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EDITOR’S NOTE: This is one of 
a series of Saturday profiles of area 
residents and their stories. To sug-
gest a profile, contact features editor 
Burton Cole at bcole@tribtoday.com 
or metro editor Marly Reichert at 
mkosinski@tribtoday.com.

By SEAN BARRON 
Correspondent 

STRUTHERS — Margaret Rosen 
may have had decades of practice in 
preparing her brand of pizzelles for 
family members, friends, neighbors 
and others, but it’s a safe bet that 
her real legacy is found in a loving 
tradition she helped cultivate and 
carry on. 

“We eat first and we eat down-
stairs. Then we sing,” Rosen, 92, 
said in describing the first leg of a 
beloved Christmas Eve tradition 
she and her late husband, Carl, be-
gan at their modest Cape Cod home 
for a family that has grown to 43 
members. 

“They all come — rain, snow, 
shine or slippery ice, whatever it 
takes,” she added. 

Those who attend the annual fun-
fests are Rosen’s seven children and 

their spouses, 17 grandchildren and 
12 great-grandchildren.

Because of the ongoing health 
pandemic, however, the family was 
unable to meet at Rosen’s home in 
December. Instead, her son Robert 
Rosen of Cuyahoga Falls did the 
next best thing by making a 45-min-
ute video that begins with snapshots 
of Margaret Rosen’s seven children 
in the 1960s, soon after the tradition 
had started. The footage then jumps 
to last month’s virtual interludes 
of individual family members who 
submitted clips in which they share 
thoughts and memories with one 
another.

Rosen moved to the Mahoning 
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Margaret Rosen, 92, talks about her family’s Christmas Eve gath-
erings that include her seven children and their spouses, 17 grand-
children and 12 great-grandchildren. If it’s safe enough to do so, all 
43 plan to have a Christmas in July celebration July 25 at Rosen’s 
home. Pizzelles will be involved. 

All she kneads is love
Struthers matriarch bakes up delicacies, legacy

See Knead, A3

“When you’re with 

her, all of your 

problems melt away. 

She’s 100 percent 

unconditional love.” 
— Katie Balestra,                               

Margaret Rosen’s granddaughter

By ED RUNYAN
Staff writer

YOUNGSTOWN — LeTricia Jones 
of Youngstown has lost three sons to vi-
olence in the city since 1993, the latest 
being John A. Pettiford III, 34, who was 
shot to death Jan. 2 — one of the first 
two homicides of the new year.

John, whom she called Bingo, came 
to visit her every day and also visited 
his two children “every day,” she said.

But on the afternoon of Jan. 2, he was 
found shot inside his car after it crashed 

into another vehicle at Wirt Street and 
Delaware Avenue on the North Side.

Capt. Rod Foley of the Youngstown 
Police Department said Monday detec-
tives think Pettiford was shot some-
where else, but police had no leads in 
the case and asked for the public’s help.

Jones said the police have told her 
nothing yet, so she doesn’t know what 
led up to his death.

She said Bingo focused on family and 
got some good advice from his brother, 
Larry Jones Carter, before Larry was 
shot to death in 2006 during a pee-wee 

football game at South High School. 
Anthony Caulton of Youngstown was 
sentenced to 18 years to life for that 
crime.

Larry told Bingo, “‘You’ve got two 
kids. You be in their life.’ And that’s 
what he was,” Jones said. “Bingo was 
in his kids’ life every day. He was one 
of them ones that tried to teach his kids 
right from wrong.”

The other son who was murdered 
was Nick Carter, who was shot to death 

“I just want these kids to stop shooting each other and get together with your kids,

your mother, your father, your uncle, whoever raised you and be in their lives instead

of being out there running around with guns.”

— LeTricia Jones of Youngstown 
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LeTricia Jones of Youngstown is shown in a photo 
with her son, John Pettiford III, whom she called 
Bingo. He was murdered Jan. 2 in the city, the 
second homicide in the city in the first two days 
of the new year.

Murdered man’s mom pleads: Put 
down your guns; pick up your kids

See Pleads, A3

By ASHLEY FOX
Staff writer

POLAND — Twin 25-year-old 
brothers Max and Zac Prizant 
kicked off the start of their journey 
in handcuffs.

Starting in San Fransisco on 
the Golden Gate Bridge, Zac said 
the brothers — who grew up in 
Poland — were placed in handcuffs. 
Police said they were on a no-pedes-
trian portion of the structure and 
were taken to their relief vehicle, a 
camper.

They hit the pavement at 6:30 
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Twin brothers Zac, left, and Max Prizant pose at the Brooklyn Bridge on New Year’s 
Eve after embarking on a 3,000-mile journey by foot across country to raise money 
for Heart to Heart International.See Twins, A10

Twins’ 
tale
Poland natives’  
generosity leads   
to donation at home

By JILL COLVIN and ZEKE MILLER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump said 
Friday he will skip President-elect Joe Biden’s inau-
guration, refusing to fulfill the outgoing president’s 
traditional role in the peaceful transition of power 
and undercutting his own message just one day ear-
lier on the need for “national healing and unity.”

Trump, who has not appeared in public since a 
violent mob besieged the Capitol on Wednesday and 
tried to halt the transfer of power, will be the first 
incumbent president since Andrew Johnson not to 
attend his successor’s inauguration.

Biden said he was just fine with that, calling it 
“one of the few things we have ever agreed on.”

“It’s a good thing him not showing up,” he added, 
calling the president an ”embarrassment” to the na-
tion and unworthy of the office. 

Traditionally, the incoming and outgoing 
presidents ride to the U.S. Capitol together on 
Inauguration Day for the ceremony, a visible mani-
festation of the smooth change of leadership.

Biden will become president at noon on Jan. 20 

Trump to skip 
swearing-in
President-elect is fine with that

SPORTS: Youngstown 
State’s women’s bas-
ketball team is three 
games into its season 
and an issue already 
has become evident — 
turnovers, B1

COVID-19: With Ohio 
set to start a second 
group of people getting 
vaccinations on Jan . 
19, the state is slow to 
give doses to those in 
the first phase, A2

BUSINESS: Two area 
companies have bought 
warehouse space in 
Austintown, B10


