
cyan B1 magenta B1 yellow B1 black B1

W W W . M E D I N A - G A Z E T T E . C O M

B
Thursday,
May 20,

2021

Section

 S p o r t s S p o r t sSoftball
Buckeye wins 
the outright GLC 
championship.
Page B4

Opinion
Page B5

In this section:

Classified
Page B6

AARON JOSEFCZYK / GAZETTE

Cloverleaf pitcher Drew Schreck celebrates the 
final out in a win over Rocky River.

SECTIONAL BASEBALL: 
BLACK RIVER 11, LUTHERAN WEST 3

All-out attack
Pirates run circles around Longhorns

Albert Grindle
The Gazette

SULLIVAN TWP. — Noth-
ing is more dangerous in high 
school tournament baseball 
than a freewheeling, happy-
go-lucky underdog.

Black River may as well 
be Exhibit A, as the sev-
enth-seeded Pirates domi-
nated No. 10 Lutheran West on 
Wednesday in an 11-3 Creston 
Division III Sectional final that 
was pretty much decided after 
two innings.

Winners of 13-of-14 after 
breaking the 1986 school 
record for victories, Black 
River (21-7) advanced to bat-
tle top-seeded Canton Cen-

tral Catholic (19-4) at 2 p.m. 
Monday in Creston.

The Pirates compiled an 
11-62 record from 2017-19. 
The district appearance will 
be their first since a Cinderella 
run to regionals in 2006.

“We really wanted to pull 
through for our seniors and 
give them something to 

Schultz Kocik

See PIRATES, B3

DISTRICT SOFTBALL: NORTH RIDGEVILLE 4, HIGHLAND 3 (9 INN.)

KRISTIN BAUER / GAZETTE

North Ridgeville’s Rachel Mease slides safely into second base against Highland’s Paige Berkmeyer.

Sinking feeling
Shaun Bennett

The Gazette

NORTH RIDGEVILLE — The High-
land softball team’s North Ridgeville 
Division I District final Wednesday 
had everything but the storybook 
ending.

Seeking the first regional berth in 

program history, the 10th-seeded 
Hornets rallied from an early deficit to 
tie the game and came up with a huge 
defensive play at the plate in extra 
innings to extend it but ultimately fell 

4-3 to No. 2 North Ridgeville in nine 
innings.

It appeared the Hornets (19-10) 
were going to come up big again in 
the bottom of the ninth when pitcher 
Liz Kasper induced a come-backer by 
North Ridgeville’s Kasey Timko with 
the bases loaded and one out. Kasper 
threw home for the second out and 
catcher Kennedy Steinbacher had 
plenty of time to get Timko at first for 
the inning-ending double play, but 
the throw went off the back of Tim-
ko’s helmet and Daylan Baker came 
around to score the walk-off run for 

the Rangers (22-4).
“It was playing out in our favor 

at the end of that game,” Highland 
coach Brent Belsole said. “We almost 
got the double play. ... We had it. It 
was perfect, and we didn’t execute it. 
I tried to talk to the ump before he 
left — I didn’t know if (Timko) was on 
the white part of the bag or the orange 
part — and he didn’t want to hear it. 
He just left.”

Highland had plenty of big 
moments to get to the finish.

Hetkey Miller

NICK CAMMETT / GAZETTE

Medina’s Amelia Cassidy hits a single in the fifth inning.

AMHERST 7, MEDINA 0

Tradition never dies
Five seniors help Bees to another successful spring

Brad Bournival
The Gazette

AVON LAKE — The high school softball 
careers of Meadow Nardone, Dana Rabung, 
Lauren Sebring, Bri Buchko and Kylie Hosey 
ended Wednesday.

The legacy they left at Medina did not.
The seventh-seeded Bees 

dropped a 7-0 Avon Lake 
Division I District final to 
top-seeded Amherst.

Amherst will play North 
Ridgeville (22-4) in a regional 
semifinal next week, but 
what the five Medina seniors 
did for the program can’t be 
measured.

The Bees (18-8), a district final regular in 
years past, hadn’t been to a championship 
game since 2016. That drought ended for the 
Greater Cleveland Conference runners-up 
earlier this week and will be the foundation 
the team builds on in the future.

