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	 CELINA	 —	 The	 gasoline	
shortage	 experienced	 else-
where	 following	 the	 Colonial	
Pipeline	 shutdown	 did	 not	
materialize	in	Ohio.
	 Regardless,	 Ohio	 gasoline	
prices	 are	 up,	 and	 industry	
officials	 said	 the	 high	 prices	
are	expected	to	continue.
	 The	Colonial	Pipeline	deliv-
ers	 roughly	 45%	 of	 the	 fuel	
used	 along	 the	 Eastern	 Sea-

board.	 It	 was	 shut	 down	 May	
7	 after	 a	 ransomware	 attack.	
The	supply	disruption	caused	
a	 shortage	 in	 many	 states	
along	the	Gulf	and	east	coasts.
	 Panic	 buying	 contributed	
to	 shortages	 in	 other	 areas	
as	 well,	 according	 to	 an	 AAA	
official.
	 The	 5,500-mile	 system	 of	
pipelines	 that	 stretches	 from	
Houston,	 Texas,	 to	 Linden,	
New	 Jersey,	 has	 begun	 to	
return	to	normal	operations.
	 The	 pipeline	 system	 isn’t	
a	 major	 supplier	 for	 Ohio,	
which	 receives	 fuel	 mainly	
from	 refineries	 and	 market	
hubs	 within	 the	 state	 or	 from	
Illinois,	according	to	informa-
tion	provided	by	the	American	

Petroleum	Institute.
	 Even	 so,	 gasoline	 prices	
have	increased	locally.
	 The	 national	 average	 cost	
for	regular	gasoline	was	$3.04	
per	 gallon	 Friday	 according	
to	 AAA,	 and	 Ohio’s	 average	
was	 $2.89	 per	 gallon.	 Prior	 to	
Friday,	 the	 highest	 price	 this	
year	 was	 $2.84	 on	 April	 23.		
The	state	average	a	month	ago	
was	 $2.70	 per	 gallon.	 Mercer	
County’s	average	price	on	Fri-
day	 was	 $2.92	 per	 gallon,	 and	
Auglaize’s	 average	 was	 $2.87	
per	gallon.
	 A	 quick	 drive	 around	 Celi-
na	Friday	afternoon	saw	pric-
es	 for	 regular	 gasoline	 were	
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Drivers fill up their vehicles Friday at the Shell station at the 
intersection of Wayne Street and Grand Lake Road in Celina.

Dan Melograna/The Daily Standard

Celina council gave first reading to an ordinance authorizing 
the city to take possession of this blighted home at 130 Hamil-
ton Street.

Dan Melograna/The Daily Standard
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	 CELINA	 —	 Celina	 City	
Council	members	want	to	take	
possession	of	and	raze	a	blight-
ed	home	and	possibly	install	a	
gateway	 sign	 advertising	 the	
adjacent	Eastview	Park.
	 Councilors	 this	 week	 gave	
first	 reading	 to	 an	 ordinance	
authorizing	 the	 city	 to	 take	
the	 premises	 at	 130	 Hamil-
ton	 Street	 by	 forfeiture	 and	
assume	 responsibility	 for	 out-
standing	 taxes,	 assessments	
and	 court	 costs	 amounting	 to	
$11,364.52.	 The	 property	 was	
formerly	 owned	 by	 Sean	 P.	
Rice	 of	 Beachwood,	 New	 Jer-
sey,	 according	 to	 county	 and	
court	documents.

	 “The	 property	 has	 been	
in	 disrepair	 for	 a	 number	
of	 years,	 and	 we’ve	 had	 no	
recourse	to	get	it	fixed,”	mayor	
Jeff	 Hazel	 explained.	 “It	 then	

started	 falling	 behind	 in	 tax	
collections.”
	 Mercer	 County	 Common	
Pleas	 Court	 Judge	 Jeffrey	
Ingraham	ordered	that	unless	
the	 outstanding	 costs	 were	
paid,	 the	 property	 shall	 be	
foreclosed	upon	and	the	prem-
ises	 sold,	 per	 a	 Jan.	 27,	 2020,	
court	 filing.	 It	 was	 to	 be	 sold	
at	 public	 auction	 via	 Mercer	
County	Sheriff	Jeff	Grey,	court	
documents	show.
	 The	 property	 went	 up	 for	
sale	on	two	occasions	and	nei-
ther	attracted	any	bids,	Hazel	
said.
	 As	 such,	 the	 city	 officials,	
per	 Ohio	 Revised	 Code,	 can	
petition	the	court	to	forfeit	the	

