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	 CELINA	 —	 Mercer	 County	
commissioners	 on	 Tuesday	
took	the	first	of	two	steps	nec-
essary	 to	 put	 a	 new	 five-year,	
0.55-mill	county	health	district	
operating	 levy	 on	 the	 May	 3	
primary	election	ballot.

	 Commissioners	 Jerry	 Laf-
fin,	 Greg	 Homan	 and	 Rick	
Muhlenkamp	 unanimously	
approved	 a	 resolution	 declar-
ing	 the	 necessity	 of	 levying	
a	 tax	 and	 requesting	 county	
auditor	Randy	Grapner	to	cer-
tify	 the	 total	 tax	 valuation	 of	
the	county	and	dollar	amount	
of	revenue	that	would	be	gen-

erated	by	the	new	levy.
	 The	 next	 step	 would	 be	 to	
submit	 the	 levy	 to	 the	 county	
board	 of	 elections,	 said	 Kim	
Everman,	 the	 commissioners’	
office	administrator.
	 Prior	 to	voting	on	the	reso-
lution,	 commissioners	 briefly	
discussed	the	levy.
	 “It	 looks	 like	 we’re	 some-

what	limited	on	choices	here,”	
Muhlenkamp	said.
	 Laffin	 agreed	 with	 that	
assessment.
	 As	 a	 special	 taxing	 author-
ity	of	 the	health	district,	com-
missioners	must	pass	a	resolu-
tion	 for	 a	 tax	 levy	 to	 proceed	
to	 the	 ballot,	 county	 assistant	
prosecutor	 Amy	 Ikerd	 had	

said.	 However,	 based	 on	 Ohio	
Revised	 Code,	 commissioners	
don’t	 have	 many	 options	 and	
are	 more	 or	 less	 obligated	 to	
sign	 off	 on	 such	 a	 resolution,	
Ikerd	had	said.											
	 Laffin	 last	 week	 had	 noted	
such	a	 tax	levy	might	come	at	

Commissioners agree to health district levy

Attempt 
to cancel 
council 
canceled
Board rejects recall

By WILLIAM KINCAID
wkincaid@dailystandard.com

	 CELINA	 —	 Mercer	 County	
Board	 of	 Elections	 members	
on	 Tuesday	 struck	 down	 an	
effort	 to	 recall	 four	 Celina	
City	Council	members	who	last	
month	 voted	 against	 legisla-
tion	that	would	have	outlawed	
abortion	in	Celina.
	 Adhering	 to	 the	 opinion	
of	 county	 assistant	 prosector	
Andy	Hinders,	board	members	
unanimously	 moved	 to	 reject	
petitions	 and	 deny	 access	 to	
the	 ballot	 a	 recall	 of	 council	
members	 June	 Scott,	 Mike	
Sovinski,	 Myron	 Buxton	 and	
Eric	Lochtefeld.
	 The	petition	filers	were	Ken	
Lange,	Tom	Sanford	and	Sarah	
Bellman,	 according	 to	 board	
of	 elections	 director	 Kristi	
Rable.	A	separate	petition	for	
removal	through	a	recall	elec-
tion	was	filed	for	each	council	
member.
	 Hinders	in	a	letter	to	board	
of	 elections	 chairman	 Craig	
Klopfleisch	 based	 his	 opinion	
in	part	on	Ohio	Supreme	Court	
decision	 State	 ex	 rel.	 Lock-
hart	 v.	 Boberek	 which	 deter-
mined	 how	 a	 recall	 petition	
filed	under	Ohio	Revised	Code	
section	705.92	—	referenced	in	
each	 of	 the	 four	 petitions	 —	
should	be	reviewed.
	 The	 Supreme	 Court	 con-
cluded	 that	 the	 ORC	 section’s	
provisions	 go	 into	 effect	 only	
if	 they	 have	 been	 adopted	 by	
the	 voters	 of	 a	 municipal	 cor-
poration	as	part	of	a	home-rule	
charter,	Hinders	indicated.
	 In	 the	 absence	 of	 a	 city	
charter	that	authorizes	the	use	
of	 recall	 regarding	 municipal	
officers,	 the	 four	 petitions	 for	
recall	 of	 the	 city	 councilors	
should	be	rejected	and	denied	
access	 to	 the	 ballot,	 Hinders	
wrote	in	the	letter.
	 No	 Ohio	 Revised	 Code	
section,	 state	 statute	 or	 city	
of	 Celina	 ordinance	 or	 rule	
exists	providing	 for	 the	recall	
of	 Celina	 elected	 officials,	
board	 members	 agreed.	 Cit-

