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Our part of the state has 
been hit especially 
hard by the COVID-

19 pandemic, with southern 
Ohio’s counties having some 
of the highest rates of spread 
of the virus.

This has been especially 
true these last few weeks, as 
Lawrence, Scioto and Gallia 
counties have been in the top 
five most affected in the state.

And it was because of this 
that Gov. Mike DeWine made 
southern Ohio a stop today, 
visiting Minford to discuss 
increasing cases and their 
impacts on the region’s health 
system.

This is not the first time 
DeWine has visited southern 
Ohio due to the pandemic. 
Last year, he flew into Tri-
State Airport in Huntington 
to speak on the situation in 
Southern Ohio.

Far too often, rural areas 
are forgotten by officials and 
counties such as ours can be 
neglected.

We are glad to say this is 
not the case with DeWine’s 
administration.

You will recall that, 
earlier this year, he also 
personally toured Lawrence 
County when it took a 
disproportionate share of the 
impact of three ice storms in 
the region.

We are grateful that the 
governor continues to show 
an interest in all parts of 
Ohio, especially our region 
and hope this is a trend that 
will continue.

OUR VIEW

Y ou might want to believe that 
when we elect our fellow citi-
zens to Congress to represent 

us, they would put the public inter-
est first always. 

This week, the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee proved that 
belief wrong by rejecting a bill to allow 
Medicare to negotiate the price of pre-
scription drugs. The vote was 29-29 with 
three Democrats and all Republicans 
voting against the American people and 
keeping our drug prices out of reach for 
many Americans. 

One example should explain why 
their votes hurt every American.

Humira is a drug used to reduce 
the constant pain of rheumatoid 
arthritis, among other uses. But the 
drug is priced so high that many 
Americans cannot afford it, at 
$2,669 each injection. 

In the United Kingdom the price 
is $1,326; in Switzerland, the price is 
$822. Today, and since a law passed 
in 2003 during the Bush presidency, 
Medicare may not refuse to offer 
any drug approved by the FDA, at 
any price set by the pharmaceutical 
manufacturer, regardless of its ben-
efit (other than safety). 

Consequently, Americans pay far 
more for their prescriptions than 
anywhere on the planet, 40 percent 
more than our neighbors in Canada. 

But not only are our drug prices 
two-six times higher than every 
other nation, taxpayers subsidize 
drug research through the National 

Institutes of Health and give the 
successful research results to 
for-profit drug companies to refine, 
manufacture and sell at markups 
that can reach 1,000 percent. 

And this “gifting” is not rare in 
the least. Between 2010 and 2016, 210 
new first-in-class drugs came onto 
the U.S. market, with eighty-four of 
those products research-funded by 
the NIH with a cost to taxpayers of 
$100 billion dollars.  

And the House committee refused 
a bill that would simply allow 
Medicare to negotiate drug prices. 
The Veterans Association, by con-
trast, pays about 40 percent less than 
Medicare for the identical drugs 
because they have negotiated better 
pricing. Passage of the bill would 
have flattened every American’s 
ongoing prescription costs and 
likely reduced those costs for many 
Americans, some of whom cannot 
afford their prescriptions now. 

The history of this exceptional 
approach to pharmaceutical pricing 
in America began with the passage of 
a law in 2003 under the most unusual 

of circumstances. At that time, this 
same House committee was chaired 
by a Democrat turned Republican 
from Louisiana, Billy Tauzin. Tauzin, 
who left Congress after that term, 
was to become the president and CEO 
of the Pharmaceutical Research and 
Manufacturers of America (PhRMA) 
at an increase in salary from $162,000 
to $2 million. 

But before taking on his new job 
Billy successfully got Medicare Part 
D passed into law, a bill at least one 
member of Congress at that time, 
Walter Jones, R-North Carolina, 
claimed, “… pharmaceutical lobby-
ists wrote the bill.” 

Big Pharm loved the bill and loved 
the new law. So too did investors in 
Big Pharm, who continue to invest 
in products that market at prices 
entirely free of their costs, costs sup-
plemented often by taxpayers. These 
products generate profits that are pat-
ent protected and may or may not be 
superior to less expensive products in 
the marketplace of monopolies. It is a 
good business model for everyone but 
Americans who pay for the whole deal. 

Supporters of this ongoing gouging 
machine argue that if Medicare could 
negotiate prices or products efficacy 
then pharmaceutical companies might 
make less profit and thereby invest 
less in new products that benefit 
Americans and the rest of the world. 

Tauzin was paid $11.2 million by 
PhRMA in his last year of employ-
ment in 2010. 

Congress against Americans 

OTHER VIEWS

A focus 
on our 
region

Jim Crawford is a 
retired educator, 
political enthusiast  
and award-winning 
columnist living here  
in the Tri-State.

Comedy is surprises, 
so if you’re intending 
to make somebody 

laugh and they don’t 
laugh, that’s funny.”

—  Norm Macdonald, comedian, 
writer and “Saturday Night Live” 

star, who died Tuesday at age 61

We asked readers of The Ironton Tribune 
on our website:

“Do you plan to attend either the Ohio 
River Revival or Grovefest?”

Here are the results:
Yes - 6 percent

No - 88 percent 
Don’t know - 6 percent

• • •
Here is this week’s question:
The Lawrence County Historical Society 

will host its annual Historic Walk at 

Woodland Cemetery on Saturday. Which 
notable grave there do you find most inter-
esting to learn about?

Go to www.irontontribune.com to take 
part in the survey. Results will publish in 
this space next week.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

READERS POLL

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
been testing small business-
es.  Running a small business 

can be a 24-7 endeavor.  Managing 
employees, inventory, scheduling, 
services and marketing can be chal-
lenging even in normal times. 

If you’re a small business owner, or 
you work for one, our online suite of 
services can help make your life easi-
er.  Our business services allow you to 
file W-2/W-2Cs online and verify your 

employees’ names and Social Security 
numbers against our records.

Our online services at www.ssa.
gov/employer will save you valu-
able time when you need informa-
tion on filing electronic W-2s and 
verifying Social Security numbers.  

Small business owners can also 
take advantage of our Business 
Services Online at www.ssa.gov/
bso/bsowelcome.htm.  You must 
register to use this free service, 

which also offers fast and secure 
online W-2 filing options to Certified 
Public Accountants, enrolled agents 
and individuals who process W-2s 
and W-2Cs.

For more information about elec-
tronic wage reporting, please read 
our publication at www.ssa.gov/
pubs/EN-05-10034.pdf.

— Jeri Fields is the manager 
of the     district Social Security 
office in Ironton.

Social Security helps small businesses


