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Just when things were start-
ing to look up for the Browns 
following a 41-16 win over the 
Bengals on Sunday, they were 
brought back down to earth.

Running back Nick Chubb 
and rookie receiver/running 
back Demetric Felton tested 
positive for COVID-19 on Tues-
day and were placed on the 
COVID reserve list.

Because they’re vaccinated, 
there’s a chance they could be 
cleared to play Sunday against 
the Patriots in a matchup of 5-4 
AFC playoff contenders.

In order to 
return, a vac-
cinated player 
who tests pos-
itive and is 
asymptomatic 
needs two con-
secutive nega-
tive laboratory 
PCR tests taken 
at least 24 hours 
apart. Vacci-
nated play-
ers who have 
s y m p t o m s 
must have two 
negative tests 
taken at least 
24 hours apart 
and be asymp-
tomatic for 48 
hours.

“It’s like for 
every good 
news, there’s 
s o m e t h i n g 
bad that hap-
pens. What 
is this, the 
world?” right 
guard Wyatt 
Teller  said 
during a Zoom 
call to discuss 
his four-year, 
$56.8 million 
contract extension. “But, no, it 
sucks. I hope the best for them. I 
really hope they’re back quickly, 
no symptoms.”

The Browns had largely 
avoided COVID issues through 
the first half of the season but 
had four positive tests in the 
last two days. Running back 
John Kelly and practice squad 
receiver Lawrence Cager were 
put on the reserve list Monday.

The team has gone to enhanced 
protocols, which includes virtual 
meetings, masks in the building 
and increased testing.

Without Chubb, D’Ernest 
Johnson would likely make his 
second start. In the first of his 
career Oct. 21 against the Bron-
cos, he rushed for 146 yards 
and a touchdown.

He’s the only running back 
on the active roster. Brian Hill 
was signed to the practice 
squad Tuesday afternoon. He’s 
in his fifth year and has 198 
carries for 945 yards and three 
touchdowns.
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Brennen Schramm owns Medina season records for receptions and yards.

Guts. Glory. Schramm.
Medina receiver is breaking records with help from a pregame meal

Rick Noland
The Gazette

Forget the thousands of passes he 
caught from quarterback Drew Allar 
over the summer.

Scratch the 62 hours he spent 
driving with father Kevin to attend 

football camps at 
Penn State, Ohio 
State, Louisville, 
Youngstown State 
and Kent State.

Ignore the countless 
sprints and weightlift-
ing sessions.

The real reason 
junior wide receiver 

Brennen Schramm is having a 
record-setting season for the Medina 
football team is Jimmy John’s Italian 
Night Club sandwich.

Schramm can’t remember exactly 
when the ritual began, but he 
ordered what he simply refers to as 
“No. 9” off the menu one afternoon 
before a 2020 playoff game, put up 

good numbers later that night and 
has eaten the same pregame meal 
every week since.

“It just began one day last year,” 
Schramm said. “I want to eat what 
will make me feel good. I had Jimmy 
John’s and I played well that night, so 
I figured, ‘Let’s keep doing it.’”

No. 9 — salami, ham, lettuce, 
cheese, olive oil, mayo and capicola, 
but hold the tomato and onion, 
please — has been very good to 
Medina’s No. 4.

As the second-seeded Bees (12-0) 
prepare to play sixth-seeded St. Igna-

tius (8-4) in a Division I, Region 1 
semifinal Friday night at 7 at Bruns-
wick Auto Mart Stadium, Schramm 
has a school-record 70 catches for 
a school-record 1,193 yards and 14 
touchdowns, leaving him one shy 
of the program mark set last year by 
Luke Hensley.

“His offseason work ethic was 
great,” Allar said. “He was always 
with me throwing at the field. When 
he wasn’t with me, he was always tex-
ting me to come throw to him. He’s 
got great hands, he knows how to get 
open and he makes a lot of people 
miss after the catch.”

Schramm had 28 catches for 347 
yards as a sophomore, when Medina 
beat St. Edward and St. Ignatius to 
advance to the D-I, Region 1 final, 
but didn’t record a receiving touch-
down.