People stand in a line spanning several blocks for COVID-19 
testing Tuesday at a curative testing kiosk outside an elemen-
tary school in northwest Washington.

Associated Press

U .S . plans 500M free COVID tests
	 WASHINGTON	(AP)	—	With	
the	 omicron	 variant	 on	 the	
march,	 President	 Joe	 Biden	
plans	to	announce	500	million	
free	rapid	tests	for	Americans,	
increased	 support	 for	 hospi-
tals	under	strain	and	a	redou-
bling	of	vaccination	and	boost-
ing	efforts.
	 In	 a	 speech	 scheduled	 for	
Tuesday	 afternoon,	 Biden	 is	
announcing	major	changes	 to	
his	COVID-19	winter	plan,	his	
hand	forced	by	the	arrival	and	
rapid	 spread	 of	 the	 omicron	
variant,	whose	properties	are	
yet	 not	 fully	 understood	 by	
scientists.
	 The	world	is	confronting	the	
prospect	 of	 a	 second	 straight	
holiday	season	with	COVID-19	
as	 families	and	 friends	begin	
to	 gather.	 Scientists	 don’t	 yet	
know	whether	omicron	causes	
more	 serious	 disease,	 but	

they	 do	 know	 that	 vaccina-
tion	 should	 offer	 strong	 pro-
tections	against	severe	illness	
and	 death.	 The	 White	 House	
provided	 details	 on	 the	 pro-
posals	Biden	will	announce	in	
his	speech.
	 A	 cornerstone	 of	 the	 plan	
is	Biden’s	decision	for	the	gov-
ernment	 to	purchase	500	mil-
lion	 coronavirus	 rapid	 tests	
and	ship	 them	free	 to	Ameri-
cans	starting	in	January.	Peo-
ple	will	use	a	new	website	 to	
order	 their	 tests,	 which	 will	
then	 be	 sent	 to	 them	 by	 U.S.	
mail.	That	marks	a	major	shift	
for	Biden,	whose	earlier	plan	
had	 called	 for	 many	 Ameri-
cans	to	purchase	the	hard-to-
find	 tests	 on	 their	 own	 and	
then	 seek	 reimbursement	
from	their	health	insurance.
	 Public	 health	 experts	
had	 criticized	 Biden’s	 initial	

approach	 as	 unwieldy	 and	
warned	 that	 the	 U.S.	 would	
face	 another	 round	 of	 prob-
lems	with	testing	at	a	critical	
time.	 They	 pointed	 to	 other	
advanced	 countries	 such	 as	
the	 United	 Kingdom,	 where	
the	 government	 ensures	
access	 to	 testing.	 In	 the	 U.S.,	
rapid	tests	for	at-home	use	are	
much	more	expensive	than	in	
Europe,	and	they	have	proved	
to	be	frustratingly	hard	to	find	
in	stores.
	 The	 federal	 government	
will	 also	 establish	 new	 test-
ing	sites	and	use	the	Defense	
Production	Act	to	help	manu-
facture	more	tests.
	 To	assist	hospitals	buckling	
under	the	new	COVID-19	wave,	
Biden	is	prepared	to	deploy	an	
additional	 1,000	 troops	 with	

Paige Sutter photos/The Daily Standard

Little gifts that  
keep on giving

 Top, Tyson Ogilvie smiles
and displays his present on

“You Are a Gift” day at Little 
Flower Learning Center in

Celina Tuesday morning.

