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Riverdale 
seeks 
school 
levy

MOUNT BLANCHARD 
— Voters in the Riverdale 
Local School District will 
see a proposed 6.1-mill 
emergency property tax 
levy on the May primary 
ballot that would generate 
$930,000 for school opera-
tions over five years.

Superintendent Jef f 
Young said that while the 
term “emergency” might 
sound ominous, that’s not 
the case. An emergency 
levy, he explained, is a term 
used to describe a fixed 
sum levy in Ohio.

“Our levy will say a 
‘$930,000 levy,’ so it’s 
$930,000, and that’s what 
that levy will bring in,” he 
said.

Currently, that amount is 
collected through 6.1 mills. 
The millage could fluctuate, 
but never the amount, he 
said.

“So essentially, as prop-
erty values increase, the levy 
amount stays the same. It 
will not increase or decrease. 
It’s a fixed sum,” said Young.

For a homeowner with 
a $100,000 home, the addi-
tional cost would be $18.09 
a month, or $217 a year. If 
approved, collections would 
begin in 2022.

The school district, 
which is located in por-
tions of Hancock, Hardin 
and Wyandot counties, has 
1,043 students. Levy money 
would help fund day-to-day 
operational expenses such 
as utilities and busing, sup-
port existing programs and 
maintain technology and the 
school’s technology infra-
structure.

Young said the last time 
the school district asked for 
new money was in 2011, 
which was turned down by 
voters.

“It’s been 10 years and 
we asked for an increase 
or additional income tax at 
that time. And the commu-
nity said, ‘Hey, let’s hold on 
that and press pause,’ and 
we did,” he said.

Young said the school 
board had to make difficult 
decisions after the income 
tax defeat. That included 
absorbing some teaching 
positions as people left or 
retired. Technology pur-
chases were also delayed.

“It was tough, but we 
had to do it and we did it,” 
he said. “Now here we are, 
10 years later.”

Young said the district 
hasn’t had any new operat-
ing money since 1994.
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Free weekly HIV 
testing coming

LGBTQ+ Spectrum of 
Findlay, Family Resource 
Center and Equitas Health 
are teaming up to offer free 
weekly HIV testing in Find-
lay. A kickoff event Monday 
will launch the effort.

Dr. Jasmin Bradley, 
executive director of Spec-
trum, said the organization 
is “excited” to make HIV 
testing more accessible to 
the community. Testing 
will be offered at the Family 
Center, 1800 N. Blanchard 
St., where many area non-
profits are housed.

Other Family Center 
nonprofits will also be 
part of Monday’s event, 
as will organizations such 
as National Alliance on 
Mental Illness Hancock 
County and Focus, a non-
profit recovery center.

The event will be held 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. HIV 
testing will be available 
going forward from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. every Thursday, 
Bradley said.

She said the goal is to 

“stop the spread” of HIV, 
and that people can reduce 
the likelihood of spreading 
the virus if they know their 
HIV status. If an HIV-posi-
tive person knows they have 
tested positive, they can 
manage the disease, which 
can mean they become 
“virally suppressed” and 
thus are less likely to trans-
mit it to others.

Bradley said Monday’s 
event will also offer a chance 
for community members to 
learn about other local orga-
nizations that can help. She 
said efforts are underway 
in the community to pro-
vide mental health care for 
people with HIV, as well as 
to try to make PrEP (pre-
exposure prophylaxis) 
more affordable. People 
at risk can take PrEP to 
prevent them from getting 
HIV.

With all of these efforts 
going on, “we’re really 
building some infrastruc-
ture” in Findlay to support 
people who test positive for 
HIV, Bradley said.

Kickoff event set for Monday
By SARA ARTHURS
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COLUMBUS — Despite an accelerat-

ing vaccination effort, COVID-19 is on 
an upswing in Ohio.

There are currently 1,140 Ohioans in 
the hospital with COVID-19, compared 
to 839 on March 21.