The 6-foot-1, 185-pounder had 21 
more catches through 3½ games this 
season, giving him 49 total, before 
finally reaching the end zone on a 
10-yard pass from Allar with 5:57 left 

in the third period against Stow.
“We razzed him a lot because a 

couple times he got tripped up or 
tackled just short,” Allar said. “When 
he scored that first touchdown, we 
were all super excited for him.”

No one was more excited than 
Schramm, who took a rare moment to 
enjoy an individual accomplishment.

“I have to say I did have a couple 
thoughts about that — when would 
be my first one, if I would even get 
one,” he said. “I was fine helping 
the team out, catching the ball, 
but a touchdown would have been 
nice. I’m glad it did come eventu-
ally.”  

The owner of 4.58-second speed 
in the 40-yard dash — he lettered in 
basketball as a sophomore and also 
runs on sprint relays for the track 
team — Schramm finished the Stow 
game with 13 receptions for 188 
yards, including another TD, this one 
a 41-yarder, in the fourth quarter.

See SCHRAMM, B3
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Browns guard Wyatt Teller blocks against the Cardinals in 2019.

BROWNS

Big buy, bigger contract
Standout guard Teller agrees to extension

Scott Petrak
The Gazette

Wyatt Teller won’t have to work when his play-
ing days are over after signing a four-year, $56.8 
million contract extension Tuesday, including 
$28 million guaranteed.

He has an interesting option 
if he wants to stay busy.

“All of my wife’s friends make a 
joke, ‘If you do not open up a pan-
cake house after football, you are 
crazy,’” Teller said on a Zoom call.

The 6-foot-4, 314-pound 
right guard with a mauler’s 
mentality has become a cult 
hero in Northeast Ohio for his demolition of 
defenders. He drives linebackers downfield and 
flattens defensive backs — like a pancake.

“Wyatt is a tenacious, physical football player,” 
coach Kevin Stefanski said in a news release.

Teller, who will turn 27 on Nov. 21, was set to 
become a free agent after the season, and the exten-
sion runs through 2025. Only Washington’s Bran-
don Scherff ($18 million on the franchise tag) and 
Kansas City’s Joe Thuney ($16 million) have higher 
average salaries at guard than Teller’s $14.2 million.

Teller said the negotiation was “slow until it was fast.”
“All of the sudden, it was happening at light 

speed,” he said. “It was definitely a blessing.
“I could not love my team more, I could not love 

my coaches and I could not love this city more.”
It helps that the city loves its linemen.
“The blue-collar mentality, we have a fan base 

that is paycheck to paycheck, yet they have season 
tickets,” he said. “That is how important it is to our 
fan base to be there to support us. Sometimes we 
do not make them too happy, but hopefully we can 
make them happy, keep them pleased and keep this 
city hungry once we get some success.”

Teller

See TELLER, B3

BROWNS

Chubb, 
Felton 
positive

See RBS, B3

Both vaccinated, 
could play Sunday

NEXT UP
WHO: 
Cleveland 
at New 
England
TIME: 
1 p.m. 
Sunday
WHERE: 
Gillette 
Stadium
TV/RADIO: 
WOIO 
TV-19; 
WKNR 850-
AM; WKRK 
92.3-FM; 
WNCX 
98.5-FM

Chubb

Schramm

NEXT UP
WHO: Medina (12-0) 
vs. St. Ignatius (8-4)
WHAT: Division I, 
Region 1 semifinal
WHEN: 7 p.m. Friday
WHERE: Brunswick 
Auto Mart Stadium
TV/RADIO: Spectrum 
News 1; OHSAA.tv; WEOL.com, 
Stream 3
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The awards are starting to pile 
up for Medina midfielders Kyler 
Cusick and Riley Kerber.

Cusick was named Greater 
Cleveland Conference Player of 
the Year for boys soccer, while 
Kerber nabbed GCC Player of 
the Year on the girls side.

It’s the second big award for 
Cusick, who also was named 
Greater Akron District Player of 
the Year.

Medina senior defenders 
Jacob Miller, Nick Vukovich and 
Jimmy Neate joined Cusick on 
the GCC first team, as did junior 
midfielder Nate Werthmuller 
and sophomore defensive mid-
fielder Cole Turchyn.

