
A4
Monday, March 1, 2021
Northwest Signal, Napoleon, Ohio

419-592-5055
419-592-9778 (fax)

www.northwestsignal.net

A4

Opinion

President Biden has 
challenged those who 
oppose the Democrats’ 
$1.9 trillion bill dis-
ingenuously dubbed 
“COVID relief,” or the 
more deceitful “Ameri-
can Rescue Plan.”

“What would they 
have me cut?” he asks. 
Challenge accepted.

Even The Washing-
ton Post editorial board thinks the spend-
ing is too much and misdirected: “…con-
cerns about the bill’s costs are growing 
across the political spectrum.”

With COVID-19 cases, hospital ad-
missions and deaths decreasing, with 
vaccines promised to be widely available 
to the general public by July, and with 
possible herd immunity coming soon, the 
best stimulus to the economy would be 
to open up businesses, allowing people 
to return to work while practicing health 
and safety measures.

Many who received money from the 
government the last stimulus go-round 
banked the checks and spent little or 
none of it. The Post editorial also notes 
that money targeted to state and local 
governments (virtually all run by Demo-
crats) don’t need it. It references Moody’s 
Analytics examination of state finances, 
which “shows that 31 states have enough 
money ‘to fully absorb the economic 
stress of COVID-19’ without substantial 
budget cuts or tax increases.”

That’s just for starters. Pork doesn’t 
even begin to describe the unrelated 
COVID-19 spending. Unbelievably, the 
bill includes money for the notorious lab 
in Wuhan, China, that is the suspected 
source of the COVID-19 virus.

As The Wall Street Journal has noted, 
most of the House bill has less to do with 
the virus and more to do with paying 
lobbyists and other groups favorable to 
Democrats.

There’s another $7.2 billion for pay-
check protection, which again would be 
less expensive and possibly unnecessary 
if businesses were allowed to reopen. 
When this money runs out and business-
es are still mostly closed will there be 
more spending, adding to the already un-
sustainable debt?

There’s $86 billion to rescue 185 pen-
sion plans, which, as the Journal notes, 
have been “chronically underfunded due 
to lax federal standards and accounting 
rules. Yet the bailout comes with no real 
reform.” That’s the thing about so many 
government programs. They never have 
to fix a problem, only demonstrate good 
intentions so politicians can save their 
careers.

Public elementary and secondary 
schools, most of which remain closed 
thanks to teachers’ unions that wish to 
extract even more money for themselves, 
without returning to classrooms, are tar-
geted to receive $129 billion. Schools 
don’t have to reopen to get the money, 
despite the science, which Biden prom-
ised to rely on, that says young children 
are least likely to become infected. The 
Congressional Budget Office has said 
that Congress previously authorized 
$113 billion for schools, but that most of 
that money has not been spent.

There’s plenty more, including massive 
amounts of cash for programs favored by 
Democrats. In addition to Planned Par-
enthood, notes the Journal, included are 
billions to defray premiums for the Af-
fordable Care Act, $39 billion for child 
care, $30 billion for public transit agen-
cies, the $15/hour minimum wage, which 
may lead to more layoffs and fewer hires, 
$1.5 billion for AMTRAK, a bridge to 
Canada (not to be confused with Alaska’s 
notorious “bridge to nowhere” some years 
ago), and as the CBO notes, “$500 billion 
grants to fund activities related to the arts, 
humanities, libraries and museums and 
Native American language preservation.”

If not properly cooked, pork can be in-
fected with trichinosis, a disease caused 
by a small parasitic worm. That seems a 
good analogy when it comes to the “par-
asitic” congressional worms infecting 
our economy with nonstop spending of 
money we don’t have and borrowing that 
can’t continue without causing serious 
economic harm.

Nations of the past have not been able 
to survive massive debt. What makes us 
think we can?

Several weeks 
ago, I was in this very 
same spot lamenting 
the fact many people 
intentionally choose 
to remain ignorant 
in what is going on 
around them by not 
reading the local 
newspaper or listen-
ing to local news re-
ports on the radio.