“These girls showed incredible growth 
from our first scrimmage to now,” Bees 
coach Jessica Toocheck said. “I think dis-
trict finals really wasn’t in the picture 
back then, but they kept working and 
chipping away. They made their dream a 
reality. Unfortunately, we just couldn’t pull 
through today.

“Our seniors have given an invaluable 
amount on the field and in leadership. I’m 
not sure you can replace a pitcher-catcher 
duo in (Hosey and Nardone), but we have 
other players looking to fill in the spots. All 
our seniors contributed in different ways. 
They’ll certainly be missed.”

Medina started the season 1-4, but turned 
it on the rest of the way and won 17 of its final 
21 games.

When the Bees reached the district final 
after beating North Olmsted 9-1, the only 
ones surprised were those who didn’t follow 
the season closely.

Sebring

See BEES, B3

SECTIONAL BASEBALL: 
CLOVERLEAF 11, ROCKY RIVER 2

Keep dreaming
Colts break school record for wins

Rick Noland
The Gazette

WESTFIELD TWP. — The Clo-
verleaf baseball team rewrote the 
school record book Wednesday in 
impressive fashion.

The fourth-seeded Colts not 
only broke a tie with the 1982 
team by winning for the 18th 
this season, they qualified for 
districts for the first time in 
at least 20 years by downing 
No. 20 Rocky River 11-2 in a 
North Ridgeville Division II 
Sectional final.

Cloverleaf (18-6) will play No. 6 
Buckeye (17-8), a 4-0 winner over 
No. 22 Benedictine, in a North Rid-
geville District semifinal Monday at 

5 p.m. The Pirates fell to 10-16.
The Colts, who went 7-16 in 

2018 and 11-17 while playing a 
lot of sophomores in 2019, also 
can still get a share of the Metro 
Athletic Conference title if they 
beat Norton today and Woodridge 
upsets first-place Field.

Biskup Kelly

See COLTS, B3

SECTIONAL 
BASEBALL: 
BUCKEYE 4, 
BENEDICTINE 0

Bryce, 
Bryce, 
baby
Layton stars
in two-hitter

John Urchek
The Gazette

YORK TWP. — The Buckeye 
baseball team executed its 
game plan flawlessly Wednes-
day to advance to the district 
semifinals for the second 
straight season and the third 
time in four.

Senior ace Bryce Layton was 
exceptional in throwing a two-
hit shutout and the offense 
provided a quick spark in a 4-0 
victory over Benedictine in a 
North Ridgeville Division II 
Sectional final.

“If we give our dude (Lay-
ton) three runs, more than 
likely we’ve got a really good 
chance to win,” Buckeye coach 
Mike Wolf said. 
“Tonight you 
saw vintage 
Bryce Layton. 
Defensively we 
played clean 
and we scored 
early, which 
o b v i o u s l y 
changed things 
for them.”

The sixth-
s e e d e d 
Bucks (17-8) 
advanced to 
face Medina 
County neigh-
bor and No. 4 
seed Clover-
leaf (18-6) in a district semi-
final at North Ridgeville on 
Monday. The Colts topped 
20th-seeded Rocky River 
11-2. The Pirates split with 
Buckeye in Great Lakes Con-
ference play. No. 22 Benedic-
tine fell to 9-19. 

The Bucks have struggled to 
provide quality run support for 
Layton this season but came 
out of the gate with a three-run 
first inning. Junior Ian Kich-
urchak punctuated the start 
with a single into left field that 
plated juniors Mike Midea and 
Preston DiMarco.

“We’ve had ups and downs 
for sure throughout the season, 
but I think now we are starting 
to show up and play how we 
know how to play,” Kichurchak 
said. “The first inning started 
the momentum for the rest of 
the game. It gave us some wig-
gle room and set everything up 
for our victory.”

Only two Bengals hitters 
reached base — on a first-in-
ning single by Cory Misconish 
and a fifth-inning hit by desig-
nated hitter Max Young. Mis-
conish and Young stole second 
base with two outs, but each 
time Layton struck out the next 
hitter.

Layton

Kichurchak

See BUCKS, B3

See HORNETS, B3

Failed double play 
allows winning run 
to cross home plate
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“(Layton) is a different guy, 
and he goes out there with the 
goal to go the whole game,” 
Kichurchak said of his bat-
terymate. “He doesn’t go out 
trying for a certain amount of 
strikeouts or this or that, but 
he wants to start the game and 
finish the game. He’s done that 
in all but one of his starts.”