Brunswick landed senior 
defender Timmy Gronert, junior 
defender Josh Krecic, junior 
midfielder Ryan Horner and 
junior midfielder Josh Lord on 
the parent club.

Kerber had company on the 

first team in senior defenders 
Meghan Heath and Olivia Rudd, 
senior forward Rachel Smith, 
junior midfielder Kayla Per-
fect and junior forward Olivia 
Sipsock.

Brunswick was represented 
by senior defenders Bailey 
Brown and Camryn Dunn, 
sophomore midfielder Brooke 
Allen and freshman midfielder 
Fiona Buczak.

Medina’s Jason Rutkowski 
shared girls coach of the year 
honors with Strongsville’s Todd 
Church.

— Brad Bournival

All-GCC teams
BOYS

Player of the year — Kyler Cusick, Medina.
Coach of the year — Donovan Smith, Euclid.

First team
Brunswick — Timmy Gronert (sr.), Josh 

Krecic (jr.), Ryan Horner (jr.), Josh Lord (jr). Euclid 
— Colin Walsh (sr.), Ray Ford (so.), Medina — 
Jacob Miller (sr.), Nick Vukovich (sr.), Jimmy 
Neate (sr.), Kyler Cusick (sr.), Nate Werthmuller 
(sr.), Cole Turchyn (so.). Mentor — Elliot Miller 
(sr.), Connor Larick (so.), Cody Rastall (so.). Solon 
— Erik Messmer (sr.), Tyler Pollock (sr.), Ethan 
Smith (sr.), Jayden Sussman (sr.). Strongsville 
— Fergus DeLeon (sr.), Will Hryzsko (sr.), Thomas 
Redella (sr.), Petar Janjetovic (jr.).

Honorable mention
(Medina County only)

Brunswick — Derek Lung (sr.), Ryan Gruber 
(jr.). Medina — Breck Horton (sr.), Justin Swindell 
(sr.).

GIRLS
Player of the year — Riley Kerber, Medina.
Coaches of the year — Jason Rutkowski, 

Medina, Todd Church, Strongsville.
First team

Brunswick — Bailey Brown (sr.), Camryn 
Dunn (sr.), Brooke Allen (so.), Fiona Buczak (fr.). 
Euclid — Kiera Johnson (sr.), Joy Byous (jr.). 
Medina — Riley Kerber (sr.), Meghan Heath 
(sr.), Olivia Rudd (sr.), Rachel Smith (sr.), Kayla 
Perfect (jr.), Olivia Sipsock (jr.). Mentor — Alyssa 
Blackburn (sr.), Kiki Josipovic (sr.), Abby Piks 
(sr.). Solon — Sydney Carlton (sr.), Alyse Harris 
(sr.), Avani Pham (sr.), Jamie Simmerson (sr.). 
Strongsville — Libby Majka (sr.), Coley Sidloski 
(sr.), Kylie Jicha (jr.), Abby Kudla (so.), Macy 
Felton (so.).

Honorable mention
(Medina County only)

Brunswick — Lauryn Brucchieri (sr.), Becca 
Vejdovec (jr.). Medina — Belle Wagner (sr.), 
Lilly Ma (jr.).

Cusick Kerber

SOCCER: ALL-GREATER CLEVELAND CONFERENCE TEAMS
Cusick, Kerber players of year

FOOTBALL: ALL-METRO ATHLETIC CONFERENCE TEAMS
Seven Colts named to top team

Despite tying for fifth place, Cloverleaf’s 
football team matched champion Norton 
and runner-up Ravenna with seven first-team 
selections when the All-Metro Athletic Confer-
ence teams were released.

Kevin Bittaker (OL/LB, sr.), Cade Cass (RB/
DB, sr.), Luke Yuravak (OL/LB, sr.), Philip 
Hamilton (WR/CB, sr.), Emilio Rivera (RB, sr.), 
Yuri Himes (DL, jr.) and Blake Benko (QB, sr.) 
were the Colts’ honorees.

Second-team awards went to Tommy Price 
(OL/DL, jr.), James Nespeca (DL, jr.), Brandon 
Ridenour (OL/LB, sr.), Will Jerome (WR/S, jr.) 
and Griffin Petrocci (P, so.), while Caleb Goode 
(OL/DL, jr.) and Oakley Kemp (CB, jr.) were 
honorable mention.

