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Nearly 25K residents completed vaccine

A total of 27,916 Hancock 
County residents have received 
at least one dose of COVID-19 

vaccine. That is 36.84% of the 
county’s population.

And 24,829 people, or 32.76% 
of the county’s population, have 
received all needed doses. The 
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines each 

involve two doses, while the John-
son & Johnson vaccine consists of 
just one dose. A person is consid-
ered fully vaccinated two weeks 
after receiving their final dose.

The Hancock County residents 

who have received all needed doses 
include: 2,525 people 80 and older; 
1,722 people 75 to 79; 2,485 people 
70 to 74; 2,844 people 65 to 69; 

H A N C O C K  C O U N T Y

By SARA ARTHURS
SARAARTHURS@THECOURIER.COM

DORA pours life into downtown

The opening weekend 
for the city of Findlay’s Des-
ignated Outdoor Refresh-
ment Area, or DORA, 
which coincided with the 
return of ArtWalk to down-
town Findlay, appears to 
have been a success.

“ArtWalk returned to 
downtown Findlay for the 
first time in over a year, due 
to COVID-19. The event 
drew many local artists to 
various locations through-
out downtown and was well 
attended by the community 
in conjunction with the 
start of DORA,” said Dani-
elle Wilkin, community 
relations and development 
manager for Visit Findlay.

A DORA is a specific 
area in which alcoholic 
beverages may be sold by 

licensed liquor establish-
ments for outdoor consump-
tion. Patrons can enter one 
of 18 local establishments 
inside the DORA and order 
an alcoholic beverage in a 
designated cup. They can 
then travel freely between 
establishments inside the 
DORA boundaries.

In Findlay, the boundar-
ies are from Center Street 
to Lima Street and from 
Putnam Street to Factory 
Street. Hours are between 
11 a.m. and 11 p.m. daily.

Colorful DORA decals 
on businesses and signage 
throughout downtown will 
provide guidance on where 
patrons can purchase, con-
sume and dispose of bever-
ages.

“The DORA opening 
weekend went wonder-
fully. To my knowledge, we 

had no issues with trash, 
police calls, or the like,” 
Mayor Christina Muryn 
said Monday. “Based on the 
feedback from participating 
establishments, I believe it 
went well and it will only 
get better as our businesses 
and community gets used 
to it.”

Joseph Rowan, the 
owner of Vivir Modern 
Mexican, 119 E. Crawford 
Street, said the opening 
went great.

“We had to roll with 
the punches in certain 
instances to adapt to the 
influx of customers, we 
feel we accomplished that 
quickly,” he said. “We felt it 
added a liberating energy to 
downtown on the weekend, 
and it was great seeing so 
many people enjoy them-
selves doing it.”

The Findlay Brewing 
Co., 213 E. Crawford St., 
had a similar experience 
over the weekend. Sarah 
Foltz, taproom manager 
and event coordinator 
for the brewery, said the 
DORA opener went well.

“We loved being able to 
offer an option for custom-
ers to enjoy our craft beer 
and other beverages while 
they waited for a table or 
enjoyed ArtWalk through-
out downtown Findlay,” 
Foltz said. “Weekends like 
what we just had made 
DORA so beneficial for 
downtown establishments 
and customers. Between 
ArtWalk, college gradu-
ation ceremonies in and 
around Findlay, tourna-
ments and more, we had 
many new visitors in our 
area.”

Foltz also pointed out 
that many of the downtown 

Findlay more lively during opening weekend
By DENISE GRANT

DENISEGRANT@THECOURIER.COM 

KEVIN BEAN / The Courier
A MAN CARRIES a drink through the Designated 
Outdoor Refreshment Area, or DORA, during its debut 
on Friday. A DORA is a specific area in which  alcoholic 
beverages may be sold by licensed liquor establishments 
for outdoor consumption.
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Flooded 
Findlay
Vehicles navigate high water 
on Ohio 568 on Monday 
afternoon (above), after 
Findlay received over an inch 
of rain Sunday. The National 
Weather Service, Cleveland, 
issued a flood warning for 
Blanchard River and Eagle 
Creek Monday morning, 
forecasting that both would 
flood later in the afternoon. 
Additionally, a frost 
advisory is in effect through 
8 a.m. today. At left, flood 
water spills over Hemphill 
Boulevard near Riverside 
Park.

New gazebo brings 
back memories

BLUFFTON — A rep-
lica gazebo from Bluffton’s 
past is back on Main Street.

The congregation of 
Bluf f ton Presbyterian 
Church has erected a new 
pavilion on the church 
grounds. The Rev. Karol 
Farris Shilling said there 
are stories that a similar 
structure once stood in the 
side yard.

“There is a postcard 
image that some say there’s 
a gazebo in there,” she said, 
referring to an old colorized 
postcard of the church. “I’m 

not 100% sure, but it’s a 
nice idea.”

The new 20-by-20-foot 
octagonal structure was 
funded with a bequest from 
Bob and Mary Barnett, 
longtime church members 
and Bluffton residents, said 
Farris Shilling.

Prior to her appoint-
ment at the church, Farris 
Shilling said the congrega-
tion had discussed building 
some type of structure on 
the lawn.

“There was a proposal 
of a couple different types 
of things. I guess it just 
wasn’t the right time and 

Recently built gathering place a 
nod to fabled former structure

B LU F F TO N

By JEANNIE
WILEY WOLF

JEANNIEWOLF@THECOURIER.COM
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THE REV. KAROL Farris Shilling is shown in the new 
gazebo at Bluffton Presbyterian Church. The gazebo is 
meant to replicate one that stood on the church ground 
many years ago and was funded by a bequest from 
longtime church members Bob and Mary Barnett.
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