
The Courier
Findlay, Ohio

THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 2021

$1.00

BILLIONS IN COVID RELIEF 
HEADED TO OHIO | A2

RUCKI, ADAMS TOP 
DISTRICT HONORS  | B1

INSIDE
Classified B3-B4

Comics B5

Financial B3

Local/State A3

Nation A4

Obituaries A5

Public Record A3

Sports B1-B2

TV Listings B2

Weather A6

BRENNA GRITEMAN / The Courier

Irish for a day
Lori Skellie serves a round of Jager bombs to Pat Howley, left, and BJ Preston, both of Findlay, at Logan’s Irish Pub 
on Wednesday. The downtown Findlay pub marked the holiday with breakfast, hourly gift card giveaways, Irish food 
and drinks, and a live performance by the band The Athen Ry. And, of course, with the wearing of the green.

Don’t let 
hawks eye 
your pets
It’s unlikely, but 
large birds can 
carry off dogs

A flying monkey got Toto, 
but chances are your small 
pet is safe from hawks.

News and social media 
reports about hawks swoop-
ing down and carrying away 
small pets have alarmed pet 
owners in recent weeks. But 
chances are, your pet is safe, 
a local wildlife specialist says.

One news account 
reported that a hawk in the 
Toledo area attacked a dog 
weighing about 12 pounds, 
but did not carry it away, said 
Meredith Gilbert, wildlife 
communications specialist for 
the Ohio Division of Wildlife.

Gilbert did not dismiss 
it as impossible that a hawk 
would carry away a dog, but 
she said it is quite unlikely.

“The likelihood of that is 
pretty low. I don’t think that’s 
a pet owner’s main concern. I 
think probably your dog run-
ning out in traffic is much 
more of a concern than get-
ting scooped up by a hawk,” 
she said. “But if you have a 
small dog, that is definitely a 
possibility.”

How small would the dog, 
or cat, have to be?

“I would say if you have a 
small puppy, like a Chihua-
hua-size dog (which weighs 
about 6 pounds),” Gilbert 
said. “I can’t think that a 
hawk — maybe an eagle — 
would be able to pick up 12 
pounds.” 

Hawks seek other fare for 
lunch.

“Most of our hawks, like 
our red-tail, or definitely our 
Cooper’s hawk, that would 
frequent backyards, they’re 

looking more for small prey. 
Cooper’s hawks look for birds, 
primarily. They’re an avian 
predator,” she said. “Red-tail 
hawks and red-shouldered 
hawks, they’re really looking 
for much smaller prey: mice, 
moles, sometimes they might 
take up a rabbit (weighing in 
at 5 pounds), and that would 
probably be on the upper size 
of the limit.”

For those who do have a 
small pet they are concerned 
about, there’s a simple solu-
tion: accompanying your pet 
while it is outside will keep it 
safe.

“Keep it close to you if you 
are concerned and you see a 
hawk in the area. A hawk’s 
not going to swoop down 
5 feet in front of a human,” 
Gilbert said. “They’re afraid 
of us.”

If you are at a park or wild-
life area, keep your small pet 
on a short leash.

The animal kingdom 
poses other risks for pets. But 
again, they are comparatively 
smaller risks statistically.

Eagles are in all 88 Ohio 
counties, including Hancock. 
They tend to seek fish for 
their food, so eagles tend to 
concentrate near rivers and 
lakes. But they are scaven-
gers, so they will eat just 
about anything they can 
find, including roadkill, Gil-
bert said.

It is possible an eagle 
would pick up a small pet, 
but it is not probable, she said.

On rare occasions, dogs 
locally get attacked by a 
coyote.

“Coyotes, depending sort 
of on the circumstance, can be 
a predator. They hunt small 
animals, so they hunt things 
like squirrels and rabbits and 
moles and mice and basically 
anything that they can find,” 
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Courier file photo
A COOPER’S HAWK enjoys the sunshine from a perch 
near the intersection of Liberty and Hardin streets in this 
January 2020 file photo. The chances are small, but pet 
owners are advised to keep an eye on small dogs and cats, 
as a large bird could in fact carry them away. 

Evan Veychek and Hunter Rickett 
would like to “egg” your house this 
Easter.

But don’t worry. There aren’t any 
chicken eggs involved — just plastic 
ones, filled with candy.

Veychek and Ritter, both third-year 
pharmacy students at the University of 
Findlay, are helping the Easter Bunny 
by offering to spread candy-filled eggs 
around front yards for area children to 
enjoy. Their business is called Egg My 
House. Prices are $25 for 50 eggs deliv-
ered, $50 for 100 eggs, and $95 for 200 
eggs. A portion of the proceeds will be 
donated to the Findlay-Hancock County 
Public Library.

“Even if we have just a couple of 
dozen families sign up, we’re able to at 

least brighten those kids’ days,” said 
Veychek.

A native of near Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania, Veychek said he grew up attend-
ing large Easter egg hunts back home. 
When he later became involved in the 
Scouting program, Veycheck helped put 
on egg hunts for the younger ones.

Veychek said the idea for “egging” 
houses actually came from some of the 
churches around his hometown.

“A lot of the older people in the 
church would go out and make up the 
Easter eggs and drop them off at the 
houses where all the kids were. And 
then the kids wake up in the morning 
and they see all of the eggs out there 
and it’s just a really fun thing,” he said.

While the service is available back 

Easter eggers hatch 
local delivery plan
UF students to spread candy-filled cheer
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EVAN VEYCHEK (above), along with fellow University of Findlay pharmacy 
student Hunter Rickett, has hatched a business called Egg My House. For a fee, 
the company will deliver colorful, candy-filled eggs to local yards on Easter eve. 

IRS delays 
tax filing 
due date 
to May 17

Americans will be getting 
extra time to prepare their 
taxes. The Internal Revenue 
Service says it’s delaying the 
traditional tax filing deadline 
from April 15 until May 17.

The IRS announced the 
decision Wednesday and said 
it would provide further guid-
ance in the coming days. The 
move provides more breath-
ing room for taxpayers and 
the IRS alike to cope with 
changes brought on by the 
pandemic.

“The IRS wants to 
continue to do everything 
possible to help taxpayers 
navigate the unusual circum-
stances related to the pan-
demic, while also working on 
important tax administration 
responsibilities,” IRS Com-
missioner Chuck Rettig said 
in a statement.

The decision postpones 
when individual taxpayers 
must file their return and 
when their payment is due. 
The IRS said taxpayers who 
owe money would not face 
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