All-MAC teams
Offensive Players of the Year — Maysun Klimak (Streetsboro), 

Eathan Cobbin (Ravenna)
Defensive Players of the Year — Reid Beddow (Norton), Christian 

Neff (Ravenna)
Coach of the Year — Kevin Pollock (Norton)

First team
Cloverleaf — Blake Benko (QB, sr.), Luke Yuravak (OL, sr.), Philip 

Hamilton (WR, sr.), Emilio Rivera (RB, sr.), Yuri Himes (DL, jr.), Kevin 
Bittaker (LB, sr.), Cade Cass (DB, sr.). Coventry — Brady Watson 
(RB, sr.), Rhett Evans (DL, jr.), Eric Hennon (LB, jr.). Field — Braxton 
Baumberger (LB, jr.). Norton — Reid Beddow (LB, sr.), Alex Swinehart 
(OL, sr.), Peyton Gardner (RB, sr.), Josh Hammerschmidt (DL, jr.), Daniel 
Hopkins (LB, jr.), Justin Osolin (DB, sr.), Alex Dixon (K, sr.). Ravenna 
— Eathan Cobbin (QB, sr.), Christian Neff (LB, sr.), Dylan Hamlin (OL, 
sr.), Philip Barton (RB, sr.), Dean Baker (DL, so.), Pavel Henderson 
(LB, jr.), M’Kell Williams (DB, jr.). Streetsboro — Maysun Klimak (QB, 
sr.), Keisean Johnson-Wilson (OL, sr.), Preston Hopperton (WR, so.), 
Hunter Hopperton (TE, sr.). Woodridge — Alistair Larson (OL, sr.), 
Kamari Mitchell (WR, sr.), Kevin King (DL, sr.), Evan Duve (LB, so.), Luke 
Radwany (DB, sr.), Christian Everly (P, sr.).

Second team
Cloverleaf — Tommy Price (OL, jr.), James Nespeca (DL, jr.), Brandon 

Ridenour (LB, sr.), Will Jerome (DB, jr.), Griffin Petrocci (P, so.). Coventry 
— Daeqqan Dudley (RB, sr.), Chris Wilcox (WR, jr.), Dalton Cooksey (LB, 
jr.). Field — Robert Atha (DL, jr.), Hunter Long (DB, sr.). Norton — Parker 
Acord (OL, sr.), Cooper Nipuelio (RB, jr.), Cole Newman (TE, sr.), Caleb 
Booher (DL, sr.), Luke Dobbins (LB, so.). Ravenna — Matt Castiglione 
(OL, sr.), Matt Mitchell (RB, sr.), Maykai O’Neal (WR, jr.), Thurman 
Treadwell (LB, jr.), Larenzo Slade (DB, sr.). Springfield — Tyler Osburn 
(WR, sr.). Streetsboro — Colin Swanson (OL, jr.), Alex Shaffer (DL, sr.), 
Jackson Gula (DB, fr.). Woodridge — Charlie Lambes (QB, so.), Dylan 
Feisthamel (OL, sr.), Artrell Wallace (WR, so.), Oliver Mayer (DL, jr.), Sam 
Mencer (LB, jr.), David Thompson (DB, sr.), Trey Yanock (K, sr.).

Honorable mention
Cloverleaf — Caleb Goode (DL, jr.), Oakley Kemp (DB, jr.). Coventry 

— Chase Rankin (QB, jr.), Austin Colbert (jr.). Field — Drexel McAmis 
(fr.), Ryan Hunt (jr.). Norton — Jacob Ford (so.), Billy Adair (jr.). Ravenna 
— Izaiah Boyle (sr.), Bobby Melzer (fr.). Springfield — Michael Fuller 
(sr.), Cameron Walder (sr.). Streetsboro — Colby Benjamin (jr.), Micah 

The 17-year-old hasn’t stopped 
catching TD passes since.

Over his last six games, 
Schramm has 34 receptions for 
660 yards (19.4-yard average) 
and 10 scores. In Medina’s first 
two playoff wins this year, he 
had 15 catches for 353 yards 
(23.5 average) and five TDs.

