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SPORTS

If needed, backup quarterback 

is confident he and teammates 

can get the job done Saturday

Mary Kay Cabot   mcabot@cleveland.com

Case Keenum feels bad for Baker  
Mayfield that he was likely sacked by 
COVID-19 for the Raiders game Saturday, 
but also excited to make his second start 
of the season. 

“It’s never fun to be in position where 
you’re ruled out or can’t play, and obvi-
ously this is a special circumstance 
with all this COVID, but it’s something 
brand new over the last couple of years,’’  
Keenum said on a video conference 
Wednesday. “Never fun, especially when 
you feel pretty good. So that’s what’s 
unfortunate.’’

Keenum started one game in place of 
Mayfield this season, a 17-14 decision over 
the Broncos in which he went 21-of-33 for 
199 yards with one TD and no intercep-
tions, for a 90.3 passer rating. The lone 
start gives him confidence for Saturday’s 
big AFC matchup.

“Any time you can get experience in 
this league, it’s priceless. Any time you 
can get snaps, any time you can work 
on your craft — especially when you’ve 
done it in a game, live reps, so yeah — 
I’ve got a lot of confidence with the guys 
that I’ve got up front, the guys on the 
outside, the running backs, I think we’ve 
got the right guys in the right places to 
get the job done. We feel confident in 
that.’’

Keenum has seen a lot in his nine-
year NFL career, but nothing like this, 
where 20 players and coaches — includ-
ing 10 starters — have tested positive for 
COVID-19, and most will have to sit out 
the game, including Mayfield, Jarvis 
Landry, Kevin Stefanski, Wyatt Teller, 
Austin Hooper and Jedrick Wills Jr.

“It’s pretty unique,’’ he said. “I’d say 
nothing really surprises me about the 
NFL these days though. It just kind of 
adds one more thing to the to the portfo-
lio if you will of just strange occurrences 
and different situations that come up 
and that’s why you just prepare every day 
to be ready to go when you’re number’s 
called and it looks like that number’s get-
ting called.’’

Should he start Saturday, Keenum will 
have a skeleton crew around him, and be 
facing a Raiders defense that gets great 
pressure and will be tough to handle up 
front with three reserve offensive line-
men. Maxx Crosby leads the NFL with 78 
pressures, and Yannick Ngakoue is tied 
for 15th with 51.

“Yeah, it’s a solid defense,’’ Keenum 
said. “Starting up front, they play hard. 
They’re good at pass rush. They’re a 
really sound defense. They line up and 
play their gaps very, very well. On the 
back end, again, they’re well-coached 
and sound. You can tell that just by all 
the different looks that different teams 
in that division give them including the 
Chiefs. I think it’s going to be a challenge 
for us because they run what they run 
and they do it really well, so we’ve got to 
do a good job of identifying and winning 
our matchups and being good at where 
guys are supposed to be.’’

BROWNS

Keenum 
bummed for 
Baker, but 
stoked for start

The Browns on Saturday could be missing head coach Kevin Stefanski and quarterback Baker Mayfield both tested positive Wednes-
day for COVID-19.   John Kuntz, cleveland.com

Dan Labbe   cleveland.com

The Browns’ COVID-19 situation went 
from bad to worse Wednesday as more pos-
itive tests claimed more key players, along 
with two members of the coaching staff.

Quarterback Baker Mayfield and head 
coach Kevin Stefanski both returned posi-
tive tests, and three more starters went on 
the list — the Browns added six new play-
ers total with positive tests.

Safety John Johnson III, cornerback 
Troy Hill, and defensive tackle Malik 
McDowell were placed on the reserve/
COVID-19 list along with Mayfield. Rota-
tional defensive end Ifeadi Odenigbo also 
was added. Hill was already expected to 
miss Saturday’s game with a knee injury.

Practice squad safety Nate Meadors was 
placed on the practice squad/COVID-19 list.

Acting running backs coach Ryan Cor-
dell tested positive. Cordell has been fill-
ing in for Stump Mitchell, who is out indef-

initely while tending to a medical issue.
If Mayfield is unable to get cleared, Case 

Keenum would start against the Raid-
ers on Saturday afternoon at FirstEnergy  
Stadium. Keenum started in the Browns’ 
17-14 win over the Broncos on Oct. 21.

A source told cleveland.com’s Mary Kay 
Cabot that Mayfield “feels perfectly fine.”

