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LOCAL & STATE
BRIEFS

Temporary
closing hours
for Athens
Title Office
The Athens County
Title Office will be
closed from 1 p.m. to 2
p.m. for lunches starting Nov. 9 and continuing through Nov.
15. The title office
will resume regular business hours
without closing for
lunches on Nov. 16.

Nelsonville
curbside leaf
pick-up
The City of Nelsonville Street Department will start
curbside leaf pick-up
on Monday, Nov. 15
and continue every
Monday and Wednesday until Wednesday,
Dec. 15. Leaf pick-up
will depend on the
weather conditions.
Follow these steps
for curbside leaf pickup:
• Rake leaves to
curbside; do not
include branches,
sticks, grass
clippings or tall
grass. These can
clog and damage
the equipment
and cause delays.
City crews will
not be raking any
leaves.
• Do not rake leaves
into the street.
This can clog
storm drains.
• Do not pile leaves
around fire
hydrants, street
signs or utility
poles.
• Do not park in
front of leaf piles
on pick-up days.
• When your leaves
are curbside and
ready, schedule
curbside leaf pickup by using Nelsonville’s “TextMyGov.” Text
“Hi” to 740-2653858 and a series
of texts will guide
you through the
reporting process,
or call 740-7531314 Monday
through Friday, 8
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Athens CityCounty Health
Department
closed
Athens City-County
Health Department
will be closed Thursday, Nov. 11 in honor
of Veterans Day. The
office will reopen on
Friday, Nov. 12.

Free carbon
monoxide
detectors
The Athens Fire Department will be distributing free carbon
monoxide detectors
while supplies last.
The detectors, one
per household, will
be distributed at the
main Athens City fire
station located at 61
Columbus Road, Monday through Friday,
beginning Monday,
Nov. 15 from 9 a.m.
until 6 p.m. while supplies last.
The detectors are
not Athens City Code
compliant for rentals.
If you have any
questions, feel free to
contact the Athens
Fire Department at
740-592-3301, or if you
need help installing
your detector call
your local fire department.

Throwback Thursday

Robert Falkner: Merlin the Magician
Robert Falkner was a man of
many talents and experiences.
He was a bomber pilot for the
Air Force during World War
II and the Korean conflict.
During one of his missions, he
was shot down behind enemy
lines, but managed to find his
way back home. Also, at this
time, he produced hundreds of
television productions for the
Air Force. He retired from the
service as a Lieutenant Colonel.
Falkner had always had a
passion for magic and sleight
of hand. He has performed as a
magician in every state in the
Union and many foreign countries. He was also a sculptor
who made folksy figures from
walnut. But enough of this
background, let’s get to this
‘Merlin’ character.
“Merlin the Magician” was a
15-minute television show, that
started airing in 1965. It was
produced in Athens at WOUB
studios. It starred the war veteran/magician, Robert Falkner
as Merlin the Magician. The
show was on the air three days
a week. The character ‘Merlin’
spent much of his time in his
Secret Room at King Arthur’s
Court. Merlin usually started
the show with a few magic
tricks and then moved on to the
educational part. Don’t worry;

coolville

the educational segment was
never boring. Merlin managed
to make learning about science,
nature, history, and even outer
space, a fun experience. The
role of Merlin was just right
for Falkner. He already knew
about magic and illusions. He
was comfortable both behind
and in front of the camera. And
he must have liked kids seeing
as he had six of his own.
In keeping with the Knights
of the Round Table tradition,
on the Merlin set was a sword
in a stone named Excalibur.
Saying the magic word, Merlin
was able to pull the sword from
its stony sheath. The sword
would reveal the secret word of
the day on the shiny blade. On
one program, the word of the
day was “snakes”. At this point,
Merlin would focus on snakes.
He would explain that some
snakes are harmless and others are poisonous, making sure
to tell viewers to watch out for
the one’s with vertical pupils.
Though Merlin performed
many slight of hand tricks with
cards and other small magic
tricks, he also performed more
elaborate illusions. One of his
grandest tricks was the levitation of a beautiful lady. On the
same show, Merlin would teach
his viewers certain moral
qualities, such as honesty,
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cleanliness and good behavior.
Merlin would ask the kids to
do a good deed for their family. When kids would write a
letter to Merlin proclaiming a
kindly act, they would become
members of the Round Table
and receive a membership card
and a small magic wand in the
mail.
To add a little comedy to the
show, there was a clumsy apprentice to Merlin. His name
was Chauncey. Chauncey was
played by Joe Berman (left),
who was also the show’s director. In later years, Joe became
an important part of Ohio University’s Telecommunication
School and WOUB. Eventually