“Brennen doesn’t need all 
those targets to be happy,” Allar 
said. “It’s just worked out that 
way. He’s a win-first person. 
That shows his character and 
how he puts the team first.”

The second of Kevin and 
Sara Schramm’s four children 
— Sara refers to sons Brandon, 
Brennen and Braylon as 1-B, 
2-B and 3-B and says she wised 
up and named her fourth child, 
a girl, Miranda — is putting 
his name all over school and 
Medina County record books.

In addition to already own-
ing school marks for catches 
and receiving yards in a season, 
plus being within reach of the 
record for TD receptions in a 
season, 2-B needs two touch-
down catches to tie Mike Chase 
(16, 1996-98) for second in 
career receiving TDs at Medina. 
Hensley leads with 28.

With 1,193 yards receiving 
this season, Schramm sits third 
in county history, but Bruns-
wick’s Todd Chase (1,226, 1994) 
is within reach, as is the Blue 
Devils’ Jordan Gribble (1,579, 
2007) if the Bees keep advanc-
ing in the playoffs.

Schramm’s 14 TD catches 
this season are tied with Todd 
Chase (1994) for fifth in county 
history, behind Gribble (19, 
2007), Wadsworth’s Mitchell 
Blackburn (17, 2017) and Chris 
Brink (16, 1999) and Hensley’s 
15 last year.

With 1,540 career yards 
receiving and another season 
to play, Hensley’s school record 
(2,270, 2018-20) and the county 
mark set by Wadsworth’s Barret 
Labus (2,367, 2018-20) also are 
within reach.

Finally, with 98 career 
catches, Hensley’s school 
record (145) and Labus’ county 
mark (154) are viable targets 
as well.

Not bad for a kid who played 
quarterback until moving back 
to Medina prior to his sixth-
grade year. Due to Kevin’s job, 
the family left Medina when 
Schramm was 6, moved to 
Vermont for two years and 
then spent three years in North 
Carolina.

“I was more of a dual-threat 
quarterback,” Schramm said 
with a chuckle. “I didn’t throw 
the ball too much. I wasn’t Drew 
Allar, but it was kind of cool.”

Converted to wide receiver 
after returning to Medina, 
Schramm loves playing with 

Allar in Medina’s five-wide, 
pass-happy offense.

“It’s such a good feeling 
when you run a really good 
route and you know the ball is 
going to be placed right where 
you want it,” he said. “It’s very 
rare to see him have a bad day. 
He’s a great guy and a great 
quarterback. There is nothing I 
don’t like about him.”

The same holds true when 
it comes to his fellow receivers, 
who realize there will be oppor-
tunities for everyone.

“We’ve been really close 
and we’re always together,” 
Schramm said. “Everybody 
knows you might have a really 

good game one week and not 
the next, but everyone also has 
an opportunity to be the one 
each week.

“This is the closest team 
I’ve ever been with. Everybody 
knows everything about each 
other and everyone is friends. 
That helps us on the field, 
because our chemistry is so 
good.”

Just in case, though, 
Schramm will be making 
another trip to Jimmy John’s on 
Friday afternoon.

Contact Rick Noland at (330) 721-
4046 or rnoland@medina-gazette.
com. Follow him @RickNoland on 
Twitter.

SCHRAMM
From B1

Bees have great receiver depth 
Junior Brennen Schramm has developed into the Medina football 

team’s most productive wide receiver, but he’s far from the only weapon 
in a five-wide offense engineered by 6-foot-5, 230-pound quarterback, 
Penn State commit and Mr. Football candidate Drew Allar.

Here’s a look at the rest of the talented group:
Ben Butler (No. 9, 5-10, 175, sr.): Injured as a junior, 

the shifty and elusive Butler has emerged to make 37 
catches for 673 yards and seven touchdowns. His 
18.2-yard average per catch ranks second on the 
team.

Allar: “He’s played well inside the slot. He’s not afraid 
to run over the middle and take a hit.”

Schramm: “Ben is funny and a real hard worker. He’s 
always doing something, whether it’s working out, 
working at his job or making us all laugh.”

Jajuan Jackson (No. 2, 5-10, 180, sr.): The fastest 
player on the team, Jackson’s primary job is playing 
cornerback on defense, but he’s still made 31 catches 
for 643 yards and six scores. His 20.7-yard average per 
catch is tops on the team.