Celina council moves to take possession of home, raze it

Various factors driving high gas prices
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	 CELINA	 —	 In	 a	 dramatic	
turnaround,	 the	 Bryson	 Pool	
now	 has	 more	 than	 enough	
lifeguards	to	open	for	the	sum-
mer,	mayor	Jeff	Hazel	told	city	
council	members.
	 City	council	members	at	this	
week’s	 regular	 meeting	 also	
learned	 more	 details	 about	
the	 role	 of	 a	 proposed	 school	
resource	officer	in	Celina	City	
Schools.
	 Late	 last	 month,	 Hazel	 had	
reported	only	a	handful	of	life-
guards	 had	 submitted	 appli-
cations,	 jeopardizing	 the	 2021	
pool	 season.	 At	 least	 22	 are	
needed	to	open.
	 “Unfortunately	 they	 so	
often	wait	until	the	last	minute	
and	 they	 truly	 waited	 to	 the	
last	minute,”	Hazel	 told	coun-
cilors.	“But	we	did	have	40	so	
we	 don’t	 need	 to	 do	 anything	
at	this	point.	We	feel	very	good	
about	that.	Some	of	 the	young	
people	really	stepped	up	to	the	
plate,	so	we’re	very	grateful	for	
that.”
	 City	 officials	 are	 preparing	
for	a	full	swimming	season	and	
shooting	 for	 a	 Memorial	 Day	
pool	opening.	If	that	date	is	not	
met,	 the	 pool	 will	 open	 some	
time	 during	 the	 first	 week	 of	
June,	he	said.
	 In	the	meantime,	lifeguards	
are	being	certified	in-house	at	
the	pool	at	no	cost	to	them.
	 	 City	 officials	 in	 May	 2020	
decided	 to	 open	 Bryson	 Pool	
but	 on	 a	 limited,	 private-par-
ty-only	 basis	 to	 comply	 with	
state	 COVID-19	 pandemic	
directives.	
	 Rather	 than	 permitting	
many	 people	 onto	 the	 pool	
grounds	 —	 and	 then	 trying	 to	
limit	the	number	of	swimmers	
in	 the	 pool	 to	 60	 at	 any	 given	
time	 —	 they	 opted	 to	 go	 the	
route	of	private	parties.

Lifeguards 
rescue
Celina pool 
opening

Tri Star Director Tim Buschur, left, shakes hands with Brandon Headley during a ceremony for the first group of stu-
dents to graduate from the new Tri Star facility on State Route 703 near Celina. The ceremony was recorded and can 
be viewed on Tri Star’s website. The $25 million, 101,177-square-foot, two-story complex opened its doors in August 
2019, providing career technical education with a focus on science, technology, engineering and mathematics.
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Tri Star graduation

	 COLUMBUS	 (AP)	 —	 Ohio	
is	 removing	 a	 mask	 require-
ment	 immediately	 for	 people	
who	 are	 fully	 vaccinated,	 in	
keeping	 with	 new	 guidance	
from	the	 federal	government,	
Republican	Gov.	Mike	DeWine	
announced	Friday.
	 DeWine	said	in	a	statement	
that	 unvaccinated	 people	
should	continue	to	wear	masks	
and	 socially	 distance,	 as	 the	

Centers	 for	 Dis-
ease	 Control	
and	 Prevention	
recommends.	
	 The	 governor	
said	 existing	
health	 orders	
still	 won’t	 be	
fully	lifted	until	
June	 2,	 as	 he	
had	 announced	 Wednesday,	
but	the	wording	will	be	updat-

ed	 to	 match	 CDC	 guidelines.	
The	June	2	date	was	chosen	to	
give	those	who	need	to	ample	
time	to	get	vaccinated.
	 Updated	 CDC	 guidance	
released	 Thursday	 says	
unvaccinated	 people	 can	
go	 without	 masks	 for	 the	
most	 part.	 They	 should	 still	
be	 worn	 in	 healthcare	 set-
tings,	 on	 public	 transporta-
tion,	including	airplanes,	and	

when	a	business	or	employer	
requires	them.	
	 “The	 most	 powerful	 tool	
we	 have	 to	 protect	 against	
the	COVID-19	virus	is	the	vac-
cine,”	DeWine	said.	“Because	
of	 the	 vaccine,	 COVID-19	
cases,	 hospitalizations,	 and	
deaths	 are	 decreasing	 dra-
matically.	 The	 vaccine	 allows	
us	 to	 live	our	 lives	more	nor-
mally	and	without	fear.”

