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Taking the PPE plunge

When COVID-19 hit, 
City Uniforms and Linen 
seized the moment.

T h e  “ b l u e - j e a n 
moment,” that is.

The textile rental 
business aggressively 
expanded its personal 
protective equipment 
supply toward the begin-
ning of the pandemic. 
This helped the company 
begin 2021 with a 26% 
growth report, and it’s 
why president and CEO 
Paul Kramer compared 
this “bellwether moment” 

to another one.
In 1978, Kramer 

worked at City Laundry 
and Dry Cleaning, the 
company his parents 
founded in 1944. But the 
company’s efforts to grow 
the business led the family 
to a buyer for Gap Stores, 
and a deal was made to 
prewash 100,000 pairs 
of blue jeans on a tight 
deadline.

The job stretched 
resources to the limit. The 
company had to rent some 
vacant buildings and hire 
40 employees to help the 

Company invests thousands to protect clients and its bottom line
By BOBBY WADDLE

ROBERTWADDLE@THECOURIER.COM

Photos by ROBERT WADDLE / The Courier
RICH KRAMER and Christina Friia (above, l-r) are shown with an advanced washing system at City Uniforms and 
Linen. The machine is called a continuous batch washing system and, depending on the product being processed, 
produces approximately 2,000 pounds of laundry per hour. Blue microfiber mops are shown below at City Uniforms and 
Linen. This reusable product has been cleaned, sanitized and packaged in shrink wrap, ready for delivery to customers.

83 active cases of virus in county
There are 83 active 

cases of coronavirus among 
Hancock County residents, 
according to information 
released by Hancock Public 
Health on Wednesday after-

noon.
An active case means the 

person is under quarantine 
or in isolation.

Since the pandemic 
began, the health depart-
ment has recorded 5,945 
cases of the virus in county 
residents.

A total of 413 county 
residents have been hos-
pitalized since the pan-
demic began, and two are 
currently hospitalized, the 
health department reports.

One additional death 
has been reported since 
Friday, making a total of 
110 county residents who 
have died of COVID-19.

For more on our area businesses, check out our 
special SNAPSHOT 2021 section in today’s paper!
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ONU students offer tax help

ADA — Ohio Northern Univer-
sity’s Volunteer Income Tax Assis-
tance (VITA) program is offering 
free, socially distanced income tax 
preparation for community members 
who make $57,000 or less annually.

“In turn, this service enables 
ONU’s Dicke College of Business 
Administration students to receive 
practical training with tax prepa-
ration software and interpersonal 
communication, and to become IRS-
certified to help prepare basic and 

intermediate tax 
returns,” states an 
ONU press release. 
“Students also gain 
experience in iden-
tifying and helping 
clients claim spe-
cial credits such as 
the Earned Income 
Tax Credit, Child 
Tax Credit and 

Credit for the Elderly, which can sig-
nificantly influence filing outcomes.”

Services include offering gen-
eral filing guidance, completing tax 

returns for individuals, and e-filing 
those returns with the IRS.

Dexter Woods, business profes-
sor and VITA site coordinator, said 
the service is open to anyone within 
the income guidelines, regardless of 
where they live.

Woods said the students get to 
work not only on their accounting 
and business knowledge, but on oral 
communication skills. And, he said, 
“they learn to think on their feet.”

Most of the students are studying 
accounting and are required to take 
a tax class.

“We always want students to 
be able to apply their knowledge,” 

Open to anyone within income guidelines
By SARA ARTHURS

SARAARTHURS@THECOURIER.COM

Woods
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Pancake Day 
not going flat 

in 2021
Signature fundraiser returns 
as drive-thru event, 5K race

For more than 60 years, 
Pancake Day has been a tra-
dition for the Kiwanis Club 
of Findlay.

The annual event sees 
club members flipping pan-
cakes and frying up sausage 
to feed hordes of hungry 
customers while raising 
funds to support the youth 
of Hancock County.

Following its absence in 
2020 due to the pandemic, 
Pancake Day returns this 
year for its 63rd offering 
— with a few changes. 
The event is planned from 
8 a.m. to noon June 5 as a 
drive-thru meal at Findlay 
High School. A Flapjack 5K 
is also being held.

Club member Brian 
Beall, who is co-chairing 
the event with Sarah Clevi-
dence, said the drive-thru 
is one step closer to getting 
things back to normal after 
last year.

“We understand that 
some people used to come 
for the ambiance and to 
reconnect or to connect. 
We can’t quite offer that, 
but we’re still counting on 

the community,” said Beall. 
“And hopefully this is the 
first and only drive-thru 
version of it.”

A major change is the 
timing. Instead of the tradi-
tional March date, Pancake 
Day has been moved back 
to June.

Looking at different 
venues, Clevidence said 
club members weren’t find-
ing anything that quite 
matched their needs like 
Findlay High School had in 
the past.

“But Findlay High 
School, of course, couldn’t 
let us come in during the 
school year because they 
have all the COVID pro-
cedures. So what if we do 
it right after school’s out? 
And thank goodness, Find-
lay High School said yes,” 
she said.

Club members are famil-
iar with that kitchen, and 
the school allows them to 
store some of their equip-
ment and supplies there 
from year to year.

Because of continued 
concerns about COVID-19, 
the club decided the only 
safe way to offer the meal 

By JEANNIE 
WILEY WOLF
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Courier file photo
COLIN EARL mans the griddle at the 2019 Pancake Day. 
After canceling its signature fundraiser in 2020, the Kiwanis 
Club of Findlay will present the event as a drive-thru 
function in June. A corresponding 5K is also being planned.

10 Ohioans charged in Capitol riot

COLUMBUS — Two 
Ohio men are among the 
latest people to be charged 
in connection with the 
deadly Jan. 6 insurrection 
at the U.S Capitol after 
being identified by family 
and acquaintances to the 
FBI, according to U.S. Dis-
trict Court documents.

Derek Jancart, 39, and 
Alexander Sheppard, 21, 
join the eight other Ohioans 
accused of accompanying a 
mob of supporters of former 
President Donald Trump as 
they smashed their way into 

By FARNOUSH AMIRI
REPORT FOR AMERICA/ 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Via the AP
IN THIS IMAGE taken from video footage released in a criminal complaint by the 
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, Alexander Sheppard, center, joins 
other rioters who stormed the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6. Sheppard, of Ohio, was arrested 
Tuesday in connection with the deadly insurrection.

See ONU, A2

See RIOT, A2

See PANCAKE, A2

See PPE, A2