Allar: “Juan is the wild card because from week to 
week we don’t know how defenses are going to try to 
play him. He’s a threat from everywhere he’s at on the 
field.”

Schramm: “Juan is fast. Sometimes you think he’s 
not going to get to a ball and he still gets there. He’s one 
of the fastest kids I’ve ever seen.”

Michael Rodak (No. 6, 5-11, 180, sr.): Also 
Medina’s backup quarterback, Rodak is great at 
running underneath routes and picking up yards after 
the catch. He has 50 receptions for 635 yards (12.7 
average) and eight TDs.

Allar: “He’s just extremely consistent and he’s also 
super smart. He’s football savvy. He’s not the fastest 
guy on the field, but he gets open because he knows 
how to leverage defensive backs.”

Schramm: “Mike is another hard worker and very 
coachable. He always does what he’s supposed to do.”  

Drew Hensley (No. 1, 6-2, 190, sr.): Hensley is the 
biggest and strongest member of the group and a 
great downfield blocker. He has 41 catches for 525 
yards (12.8 average) and seven TDs.

Allar: “He is very unselfish. There were a couple 
games where he didn’t have that many targets, but he 
did a lot of dirty work. He’s probably the best blocker of 
the group and he’s physical. That’s one of the reasons 
our screen game works so well.”

Schramm: “Drew is really fast and quick for his size. 
He’s a little bigger of a receiver than the rest of us and 
he works really hard.” 

Reid Kelps (No. 11, 6-3, 175, sr.): Long and lean, 
Kelps has emerged as a solid starter with 23 receptions 
for 251 yards (10.9 average) and three scores. His 
deceivingly fast, long strides have allowed him to run 
past a number of defensive backs.

Allar: “Reid Kelps has come a long way. Just to see 
his confidence rise has been really cool. He gets better 
each week.”

Schramm: “Reid is one of the most athletic and 
coordinated kids I know, especially for how tall he is.” 

Matt Rudolph (No. 3, 5-9, 175, sr.): Rudolph is 
playing with a plate and eight screws in a surgically 
repaired broken ankle and made his first reception of 
the season in Week 9 vs. Lorain. He has five catches 
for 39 yards (7.8 average) and a score but had 31 
receptions for 318 yards (10.3 average) and a TD as a 
junior. 

Allar: “He has worked really hard to come back from 
his injury. He’s going to make an impact.”

Schramm: “Matt is persistent and he’s just a great kid 
overall. We saw all the hard work he put in to get better. 
To finally see him on the field makes you feel good.”

— Rick Noland

Butler

BROWNS 
Teller deal is good for run game

Before the season there 
was discussion of 
whether the Browns 

offense would evolve into more 
of a passing attack in Year 2 
under coach and play caller 
Kevin Stefanski.

Passing is king in today’s NFL, 
and Stefanski had a normal off-
season to expand the playbook 
after the pandemic changed 
everything his first season.

Those questions have been 
answered.

With an emphatic no.
The Browns’ identity is the 

run game, and there’s no room 
for debate.

The four-year, $56.8 million 
extension, including $28 mil-
lion guaranteed, signed right 
guard Wyatt Teller was the final 
piece of evidence. The jury can 
stop deliberating.

Teller went from obscure 
lineman not guaranteed a start-
ing job to cult hero in 2020. He 
destroyed defenders at every 
level in the run game, using 
his speed and power to clear 
huge holes for Nick Chubb and 
Kareem Hunt.

The blocks weren’t ordinary 
pancakes. They were loaded 
with chocolate chips, strawber-
ries, syrup and whipped cream.

Cleveland’s love of the 
ground attack lifted Teller’s 
profile, and Pro Football Focus 
turned him into a mythical fig-
ure by grading him as the best 
guard in the NFL and No. 18 
overall. His pass-blocking grade 
was average, but the site gave 
extra weight to his dominance 
in the run game.

Despite his emergence, the 
Browns seemed unlikely to sign 
him to a contract extension. 
They had invested premium 
resources in the other four 
starting linemen, the salary cap 
isn’t infinite and a line should 
be able to succeed with four 
studs and an average Joe at 
right guard.