 Above, Keahyn Davies, wears a 
bow in the middle of his

forehead and smiles.

 Right, C.J. Pickering and Keaton 
Ganser investigate their new “toy” 

at Little Flower Learning Center. 
Many photos of the floor, the ceiling 

and their classmate, Keahyn Davies, 
were shown to their teachers.

See LEVY, page 7

See COUNCIL, page 7

See COVID, page 7

Parkway boys beat Celina, 47-33. Page 12
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	 Today	and	tonight	will	
be	 partly	 cloudy	 with	 a	
high	 temperature	 of	 34	
degrees,	 local	 weather-
man	Dennis	Howick	said.	
Tonight’s	 low	 will	 be	 23.	
Thursday	 will	 be	 mostly	
cloudy	with	a	high	of	30.

HOWICK’S REPORT
Tuesday’s	low..................28	
Tuesday’s	high................42
Tuesday	at	5	p.m............37	

	 Extended	 forecast:	
Friday,	 mostly	 cloudy	
with	 showers,	 32-51;	
Saturday-Monday,	 part-
ly	 cloudy	 with	 isolated	
showers,	40-48,	32-42	and	
35-45,	respectively;	Tues-
day,	 mostly	 cloudy	 with	
showers,	32-42.

Partly cloudy, 
high of 34
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a	 bad	 time	 as	 commis-
sioners	 likely	 will	 seek	
to	 renew	 a	 0.5%	 sales	
tax	levy	for	the	jail	next	
year.	 The	 15-year	 sales	
tax	 levy	 for	 construc-
tion	and	operation	of	the	
county	jail	expires	at	the	
end	of	2022,	Laffin	said.	
Commissioners	may	seek	
a	renewal	to	fund	opera-
tions,	 maintenance	 and	
capital	 improvements	at	
the	jail.											
	 Asked	if	the	placement	
of	the	health	district	levy	
on	 the	 primary	 elec-

tion	ballot	would	impact	
potential	plans	to	pursue	
a	sales	 tax	 levy	renewal	
for	the	jail,	Muhlenkamp	
replied	 commissioners	
are	 still	 in	 the	 “discus-
sion	phase.”
	 Mercer	County	Health	
District	Board	of	Health	
members	 at	 their	 meet-
ing	 last	 week	 approved	
a	 resolution	 declaring	
the	 necessity	 of	 a	 five-
year,	 0.55-mill	 operat-
ing	 levy	 for	 the	 health	
district.	 Health	 com-
missioner	 Jason	 Mench-
hofer	 had	 said	 the	 levy	
would	 bring	 in	 approxi-
mately	$652,849	per	year	
if	 passed	 by	 county	 vot-
ers.	The	levy	would	cost	

the	 owner	 of	 a	 $100,000	
home	 $19.25	 per	 year,	
according	 to	 the	 Mer-
cer	County	auditor’s	tax	
estimator.
	 Menchhofer	 had	 said	
the	proposed	health	dis-
trict	tax	levy	would	fund	
expenses	 such	 as	 main-
taining	 public	 health	
services;	office	rent,	util-
ities	 and	 renovations;	
lost	 revenue	 replace-
ment;	 cost	 of	 living	 pay	
increases;	 a	 new	 health	
educator	 position;	 and	
workforce	 support	 and	
development.
	 Officials	 had	 ini-
tially	 proposed	 either	
a	 five-year,	 0.5-mill	 levy	
or	 a	 five-year,	 0.25-mill	

levy.	 Menchhofer	 last	
week	 said	 the	 levy	 was	
increased	 to	 0.55	 mills	
because	 a	 0.5-mill	 levy	
would	bring	in	consider-
ably	 less	 than	 what	 the	
district	will	need.
	 Another	 reason	 to	
pursue	 the	 health	 dis-
trict	 levy	 would	 be	 to	
relieve	the	political	sub-
divisions	 in	 the	 county	
of	the	budgetary	burden	
of	 their	 contributions	
to	 the	 health	 district,	
Menchhofer	had	said.	
	 After	 seeking	 feed-
back	 from	 political	 sub-
division	officials,	Mench-
hofer	 said	 the	 majority	
seemed	to	be	in	favor	of	
the	0.55-mill	levy.

