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Area drives 
offer 

chance to 
donate

Upcoming area 
blood donation oppor-
tunities include:

• Wednesday — 
First Presbyterian 
Church, 2330 S. Main 
St., 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

• Thursday — 
Ottawa Volunteer 
Fire Department, 850 
N. Agner St., Ottawa, 
noon to 6 p.m.

• Friday — Find-
lay Knights of Colum-
bus, 701 W. Main 
Cross St., noon to 
6 p.m.; John Stew-
art United Method-
ist Church, 130 W. 
Johnson St., Upper 
Sandusky, 12:30-5:30 
p.m.

• June 29 — 
ProMedica Fostoria 
Community Hospi-
tal, 501 Van Buren 
St., Fostoria, noon 
to 5:30 p.m.; Ottawa 
Knights of Colum-
bus, 10760 Road H, 
Ottawa, noon to 6 
p.m.

• June 30 — Find-
lay Family YMCA, 
300 E. Lincoln St., 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Red Cross 
seeks out 

donors amid 
shortage

Blood supply 
sinks after 

pandemic year

While your summer 
to-do list may include going 
for a swim, planning a 
picnic and taking vacation, 
the American Red Cross 
hopes you’ll also make time 
to donate blood.

Summer is traditionally 
the time of year when the 
Red Cross sees a signifi-
cant drop in blood dona-
tions. But the need is even 
greater this year, said Todd 
James, executive director 
of American Red Cross of 
North Central Ohio.

“It’s the perfect storm,” 
he said. “I’ve used that anal-
ogy a few times. It’s really 
the perfect storm of condi-
tions have come together to 
put us in this severe short-
age.”

That shortage comes 
as the number of trauma 
cases, organ transplants 
and elective surgeries rise 
— and deplete the nation’s 
blood inventory.

“We also see a decrease 
in donors who give regu-
larly throughout the year 
not giving in the summer 
because of vacations and 
school being out,” said 
James.

Right now, hospitals are 
responding to an atypically 
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Fire chief continues life of service

A R L I N G T O N  — 
Arlington Volunteer Fire 
Chief Allan Latta, who 
turns 70 on July 4, will 
retire on June 30.

As chief only.
After June 30, Latta 

will soldier on as a regu-
lar firefighter, working 
during the daytime when 
volunteer firefighters are 
harder to come by. He 
also will mentor younger 
firefighters.

“I’m not ready to give 
it up,” he said. “But, the 
bottom line is, I think it’s 
time to let other guys grow. 
You’ve got to let other guys 
grow. So, it’s time to let 
other guys grow.”

Latta will surrender the 
reins to Assistant Chief 
Terry Huffman on July 1. 
The Arlington Fire Depart-
ment covers not only the 
village, but also Madison 
Township and parts of 
Eagle and Jackson town-
ships.

This latest chapter in 
Latta’s firefighting career 
fits with the rest of his 

career and life. He came 
from a firefighting family. 
His father, Walter, was a 
volunteer firefighter and 

became chief of the Pleas-
ant-Portage-McComb Fire 
Department. As a youth, 
Allan Latta was an Eagle 

Scout.
“I always grew up as 

community service,” he 
said. “Face it, the volunteer 

Fire Department is a com-

munity service.”

Even in 
retirement, 
Latta helps 
volunteers grow

A R L I N GTO N
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ARLINGTON VOLUNTEER Fire Department Chief Allen Latta stands in front of a department truck. Latta will retire 
on June 30 after 27 years as chief, but he will continue serving as a regular firefighter, mentoring younger volunteers.

Ale Trail taps into local brewery scene

Beginning this past weekend, 
29 local breweries from north-
west Ohio have joined together 
with Destination Toledo to form 
the 419 Ale Trail, which stretches 
from Toledo to Wapakoneta. Sev-
eral local breweries, including the 
Findlay Brewing Company and the 
UrbanWoody Brewery of Fostoria, 
are included on the trail.

Other nearby breweries on the 
trail include Carey Brewing Sta-
tion, Laird Arcade Brewery of 
Tiffin, Findlay CRAFTed Nano 
Brewery and Modcraft Brewing.

Tiffani Aurand, co-owner of 
Fostoria’s UrbanWoody Brewery, 
believes the event will draw people 

to different communities they may 
not usually visit.

“The potential for the city of 
Fostoria from this trail is unlim-
ited, especially as the downtown 
continues to be revitalized and 
new storefronts are opened,” 
Aurand said. “I have had two bus 
companies reach out to me already 
to schedule a time to stop by the 
brewery while following the trail.”

The event began on Friday, 
June 18, and runs until June 17, 
2022. People who visit and check 
in at 5, 10, 20, 25 or all 29 brewer-
ies will be entered for a Brewery 
Prize Package. Prize packages will 
be awarded to 20 passholders who 
make it to at least five stops, full 
of brewery merchandise like gift 
certificates and growlers.

Additionally, those who com-
plete the trail of all 29 breweries 
will be entered into a grand prize 

Nearby towns 
also included
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Graphic provided
THIS MAP SHOWS all of the breweries on the 419 Ale Trail, courtesy of 
the trail’s website.

Budget blocks cities 
from taxing plastic bags

COLUMBUS — The 
Ohio Senate slid into its 
state budget proposal a 
provision to make perma-
nent a temporary ban that 
blocks cities from taxing 
the use of plastic grocery 
bags.

Ohio Republicans since 
at least 2018 have tried to 
short-circuit cities from 
restricting the use of dis-
posable, plastic grocery 
bags.

Last year, Gov. Mike 
DeWine signed into law 
House Bill 242, a tempo-
rary, one-year ban on cities 
from taxing what the law 
defines as “auxiliary con-
tainers:” bags, cans, cups, 

containers, kegs, bottles or 
other single-use packaging 
designed to consume or 
transport food.

The Senate budget 
would make permanent 
this ban, which is set to 
expire in January 2022.

Several Ohio govern-
ments have moved to 
limit plastic bag use over 
the past few years. For 
instance:

• Cuyahoga County 
banned retailers from pro-
viding disposable plastic 
bags at checkout — they 
may still provide recy-
clable paper bags and sell 
reusable bags.

• Cincinnati restricted 
grocery stores, restau-
rants, and similar estab-

lishments from providing 
single-use plastic bags. 
They must charge at least 
five cents for any custom-
ers who fail to bring reus-
able bags.

• Bexley banned retail-
ers from using disposable 
plastic bags. In 2022, the 
city’s ban on non-recycla-
ble or non-compostable 
plastic or Styrofoam con-
tainers, silverware and 
straws commences as well.

HB 242 delayed imple-
mentation of these propos-
als. The Senate budget 
would kill them outright.

At least 125 jurisdic-
tions in 22 states have 
already adopted some 
form of control over the 
distribution of single-use 
carryout bags, according 
to legislative testimony 
last year from the Sierra 

Proposal includes provision to 
make temporary ban permanent
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A PEDESTRIAN CARRIES a plastic bag in Philadelphia.
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