
Bl a nch a rd  Va l l ey 
Health System, like Han-
cock Public Health, has 
received many questions 
from community members 
about COVID-19 booster 
shots.

Dr. Wil l iam Kose, 
vice president of special 
projects at BVHS, said 
Wednesday that the health 
system received many 
questions about boosters 
when the shots were first 
announced. And while it 
may be easy to assume 
everyone has already made 
up their mind on whether 
to get vaccinated, Kose 
said he still encounters 
people who are choosing 
to get the vaccine in the 
first place.

Kose said the health 
system is recommending 

booster 
s h o t s 
t o  i t s 
employ-
e e s , 
although 
he noted 
t h e r e 
is not a 
v acc i ne 
mandate. 

He noted now is also the 
time to get your flu shot, so 
they’re encouraging people 
to get both.

Booster shots for Pfizer 
recipients are already being 
administered. On Wednes-
day afternoon, U.S. Food 
and Drug Administra-
tion regulators signed off 
on extending COVID-19 
boosters to Americans who 
got the Moderna or John-
son & Johnson vaccine. 
The panel said anyone eli-
gible for an extra dose can 
get a brand different from 
the vaccine they received 
initially.

Later this week, the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention will 
consult an expert panel, 
and is expected to finalize 
official recommendations 
for who should get boost-
ers and when, according to 
The Associated Press.

Pfizer booster shots are 
available for people who 
were initially vaccinated 

at least six months ago 
and who are 65 and older; 
as well as for people who 
are 18-64 who live in long-
term care settings; have 
certain underlying medical 
conditions; or live or work 
in high-risk settings.

Kose explained that 
when you get a vaccine, 
you receive a material 
that tells your body to start 
developing immunity.

“Our immune system 
is unbelievably complex,” 
he said.

He said the two-dose 
mRNA vaccines developed 
by Pfizer and Moderna will 
stimulate your immune 
system in this way twice. 
In general, the second time 
you’re exposed to some-
thing — say, a strep throat 

infection — your immune 
system will respond more 
quickly than the first time, 
he said.

Kose said some vac-
cines are effective for 
longer periods of time 
than others. Tetanus 
shots, for example, should 
be given every 10 years to 
re-stimulate the immune 
system. He said that with 
the COVID-19 vaccines, no 
one knew for sure at first 
how long the protection 
would last.

Seniors’ immune sys-
tems don’t act the same 
way as those of younger 
adults, Kose said, which 
is one reason older people 
were prioritized when 
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Dedicated to the core
The Findlay Rotary Club 

named finalists for the 2021 
Golden Apple Award on 
Wednesday, with all three 
demonstrating a commit-
ment to fostering student 
success.

Now in its 31st year, the 
annual award honors top 
educators in Findlay and 
Hancock County. One final-
ist is named at the elemen-
tary school, middle school 
and high school levels. The 
award is meant to enhance 
the public’s respect and 
awareness of excellent teach-
ers and to help attract new 
and dedicated people to the 
profession.

This year’s award recipi-
ents are:

• Mackenzie “Macie” 
Wenner, a fourth-grade 
teacher at Wilson Vance 
Elementary School.

• Raymond Wolfe, direc-
tor of choir, musical director 
and assistant band director 
at Liberty-Benton Local 
Schools, sixth through 12th 
grade.

• Mark Laux, a science 
teacher at Findlay High 
School.

Each finalist received 
the Golden Apple Award 
and a $2,500 cash prize, 
and will join past finalists in 
the Golden Apple Academy. 
Semifinalists each received a 
$250 cash prize.
Mackenzie ‘Macie’ Wenner

“I was inspired at a young 
age to become a teacher,” 
Wenner wrote in her teach-
ing philosophy essay.

“My fifth-grade teacher 
had such a profound impact 
on my education that I 
instantly knew I wanted to 
become a teacher. ... This 

is the only profession that 
shapes the minds of our 
future leaders. It is a big task 
to live up to! That’s why I 
believe that teaching the 
whole child is important.”

She has been teaching 
fourth grade in Findlay City 
Schools for eight years.

“To make sure our 
younger generations know 
and understand respect, 
responsibility and kindness, 
I focus on those character-
istics each day in my class-
room. Our children need 
to know we are invested in 
them for years to come,” she 
wrote.
Raymond Wolfe

Wolfe has held his posi-
tion with Liberty-Benton 
schools since 2014.

“My philosophy of teach-
ing is student-centered and 
student-driven,” he wrote.

“I believe that every stu-

dent has a voice and they 
should share it with the 
world. I am tasked with 
helping students learn the 
tools to find and refine that 
voice and get it to work in 
conjunction with other stu-
dents. While my foremost 
goal is the success of my 
choirs, I find that I am more 
interested in producing well-
rounded human beings who 
will be productive members 
of society once they leave my 
classroom.”