“(Mayfield) is locked in, and really, 
that is really what everybody has to do,”  
Stefanski said of his starter after the news 
of the positive test came down. “Whether 
you are positive or not, injured or other-
wise, you have to say locked in and ready 

to go and see how it plays out.”
The Browns added eight players to 

the lists Tuesday when wide receiver  
Jarvis Landry, tight end Austin Hooper, 
left tackle Jedrick Wills Jr., right guard 
Wyatt Teller, defensive end Takk McKin-
ley and guard Drew Forbes, and prac-
tice squad kick returner JoJo Natson and 
tight end Ross Travis were all placed on 
the COVID list.

Tight end David Njoku, linebacker 
Anthony Walker Jr. and punter Jamie 
Gillan were all on the list from last week 
and missed Sunday’s win over Baltimore. 
Tight end Stephen Carlson, who is out for 
the season, was added to the COVID list 
as well last week. 

Njoku posted on Instagram on 
Wednesday, “Missed y’all too. Good to be 
back let’s get to work.” The team has not 
officially activated him.

Including Njoku, the total number of 
players added to the list over the last two 
weeks is up to 18.

“The message to the team, as you can 
imagine, is we all have to just do our jobs, 
so that is what I am doing,” Stefanski said 
in a Zoom call with reporters on Wednes-
day. “Making sure that we are stay-
ing engaged in the meetings. (I) ran our 
meeting this morning, continue to game-
plan and get ready for a big game on Sat-
urday.”

Stefanski is running the team virtually 
after isolating once he tested positive. 

BROWNS

COVID-19, Browns 18

The Browns have 18 players — 

including Baker Mayfield — and 

two coaches — including Kevin 

Stefanski — on COVID list after 

the latest batch of positive tests

Browns wide receiver Jarvis Landry tested 
positive for COVID on Tuesday and his 
status for Saturday’s game against visiting 
Las Vegas is uncertain.    
Joshua Gunter, cleveland.com 

Point guard is comfortable with 

being the team’s floor leader

Paul Hoynes   cleveland.com

Wednesday night’s Cavaliers game against 
Houston did not end in time for this edi-
tion. Go to cleveland.com/cavs for a full 
report.

It is a good thing to be young and on a 
winning streak. Darius Garland and the 
Cavaliers know how that feels.

The Cavs entered Wednesday night’s 
game against Houston having won four 
straight and eight of their last 10 games, 
on the way to a 17-12 start to the season.

“I’m having a lot of fun,” Garland said 

after Wednesday morning’s shootaround. 
“This is the first time we’ve gotten this 
many wins so early in my three years here. 
As long as we’re winning, I’m having fun 
with it.”

Garland, 21, is directing a offense that 
has won by 10 or more points in its last 10 
victories. Cleveland’s No. 1 pick in the 2019 
draft has been doing his part. Garland is 
averaging 18.9 points, 7.5 assists and 3.0 
rebounds and 1.3 steals per game. He’s 
scored 20 or more points in 10 games this 
season and has 30 assists in his last three 
games.

Defensively, the Cavs have limited 
opponents to 101.9 points per game, rank-
ing first in the Eastern Conference and 
second in the NBA.

Garland knows that the Cavaliers’ 
record has not gone unnoticed by the rest 

of the NBA. They moved into fourth place 
in the Eastern Conference with Monday’s 
105-94 win over Miami.

“Everybody is coming in and trying to 
take us down,” he said. “We’re starting to 
get a lot of buzz now. We have to protect 
home court. That’s what we’ve been trying 
to do the last few games. We’ve got a tar-
get on our back, so we’ve got to stay ready.”

Garland says the opposition has started 
to adjust to the Cavaliers’ tall-ball offense 
that often features Jarrett Allen (6-11), 
Evan Mobley (7-0) and Lauri Markkanen 
(7-0).

“It’s not harder, but they’re making us 
get to our second action,” he said. “We’re 
not getting the pick and rolls and the lobs 
anymore. They’re making us swing the 
ball a little bit more. 

CAVALIERS

Cavaliers are draping Garland with confidence

Raiders (6-7) at Browns (7-6)

When: 4:30 p.m. Saturday.
Where: FirstEnergy Stadium.
TV: WOIO (Ch. 19) and NFL Network.
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Cavaliers guard Darius Garland entered 
Wednesday night’s game against Hous-
ton averaging 18.9 points, 7.5 assists, 3.0 
rebounds and 1.3 steals per game.    
Tony Dejak, cleveland.comSEE GARLAND, B3


