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Opinion

It has become abun-
dantly clear in the last 
week or so there is a 
major misunderstand-
ing on how new busi-
ness decides to come to 
town.

Social media was 
abuzz last week with 
frustration over the fact 
some new construction 
off Scott Street in Na-
poleon will eventually result in a new gas 
station with convenience store being lo-
cated there.

The initial comments were fairly pre-
dictable, calling, perhaps rightly so, for 
something else, especially a “nice quality 
sit down restaurant.”

You’ll get no argument from me that it 
would be nice for Napoleon to have such 
an establishment, though these days I’d be 
less likely to use it myself. That doesn’t 
mean others wouldn’t enjoy it.

However, I’ll also take a moment to 
point out such an establishment would 
need great community support, and I’m 
not so sure history is on that side in the 
city.

I remember the comments made by 
many when the restaurant that used to be 
located where an Asian cuisine establish-
ment currently is opened.

“It’s so expensive,” or some degree of 
that statement.

To be sure, there were some who told 
me the food was good and as such, they 
didn’t mind the prices. I have a feeling 
those people were few and far between, 
and probably contributed to why that busi-
ness didn’t last all that long.

Nobody likes to pay too much for 
anything, but when it comes to a quality 
dining experience, you’re not going to get 
that at fast food prices.

The frustrations are understandable 
of another gas station locating in a city 
where there are already at least four other 
service stations on the very same road, in-
cluding one right next to the new one, as 
well as four truck stops.

“Why is there one going in right next 
to where there is one already?” asked my 
daughter when I explained what was go-
ing into the location.

“Well, that’s a good question. I will 
say, this one is supposed to have more of a 

convenience store attached to it, while the 
current one really doesn’t have anything 
like that,” I answered.

Having one located nearby seems to be 
more of a benefit rather than a problem, 
however.

While the frustrations may be warrant-
ed, there is simply wrong thinking on how 
many things occur.

Along with the comments about not 
needing another gas station, which is 
probably debatable depending on your 
outlook, many of the people posting about 
this development were blaming the city 
and the chamber of commerce for being 
the ones to draw them to the city.

In this case, neither one of those enti-
ties had anything to do with this business 
coming to town, and so that ire was mis-
placed.

The chamber of commerce will work 
with other entities when asked, and if able, 
to help draw new business to the county, 
but rarely, if ever, does it actively engage 
in recruiting businesses.

The chamber’s role is more to support 
in any way possible existing businesses 
in the county, especially those who have 
joined as members.

As for the city, there are times it offers 
tax breaks or other incentives to attract 
business when able, but in this case, no 
such thing happened.

Another gas station with convenience 
store was looking to come to town a cou-
ple of years ago, and the city did offer that 
company incentives to do so. However, 
that company didn’t follow through on 
the conditions of the deal and so lost those 
incentives.

Instead, another private entity decid-
ed that land would be a good location for 
their gas station and convenience mart and 
decided to buy the land and build its busi-
ness there. It did so without any incentives 
being offered by the city whatsoever.

It makes sense too, considering the 
property’s location to U.S. Route 24.

So what we have here is a private trans-
action conducted between two entities, 
which, if I’m not mistaken, is basically 
the crux of our economy in this country.

Being frustrated is understandable, 
but being ignorant of what is going on 
and how things work is not, especially if 
someone decides to throw shade at some-
body who isn’t deserving of it.

Frustration misplaced 
about local development
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There’s a fascinating 
question in a new Fox News 
poll that suggests the po-
litical dynamics at work in 
2022 and 2024 will be far 
different from 2020. If that 
is the case, it is good news 
for Republicans.

Here is the question: “If 
you could send just one of 
the following two messages 
to the federal government 
right now, would it be ‘lend 

me a hand,’ or would it be ‘leave me alone’?” 
Fox has asked the question in eight different 
polls since 2011, but 2020 stands out.