Layton was incredibly 
efficient, throwing 57-of-80 
pitches for strikes. The tall 
right-hander credited his 
defense, which committed 
no errors, with giving him the 
confidence to attack hitters.

Throughout the game, Lay-
ton could be heard talking up 
his teammates after they made 
a play.

“It was a great team win, a 
big win for us,” Layton said. 
“I’m nothing without my 
defense because I let them 
make the plays for me. My 
mentality is always to attack 
the hitter and pound the zone, 
and it was more of the same 
tonight.”

Benedictine pitcher Ron-
nie Schultz recovered from 
a rough 32-pitch first inning 
to allow only five hits while 
striking out four in a complete 
game. After Kichurchak’s two-
run single, Schultz retired the 
next seven batters and eight of 
the next nine.

Designated hitter Hunter 
Aungst ended that stretch with 
a leadoff single in the fourth 
when his grounder to third 
took a 45-degree turn on a hop 
off the edge of the infield grass. 
A wild pitch and fly ball to right 
by Nico Allen put pinch runner 
Dylan Sickle at third base, and 
he scored on a perfectly exe-
cuted suicide squeeze by Nick 
Bostic.

Midea led off the next inning 
with his second hit of the 
game, a double deep into cen-
ter, but was stranded.

Contact John Urchek 
at sports@medina-gazette.com.

Buckeye 4, Benedictine 0
North Ridgeville Division II Sectional Final

BENEDICTINE   000 000 0  —  0  2  1
BUCKEYE  300 100 x  —  4  5  0

WP — Bryce Layton (3-5) 7 innings, 0 
walks, 7 strikeouts. LP — Ronnie Schultz 6 
innings, 4 earned runs, walk, 5 strikeouts. 
Benedictine (9-19). Buckeye (17-8) — Mike 
Midea single, double, run; Ian Kichurchak 
single, 2 RBIs.

BUCKS
From B1
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Cloverleaf’s Jeremy Cottrell attempts to avoid a tag from 
Rocky River catcher Joey Pike.

“My freshman year we stunk, 
honestly,” senior winning 
pitcher Drew Schreck said. “To 
turn it all the way around and 
set a school record is amazing.”

Schreck had a lot to do with 
that. After struggling with his 
curveball for two innings, he 
bagged the pitch and relied 
on a four-seam fastball and 
changeup the rest of the way. 
It worked, as Schreck (6-1, 1.55 
ERA) went the distance and 
gave up just one earned run 
and five hits while walking one, 
hitting one and fanning six.

The right-hander got help 
from his defense, as shortstop 
Logan Tierney caught a line 
drive and doubled a runner off 
first in the first inning and right 
fielder Josh Pierce doubled 
another runner off first in the 
fifth.

“We talked, and (Schreck) 
said he had the first-inning 
jitters a little bit,” sophomore 
catcher Tyler Biskup said. “After 
the first two innings, he calmed 
down. We found a good plan 
and shut things down pretty 
easily.”

Offensively, the fast and 
aggressive Colts turned eight 
hits, three Rocky River errors, 
seven walks and a hit by pitch 
into 11 runs. Included was a 
five-run fourth that put Clover-
leaf up 9-2. It featured two hits, 
two walks and two errors.

“We talk about playing fast,” 
Colts coach Mark Kelly said. 
“We have some speed, so we 
like to go first to third or get 
a stolen base after a walk. In 
games like this, that will be the 
difference.”

Cloverleaf took a 1-0 lead 
in the bottom of the first 
when Jason Sitko’s double to 
right-center scored leadoff 
man Ashton Newton, who 
walked and stole second. Sitko 
later scored on the first of three 
infield errors by the Pirates.

Schreck had his only bad 
inning in the second, giving up 
two doubles, hitting a batter 
and enduring an infield miscue 
as Rocky River tied the game, 

but he was lights out over the 
final five innings. The senior 
retired eight in a row at one 
point and didn’t allow another 
runner to get into scoring posi-
tion until the seventh, then fin-
ished the game with a strikeout.