Similarly, in mid-March, about 1,400 
Ohioans were contracting COVID-19 per 
day on average. By the end of the month, 

the figure hit 1,700, according to data 
from the Ohio Department of Health.

The seven-day average test positiv-
ity rate — portion of diagnostic tests 
on a given day with positive results — 
reached 4.3% Tuesday compared to 3% 
in early March.

None of these indicators are anywhere 
near their winter peaks. However, their 
ticking upward comes despite efforts to 

COVID-19 trickles 
upward in Ohio

By JAKE ZUCKERMAN
OHIO CAPITAL JOURNAL

JAY LAPRETE / The Associated Press
OHIO STATE University clinic manager Paige Blankenship, left, administers one 
of the first Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccines to Osvaldo Campanella last 
month in Columbus.

Be our guest, finally

When the curtain rises 
on the Findlay High School 
stage tonight, cast mem-
bers will finally get the 
chance to present the musi-
cal “Beauty and the Beast.”

It’s a show some of them 
have been waiting a year to 
perform.

“The kids are thrilled,” 
sa id  d i rector  A ndy 
Cantrell, explaining that 
the students spent count-
less hours preparing before 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
caused last year’s spring 
musical to be postponed 
and then ultimately can-
celed.

“Beauty and the Beast” 
debuts at 7:30 p.m. today. 
Additional performances 
are scheduled at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday, and 2 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 
Everyone who attends 
the performance will be 
required to wear a mask 
and maintain distance. A 
livestream option is also 
available.

“I’m excited. I’m excited 
for people to finally see 
the show,” said senior 
Seth Camiscione, who 
was selected to portray 
Lumiere — the maître-d’-
turned-candelabra — last 
year.

When school closed, 
“it was crazy,” Seth said. 
“Beyond the musical, it 
just seemed like every-
thing shut down in one 
press conference. That was 
on a Thursday. Friday, the 
next day after school, we 
were supposed on try on 
costumes.”

The show was supposed 
to open the following week.

“All that work you put 
towards it, and it was gone 
in a flash,” he said.

Cantrell said the direct-
ing team had begun prep-
ping for the annual musical 

FHS gets second chance to perform ‘Beauty and the Beast’
By JEANNIE
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Cast list for ‘Beauty and the Beast’
• Narrator: Tim Montgomery.
• Enchantress: Rebecca Heft.
• Belle: Jada Siebeneck.
• Maurice: Gage Taylor.
• Gaston: Josh Baker.
• Lefou: Reid Patterson.
• Monsieur D’Arque: Talan 

Simsa.
• Cogsworth: Dominic Merrill.
• Lumiere: Seth Camiscione.

• Babette: Sydney Eynon.
• Mrs. Potts: Emily Barberree.
• Voice of Chip: Bailey Olda-

ker.
• Madame De La Grande 

Bouche: Maureen Jones.
• Beast: CJ Miller.
• Silly Girls: Rebecca Heft, 

Kaydence Bosse, Emma Holdgreve, 
Zoe Sleasman.

• Ensemble: Jocelyn Barberree, 
Jubilee Beatty, Kaydence Bosse, 
Gracie Fulmer, Nicole Hadley,  
Emma Holdgreve, Brooke May, 
Rachel Merrin, Olivia Montgom-
ery, Bailey Oldaker, Marissa Shoe-
maker, Zoe Sleasman, Rebeckah 
Spearman, Joshua Trueman-Mot-
ter, Faith Wilkinson.

Photos provided
FINDLAY HIGH SCHOOL’S theater department will debut its spring musical, “Beauty and the Beast,” (above) at 
7:30 p.m. today. It’s a show some cast members have been waiting a year to perform since last spring, when the 
pandemic shut down the production of the show. Garner Trucking loaded the partially-built sets (below left) onto 
a truck and returned them to the school in time to finish building them for this year’s performances. Students and 
directors also navigated a number of new challenges in preparation of this year’s spring musical, including the need 
for masks and distancing during rehearsals (below right).
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