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INDIANAPOLIS — The former em-
ployee who shot and killed eight people 
at a FedEx facility in Indianapolis was 
interviewed by FBI agents last year, af-
ter his mother called police to say that 
her son might commit “suicide by cop,” 
the bureau said Friday. 

Coroners released the names of the 
victims late Friday, a little less than 24 
hours after the latest mass shooting to 
rock the U.S. Four of them were mem-
bers of Indianapolis’ Sikh communi-
ty. The attack was another blow to the 
Asian American community a month 
after six people of Asian descent were 
killed in a mass shooting in the Atlanta 
area and amid ongoing attacks against 
Asian Americans during the coronavi-
rus pandemic. 

The Marion County Coroner’s 

office identified the dead 
as Matthew R. Alexander, 
32; Samaria Blackwell, 
19; Amarjeet Johal, 66; 
Jaswinder Kaur, 64; 
Jaswinder Singh, 68; 
Amarjit Sekhon, 48; 
Karli Smith, 19; and John 
Weisert, 74. 

The shooter was iden-
tified as Brandon Scott Hole, 19, of 

See Union, A3
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By DAVID SKOLNICK
Staff writer

YOUNGSTOWN — City Law 
Director Jeff Limbian said no prog-
ress was made during a nearly two-
hour meeting with the attorney for 
the Chill-Can project’s developer.

“Nothing new was brought to 
the table,” Limbian said of Friday’s 
meeting. “The expectation by them 
was to ask the city how to resolve 
this so they can have more time 
to make the right things happen. 
We’ve already given them time. We 
asked for solutions, and it doesn’t 

seem like those solu-
tions are going to 
come.”

Limbian and 
Joseph Houser, an at-
torney hired by the 
city, met with Brian 
Kopp, an attorney 
representing Mitchell 
Joseph and his com-

pany, M.J. Joseph Development 
Corp., which owns the Chill-Can 
property on the city’s East Side.

“My client is committed to this 
project, but whether the differenc-
es with the city can be resolved is 

yet to be determined,” Kopp said. 
In a March 29 certified letter, 

the city informed Joseph he had 
60 days to construct a number of 
buildings and hire about 150 work-
ers or it would file a lawsuit.

That lawsuit could seek to get 
back $1.5 million in water and 
wastewater funds given to the com-
pany, as well as repeal a 10-year tax 
abatement and about $400,000 the 
city paid to purchase 15 properties 
for the project. The lawsuit  also 
could seek to take ownership of the 
land.

Joseph said in a Wednesday 

written statement: “Time is need-
ed to complete the construction 
phase of the Youngstown complex 
and hire Valley residents so that 
we may begin to manufacture and 
distribute product.”

Limbian said Friday: “There 
clearly won’t be those jobs in the 
next year or so, and I assume we’ll 
be in court sooner rather than 
later.”

The 60 days are up May 28.
“Mr. Kopp is going back to 

Mitchell Joseph and see if there’s a 
way to resolve this,” Limbian said. 
“But we don’t expect anything to 
move so that we don’t end up in 
court.”

Sides frosty in Chill-Can talks
City attorney says no progress made in discussions
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The United Auto Workers union is 
calling on General Motors to pay full 
union wages at electric vehicle battery 
factories, thrusting what had been a fes-
tering conflict into the spotlight.

The union, in a statement reacting 
to GM’s announcement Friday that it 
would build a second U.S. battery plant, 
said the company and its joint venture 
partner have a “moral obligation” to pay 
the higher wages at battery factories.

The statement sets the tone for the 
next round of contract talks in 2023 be-
tween GM, Ford and Stellantis (formerly 
Fiat Chrysler), all of which have plans 
to make significant numbers of bat-
tery-powered vehicles by then as they in-
vest billions to transition from internal 
combustion engines.

In Lordstown, GM and LG Energy 
Solution are building the first bat-
tery-cell plant, Ultium Cells, a $2.3 billion 
venture to mass produce cells for GM’s 
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General Motors Chairwoman and CEO Mary 
Barra joins senior leaders from GM and LG 
Energy Solution, and other officials Friday at the 
Tennessee State Museum in announcing a more 
than $2.3 billion investment to build the second 
Ultium Cells battery cell manufacturing plant in 
Spring Hill, Tennessee. The plant will be simi-
lar in size to one already under construction in 
Lordstown.

UAW seeks 
union pay 
at battery 
facilities
Lordstown plant at 
the heart of fight
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EDITOR’S NOTE: This is one of a 
series of Saturday profiles of area res-
idents and their stories. To suggest a 
profile, contact features editor Burton 
Cole at bcole@tribtoday.com or metro 
editor Marly Reichert at mreichert@
tribtoday.com

By MARLY REICHERT
Staff writer

CANFIELD — The sewing gene 
may have skipped a generation in the 
Manchester family, but it is firmly 
planted in sisters Clare Neff and Betty 
Aberson, who own Village Quilts on 
Main Street in the center of the city’s 

downtown. 
The sisters talked about opening 

their own shop for years, but living 
in different areas of the country made 
that dream difficult. After pursuing 
other careers, the sisters found them-
selves both back in Canfield as the sev-
enth generation of Manchesters to call 
the city home. 

“It’s in our blood,” Neff, 66, said, re-
ferring to quilting and sewing.

HISTORY 
She is a 1973 graduate of Canfield 

High School. Aberson, 62, graduated 
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Clare Neff, who owns Village Quilts on Main 
Street in Canfield with her sister, Betty Aberson, 
holds up a quilt made by their great-grandmother, 
Eleanor Manchester Tate, in 1938. 

Sisterhood of sewing
Quilting in Canfield women’s genes
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A body is taken from the scene where multiple people were shot at a 
FedEx Ground facility in Indianapolis on Friday. A gunman killed several 

people and wounded others before taking his own life in a late-night 
attack at a FedEx facility near the Indianapolis airport, police said. 

AP

FBI interviewed shooter last year 
Ex-employee killed 8 