State nixes masks for vaccinated people

DeWine
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‘It’s in really rough 
shape. There’s not 

even somebody that 
we can cite for the 

grass growing that’s 
overgrown right now.’

— Jeff Hazel,
Celina mayor
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$2.95	 at	 the	 Marathon	
station	on	Market	Street	
near	Taco	Bell,	$2.97	at	
Walmart,	 and	 $2.99	 at	
the	 Sunoco	 station	 at	
Market	and	Ash	streets,	
at	the	Marathon	station	
on	 North	 Main	 Street	
near	CVS,	and	at	Mara-
thon	 and	 Shell	 stations	
on	South	Main	Street.
	 A	 number	 of	 factors	
are	 causing	 the	 spike,	
according	 to	 Kimberly	
Schwind,	senior	manag-
er	 of	 public	 affairs	 for	
AAA	Ohio	Auto	Club.
	 “The	 pipeline	 shut-
down	drove	up	demand	
for	 gasoline	 in	 Ohio,	

because	 people	 were	
panic	 buying,	 worried	
that	we	would	run	out	of	
gasoline	 at	 stations	 in	
Ohio.	 In	 addition,	 mar-
ket	 speculation	 drove	
spot	 market	 prices	
higher,	which	is	passed	
along	 to	 the	 consumer	
at	 the	 pump,”	 Schwind	
wrote	in	an	email.
	 Panic	 buying	 has	
created	 shortages	 in	
areas	 that	 otherwise	
would	 have	 been	 unaf-
fected	by	the	temporary	
shutdown,	 according	 to	
Jeff	Lenard,	vice	presi-
dent	 of	 strategic	 indus-
try	 initiatives	 for	 the	
National	Association	of	
Convenience	Stores.
	 “There	 are	 some	
outages	 at	 stations	 in	

southern	 Florida	 that	
are	 entirely	 because	 of	
panic	 buying,”	 Lena-
rd	 wrote.	 “Most	 of	 the	
state	 received	 fuel	 via	
barge	and	is	unaffected	
by	the	pipeline.”
	 Schwind	 noted	 that	
gasoline	 prices	 typi-
cally	 go	 up	 this	 time	 of	
year	 anyway	 as	 more	
people	travel	and	refin-
ers	 begin	 making	 a	
more	 expensive	 sum-
mer-blend	of	gasoline.
	 Road	 trips	 are	
expected	 to	 increase	
52%	 during	 the	 Memo-
rial	 Day	 weekend,	
Schwind	said,	and	high-
er	gas	prices	will	likely	
persist	due	to	increased	
demand.
	 An	increase	in	crude	

oil	prices	also	is	a	major	
factor	in	the	prices	con-
sumers	see	at	the	pump,	
Schwind	added.
	 How	 long	 elevated	
gasoline	prices	will	con-
tinue	 is	 uncertain,	 but	
now	that	the	pipeline	is	
operating	 again,	 prices	
seem	to	be	leveling	out,	
according	 to	 Schwind.	
However,	 consumers	
won’t	see	an	immediate	
drop	 in	 prices,	 accord-
ing	to	AAA.
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Are you tired of changing your shingles?
Do you want a metal roof, but don’t like exposed screws?

Then give us a call!
We specialize in standing seam steel roofing,

a complete hidden fastener system.
26 Gauge  |  16'' Panel  |  1'' High Rib
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	 Today	 will	 be	 partly	
cloudy	 with	 a	 high	 tem-
perature	 of	 70	 degrees,	
local	weatherman	Dennis	
Howick	said.	Tonight	will	
be	partly	cloudy	with	iso-
lated	showers	and	a	low	of	
51.	 Sunday	 will	 be	 partly	
cloudy	with	a	high	of	71.