test to that.”
“Negative,” said Miller.
Another citizen attending the meeting,
prompted by Chiki, said
part of the plastic on the
base was damaged prior
to any incidents involving
the village.
“That’s not the wheel,
the support bar or the
rim,” Miller said.
“But it was damaged
prior,” Chiki said.
“I said what I said,”
Miller said.
After several more
minutes of discussion,
village council members
voted on a motion introduced by Village Council
Member Charity Boggs to
purchase a new basketball hoop for the family
and send notices instructing all those with basketball hoops in the street to
move them.
Curtis Rood cast the
only vote against the motion with other council
members voting in favor.
Brooks and Dixon told
the Messenger they do not
believe the motion would
have passed if the press
were not present.
“All the way up until tonight every single council
member except Charity
kept saying no,” Dixon
said. “She’s the only one
that kept fighting for it,
and it’s the right thing to
do. It’s for a child.”
Following discussion
of the basketball hoop,
the council moved to an
executive session.
“If it’s about me, you
can say it in person,”
Miller said. “Just making
that notice.”
“Falsified” meter readings
The most direct confrontation between Miller
and the village government came at the end
of the meeting, during
citizen comments.
Miller began his comment by sharing reiterated concerns about the
village’s proposed location for a water meter on
his property.
“The whole community
is looking at the council
members to start doing
the right thing,” Miller
said. “I think when the
entire community called
for Roxanna to resign, I
think they’re right 100%,
because it’s not her way,
it doesn’t happen. And
that’s just not fair anymore.”
Council Member Lora
Toncray said, “So you’re
saying, Scott, that you
don’t think that we as a
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If anyone has any memories
or comments about Robert
Falkner (Merlin the Magician)
or Joe Berman (Chauncey),
please drop me a note. I will
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council have always done
the right thing?”
“No, I don’t believe over
the past couple months
that things have been
done correctly,” Miller
said, before reiterating
allegations that Rood falsified water meter readings. “When you sit there
and you know that he’s
falsifying water readings
and I brought proof of it
and nothing was done, I
think it’s inappropriate.”
Toncray asked what
proof Miller was referencing, and he said he
showed Toncray and Chiki proof during a meeting on Toncray’s porch.
Toncray and Miller spoke
back and forth multiple
times on the subject, with
Toncray denying that
Miller had produced any
proof.
“I showed multiple
council members the
documents that I had,”
Miller said.
“But you didn’t show
that to Roxanna and I,”
Toncray said.
“Yes I have,” Miller
said.
Boggs said, “Scott, you
haven’t shown me any
documents.”
“You want to see them
right after this?” Miller
said.
“No,” Boggs said.
“See, that’s the problem,” Miller said.
“I spoke with [Rood],
I did what you asked,”
Boggs said. “I’m doing my
part as a council member,
and they are. You have
gotten rude and meetings
in the past when you were
standing as the chief and
you didn’t wait to speak
your time as a citizen. So
there has been disrespect

on all sides. Everybody
here is trying.
“You want champagne
on a beer budget in this
town, and we’ve got to
work with what we have
and try to build up.”
After the meeting, Rood
told the Messenger he
believes Miller is leveling
false allegations due to
personal grievance about
the proposed location for
the water meter.
Boggs agreed Miller’s
grievances seem mostly
personal.
“I just feel that a lot of it
has been made personal
and that’s what it comes
down to,” said Boggs.
New police chief
Village council members unanimously voted
to welcome Troy Smith,
son of Athens County
Sheriff Rodney Smith,
as Coolville’s new police
chief.
“I’m just looking forward to serving the community,” Smith said.
Miller said he was
happy to see Smith take
the job.
“Even though he’s
young, he’s got that moral
compass. He’s got that integrity. He’s got that love
for Coolville that people
talk about. He’s going
to be a really good cop,”
Miller said.
Chiki expressed confidence in Smith as well.
“I’m really excited to
have a new chief,” Chiki
said. “I think that he will
do an excellent job for the
community.”
Boggs also said she was
optimistic about Smith.
“I’m relieved that we
have a new chief, and a
good, new beginning,”
Boggs said.
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