“I was struggling to get a 
good grip,” Schreck said of 
the second inning. “It’s been 
awhile since we’ve played in a 
game like this, with this heat. I 
figured it out the second time 
through the order.”

Cloverleaf took the lead for 
good when Biskup hit a two-
strike pitch to deep center for 
a double that plated Justin 
George and Tierney to make it 
a 4-2 game.

“I expected him to make a 
good catch,” Biskup said of 
Rocky River center fielder Jacob 
Florentine. “When I saw him 
turn and start running, I knew 
it was over his head.”

On a record-setting day 
where a lot of players contrib-
uted, the Colts got a single, 
walk, two runs and two stolen 
bases from Newton, two walks 
and two runs from George, two 
singles, a hit by pitch, three runs 
and two RBIs from Tierney and 
two walks from Jeremy Cottrell, 
who never stopped running on 
a wild pitch and got to second 
base following his second base 
on balls. Biskup also singled 
and walked, while Sitko scored 
twice and drove in two.

“It means a lot to us as a 
team and it means a lot to the 
community,” Biskup said of 
the record for wins in a season 
and district berth. “Everyone 
is hyped and happy. We’ve just 
got to keep going and increase 
that (win) total every game.”

Contact Rick Noland at (330) 721-4046 
or rnoland@medina-gazette.com. 
Follow him @RickNoland on Twitter.

Cloverleaf 11, 
Rocky River 2
ROCKY RIVER  020 000 0  —   2   5  3
CLOVERLEAF  202 502 x  —  11  8  1

WP — Drew Schreck (6-1) 7 innings, 2 runs, 
1 earned, walk, hit by pitch, 6 strikeouts. LP — 
Ethan White (1-5) 3 1/3 innings, 3 hits, 7 runs, 
4 earned, 4 walks, hit by pitch, 3 strikeouts. 
Rocky River (10-16) — Braedon Spies double, 
run; Charlie Russell double, 2 RBIs. Cloverleaf 
(18-6) — Ashton Newton single, walk, 2 runs, 
2 stolen bases; Justin George 2 walks, 2 runs; 
Logan Tierney 2 singles, hit by pitch, 3 runs, 2 
RBIs; Jason Sitko double, 2 runs, 2 RBIs; Tyler 
Biskup single, double, walk, 2 RBIs; Jeremy 
Cottrell 2 walks.

COLTS
From B1

“From freshman year until now, we’ve 
grown so much,” Nardone said. “There 
were a lot of seniors my freshman year, 
but we’ve all grown from Bri (Buchko) 
to Coach Toocheck, (Tim) Flanagan, 
Vanessa Scoarste, Corey Bernard and 
Bobbi Langlois. They’ve all helped us 
throughout the years. We definitely have 
been better as a whole team.

“The younger girls have to take a step 
up and pull out of their comfort zone. 
They have to take this open door and 
keep it going throughout the year.”

While Kate Kastelic (24-3) kept Medina 
off-balance most of the evening, there 

were chances in the five-hitter. But every 
time the Bees had an opportunitty, Kas-
telic, who struck out six, responded.

On the flip side, when the Comets (26-
3) found a crack, they blew it into smith-
ereens.

Down 3-0 in the fourth, Medina looked 
like it was going to get out of the inning 
unscathed, but an error led to four 
unearned runs.

“Any time you can’t take care of the lit-
tle things, you open the door for a great 
team,” Toocheck said. “They’re going to 
bust it open and they did. We didn’t take 
care of the ball on defense. It wasn’t our 
best showing.”

The onus now falls on players like 
Peyton Pasadyn, Trista Melcher, Alexa 
Kuczkowski and Amelia Cassidy to take 

what the seniors showed them and move 
the program forward.

“This program has grown so much,” 
Melcher said. “All these girls have been 
playing together since we were 6. That 
connection has always been there. I’m a 
year younger, but they’ve been an inspi-
ration to me and the other girls. I’m going 
to be a senior next year and I can’t wait to 
help the program grow.”

Contact Brad Bournival at bournival929@gmail.com.

