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Congress approves virus relief bill

WASHINGTON — A 
Congress riven along party 
lines approved the land-
mark $1.9 trillion COVID-
19 relief bill Wednesday, 
as President Joe Biden 
and Democrats claimed a 
major triumph on legisla-
tion marshaling the gov-
ernment’s spending might 
against twin pandemic and 
economic crises that have 
upended a nation.

The House gave final 
congressional approval to 
the sweeping package by a 
near party line 220-211 vote 
precisely seven weeks after 
Biden entered the White 
House and four days after 
the Senate passed the bill. 

Republicans in both cham-
bers opposed the legislation 
unanimously, characteriz-
ing it as bloated, crammed 
with liberal policies and 
heedless of signs the crises 
are easing.

“Help is here,” Biden 
tweeted moments after the 
roll call, which ended with 
applause from Democratic 
lawmakers. Biden said he’d 
sign the measure Friday.

Most noticeable to many 
Americans are provisions 
providing up to $1,400 
direct payments this year 
to most adults and extend-
ing $300 weekly emergency 
unemployment benefits into 
early September. But the 
legislation goes far beyond 
that.

The measure addresses 

Democrats’  campaign 
promises and Biden’s top 
initial priority of easing a 
one-two punch that first 
hit the country a year ago. 
Since then, many Ameri-
cans have been relegated 
to hermit-like lifestyles 
in their homes to avoid a 
disease that’s killed over 
525,000 people — about 
the population of Wichita, 
Kansas — and plunged 
the economy to its deep-
est depths since the Great 
Depression.

“Today we have a deci-
sion to make of tremendous 
consequence,” said House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
D-Calif., “a decision that 
will make a difference for 

Biden to sign $1.9T measure Friday
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HOUSE SPEAKER Nancy Pelosi of Calif., and Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer of 
N.Y., celebrate after signing the $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief bill, during an enrollment 
ceremony on Capitol Hill, Wednesday in Washington.

Ohio House 
passes bill to 
limit health 

orders
COLUMBUS (AP) — 

Republican lawmakers’ 
latest in a yearlong attempt 
to rein in Ohio Gov. Mike 
DeWine’s authority to issue 
public health orders during 
the pandemic passed 
Wednesday in the House 
and faces a likely veto by 
the governor.

A bill that would allow 
lawmakers to rescind public 
health orders issued by 
the governor or the Ohio 
Department of Health was 
fast-tracked out of com-
mittee one year to the day 
from when the coronavirus 
pandemic began in Ohio 
and moved onto the House 
floor where it passed on 
party lines.

“This body has given the 
administrative branch of 
government a lot of power, 
and it’s time to review 
that power and it’s time 
to review it now,” Republi-
can Rep. Scott Wiggam, a 
supporter of the bill, said 
before its passing.

Wiggam and the major-
ity of his GOP colleagues 
have reiterated how the 
actions that were taken 
by DeWine and the health 
department over the past 
year have been overreach-
ing and detrimental to the 
freedom of Ohioans.

In recent committee 
hearings, GOP lawmakers 
made several changes to the 
Senate bill that would close 
loopholes for future gover-
nors and local boards of 
health to issue emergency 
orders.

Gun sales rise at rapid-fire rate

Gun purchases from 
Findlay dealers have sky-
rocketed in the 12 months 
since the pandemic struck.

The run has been so 
intense for so long that 
dealers have had trouble 
keeping up with demand.

“We’re cleaned out 
of most of our guns and 
our ammunition is very 
skimpy. Normally our 
racks are full and right 
now, we’ve probably got, 
I would say, 30% of what 
we normally carry,” said 
Neal Kathrens, assistant 
manager of Buffalo Trad-
ing Co. “Everything we’ve 
got is on display. We don’t 
have any backup stock.”

TNT Firearms also 
saw an “extremely” huge 
increase in sales over the 
past year. Only now are 
sales slowing down, and 
that’s because “we don’t 
have the inventory to sell,” 
said Amy Weber, co-owner 
of TNT Firearms.

But the demand is still 
strong: “It’s nonstop phone 
calls on ammunition,” she 
said.

So TNT places orders 
for people, but they have a 
long wait. 

Suppliers “are telling 

us it will be at least a year 
before we’re going to be 
stocked back up,” Weber 
said.

The run on guns in 
Findlay and around the 
nation is driven by fear.

“Everybody is stocking 
up because they’re afraid 
they’re going to get their 
guns taken away from 
them,” Kathrens said. 
“They’re afraid people 
are going to start break-
ing into houses and doing 
crazy things, so every-
body’s arming themselves 
to the teeth.”

Weber cited multiple 
factors fanning the fear.

“This industry is run 
by politicians and if people 
get scared. So you have the 
COVID, then you had the 
riots and then you had an 
election year,” Weber said. 
“And then the Democrats 
have got in office, so then 
this industry stays busy 
when the Democrats are 
in office. But the problem 
is, they just can’t keep up. 
And now because there’s 
so many gun owners.”

Weber and Kathrens 
are on target, said Robert 
J. Spitzer, distinguished 
professor at State Univer-
sity of New York.

Spitzer,  who has 
authored five books on gun 
policy, including “The Pol-
itics of Gun Control,” said 
the pandemic brought a 
deep sense of insecurity 
and uncertainty nation-
wide.

“For some Americans, 
when they feel insecure, 
their impulse is to get 
a gun because they find 
it comforting for some 

reason,” Spitzer said. “Not 
most Americans, obvi-
ously, but that kind of sets 
the stage, I think, for part 
of the uptick in gun sales.”

The government ’s 
uncertainty last year in 
how to deal with the pan-
demic further fueled the 
sense of insecurity, he 
said, which further fueled 
gun buying. The rise in the 
Black Lives Matter move-
ment further scared some 
people.

Local dealers 
struggle to 
keep up with 
the demand
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AMY WEBER, co-owner of TNT Firearms, is surrounded by a sparsely stocked gun rack behind her and empty 
ammunition shelves to the side. TNT Firearms and other local gun dealers have been challenged to keep up with 
frantic gun buyers over the past year.

Americans and guns: A 
complex relationship

America’s attraction 
to guns is shot through 
with fear, suspicion 
of authority, political 
expression and mythol-
ogy, said an expert on 

gun policy and politics.
It ’s an attraction 

that has proven fatal 
at times. Though the 
United States’ overall 
crime rates are compa-
rable with those of other 
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Prom celebrations to return
Schools make plans for limited meals, dancing with face masks

Prom, that springtime rite of 
passage for high school upper-
classmen, is poised to make a 
return this year, with most area 
schools making plans for the cel-
ebration.

While local school districts 

found ways to make sure the Class 
of 2020 was recognized at gradu-
ation, the COVID-19 pandemic 
nixed prom plans for students — 
and their proud parents — last 
year.

Most schools are now operat-
ing on a full-time schedule, or are 
set to make the return soon. This 
has school spirit running high, and 

plans to promenade are underway. 
This year’s formal attire, how-

ever, will most likely include face-
masks. Social distancing will also 
likely be required on the dance 
floor.

“Vanlue is planning to move 
forward with a prom this spring. 
We will continue to monitor what 
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PROM SEASON will return to our 
area this spring.
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