In most years, a majority of respondents told 
pollsters the message they would send to the 
federal government was “leave me alone.” In 
2014, for example, 59% said “leave me alone.” 
In 2016, it was 54%. In 2012, it was 53%. At 
the same time, during those years, much small-
er numbers of respondents — 32%, 39% and 
37%, respectively — said the message they 
would send the government would be “lend me 
a hand.”

In other words, majorities did not feel the 
need for an especially activist federal govern-
ment. No, they were not saying they did not 
want existing government programs like Social 
Security or clean air standards. But they were 
saying they did not want broad new expansions 
of the government into everyday life.

That changed dramatically in August 2020, 
at the height of the COVID pandemic. At that 
time, a solid majority, 57%, said their message 
to the government was “lend me a hand.” Just 
36% said “leave me alone.”

The reasons were obvious. The public want-
ed a vaccine. Those who were unemployed 
through no fault of their own needed money. 
The same for small business owners trying to 
survive. Of course they wanted the government 
to lend a hand.

But by the time of the new poll, in early 
August 2021, with the nation — even with the 
Delta variant — pulling out of the worst effects 
of the pandemic, the “lend me a hand” number 
had fallen to 44%. That, by the way, is precisely 
what it was in 2011, when the nation was pull-
ing out of the Great Recession. Barring some 
unexpected calamity, the “lend me a hand” 
number will likely fall further.

So what does that mean? In the 2020 Demo-
cratic presidential primary contest, all the candi-
dates, including “centrist” Joe Biden, proposed 
far-reaching, hugely expensive expansions of 
the federal government. The campaign became 
a bidding war over who could come up with the 
biggest, costliest policies to address the pan-
demic, climate change, health care, the cost of 
college and more. It was a progressive’s dream.

In that activist moment, Biden won the 
Democratic nomination and then the general 
election. His victory in the Electoral College 
was quite narrow, as was the Democrats’ win to 
keep control of the House. The Senate ended up 
50-50, with Democrats having to rely on Vice 
President Kamala Harris to break ties. But even 
with the slimmest margins of control, President 
Biden, under pressure from the progressive 
wing of his party, has pushed ahead with pro-
grams proposed during the worst days of the 
pandemic. After all, they were things that pro-
gressives had wanted all along and believed the 
virus crisis gave them an opportunity to enact.

They have succeeded. First, Biden signed a 
$1.9 trillion “COVID relief” bill, passed on a 
partisan basis, that spent far more money than 
was needed. Recently, the Senate passed a $1.1 
trillion bipartisan “infrastructure” bill that also 
spends far more money than is needed. And 
now the Senate is taking up a $3.5 trillion “hu-
man infrastructure” bill that incorporates many 
of the Democrats’ campaign promises for sky-
high social spending.

It’s unlikely Democrats will be able to pass 
all $3.5 trillion. But they will probably get a lot 
of it. And don’t believe those threats from Nan-
cy Pelosi that she will block the $1.1 trillion 
bipartisan bill if she doesn’t get everything she 
wants in the bigger bill. At some point, House 
Democrats will pass the bipartisan bill and send 
it to the president. Why would they throw away 
$1.1 trillion in spending that has already made it 
through the Senate? The answer is, they won’t.

Put it all together with the $1.9 trillion signed 
in March, and by the end of the year Democrats 
will likely have pushed through between $5 
trillion and $6 trillion in new spending, by far 
surpassing spending levels on anything since 
World War II. And it was all because of their 
ability to take advantage of that brief “lend me 
a hand” moment in 2020.

But times are changing. If there is no un-
foreseen crisis, voters are moving back to their 
more traditional hesitance when it comes to 
huge new spending proposals.

Why 2020 was 
a unique year

By JORY BRINKERHOFF 
University of Richmond

It’s summer, a time to hike, garden, vacation 
– and to be on the lookout for ticks.

From Lyme disease to lesser-known illness-
es like Heartland virus disease, ehrlichiosis and 
Colorado tick fever, tick-borne disease cases are 
increasing rapidly in the United States.