However, there were some incidenc-
es in the last few days that heartened 
me somewhat and renewed my faith a 
bit that this job means as much to others 
as it does me and it’s not all in vain.

A couple of days ago a reader called 
in to ask for a bit of advice.

She is a business owner and had re-
ceived some suspicious correspondence 
related to a couple of past employees 
and trying to confirm that, indeed, they 
had worked there and were eligible for 
unemployment.

The problem is, the business own-
er didn’t even recognize the name of 
one of the people, and the other person 
hadn’t been employed with her business 
for quite awhile.

It all seemed odd to her, and then 
she remembered having read an article 
published in the Northwest Signal just 
a couple of days before explaining that 
identities were being stolen and attempt-
ed fraud perpetrated through the unem-
ployment system in Ohio and several 
other states nationwide.

She called the office and said it 
sounded fishy to her that she would re-
ceive the paperwork. I agreed, and told 
her it would probably be best to confirm 
it by contacting the Henry County Job 
and Family Services office.

“If nothing else, they can help you 
with anything you might have to do 
next, and they would probably like a 
report of it,” I said.

She thanked me and said several 
times she had read the article in the 
newspaper and thought she would just 
give us a call.

In addition, a school official at Holgate 
Local Schools reported earlier this week 
a few employees of the district seemed to 
have been victims of identity theft through 
a similar scam, including himself.

He also had read the article in the 
newspaper.

There was also a recent incident in-
volving our sports editor, Jeff Ratliff.

He wrote a very well crafted Spot-
light story on a Napoleon girls basket-
ball senior, highlighting not only her 
athletic achievements, which could fill 
a volume all on their own, but also the 
integrity of her character and the impor-
tance faith has in her life.

“Thanks so much, Jeff! Amazing 

work! We love and appreciate our 
local media coverage!” the mother 
of the athlete wrote on social media 
while sharing the link to the article.

First, it’s always nice to get that 
kind of compliment about something 
you’ve written.

Second, I, for one, appreciated her 
sharing it in the appropriate manner, 
which is to say by sharing the link of 
the story which also states where the 
article came from along with our logo.

There were many congratulatory 
comments that were sent to the ath-
lete via the social media post, as well 
as several describing the article as 
“great” and “awesome.”

But there was also one comment 
complaining about not being able to 
read the story for free on our website.

Unfortunately, that’s a pretty common 
complaint we hear in our industry, and 
I’m not exactly sure why. We have what’s 
called a paywall on our website, meaning 
you have to be a subscriber to the print or 
web version of the Northwest Signal in 
order to be able to read our articles.

Even if someone doesn’t want to 
subscribe for three, six or 12 months, 
there is an option for a one-day online 
subscription of $1.25, the equivalent 
of a single copy of the newspaper.

That story, as well as all the other 
locally written ones, is the product or 
good that we produce. Before even sit-
ting down to craft that story, the writer 
had to set up an interview with the ath-
lete, her coach or coaches, conduct the 
interviews, take notes and research her 
career.

That’s in addition to reporting on 
all the games throughout her career.

Almost all other articles follow a simi-
lar pattern, whether hard news or features.

It was disheartening to see some-
one respond to the complaint that they 
would simply take a picture of the arti-
cle and post it in the comment section 
so the complainant could read it with-
out paying the $1.25.

That’s also fairly common these 
days. However, it would be like me 
going to a financial advisor and asking 
for free advice to maximize my retire-
ment, or to invest my money for free.

It’s literally like going anywhere, 
seeing something that interests you, 
but saying you don’t want to pay for 
it. That’s certainly your right, but rare-
ly in any other business does someone 
then simply give it to you for free.

If those continue to be handed out 
for free, the product eventually disap-
pears because it can’t be produced, and 
with it, in this case, the highlighting of 
successful youth and information of 
what’s going on in the community.