HOWICK’S REPORT
Friday’s	low	...................40	
Friday’s	high	.................67
Friday	at	5	p.m.	.............66
	
	 Extended	 forecast:	
Monday,	 partly	 cloudy	
with	 showers,	 51-70;	
Tuesday	 through	 Fri-
day,	 partly	 cloudy	 with	
scattered	 showers,	 55-74,	
58-77,	 60-78	 and	 60-80	
respectively.

High of 70

	 Councilors	 this	 week	
continued	 discussions	
on	 a	 proposed	 resource	
officer	 for	 the	 Celina	
City	 Schools	 that	 school	
superintendent	 Ken	
Schmiesing	 reported-
ly	 approached	 Celina	
Police	 Chief	 Tom	 Wale	
about.
	 Wale	 said	 he	 and	
Schmiesing	had	casually	
discussed	the	subject	off	
and	 on	 for	 a	 few	 years,	
but	 the	 school	 has	 not	
had	 funding	 available.	
Wale	 said	 Schmiesing	
approached	 him	 a	 few	
weeks	 ago	 after	 the	 dis-
trict	 received	 a	 federal	
Elementary	and	Second-
ary	 School	 Emergency	
Relief	 fund	 grant	 which	
could	 be	 used	 to	 cover	
the	 costs	 of	 a	 school	
resource	officer.
	 Grant	 funding	 would	
be	 available	 through	
2024,	 Wale	 said.	 He	
estimated	 it	 would	 cost	
about	 $80,000	 per	 year	
for	 a	 school	 resource	
officer,	 including	 sal-
ary	 and	 benefits.	 The	
police	 department	 also	
likely	 would	 need	 to	
front	 $7,000-$10,000	 for	
equipment.
	 The	 school	 would	
cover	 most	 of	 the	 costs,	
Wale	continued,	and	the	
officer	 primarily	 would	
be	 stationed	 at	 the	 high	
school.	 Wale	 said	 a	 sea-
soned	officer	already	on	
the	force	would	likely	be	
tapped	for	the	position.
	 “Now	the	school	would	
like	to	have	someone	on	
the	premise	for	security,	
to	handle	discipline	and	
create	a	kind	of	positive	
relationship	between	the	
police	force	and	the	stu-
dents,”	councilman	June	
Scott	said.
	 The	 police	 depart-
ment,	 Scott	 continued,	
already	 maintains	 a	
presence	at	the	school.
	 “They’re	 called	 in	
when	they	need	to	be	but	
they	 don’t	 have	 some-
body	 stationed	 right	
there,”	he	noted.
	 Councilman	 Eric	

Clausen	 asked	 Wale	
how	often	police	officers	
respond	to	the	school.
	 “We’re	there	a	number	
of	 times	 every	 week.	 It’s	
not	just	once	in	awhile,”	
Wale	said.	
	 They	 often	 go	 to	
help	 staff	 with	 difficult	
students.
	 “A	 child	 that	 is	 not	
simply	 listening	 to	 a	
teacher	 technically	 is	
considered	 an	 unruly	
juvenile	 which	 is	 a	 mat-
ter	which	can	be	taken	to	
court,”	Wale	said.	“Obvi-
ously	you’re	not	going	to	
do	that	every	time	or	the	
court	 would	 be	 clogged,	
but	if	they’re	having	one	
that’s	 really	 disruptive	
they	 may	 need	 assis-
tance	with,	they’ll	call	us	
to	deal	with	that.”
	 Police	 also	 can	 be	
called	to	the	school	when	
staff	learns	a	student	has	
experienced	 a	 crime	 at	
home	or	elsewhere.
	 “The	 school	 doesn’t	
want	 an	 officer	 to	 be	
there	 as	 an	 enforcer.	
They	 don’t	 want	 a	 nega-
tive	 connotation,”	 Wale	
noted.	“They	want	some-
one	there	to	have	a	posi-
tive	 influence	 on	 the	
kids.”
	 A	 student	 may	 feel	
comfortable	turning	to	a	
resource	 officer	 if	 they	
see	 something	 on	 the	
way	 to	 school,	 council-
man	Myron	Buxton	said.
	 Hazel	agreed.
	 “It	becomes	a	preven-
tative	 measure	 as	 well.	
If	 the	 officer	 there	 can	
help	 guide	 a	 student	 so	
he	 doesn’t	 go	 down	 a	
different	 road	 later	 on,	
we’ve	 prevented	 some-
thing	 maybe	 we	 won’t	
know	 about	 right	 now,”	
Hazel	said.
	 Scott	 said	 even	 if	
grant	 funds	 would	 go	
away,	 the	 city	 has	 suffi-
cient	funds	from	the	0.5%	
income	 tax	 for	 police,	
fire	 and	 streets	 to	 keep	
the	position.
	 “If	 the	 tax	 is	 not	 car-
ried	 out	 —	 and	 this	 is	
certainly	not	a	 threat	—	
then	 there	 would	 have	
to	be	something	done	to	
rectify	 that	 particular	
position,”	Scott	said.