When potential extensions 

were discussed in the media 
throughout the offseason, 
quarterback Baker Mayfield, 
Chubb and cornerback Denzel 
Ward took priority over Teller. 
I believe chief strategy officer 
Paul DePodesta and general 
manager Andrew Berry felt the 
same way.

Then the first nine games of 
2021 happened.

Stefanski doubled down 
on his commitment to the 
run — perhaps in part due 
to Mayfield’s left shoulder 
injury — and Teller continued 
to dominate. His block on 
Chubb’s 70-yard touchdown 
run Sunday in the 41-16 win 
over the Bengals has deservedly 
received a lot of attention on 
social media. Teller pulls to the 
left, engages safety Jessie Bates 
III and flattens him by flying 
through the air.

“I think I got more lucky 
on that play.  I almost tackled 
him,” Teller said.

Assistant line coach Scott 
Peters messaged him a take-
down from mixed martial arts.

“‘Look, it is not holding. You 
are just using force against 
force,’” Teller said, relaying the 
message. “He made me feel 
better about it. I am lucky I did 
not get the rag (penalty flag). It 
was definitely a good block.

“Nick saw that hole and he 
took it. I just made it a little bit 
bigger.”

Those types of blocks are 
awesome to witness. More 
importantly, Teller is consis-
tently good in the run game 
and improved in pass protec-
tion. His ability to run powers, 

pulls and screens fits perfectly 
with who the Browns are and 
what they do.

They have run on 51% of 
their snaps this year — 273 
rushes to 261 passes. The runs 
include quarterback scrambles, 
but they rank 30th in the league 
in passing play percentage 
(51.2) and pass attempts (29 a 
game).

They led the league in rush-
ing until this week, slipping to 
second (160.2 yards a game) 
behind Baltimore’s 161.6 that 
relies heavily on quarterback 
Lamar Jackson. The Browns 
rank first with 5.3 yards a carry 
and 16 rushing touchdowns.

“Wyatt is a tone-setter for 
our team and brings a physi-
cality that helps establish the 
brand of football we want to 
play,” Stefanski said.

The long-term commitment 
to the run is the only way 
to justify devoting so many 
resources to the line as well as 
the backfield.

Right tackle Jack Conklin 
($14 million a year), left guard 
Joel Bitonio (8.53 million) and 
center J.C. Tretter (10.85 mil-
lion) are signed through 2022. 
Left tackle Jedrick Wills Jr. was 
the No. 10 pick in 2020.

Chubb signed a three-year, 
$36.6 million extension in the 
preseason that runs through 
2024. Hunt signed a two-year, 
$12 million extension through 
2022.

“When you can lock down 
some guys for four or five years 
together, that is special,” Teller 
said. “Each year you are gain-
ing so much continuity and so 
much experience together that 
each year it gets better and bet-
ter and better.”

The commitment to the run 
game isn’t going anywhere. 
Neither is Teller.

Contact Scott Petrak at (440) 
329-7253 or spetrak@chroniclet.
com. Like him on Facebook and 
follow him @scottpetrak on Twitter.

Kareem Hunt, normally the 
No. 2 back, is eligible to come 
off injured reserve this week 
after missing three games with 
a calf injury, but after he got 
hurt Oct. 17 coach Kevin Ste-
fanski said he was expected to 
miss a “ballpark” of four-to-six 
weeks.

Chubb, a Pro Bowler the last 
two years, rushed 14 times for 
137 yards and two touchdowns 
Sunday. He’s third in the NFL 
with 721 rushing yards and 
tied for second with a 6.0 aver-
age, adding six rushing touch-
downs.

Felton, a sixth-round pick 
out of UCLA, played six snaps 
on offense Sunday and 18 on 
special teams. Kelly played 15 
snaps on special teams.

Felton is the punt returner, 
averaging 8.4 yards on 26 
returns. He’s played mostly in 
the slot on offense, catching 
13 passes for 147 yards and a 
touchdown. He has three car-
ries for 16 yards.

The Browns aren’t strangers 
to adversity, including those 
stemming from COVID issues. 
They were without their top 
four receivers last year for a 
loss to the Jets due to contact 

tracing, and Stefanski missed 
the playoff-opening win at 
Pittsburgh after testing posi-
tive.