	 The	 health	 district	
office	 is	 located	 in	 the	
Central	 Services	 Build-
ing	 in	 Celina.	 However,	
the	 district	 soon	 will	
need	 to	 find	 another	
office	 space	 after	 occu-
pying	 the	 current	 one	
rent-free	 for	 more	 than	
20	years.
	 Menchhofer	 had	 said	
county	 commissioners	
plan	to	use	the	space	the	
health	district	currently	
occupies	to	house	anoth-
er	county	agency	as	part	
of	 the	 reorganization	
that	 is	 expected	 to	 hap-
pen	once	the	agriculture	
center	 is	 finished	 at	 the	
old	Cheryl	Ann	building	
on	Mud	Pike.

(From front page)

Levy

ing	the	lack	of	any	legal	
basis	or	authority	under	
law	 authorizing	 the	 use	
of	 recall	 of	 municipal	
officers,	 board	 mem-
bers	 voted	 to	 reject	 the	
petitions.
	 Petitioners	 could	
appeal	 the	board’s	deci-
sion	 through	 the	 county	
common	 pleas	 court,	
Hinders	said.
	 “Now	 I	 strongly	 sus-
pect	 that	 my	 opinion	 at	
that	point	would	become	
a	judgement	of	the	court	
but	 it	 remains	 my	 opin-
ion	until	that	time,”	Hin-
ders	said.
	 The	 petitions	 were	
filed	 shortly	 after	 coun-
cil	 members	 voted	 4-3	
against	 legislation	 that	
would	have	made	Celina	
a	 sanctuary	 city	 for	 the	
unborn	 and	 effectively	
outlawed	 abortion	 in	
the	 city.	 Scott,	 Sovinski,		

Buxton	 and	 	 Lochtefeld	
all	voted	against	it.	
	 	 “The	 effect	 of	
this	 decision	 is	 that	 for	
recall	to	be	available	as	
an	option	the	electors	of	
the	 city	 of	 Celina	 must	
have	approved	a	charter	
which	 contains	 a	 provi-
sion	authorizing	recall,”	
Hinders	 wrote	 in	 his	
opinion	letter.	“If	not	the	
petitions	have	no	author-
ity	 under	 the	 munici-
pal	 laws	 of	 the	 city	 of	
Celina.”
	 Each	Ohio	municipal-
ity,	 Hinders	 continued,	
is	 permitted	 the	 option	
to	establish	its	own	foun-
dation	document	similar	
to	 a	 constitution.	 Citing	
the	 Ohio	 Constitution	 of	
1853,	Article	18,	Hinders	
noted	 once	 a	 charter	 is	
framed,	it	“shall	be	sub-
mitted	to	the	electors	of	
the	 municipality	 at	 an	
election	 to	 be	 held	 at	 a	
time	fixed	by	the	charter	
commission	 and	 within	
one	 year	 for	 the	 date	 of	
its	election.”

	 There	 is	 no	 evidence	
to	 suggest	 Celina	 has	 a	
charter,	 though	 board	
of	 elections	 documents	
show	 there	 was	 an	
attempt	 to	 form	 a	 char-
ter	 for	 Celina	 that	 was	
rejected	by	a	vote	of	976	
to	 854	 in	 a	 May	 5,	 1970,	
primary	election.
	 “There	was	an	attempt	
back	in	’70	to	charter	the	
city	 of	 Celina	 and	 that	
might	 have	 created	 a	
recall	 option,”	 Hinders	
said	 at	 Tuesday’s	 board	
of	elections	meeting.
	 No	 copy	 of	 the	 pro-
posed	 charter,	 how-
ever,	 was	 found	 among	
the	 board	 of	 elections’	
records,	Hinders	said.
	 “Since	 all	 documents	
refer	to	‘a	charter,’	rath-
er	 than	 a	 charter	 revi-
sion	or	modification,	the	
conclusion	 is	 that	 this	
was	the	initial	attempt	at	
providing	 a	 charter	 for	
Celina,”	 Hinders	 wrote	
in	the	letter.
	 Moreover,	Celina	May-
or	 Jeff	 Hazel	 stated	 no	