Amherst 7, Medina 0
Avon Lake Division I District Final

MEDINA  000 000 0  —  0  5  2
AMHERST  102 400 x  —  7  2  2

WP — Kate Kastelic (24-3) 7 innings, 2 walks, 6 strikeouts. 
LP — Kylie Hosey (12-6) 6 innings, 3 earned runs, walk, 
4 strikeouts. Medina (18-8) — Meadow Nardone double. 
Amherst (25-3) — Cassidy Kettleman double, 2 RBIs, 2 runs; 
Lanie Stottlemire 2 singles, home run (2), 3 RBIs, run; Kastelic 
double; Brianna Sadler 3 singles, 2 runs.

BEES
From B1
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Medina’s Trista Melcher, right, retires Amhearst’s Eliza Marcano to end the fifth inning.

After surrendering three runs in the 
second inning, Kasper got into a groove 
and set down 10 straight between the 
third and sixth innings, then six of the 
next seven after Jenna Jaffee singled to 
break up the run.

“Our pitcher was phenomenal,” Bel-
sole said. “To go nine innings against the 
two seed and we’re the 10 seed, she did 
really good to see those girls that many 
times and keep them off the bases.”

The Hornets tied the game in the fifth 
after the bottom of the order scratched 
out a run and the top came up big.

Emily Miller led off with a single to 
left field and advanced to third on a 
wild pitch and passed ball. Steinbacher 
brought her home with a long sacrifice 
fly to left.

Emma Hetkey hit a two-out single 
through the right side before Paige Berk-
meyer crushed a home run over the 
left-center fence to tie the game at 3.

“We all called it,” Belsole said of the 
University of Illinois recruit’s bomb. “Our 
leadoff hitter (Hetkey) gets on all the 
time. She’s very, very good. I was saying 
and my assistant coaches were saying, ‘If 
she gets on, we’re going for this — home 
run.’”

The home run was Berkmeyer’s 12th of 
the season, pulling her into a tie for the 
Medina County record with 2018 Bruns-
wick graduate Gabbi Campbell. 

“The second she hit it, I knew it was 
out,” Belsole said. “The next one (Berk-
meyer also hit a long double) I was trying 
to will over the fence, but it didn’t quite 
get there.”

Berkmeyer also came up big in the 
eighth inning when Rangers leadoff hit-
ter Rachel Mease lined a shot down the 
right field line and decided to try to turn 
a triple into a game-winning, inside-the-

park home run.
Berkmeyer sprinted from her short-

stop position to take the cutoff throw 
from right, spun and easily gunned down 
Mease at the plate. Kasper was able to 
get the next two batters out to extend the 
game.

“She just said she wanted that ball to 
try and gun her at home. She’s that type of 
player,” Belsole said. “That play at home 
was one of the best plays, a real momen-
tum changer when we needed it most. 
But unfortunately we didn’t do what we 
needed when we were up to bat.”

Belsole said he was “110%” shocked 
by North Ridgeville coach Mike Mease’s 
decision to send the runner home with 
no outs in extra innings.

“Why would you do that?” he said. 
“I’m not surprised because it’s his daugh-
ter and he wanted her to win the game. 
That’s my opinion. I wouldn’t have done 
that.”

Mike Mease explained that the deci-

sion aligns with his coaching style, but 
said he might not have made the call had 
he known Berkmeyer was going to be 
involved in the play.

“I just got burned,” Mike Mease said. 
“We’ve talked about it all year long, that 
I’m going to run us into outs. We’re that 
aggressive on the base paths. I got us shot 
twice, once early in the game and once 
there at the end when I could have pulled 
up.”

Contact Shaun Bennett at (440) 329-7137 or 
sbennett@chroniclet.com. Like him on Facebook 
and follow him @ShaunBennettct on Twitter

North Ridgeville 4, 
Highland 3 (9 inn.)

North Ridgeville Division I District Final
HIGHLAND 000 030 000  —  3  8  2
N. RIDGEVILLE 030 000 001  —  4  9  0

Two outs when winning run scored. WP — Katie Barnhart 
(11-2) 9 innings, 3 earned runs, walk, hit by pitch, 6 strikeouts. 
LP — Liz Kasper (10-6) 8 2/3 innings, 3 earned runs, 2 walks, 
5 strikeouts. Highland (19-10) — Emma Hetkey 3 singles, 
run; Paige Berkmeyer double, home run, 2 RBIs, run; Ashley 
Brewster double. North Ridgeville (22-4) — Rachel Mease 
triple; Barnhart double; Jenna Jaffe 2 singles, run.

