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Pennsylvanian sentenced  
to 18 months in jail for  
online threats against Jews

Corbin Kauffman of  Lehighton, 
Pa., was sentenced by a U.S. District 
Court judge to 18 months in prison for 
making internet threats against Jews. 
Kauffman, 32, received his sentencing 
July 13 after pleading guilty to one 
count of  criminal information. He 
admitted that on March 13, 2019, he 
posted on social media a digitally 
created image of  his hand aiming an 
AR-15 rifle at a group of  Jewish men 
praying in a synagogue. On the same 
day, Kauffman shared a video of  the 
October 2018 deadly shooting at the 
Tree of  Life*Or L’Simcha Synagogue 
in Pittsburgh and uploaded a separate 
post in support of  the 19-year-old 
gunman. He also posted a picture 
of  vandalism he committed by 
defacing a display case at the Chabad 
Lubavitch Jewish Center in Ocean 
City, Md., with white supremacist 
and anti-Semitic stickers. Kauffman 
used “various aliases online to post 
hundreds of  anti-Semitic, anti-Black 
and anti-Muslim messages, images 
and videos,” according to the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for the Middle 
District of  Pennsylvania.

LA School District passes 
resolution condemning  
antisemitism

The Los Angeles Unified School 
District unanimously passed 
a resolution that denounced 
antsemitism and anti-Israeli rhetoric, 
the Los Angeles Daily News reported. 
The resolution, which was passed 
July 13, also called on the district 
to update its Jewish history and 
culture curriculum and instructional 
materials, and provide more training 
to staff  about how to respond to 
antisemitic speech and incidents. 
“The Board of  Education denounces 
the rise in antisemitic, anti-Jewish 
and anti-Israeli rhetoric, and hate-
motivated crimes and incidents that 
denigrate Jewish students and staff  
in the communities served by LAUSD 
in order for every LAUSD campus 
and office to be a safe and welcoming 
environment for all students, staff  
and families,” the resolution stated. 
Jeffrey Abrams, Los Angeles regional 
director of  the Anti-Defamation 
League, said it will “help create a 
productive and safe environment for 
Jewish students, and all students and 
families.”

– Compiled from JTA, JNS.org and 
The Associated Press

AJC CEO David Harris to leave position after 31 years 
JNS.ORG

Longtime CEO of  the American Jewish Committee David 
Harris announced July 15 he will step down in May 2022 
after 31 years in the position.

Harris said in a news release it was an 
honor to have been selected as CEO in 1990 
after first joining the AJC staff  in 1979. He 
praised the support he received from AJC 
staff  members in the execution of  his work.

“Every single day, I have been grateful 
beyond words for the opportunity to pursue 
my lifelong mission – to assist Jews in danger 
worldwide, support Israel’s quest for peace 
and security, combat anti-Semitism and 
defend democratic values against the radical 
right and the totalitarian left,” he said. “Now, 

after more than three decades, I believe it’s time to pass the baton 
to a successor, as our Jewish story, I’ve always thought, is a kind 
of  relay race. That will happen in May 2022, at the next AJC 
Global Forum in Washington, D.C.

“In these unsettling times for the Jewish people, AJC’s 
115 years of  front line experience, record of  tangible 
success, unparalleled access to the halls of  power and strict 
nonpartisanship are as vital as ever,” he wrote. “And for the next 
year, I will be devoting every ounce of  intellectual, emotional 
and physical energy to AJC’s programmatic and institutional 

priorities, as I have tried to do since that first moment in 1990.”
Harris said he will stay active as a consultant for an 

additional year to help transition to his replacement.
Lee C. Shapiro, regional director of  AJC Cleveland, wrote in 

a July 18 email to the Cleveland Jewish News, “David Harris is a 
true visionary – an inspirational and extraordinary leader. It has 
been an honor to work with him on behalf  of  the Jewish people 
and to help shape our own history. I look forward to what we will 
accomplish together in the next 10 months. David will leave AJC 
well-positioned for its future, where we will build on his rich 
legacy and continue the critical work ahead. May we all go from 
strength to strength.”