Email comments to briank@north-
westsignal.net

What to cut? 
There’s plenty

There’s value to local news
LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

President Biden faces 
a tough choice on im-
migration. Does he ac-
cept compromises that 
advance some, but not 
all, items on his reform 
agenda? Or does he in-
sist on the sort of all-or-
nothing strategy that has 
failed repeatedly since 
President Reagan signed 
the last comprehensive overhaul in 1986?

Biden is absolutely right to make im-
migration a top priority. After Donald 
Trump trashed the system for four years 
and slammed the door on a hurting world, 
the moral case is indisputable. According 
to the U.N.’s relief agency, there are 79.5 
million displaced people in the world. Of 
the 26 million who have left their home 
countries as refugees, half are children.

The economic case for taking more 
immigrants is also unquestioned. The 
U.S. birthrate has fallen to a 35-year low, 
so any growth will have to come from 
foreigners. If all those aging white Trump 
voters want to enjoy their retirement ben-
efits, they should be begging for more 
hardworking, taxpaying immigrants.

These moral and economic realities have 
to be balanced against the political reality. 
True, 77% of Americans told Gallup that im-
migration is “a good thing for the country.” 
But Trump has so inflamed anti-immigrant 
sentiment among his core base of support-
ers that few, if any, Republicans are willing 
to enter serious negotiations on Biden’s 
more ambitious reform proposals ... An ele-
vated unemployment rate of 6.3%, plus the 
fear that newcomers would aggravate the 
COVID-19 pandemic, make Biden’s polit-
ical problem that much tougher.

So administration officials should fol-
low a carefully measured strategy on two 
fronts. Legislatively, they should be pre-
pared to accept a bill that puts off the larg-
er issue while conferring legal status on at 
least three critical groups: youngsters who 
were brought here as children; survivors 
of natural disasters in 10 countries; and 
workers — such as farmhands and health 
aides — who are essential to the economy.

Biden’s aides have already been signal-
ing that the new president is willing to split 
his proposal apart and accept a first step. 
“He was in the Senate for 36 years, and 
he’s the first to tell you the legislative pro-
cess can look different on the other end of 
where it starts,” one White House official 
told reporters.

In terms of executive action, Team 
Biden should steadily improve its ability 
to consider and process applicants, in-
cluding asylum-seekers who show up at 
the Southern border. But it has to avoid 
sending signals that trigger a wholesale 
influx of migrants to swamp the system ...

Secretary of State Antony Blinken was 
right to express caution when he announced 
the rollback of some of Trump’s more dra-
conian policies: “These actions do not mean 
that the U.S. border is open. While we are 
committed to expanding legal pathways for 
protection and opportunity here and in the 
region, the United States is a country with 
borders and laws that must be enforced.”

“We have compromised too much and 
capitulated too quickly to fringe voices 
who have refused to accept the humani-
ty and contributions of immigrants to our 
country,” thundered Sen. Bob Menendez 
of New Jersey, the lead sponsor of Biden’s 
comprehensive proposal.

He’s right about the “humanity and 
contributions of immigrants,” and I wish 
he were right about the politics. But he’s 
not. The Democrats should be paying close 
attention to lawmakers like Rep. Vicente 
Gonzalez, who represents a district along 
the Texas border with Mexico. Gonzalez 
told Politico: “Our party should be con-
cerned. If we go off the rails, it’s going to 
be bad for us. Biden is going to be dealing 
with a minority in Congress if he continues 
down some of these paths.”

Biden is determined to go big on his 
pandemic relief bill, and he’ll be able to 
utilize a legislative provision called rec-
onciliation that prevents the deployment 
of Senate filibusters on budget-related 
measures. Accordingly, he should be 
able to pass most — if not quite all — of 
his proposals with just Democratic votes.

But he can’t do that on immigration. 
If he takes the no-compromises, all-or-
nothing approach advocated by Menen-
dez, he’ll wind up with nothing. Then no 
one benefits.  

Compromise on 
immigration?
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