Wolfe said he encourages 
community involvement to 
all his students through 
mission organizations and 
performing opportunities 
through Youtheatre and the 
Fort Findlay Playhouse.

“These things have not 
only enhanced their music 
education, but also made 
them people who are will-
ing to see the value in serv-

ing others,” he wrote.
Mark Laux

Laux has worked as a sci-
ence teacher for Findlay City 
Schools since 2003.

He began his teaching 
philosophy essay with a 
single question: “Why do I 
teach?”

“It’s a question I have 
asked myself many times 
over the course of my 18-year 
teaching career,” he contin-
ued. “Thankfully, I still come 
to the same answer every 
time. I have a passion to see 
young people become the 
best version of themselves, 
and anything I can do to 
help get them there is worth 
the effort, lifestyle, commit-
ment and many frustrations 
that correspond with a job in 
education.

“My teaching philosophy 

Findlay Rotary Club names 2021 Golden Apple recipients
By DENISE GRANT

DENISEGRANT@THECOURIER.COM 

KEVIN BEAN / The Courier
THE FINDLAY ROTARY CLUB named finalists for the 2021 Golden Apple Award on 
Wednesday evening. Receiving awards were (l-r) Raymond Wolfe, of Liberty-Benton 
Local Schools; Macie Wenner, of Wilson Vance Elementary School; and Mark Laux, of 
Findlay High School. 

Springville 
Marsh to add 

acreage

CAREY — Springville 
Marsh, a hidden treasure of 
nature located a few miles 
north of Carey, is growing.

The Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources Division 
of Natural Areas and Pre-
serves is conserving an his-
toric wetland by expanding 
the state nature preserve. 
A 66-acre acquisition will 
add to the preserve, which 
is already the best remain-
ing remnant of Big Spring 
Prairie, according to Rick 
Gardner, chief botanist.

The acquisition brings 
the preserve’s total acreage 

to 267 acres. There haven’t 
been any additions to the 
state nature preserve in 30 
years, he said.

The acquisition, which 
cost $560,000, was made 
possible through a water 
quality grant from the 
Ohio Water Development 
Authority.

Restoration of the new 
parcel will include work 
to reestablish some of the 
original hydrology and eco-
systems in the area. The 
site will be planted with 
Ohio native prairie and 
meadow plant seed mixes 

Preserve protects 26 new species

C A R E Y

By JEANNIE WILEY WOLF
JEANNIEWOLF@THECOURIER.COM

Courtesy of ODNR
SPRINGVILLE MARSH is expanding with a 66-acre 
property acquisition. The expansion will add to what is 
already the best remaining remnant of Big Spring Prairie. 

Booster shots, explained
Doctor talks extra doses 
of COVID-19 vaccinations

B L A N C H A R D  VA L L E Y  H E A LT H  SYS T E M

By SARA ARTHURS
SARAARTHURS@THECOURIER.COM

CHARLES KRUPA / AP file photo
VIALS FOR the Moderna and Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccines are shown at a temporary clinic in Exeter, 
New Hampshire. U.S. regulators signed off Wednesday 
on extending booster shots to Americans who got the 
Moderna or Johnson & Johnson vaccine. 

Kose

Hospital remains 
‘extremely busy’

Blanchard Valley Hospital remains “extremely 
busy,” due to a mixture of staffing shortages, COVID-
19 patients and community members catching up on 
needed care.

On Wednesday, Dr. William Kose, vice president of 
special projects for Blanchard Valley Health System, 
said the emergency department as well as the hospital 
as a whole are busy.

A big reason for this is many people put off seeking 
other types of health care earlier in the pandemic. Kose 
said an orthopedist recently told him of people getting 
hip and knee replacements later than they had intended 
to, for example.

Over the past several weeks, about eight to 13 
patients have been waiting for a bed in the hospital 
every morning, Kose said. Some of this is the avail-
ability of the beds themselves, but a large part of it is 

By SARA ARTHURS
SARAARTHURS@THECOURIER.COM

New ostomy clinic  
offers personalized care

Blanchard Va l ley 
Health System’s Wound 
Care Solut ions has 
announced the opening 
of an outpatient ostomy 
clinic within its practice.

The outpatient clinic 
and certified ostomy nurse 
are welcoming all (but not 
limited to) patients with 
a colostomy, ileostomy or 
urostomy to develop and 
implement an individual-
ized care plan for each 

patient.   
“The need for an 

ostomy clinic became 
apparent when we real-
ized the unmet needs of 
ostomy patients in our 
community,” said Marlana 
Risley, manager of outpa-
tient specialty services at 
BVHS, in a press release. 
“Blanchard Valley Health 
System offers excellent 
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