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DeWine extends curfew, buys 2M home tests

COLUMBUS — Gov. 
Mike DeWine will extend 
the state’s curfew, which 
was due to expire Saturday.

During his Thursday 
press briefing, the gover-
nor said that with the state 
seeing a “very high level” of 
coronavirus cases, it would 
be premature to end the 10 
p.m. to 5 a.m. curfew, par-
ticularly with the new, more 
contagious virus strain 
becoming more of a threat.

A DeWine aide, in an 
email after the press event, 
said the date to which the 

curfew was being extended 
had not yet been decided.

DeWine also announced 
that the state is purchasing 
at least 2 million BinaxNow 
rapid antigen tests that 
Ohioans can self-administer 
at home, in a partnership 
with Abbott Laboratories 
and eMed. Through eMed’s 
telehealth services, patients 
will be guided by a proctor 
and can get results within 
minutes.

The state used $50 mil-
lion in CARES Act funding 
to purchase the tests, and 
is doing so because local 
health departments around 
the state have asked for 
more rapid tests, DeWine 
said. Local health depart-
ments are being asked to 
make the tests widely avail-
able, but the state is giving 
them flexibility in how to 

set their priorities, with 
some communities empha-
sizing making tests avail-
able to first responders and 
others focusing on schools.

DeWine said he told the 
Biden administration, “The 
biggest thing we need is 
more vaccine.”

In response to a ques-
tion about whether parents 
of immunocompromised 
children could get vacci-
nated to reduce the likeli-
hood of spreading the virus, 
DeWine said “almost every 
plea to us” has been “very 
well thought out,” and 
people make a good case. 
But the challenge is that, 
if the state makes the vac-
cine available to one group, 
that means someone else 
can’t get vaccinated. He 
described making these 

State sees spike 
in COVID-19 
cases again

By SARA ARTHURS
STAFF WRITER

Most counties remain red, including Hancock

Hancock County and all 
the counties surrounding 
it remain red in the state’s 
color-coded public health 

advisory system related to 
the coronavirus pandemic.

The entire state is red 
except for four orange coun-
ties — Hocking, Monroe, 
Vinton and Gallia — and 

one purple county: Hamil-
ton.

Hancock County met two 
of the state’s seven indica-
tors used to determine the 
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Wintery whitecap
Part of Shank Lake, at Oakwoods Nature Preserve, 
is frozen over Thursday. More cold weather, minus 
Thursday’s sunshine, is forecast for today.

Owens continues 
president search
College aims 
to have new 
leader installed 
by July 1

Owens Community Col-
lege is now accepting appli-
cations for its next president 
– and, in the meantime, 
the current interim presi-
dent said faculty, staff and 
board members have made 
it a “very easy transition.”

After previous president 
Steve Robinson left Owens 
to become president of 
Lansing Community Col-
lege in Michigan, Owens’ 
board appointed Bill Balzer, 
Ph.D., as interim president 
for a year. Board chair-
woman Mary Beth Ham-
mond said one reason the 
college took this approach 
was so leaders could take 

their time to search for the 
next president, given that 
the coronavirus pandemic 
may complicate the search.

Balzer is on a one-year 
leave of 
a b s e n c e 
f r o m 
B owl i ng 
G r e e n 
State Uni-
v e r s i t y , 
where he 
i s  v i c e 
president 
for faculty 
a f f a i r s 
and strategic initiatives.

Hammond said Owens 
has always had a good part-
nership with BGSU — as 
well as other area universi-
ties including the Univer-
sity of Findlay — and is 
now strengthening that 
partnership. (Balzer is not 
involved in the presidential 
search and plans to return 
to BGSU at the end of the 
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Balzer

A hay day for brothers

JENERA — Two Jen-
era-area brothers have 
put their hay and straw 
farming business on the 
national map with a mix of 
old-fashioned hard work, 

hustle and new technology.
Miles and Caleb von 

Stein fetched first place in 
the Forage Spokesperson 
Competition this month 
with a presentation of their 
operation at the contest in 
Savannah, Georgia.

But even apart from the 
affirmation of achievement 
endowed by the trophy, the 
von Steins have a Hercu-
lean accomplishment in 
their 10-year-old business.

The hay business is hard 
work, said Gary Wilson, 
former Hancock County 
Extension agent. Wilson is 
also a farmer, who special-
izes in forages, like hay.

“Lot of handling, a lot 
of lifting, a lot of stacking 
and moving bales,” Wilson 

said. Much of that work is 
done in 100-degree heat in 
a barn in summer.

“It sounds crazy (but) 
we always enjoyed baling, 
even though it’s hard work 
and it’s always hot because 
you’re doing it in the 
middle of summer,” Miles 
von Stein said. “Even if it’s 
hard work, it pays decent 
if you do a good job at it.”

Their father, Dennis, 
also farms, raising corn, 
soybeans and wheat.

“We saw that as an in, 
to stay on the farm,” Miles 
said. “Farming is in our 
blood, so we wanted some 
part of it.”

The von Steins have 
made big investments 
to automate some of the 
work, ensure their hay 
and straw are top qual-
ity, and to grow the busi-
ness. They started with 
just a few acres, and now 

have 155 acres for hay and 
about 800 acres for straw. 
The enterprise has grown 
from producing 5,000 
bales its first year to now 
producing 70,000 bales of 
hay and straw per year. But 
even with automation, the 
enterprise involves much 
work — even by farming 
standards.

“It’s one thing that’s just 
not plant and wait ’til har-
vest,” Wilson said. “This is 
work and management all 
the way through. So that’s 
why a lot of people don’t do 
it anymore.”

Hay is cut from the field 
four times a year, typically 
in early June, July, August 
and September.

“It consumes all of June, 
July, August and most of 
September,” Miles von 
Stein said: Mowing, ted-
ding (spreading out the 

Jenera-area duo cultivates an 
award-winning straw business

By LOU WILIN
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JENERA-AREA BROTHERS Miles and Caleb von Stein have found success — and national accolades — with their 
niche business, Von Stein Hay & Straw.
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