HORNETS
From B1

KRISTIN BAUER / GAZETTE

Highland’s Liz Kasper delivers.

remember from their last home 
game in high school,” junior 
catcher Carter Kocik said. “It was 
a tough game with the weather 
being so hot (83 degrees) — 
everyone was exhausted — but 
we pulled through.”

Pounding out 15 hits — 
only two traveled more than 
100 feet in the air — stealing 
second base five times and 
advancing on defensive indif-
ference in first-and-third situ-
ations on five more occasions, 
Black River executed its soft-
ball-style hyper-aggressive 
game plan to perfection.

Leadoff man Ryan Schultz 
terrorized the Longhorns 
(15-7) with three hits, four 
RBIs, three stolen bases and 
two runs. Kocik was 3-for-5 
with three RBIs, ace Conner 
Burke crushed a key two-run 
double and Eric Groesser 

(single, triple, run) and Tyler 
Mrakuzic (3 singles, RBI, 2 
runs) sustained momen-
tum from the bottom of the 
lineup.

A 6-0 lead after two innings 
was more than enough run 
support for Burke (5-3, 1.05 
ERA), who extended his streak 
without allowing an earned 
run to 352/        3 innings with a five-
hit complete game.

“We’re very aggressive with 
our mindset,” Schultz said. 
“We wanted this game. We 
wanted win No. 21.”

Up 2-0 after one inning, 
Black River seized control 
further by scoring four times 
with two outs in the second. 
Mrakuzic walked, stole sec-
ond and scored on a Schultz 
seeing-eye single to right, and 
Noah Hopek’s hustle down 
the first base line opened the 
floodgates.

With Schultz on second 
after a steal, Hopek hit an 

innocent-looking grounder to 
pitcher Zach Hammer-Huber 
(3-5), who elected to cut off 
Hopek down the line instead 
of flipping to first. Hopek 
twisted his body to avoid the 
tag, setting up an RBI single 
by Kocik and the crushed two-
run double by Burke.

What could have been a 3-0 
hole for Lutheran West turned 
into 6-0, and the Pirates 
extended to 8-0 the next 
inning with a quintessential 
example of how they want to 
play: walk, bunt single, sac-
rifice, up-the-gut single and 
sacrifice fly.

“We knew that was a turn-
ing point,” Kocik said of the 
missed tag on Hopek. “We 
could get some runs out of 
it and get their motivation 
down and ours up.”

Black River will be the 
underdog Monday against the 
Crusaders, a 14-time district 
champion, seven-time regional 

champion and three-time state 
champion. The Pirates are per-
fectly OK with that because 
they believe they’re playing 
with house money.

They won’t be short on con-
fidence, either, with Burke on 
the mound.

“I’m excited, honestly,” 
Schultz said. “We’ve got some 
momentum.

“(Burke) is just built differ-
ent. Watching him, it’s magic. 
It’s a pleasure.”

Contact Albert Grindle at (330) 721-4043 
or agrindle@medina-gazette.com.

Black River 11, 
Lutheran West 3

Creston Division III Sectional final
LUTHERAN WEST 000 210 0  —   3    5   1
BLACK RIVER     242 030 x  —  11  15  3

WP — Conner Burke (5-3) 7 innings, 0 
earned runs, walk, 2 hit by pitches, strikeout. 
LP — Zach Hammer-Huber (3-5) 2 innings, 
7 runs, 6 earned, 6  2 walks, hit by pitch, 3 
strikeouts. Lutheran West (15-7) — Eddie 
Ramos single, double, 2 RBIs. Black River 
(21-7) — Ryan Schultz 3 singles, 4 RBIs, 2 
runs, 3 stolen bases; Noah Hopek single, 2 
runs; Carter Kocik 3 singles, 3 RBIs, 2 runs; 
Burke double, 2 RBIs; Eric Groesser single, 
triple, run; Tyler Mrakuzic 3 singles, walk, 
RBI, 2 runs.

PIRATES
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Announce your ‘Big Event’ on our Milestone’s page
Engagement • Wedding • Anniversary • Retirement • Birth • Graduation
visit www.medina-gazette.com/milestones or call Patti Willett at 330-721-4006
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