a 
mechanic and for as long as I can 
remember I have been by his side out 
in the garage working on cars, hunting 
or fishing and doing work with rented 
heavy equipment.” 

Jodie Woofert