(From front page)
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Tired of everyone’s
2¢ worth?

Try our 75¢ worth.
or as low as 45¢ 

delivered to
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premises	to	the	city	gov-
ernment,	 the	 ordnance	
states.	 The	 ordinance,	
if	 passed	 on	 final	 read-
ing,	would	authorize	city	
auditor	 Betty	 Strawn	 to	
draw	 warrants	 not	 to	
exceed	$20,000	 from	the	
city	 contingency	 fund	
to	 pay	 all	 outstanding	
taxes,	 assessments	 and	
court	 costs	 associated	
with	the	property.
	 The	land	and	building	
have	a	combined	market	
value	 of	 $20,500,	 county	
auditor	records	show.
	 “It	is	(in)	really	rough	
shape.	 There’s	 not	 even	
somebody	 that	 we	 can	
cite	for	the	grass	growing	
that’s	 overgrown	 right	
now,”	 Hazel	 said.	 “The	
house	 is	 clearly	 slum	
and	blight,	clearly	needs	

demolished.	 That	 prop-
erty	is	not	inhabitable.”
	 Acquiring	 the	 prop-
erty	 through	 forfeiture	
would	 allow	 the	 city	 to	
addressed	 its	 blighted	
condition	without	it	end-
ing	 up	 with	 the	 state,	
Hazel	maintained.
	 “When	 the	 state	 has	
it,	it	becomes	intrinsical-
ly	more	difficult	for	us	to	
get	 it	 back	 out,	 and	 the	
state	 will	 not	 maintain	
that	 property.	 Just	 stat-
ing	a	fact,”	he	said.
	 One	 option	 for	 the	
land,	 once	 the	 house	 is	
gone,	is	to	put	up	a	gate-
way	sign.
	 “There’s	 a	 lot	 of	
things	 that	 we	 could	 do	
on	 that	 property	 that	
would	 really	 augment	
the	 neighborhood	 itself,	
plus	be	a	great	entryway	
into	 the	 park,”	 Hazel	
said.
	 City	 officials	 also	

would	 consider	 selling	
the	 lot	 to	 someone	 to	
build	a	home	on	it.
	 “If	 somebody	 wanted	
to	build	a	house	on	there	
and	could	fit	it	on	that	lot	
and	 really	 wanted	 that	
corner	 lot,	 we	 certain-
ly	 would	 look	 at	 that	 as	
being	 a	 viable	 option,”	
Hazel	said.
	 Councilman	 June	
Scott	 insisted	 the	 pro-
posal	 is	 not	 a	 “land	
grab.”
	 “The	 purpose	 is	 not	
to	 obtain	 more	 land	 for	
the	 city	 of	 Celina,”	 he	
said.	 “Our	 hand	 was	
forced	on	this	in	a	sense,	
and	 as	 a	 city	 we	 have	 a	
responsibility	 to	 main-
tain	 the	 appearance	 of	
our	community.”
	 Councilman	 Mike	
Sovinski	offered	similar	
commentary,	 saying	 city	
officials	 have	 worked	
behind	 the	 scenes	 to	