charter	 for	 the	 city	 can	
be	found,	Hinders	wrote.
	 Hinders	 also	 refer-
enced	 a	 section	 of	 the	
Ohio	Secretary	of	State’s	
elections	 official	 man-
ual	 that	 states	 the	 use	
of	 recall	 is	 significantly	
limited,	 available	 only	
in	a	municipality	whose	
voters	 have	 adopted	
both	 a	 form	 of	 limited	
home	 rule	 —	 a	 charter	
or	 one	 of	 the	 plans	 of	
government	 outlined	
in	 ORC	 chapter	 705	 	 —	
and	 the	 recall	 process	
as	 part	 of	 that	 home	
government.
	 A	 review	 of	 each	 of	
those	 plans	 of	 govern-
ment	—	commission	plan,	
city	 manager	 plan	 and	
federal	 plan	 —	 “quickly	
eliminated	 them	 as	 the	
particular	 plan	 for	 the	
City	 of	 Celina,”	 Hinders	
wrote.
	 “Recall	 is	 not	 avail-
able	in	a	statutory	munic-
ipality	 or	 in	 a	 limited	
home	 rule	 municipality	
that	has	not	adopted	the	

recall	 process,”	 Hin-
ders	 wrote.	 “Addition-
ally,	 recall	 is	 not	 avail-
able	 for	 state,	 township	
or	district	offices,	or	 for	
county	offices,	except	 in	
a	county	that	has	adopt-
ed	 a	 limited	 home	 rule	
charter	 that	 specifically	
provides	for	the	recall.”
	 Stated	 grounds	 for	
removal	of	council	mem-
bers,	 per	 the	 petition	
language,	 were	 “dis-
regarding	 the	 stated	
will	 of	 the	 majority	 of	
the	residents	of	the	City	
of	 Celina;	 sending	 the	
wrong	 message	 to	 the	
born	 children	 in	 Celina	
regarding	 the	 value	 of	
human	life	and	the	wor-
thiness	of	the	protection	
of	 life;	 putting	 unborn	
children	at	risk	of	being	
murdered	 within	 the	
city	 limits;	 and	 putting	
businesses	 at	 risk	 of	
having	an	abortion	facil-
ity	 located	 next	 door	 to	
their	place	of	business.”

(From front page)

Council

medical	skills	as	well	as	
direct	 federal	 medical	
personnel	 to	 Michigan,	
Indiana,	Wisconsin,	Ari-
zona,	 New	 Hampshire	
and	 Vermont.	 There	
are	 also	 plans	 to	 send	
out	 additional	 venti-
lators	 and	 equipment	
from	 the	 national	 stock-
pile,	 expanding	 hospi-
tal	 capacity	 to	 handle	
infected	patients.
	 The	 government	 will	
also	 stand	 up	 multiple	
vaccination	 sites	 and	
provide	 hundreds	 of	
personnel	 to	 adminis-
ter	shots.	New	rules	will	
make	it	easier	for	phar-
macists	 to	 work	 across	
state	 lines	 to	 aid	 the	
public	health	efforts.
	 Scientists	 stress	 that	
vaccination	 is	 still	 the	
best	 approach	 to	 keep	
Americans	 safe	 from	
omicron.	For	 those	who	
are	 already	 fully	 vacci-
nated,	a	booster	shot	has	
been	shown	in	lab	tests	
to	 provide	 strong	 pro-
tection	against	the	vari-
ant.	 Although	 reports	
of	 breakthrough	 cases	
abound,	 data	 show	 that	
vaccinated	 people	 who	
become	 infected	 are	
much	 less	 likely	 to	 suf-
fer	serious	disease	lead-
ing	 to	 hospitalization	
or	 death.	 To	 the	 unvac-
cinated,	 Biden	 plans	 to	
deliver	 a	 stern	 admoni-
tion	that	they’re	risking	
their	lives	and	the	lives	
of	their	loved	ones.
	 In	 a	 preview	 of	
Biden’s	 speech,	 White	
House	 press	 secretary	