“I remember one game, we 
had like 15 dudes in a hot tub 
that you’re only supposed to 
have about five and we got 
in trouble and they all had to 
sit out a game and we had no 
wide receivers,” Teller said. “I 
feel like if you follow the rules, 
you do the right things, it gives 
you the best opportunity to get 
back. That’s not how it always 
works. There’s times where this 
happens or that happens, but 
it’s happening to everybody.

“To say poor me or poor this 

or poor that, it’s not the best 
mindset. It’s hey, how are we 
going to handle this situation 
and to handle in stride? I think 
that’s how Coach Stefanski is, 
and I’m thankful for that.”

The Browns also signed 
receiver Ja’Marcus Bradley 
and defensive tackle Sheldon 
Day from the practice squad to 
the active roster, signed safety 
Nate Meadors and receiver 
Isaiah Zuber to the practice 
squad and released corner-
back Tim Harris from the prac-
tice squad.

Contact Scott Petrak at (440) 329-7253 
or spetrak@chroniclet.com. 
Like him on Facebook and follow him 
@scottpetrak on Twitter.

RBS
From B1

Teller took a circuitous route 
to guard stardom.

He began his career at Vir-
ginia Tech as a defensive line-
man, moved to offense as a 
freshman because of a rash of 
injuries and expected to move 
back. The return didn’t happen 
and he became a fifth-round 
pick of the Bills in 2018. They 
gave up on him quickly, and 
then-Browns general manager 
John Dorsey traded for him at 
the end of the 2019 preseason.

Teller started the final nine 
games of 2019, then the team, 
under new management and 
with a new line coach in vet-
eran Bill Callahan, added 
competition and Teller had to 
fight to keep his starting spot 
in 2020. He quickly became 
an indispensable piece of 
one of the league’s best rush-
ing attacks and will be paid 
accordingly.

“Wyatt Teller’s NFL journey 
is a remarkable story of resil-
iency and work ethic,” general 
manager Andrew Berry said. 
“He completely changed his 
body composition, competed 

daily to earn his starting job 
and developed a ceaseless 
desire to learn from the best 
OL coach in our sport. To see 
Wyatt turn himself into one of 
the top guards in the game has 
been an enormous pleasure.”

Teller quickly established 
himself as a force in the wide 
zone run scheme of Stefanski 
and Callahan, consistently 
dominating defenders as Nick 
Chubb and Kareem Hunt 
became the league’s top run-
ning back tandem.

Teller picked up where 
he left off this year, and the 
Browns rank second in the 

NFL with 160.2 rushing yards 
a game and first with a 5.3 
average and 16 rushing touch-
downs.

Pro Football Focus grades 
him second at guard (89.8) 
behind Dallas’ Zack Martin 
(93.9). Browns left guard Joel 
Bitonio is third (88.7). Teller 
ranked first last year at 92.3.

“I am thankful that the fans 
of Cleveland, offensive line-
men are loved and they are 
glorified here,” Teller said. 
“That is just a special city.”

Contact Scott Petrak at (440) 329-7253 
or spetrak@chroniclet.com. 
Like him on Facebook and follow him 
@scottpetrak on Twitter.

TELLER
From B1
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Beckham clears waivers
Receiver Odell Beckham Jr., for the first time in his eight-year 

career, is a free agent.
He cleared waivers Tuesday afternoon, as no team claimed him 

and what would’ve been a $7.25 million salary for the final nine 
weeks of the season. He was officially released by the Browns on 
Monday.

Jordan Schultz reported Beckham had prioritized the Packers 
as his top choice, then updated that he had also talked with the 
Patriots, Chiefs and Saints. USA Today previously reported the 
Seahawks had strong interest.

The Browns play at New England on Sunday and at Green Bay on 
Christmas.

NFL Network’s Jim Jones tweeted Beckham would sleep on the 
decision, which could come Wednesday. He was drafted by the 
Giants in 2014, signed an extension and then was traded to the 
Browns in 2019.

The Browns saved $3 million Tuesday.

— Scott Petrak

Scott Petrak

AP

Browns running back Nick Chubb scores a touchdown 
against the Bengals.
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