come	up	with	a	solution.
	 “We	need	to	acknowl-
edge	 that	 we	 have	
thought	 up	 different	
ways	and	have	basically	
come	 up	 with	 a	 plan	 to	
purchase	 the	 property	
through	 the	 courts	 and	
be	 able	 to	 address	 it	
locally	 rather	 than	 let-
ting	 it	 languish	 off	 into	
the	 state	 somewhere,”	
Sovinski	said.
	 Also,	this	route	allows	
Celina	 City	 Schools	 to	
recapture	 unpaid	 taxes,	
Hazel	added.
	 “The	 majority	 of	
those	taxes	belong	to	the	
school.	We’re	not	going	to	
hurt	 the	 school	 on	 this.	
We	think	it’s	only	appro-
priate,”	Hazel	said.
	 Second	 reading	 of	
the	 legislation	 is	 sched-
uled	for	7	p.m.	May	24	in	
council	chambers	on	the	
second	 floor	 of	 the	 city	
administration	building.

(From front page)
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	 MEMPHIS,	 Tenn.	
(AP)	 —	 River	 traffic	 has	
reopened	 on	 the	 Missis-
sippi	 River	 near	 Mem-
phis,	 Tennessee,	 three	
days	 after	 it	 was	 closed	
when	 a	 crack	 was	 dis-
covered	in	the	Interstate	
40	 bridge	 that	 connects	
Tennessee	 and	 Arkan-
sas,	the	U.S.	Coast	Guard	
said	Friday.
	 The	Arkansas	Depart-
ment	 of	 Transportation,	
meanwhile,	 said	 a	 vid-
eo	 taken	 by	 an	 inspec-
tor	 two	 years	 ago	 found	
“significant	rust	and	 the	
beginning	 of	 a	 crack”	
in	 the	 same	 area	 as	 the	
fracture	 that	 prompted	
the	 bridge’s	 shutdown	
this	week.

	 More	 than	 60	 tug-
boats	hauling	more	than	
1,000	barges	were	in	line	
Friday	 to	 cross	 under	
the	 Hernando	 De	 Soto	
Bridge,	 the	 Coast	 Guard	
said.
	 Economic	 devel-
opment	 officials	 had	
been	 concerned	 that	
an	 extended	 closure	 of	
river	 traffic	 could	 hurt	
the	region’s	economy	and	
have	ripple	effects	on	the	
nation’s	supply	chain.
	 The	 bridge	 itself	 will	
remain	 closed	 to	 vehi-
cles	 indefinitely,	 with	
road	 traffic	 rerouted	 to	
Interstate	 55	 and	 the	
71-year-old	 Memphis	 &	
Arkansas	Bridge,	about	3	
miles	south.	

	 River	 traffic	 under	
the	 six-lane	 bridge	 was	
shut	 down	 Tuesday	
after	 inspectors	 found	
a	 “significant	 fracture”	
in	 one	 of	 two	 900-foot	
(274-meter)	 horizontal	
steel	 beams	 that	 are	
crucial	 for	 the	 bridge’s	
integrity,	 said	 Lorie	
Tudor,	 director	 of	 the	
Arkansas	Department	of	
Transportation.
	 Engineers	 wanted	 to	
ensure	 the	 bridge	 could	
stand	 on	 its	 own	 before	
reopening	river	traffic.	
	 “Based	 on	 informa-
tion	 provided	 to	 us	 by	
the	 Tennessee	 Depart-
ment	 of	 Transportation,	
the	 Coast	 Guard	 has	
determined	 that	 transit	

under	 the	 I-40	 bridge	 is	
safe	 for	 maritime	 traf-
fic,”	 Coast	 Guard	 Capt.	
Ryan	Rhodes,	captain	of	
the	Port	of	Memphis,	said	
in	a	statement.
	 The	Arkansas	Depart-
ment	 of	 Transportation	
on	Friday	said	an	image	
captured	 by	 an	 inspec-
tor’s	drone	video	in	May	
2019	 showed	 evidence	
of	 damage	 on	 the	 lower	
side	 of	 the	 bridge,	 the	
same	 area	 as	 the	 crack	
that	 was	 discovered	 this	
week.
	 DOT	 spokesman	 Dave	
Parker	 said	 the	 damage	
was	 found	 by	 a	 consult-
ing	firm	that	was	inspect-
ing	 the	 bridge’s	 cables	
that	year.

River traffic resumes under damaged bridge 