Jen	 Psaki	 said	 at	 Mon-
day’s	press	briefing	that	
the	 Democratic	 presi-
dent	 doesn’t	 plan	 to	
impose	 any	 lockdowns	
and	 will	 instead	 be	
encouraging	 people	 to	
get	 inoculated	 —	 and,	
if	they’re	eligible,	to	get	
their	booster	shot.
	 “This	is	not	a	speech	
about	 locking	 the	 coun-
try	 down.	 This	 is	 a	
speech	 about	 the	 bene-
fits	of	being	vaccinated,”	
Psaki	told	reporters.
	 Biden’s	 top	 medical	
adviser,	 Dr.	 Anthony	
Fauci,	 said	 over	 the	
weekend	that	Biden	will	
issue	 “a	 stark	 warning	
of	 what	 the	 winter	 will	
look	 like”	 for	 unvacci-
nated	Americans.
	 Biden	 has	 found	
himself	 in	 the	 delicate	
position	 of	 both	 alert-

ing	 the	 country	 to	 the	
dangers	 posed	 by	 omi-
cron	 and	 reassuring	
Americans	that	the	vac-
cines	will	protect	 them.	
White	 House	 officials	
are	 looking	 to	 ease	 the	
nation	 back	 toward	
accepting	 the	 reality	 of	
an	 endemic	 virus	 with	
far	 lower	 stakes	 for	 the	
vaccinated.	 This	 has	
meant	setting	a	difficult	
balance	 as	 cases	 rise	
and	 as	 deaths	 and	 seri-
ous	 illness	 among	 the	
unvaccinated	 dominate	
headlines.
	 Underscoring	 how	
widespread	 the	 virus	
is,	the	White	House	said	
late	 Monday	 that	 Biden	
had	 been	 in	 close	 con-
tact	with	a	staff	member	
who	later	tested	positive	
for	COVID-19.	The	staff-
er	 spent	 about	 30	 min-

utes	 around	 the	 presi-
dent	 on	 Air	 Force	 One	
on	Friday	on	a	trip	from	
Orange,	South	Carolina,	
to	 Philadelphia.	 The	
staffer,	 who	 was	 fully	
vaccinated	and	boosted,	
tested	 positive	 earlier	
Monday,	Psaki	said.
	 Psaki	 said	 Biden	 has	
tested	 negative	 twice	
since	 Sunday	 and	 will	
test	 again	 on	 Wednes-
day.	 Citing	 guidance	
from	 the	 Centers	 for	
Disease	 Control	 and	
Prevention,	 Psaki	 said	
Biden	 didn’t	 need	 to	
quarantine	 and	 would	
continue	 with	 his	 regu-
lar	schedule.
	 There	 are	 40	 million	
eligible	 but	 unvacci-
nated	 American	 adults.	
Efforts	 to	 increase	 vac-
cination	 rates	 have	
struggled	 to	 overcome	

a	 series	 of	
political,	
social	 and	
cultural	
divides.	
Psaki	 said	
the	 presi-
dent	 plans	
to	 appeal	
to	 survival	