His successor will be chosen by an AJC succession 
committee, led by AJC honorary president John Shapiro, the 
AJC executive council and an outside international executive 
search agency, Heidrick & Struggles, to find a “visionary leader 
who will set the course for the next era of  Jewish advocacy,” 
according to the release.

“For the past 31 years as CEO, David has built AJC into the 
leading global Jewish advocacy organization it is today,” wrote 
AJC president Harriet P. Schleifer in a letter to AJC’s leadership. 
“A tireless visionary and a passionate advocate for world Jewry, 
the State of  Israel and democratic values, David’s leadership has 
been a gift to AJC and to the Jewish people.”

– Managing Editor Bob Jacob contributed to this report.

Harris

Scoop – Ben & Jerry’s takes 
ice cream off settlements’ menu
JNS.ORG

Kosher supermarkets are rethinking their inventory. 
Politicians are emptying their freezers. And the foreign 
minister of  Israel is vowing to get involved in local 

United States politics.
The reactions were all part of  the firestorm that quirky 

ice cream manufacturer Ben & Jerry’s set off  July 19 with 
its announcement that it would no longer sell ice cream in 
“Occupied Palestinian Territory.” 

The Vermont-based company, founded by two Jews and 
long known for its left-leaning politics, had gone dark on 
social media for two months since the recent outbreak of  
violence in Israel and Gaza. The announcement broke that 
silence, simultaneously infuriating Israel advocates who said 
the decision was an unfair attack on Israel and disappointing 
pro-Palestinian advocates who said the company should have 
gone farther.

Israeli politicians, supermarkets in the U.S., various 
pundits and even Ben & Jerry’s current Israeli licensee went 
after the ice cream maker and its corporate parent, the British 
multinational Unilever, for its statement. 

The company’s Jewish founders, Ben Cohen and Jerry 
Greenfield, no longer manage the brand, but have often used 
their frozen treats to push social justice causes. Greenfield 
went to Oberlin College and studied pre-med. 

Reactions from Israel’s leaders were harsh. Despite the 
distinctions, Ben & Jerry’s made in its statement between 
Israel and the “Occupied Palestinian Territory,” Prime 
Minister Naftali Bennett, a longtime supporter of  the 

settlements, called the decision a “boycott of  Israel” and said 
Ben and Jerry’s “decided to brand itself  as an anti-Israel ice 
cream.” His predecessor, Benjamin Netanyahu, tweeted, “Now 
we Israelis know which ice cream NOT to buy.”

Israeli Foreign Minister Yair Lapid, the architect of  the 
current ruling coalition who is generally to Bennett’s left 
regarding the Palestinians, went even further, calling the 
decision a “shameful surrender to antisemitism, to BDS 
and to all that is wrong with the anti-Israel and anti-Jewish 
discourse.” He called on U.S. states to take domestic action 
against Ben & Jerry’s based on state laws that prohibit 
government contracting with entities that boycott Israel.

American Jewish groups offered varied responses to the 
company’s scoop that mapped to their political orientation. 

The Anti-Defamation League, a centrist group, said it was 
“disappointed” by the move, adding, “You can disagree with 
policies without feeding into dangerous campaigns that seek 
to undermine Israel” but refraining from calling for specific 
actions.

And the right-wing Zionist Organization of  America 
called for a boycott of  the ice cream, proclaiming that Ben 
& Jerry’s is “bad for your moral and physical health.” The 
call was echoed by others such as the Jewish conservative 
commentator Ben Shapiro, who said he would stop eating the 
brand. 

Glatt Express Supermarket, a kosher grocery store in 
Teaneck, N.J., announced via Facebook it would no longer 
carry Ben & Jerry’s products following the company’s 
announcement. Aron’s Kissena Farms, a kosher market in 
Queens, N.Y., made the same decision. 