In 2017, 59,349 cases were reported to the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, an all-time high. Yet, this represents just a 
fraction of infections because those who don’t 
exhibit symptoms or fail to seek treatment re-
main uncounted. A recent report estimated near-
ly a half-million Lyme disease cases per year 
in the U.S., with numbers more than doubling 
from 2004 to 2016.

As a biologist who studies tick-borne dis-
ease, I am asked each spring and summer 
whether it will be a bad year for ticks. The an-
swer: It is never a good year for ticks. There 
may be relatively few of certain species and 
many of other types. Different species of ticks 
live in different environments. Many factors in-
fluence numbers, from dwindling biodiversity 
and ecological change to the changing climate. 
But every year, the time to be most vigilant is 
early spring through late fall.

Different species, different patterns
There are at least seven tick species in North 

America that commonly bite and infect humans 
and animals with numerous diseases. But there 
are others, too. Over the past two decades, sev-
en new tick-borne germs have been identified 
in the U.S., including a newly discovered Lyme 
disease bacterium found in the Upper Midwest 
and Bourbon virus, discovered in Bourbon 
County, Kansas.

Some regions, like where I work in Rich-
mond, Virginia, are home to multiple human-bit-
ing species, each with its own suite of pathogens 
and habitat preferences. Black-legged ticks, 
which spread Lyme and other diseases, are of 
greatest concern. They are common in forests 
across the Eastern U.S.. The bite of an infected 
American dog tick, which prefer grassy areas, 
can infect people and dogs with Rocky Moun-
tain spotted fever. Aggressive Lone Star ticks, 
which can transmit ehrlichiosis and tularemia, 
thrive in many habitats across the eastern U.S., 
and can survive hot, dry conditions.

Complex life cycles
These parasitic arthropods are more closely 

related to mites, spiders and scorpions than to 
insects. Ticks spend most of their time on the 
ground in leaf litter or vegetation, undergoing a 
four-stage metamorphosis.

Eggs hatch into six-legged larvae and attach 
to a host. Then they drop off and molt into eight-
legged nymphs, find a host and grow into re-
productive adults. Much of their lives are spent 
waiting, inactive, for warmer or more humid 
weather to continue development, or on the 
hunt for their next meal.

Mortality is high. If just 10% of ticks sur-
vived each life stage, it would take 2,000 eggs 
to produce a pair of reproductive adults. Small 
changes in survival can affect populations for 
years.

Most of the hard-bodied, blood-feeding ticks 
that carry disease take only three bloodmeals 
during their entire two- to three-year life cycle 
– meals that allow them to molt into the next 
stage, or to lay eggs.

They feed on mammals, birds, reptiles and 
amphibians. Most ticks prefer a different host 
at each stage of their life, finding it by detecting 
an animal’s breath or smell, sensing body heat, 
moisture or vibrations.

The numbers of available hosts may be a key 
factor in tick abundance, which is sometimes 
influenced by natural cycles. For example, 
during “mast” years when acorns are plentiful, 
white-footed mice populations grow along with 
black-legged ticks that feed on them, and Lyme 
disease cases also tend to rise.

Expanding territory
Predicting tick numbers grows harder as 

many species expand their ranges. Altered eco-
systems play a substantial role. Lyme disease 
became epidemic when mice that carry the bac-
terium proliferated and deer were reintroduced 
for hunting in the 1900s after a steep decline; 
deer act as hosts for adult black-legged ticks that 
spread the disease. Migrating birds have also 
helped disperse ticks along the Atlantic flyway.

Changing climate, with shorter, milder win-
ters, may increase tick survival, creating larger 
populations. Shorter, warmer winters have al-
lowed some species to move northward. The 
two Lyme-spreading tick species now live in 
at least 43 states. Gulf Coast ticks have spread 
north to Delaware and Illinois, and the Lone 
Star tick may soon reach Canada.

However, warming trends may have mixed 
impacts. Ticks need moisture as well as blood 
to survive; hot, dry weather kills some species, 
but not others.

Always a bad 
year for ticks
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