instincts.
	 “Our	 health	 experts	
assess	 that	 you	 are	 14	
times	more	likely	to	die	
of	COVID	if	you	have	not	
been	 vaccinated	 versus	
vaccinated,”	 she	 said	
Monday.
	 Scientists	 say	 omi-
cron	spreads	even	easier	
than	 other	 coronavirus	
strains,	 including	 delta.	
It	 has	 already	 become	
the	 dominant	 strain	 in	
the	 U.S.,	 accounting	 for	
nearly	three-quarters	of	
new	infections	last	week.
	 Early	 studies	 suggest	
the	vaccinated	will	need	
a	 booster	 shot	 for	 the	
best	 chance	 at	 prevent-
ing	an	omicron	infection	
but	that	even	without	the	
extra	 dose,	 vaccination	
should	 still	 largely	 pro-
tect	people	from	serious	
sickness	or	death.
	 In	 New	 York	 City,	
nearly	 42,600	 people	
citywide	 tested	 posi-
tive	 from	 Wednesday	
through	 Saturday	 —	
compared	 with	 fewer	
than	35,800	in	the	entire	
month	 of	 November.	
The	 city	 has	 never	 had	
so	 many	 people	 test	
positive	 in	such	a	short	
period	 of	 time	 since	
testing	 became	 widely	
available;	 there’s	 no	
clear	 picture	 of	 how	
many	 people	 got	 the	
virus	 during	 the	 city’s	

first	surge	in	the	spring	
of	2020.
	 The	 latest	 outbreak	
reflects	 the	 global	 chal-
lenges	 of	 stopping	 the	
coronavirus	pandemic.
	 The	 Dutch	 govern-
ment	 began	 a	 tough	
nationwide	lockdown	on	
Sunday	to	rein	in	sharp-
ly	 rising	 infections,	 but	
many	 European	 leaders	
have	 opted	 for	 some-
thing	less.	British	Prime	
Minister	 Boris	 Johnson	
said	officials	have	decid-
ed	against	imposing	fur-
ther	restrictions,	at	least	
for	now.	
	 France	 and	 Germany	
have	barred	most	British	
travelers	 from	 entering,	
and	 the	 government	 in	
Paris	has	banned	public	
concerts	 and	 fireworks	
displays	 at	 New	 Year’s	
celebrations.	 Ireland	
imposed	 an	 8	 p.m.	 cur-
few	 on	 pubs	 and	 bars	
and	 limited	 attendance	
at	 indoor	 and	 outdoor	
events,	 while	 Greece	
will	 have	 10,000	 police	
officers	on	duty	over	the	
holidays	 to	 carry	 out	
COVID-19	pass	checks.
	 In	Spain,	the	national	
average	 of	 new	 cases	 is	
double	what	it	was	a	year	
ago.	 Neighboring	 Portu-
gal	is	telling	most	nones-
sential	 workers	 to	 work	
from	home	for	a	week	in	
January.
	 Stock	 markets	 in	
Asia,	 Europe	 and	 the	
U.S.	fell	on	Monday	with	
the	 expectation	 that	
the	 infections	 could	
weigh	 on	 global	 eco-
nomic	growth	and	wors-
en	 global	 supply	 chain	
challenges.
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Dr. Sydney Sewall fills a syringe with the COVID-19 vaccine at the Augusta 
Armory on Tuesday in Augusta, Maine.
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Frat brother 
pleads guilty 
in death
	 RICHMOND,	 Va.	 (AP)	
—	 A	 former	 Virginia	
Commonwealth	 Uni-
versity	 student	 pleaded	
guilty	Tuesday	 to	hazing	
and	 serving	 alcohol	 to	 a	
minor	in	connection	with	
a	 19-year-old	 freshman’s	
death	 from	 alcohol	 poi-
soning	 after	 a	 fraternity	
party.
	 Andrew	 White,	 23,	 of	
Dulles	 pleaded	 guilty	
to	 the	 misdemeanors	 in	
Richmond	 Circuit	 Court,	
the	Richmond	Times-Dis-
patch	reported.	He	faces	
up	to	a	year	in	prison	and	
a	$2,500	fine.


