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With headlines 
dominated by 
COVID-19 over the 

past two years, and more 
recently, the end of the 
Afghanistan war, it is easy 
to forget that much of the 
nation, and especially the Tri-
State, is still dealing with an 
addiction epidemic.

Everyone knows someone, 
whether it a family member, a 
neighbor or a friend, who has 
been impacted by this long-
term crisis.

This week, two 
organizations put the 
spotlight on the issue.

First, the Briermost 
Foundation, based out of 
Cuyahoga County, brought 
their statewide “On the 
Road of Recovery” tour to 
Ironton, setting up at the 
farmers market, where they 
interviewed people about 
their stories.

And, on Friday, Cocoon 
Harm Reduction hosted a 
community event in South 
Point, providing Narcan, 
needed household items and 
information to those who 
stopped by. 

This group, part of Land of 
Goshen Treatment Center, 
will host an event at the 
farmers market on Thursday, 
which will honor those lost to 
addiction.

This event is open to 
the public and will help to 
connect those in addiction 
with resources available to 
them. We encourage everyone 
who can to attend and show 
support.

We thank both of these 
groups for keeping attention 
on the epidemic and inuring 
that those in this battle do not 
slip through the cracks and 
are not forgotten.

OUR VIEW

L ike the visual memories of 
the fall of Saigon, helicop-
ters rising from rooftops, to 

being expelled from Iraq after dis-
posing of its brutal leader, Saddam 
Hussein, the men clinging to the 
wheels of a U.S. military aircraft 
as it left Kabul will always be the 
first memory of U.S. forces leaving 
Afghanistan. 

History has once again taught us 
that there is no good way to exit a 
lost cause.  

Donald Trump was, to his cred-
it, right about Afghanistan being 
an endless drain on our resourc-
es, our wealth and our men and 
women in uniform, with no plan 
to win the war with the Taliban 
there. Trump did plan to leave 
Afghanistan, but only once he 
was re-elected and immune from 
the ugly exit that would close this 
chapter of American hubris.  

Joe Biden became the president 
that was willing to pay that price, 
and he is paying today as the U.S. 
conducts the largest civilian evacu-
ation in history. Over 100,000 people 
have been evacuated to date. 

The Taliban has cooperated in 
getting Americans and Afghanis 
out of the country, but there are 
still cameras capturing the chaos 
as more and more civilians hope to 
escape the regime of the Taliban.

No matter how long we stayed at 
the Kabul airport the crowds would 
continue, for the Taliban’s history 
will haunt them forever. 

History may treat Biden’s exit 
more kindly than the cameras 

today, for the war in Afghanistan 
was lost long before Biden became 
president. 

The enemy, al-Qaeda and the 
Taliban, has a long-held saying, that 
their enemies have the watches, but 
they have the time. 

Indeed, once again, the evidence 
is that this ungovernable tribal 
land, with its extreme terrain and 
weather, has provided the ability 
to hide and outwait their enemies 
over 200 years, waiting patiently 
in the hills and mountains, and in 
neighboring Pakistan to outlast 
every enemy from the British to 
the Russians to the American coa-
lition.  

In this, Pakistan has often played 
a decisive role in undermining our 
efforts and protecting the enemy 
within its territory. Pakistan did 
more than harbor Bin Laden.

Throughout the war, Taliban 
fighters needed only to cross into 
Pakistan to avoid defeat from Allied 
forces. Pakistan offered us limited 
cooperation while funding and help-
ing our enemy escape defeat, rest 
and plan their next attack.  

For Pakistan, Afghanistan has 
served as a buffer to Indian and 

Russian expansion throughout their 
history. Using geography and its 
nuclear weapon arsenal, Pakistan 
has had the ability to quietly protect 
the warlords of Afghanistan from 
falling to foreign powers. Victory for 
the U.S. was always impossible with 
the border porous for the Taliban, 
but rigid for U.S. forces. 

But the end, was and is, indeed 
ugly. 

The now ex-president of 
Afghanistan has escaped with an esti-
mated $160 million in U.S. dollars of 
newfound wealth from a government 
we always knew to be corrupt. 

The Afghan Army, left to fight 
without U.S. air support, and worried 
about losing their next paycheck 
from U.S. cash infusions, decided 
not to fight at all in most situations. 
They chose to walk away and make 
peace with their new overlords, the 
Taliban. This, knowing their wives 
and daughters would pay the price 
for the surrender.  

American veterans, who once 
served beside Afghan troops, have 
come forward to praise the courage 
of the Afghans, but laying down their 
weapons, with so much at stake to 
their families suggest that the 20-year 
training of the Afghan Army was 
without success in any way. 

America spent over $2 trillion dol-
lars of our wealth in Afghanistan 
and over $4 trillion in Iraq, both 
wars without victory possible. 

It is time to stop fighting spending 
on programs that will help Americans 
and stop funding endless wars that find 
willing support in our Congress. 

There was no easy way to 
end the war in Afghanistan

OTHER VIEWS

Keeping 
crisis in 
focus

Jim Crawford is a 
retired educator, 
political enthusiast  
and award-winning 
columnist living here  
in the Tri-State.

S ome of the terms and acro-
nyms people use when they 
talk about Social Security can 

be a little confusing. We’re here to 
help you understand. 

We strive to explain your benefits 
using easy-to-understand, plain lan-
guage. The Plain Writing Act of 2010 
requires federal agencies to com-
municate information clearly in a 
way “the public can understand and 
use.” This can be particularly chal-
lenging when talking about compli-
cated programs like Social Security, 

Supplemental Security Income, and 
Medicare. If there’s a technical term 
or acronym that you don’t know, you 
can find the meaning in our online 
glossary at www.ssa.gov/agency/
glossary. 

Here are a few examples. If you’re 
considering retirement, you may 
want to know your FRA (full retire-
ment age) and your PIA (primary 
insurance amount).  These terms 
determine your benefit amount 
based on when you when you start 
getting requirement benefits. The 

PIA is the amount payable for a 
retired worker who starts his or her 
benefits at full retirement age. If you 
start your retirement benefits at 
your FRA, you’ll receive the full PIA. 

Most years, your benefit amount 
will get a COLA (Cost-of-Living 
Adjustment), which usually means 
extra money in your monthly bene-
fit. 

What about DRCs (delayed retire-
ment credits)? DRCs are the gradual 
increases to your PIA that occur the 
longer you delay taking retirement 

benefits after your full retirement 
age. Every month you delay taking 
benefits, up to age 70, your monthly 
benefit will increase.

If one of these terms or acronyms 
comes up in conversation, you 
can be the one to help clarify the 
meaning, using our online glossary. 
Learning the terminology can deep-
en your understanding of how Social 
Security programs work for you.

— Jeri Fields is the manager of 
the district Social Security office 
in Ironton.

Do you know these key Social Security terms?


