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T his past week, a rare, late-
season tornado outbreak 
hit the southeastern 

United States, with one of the 
massive funnels traveling 250 
miles and striking four states, 
killing more than 80 people.

Particularly hard hit was the 
Bluegrass State of Kentucky, 
where 74 are confirmed dead and, 
in the city of Maysfield alone, 
50-70 people are dead or missing.

Many communities in the 
state were entirely obliterated 
and thousands were left 
homeless. President Joe Biden 
is set to visit the state today 
and has pledged that those 
impacted by the storms will get 
“whatever they need, when they 
need it.”

U.S. Sen. Mitch McConnell, 
R-Kentucky, a Republican and 
the leader of his party in the 
chamber praised Biden for his 
rapid response to the storms 
and for immediately issuing 
a disaster declaration for 
devastated areas.

In the immediate aftermath 
of the tornadoes, Kentucky’s 
lawmakers sent a letter to 
Biden, rightly seeking aid from 
the federal government to begin 
the rebuilding efforts and help 
those impacted.

However, two signatures on 
that letter raised some eyebrows.

First was U.S. Sen. Rand Paul, 
the state’s junior senator and a 
Republican.

In 2017, when a disaster relief 
bill was before the Senate for 
those impacted by Hurricane 
Harvey in Texas, Louisiana, 
Florida and Puerto Rico and 
wildfires in California, Paul 
opposed the aid package.

“People here will say they 
have great compassion and 
they want to help the people 
of Puerto Rico, the people of 
Texas, the people of Florida, 
but notice they have great 
compassion with someone 
else’s money,” he lectured the 
chamber from in a floor speech.

Paul insisted that cuts come 
elsewhere from the budget 
before the aid was approved.

Yet, cut to this week and Paul 
joined others in requesting aid, 
requesting that it be done in an 
“expeditious” manner.

Convenient, now that the 

disaster is one in his home state, 
Paul also is no longer telling 
lawmakers that the country 
spends too much and demanding 
it be offset by budget cuts. 

And Paul is not alone among 
Kentucky lawmakers suddenly 
doing a 180 turn on on disaster aid.

U.S. Rep. Thomas Massie, a 
Republican whose northeast 
Kentucky district covers Ashland, 
fancies himself a libertarian and 
has, in the past, voted against aid 
for victims of Superstorm Sandy, 
for the east coast, in 2013, and 
Hurricane Harvey.

Yet, this week, Massie was 
among Kentucky’s lawmakers 
seeking aid for the tornadoes.

Despite their previous record 
of being two of the biggest 
obstructionists to disaster relief 
for others, Paul and Massie were 
right to call for aid for Kentucky 
in its time of need. But it is sad 
that it takes a disaster in their 
own state for them to realize the 
need after such devastation. 

While many politicians often rail 
against “big government” for easy 
points, the fact is, agencies such as 
FEMA exist for situations exactly 
like this, ensuring that there is a 
large scale response that can be 
mobilized.

Given that Paul and Massie 
have illustrated that such 
spending is needed, let us hope 

that when disasters occur in 
areas outside of their states’ 
borders in the future, they may 
learn from this experience 
and be less willing to obstruct 
requests for federal aid.

It is far too dangerous to play 
politics when the welfare of so 
many hang in the balance and 
we hope that perhaps we will see 
less of that in the future on these 
matters.

OUR VIEW

No further politics, in times of disaster

Sherrod Brown is a 
Democrat and the 
senior U.S. senator 
representing Ohio. His 
office can be reached at  
202-224-2315.

How to help Kentucky
In addition to state and federal 

relief for Kentucky, private dona-
tions will also be needed.

Gov. Andy Beshear has 
announced the establishment of 
the Team Western Kentucky Relief 
Fund, where money raised will go 
directly to victims, with no admin-
istrative fees taken out. Donations 
can be made at teamwkyrelief-
fund.ky.gov or mailed to Public 
Protection Cabinet, 500 Mero St., 
218 NC, Frankfort, KY 40601 – 
note donation to “Team Western 
Kentucky Tornado Relief Fund.”

The American Red Cross is also 
seeking blood donations in the 
aftermath of the storms. To find 
a location to donate, visit https://
www.redcrossblood.org/donate-
blood/how-to-donate/eligibility-re-
quirements.html.

PAUL MASSIE

T o protect our national securi-
ty, and to lead the world in the 
development and deployment 

of new technology, we need to nur-
ture and support American talent 
and innovation.

It’s why the Defense Department 
is one of the biggest funders of crit-
ical STEM research at American 
universities. And there’s a large, 
mostly untapped pool of talented stu-
dents and researchers and engineers 
at Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities, including Central State 
and Wilberforce Universities right 
here in Ohio.

Right now, barely any DoD 
research funding goes to Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities.

It’s why I’m introducing the bipar-

tisan Building Equitable Access to 
Contribute to Our National Security 
Act, or the BEACON Act, to expand 
defense research opportunities 
at HBCUs like Central State and 
Wilberforce.

U.S. Rep. Anthony Brown from 
Maryland introduced it in the House 
with Ohio Republican Rep. Mike 
Turner, and we expect similar lan-

guage to be included in the National 
Defense Authorization Act, which 
we’re going to pass this month.

In 2018, the Defense Department 
invested more than $4.6 billion in 
science and engineering funding in 
colleges and universities. But less 
than half a percent of that money 
was awarded to HBCUs.

We need to build a strong research 
base at all our universities if we 
want to remain competitive. And we 
need to ensure that HBCU students 
get the research opportunities they 
need to gain experience and succeed 
in STEM careers.

Our bill would direct the Secretary 
of Defense to establish the Minority 
Institute for Defense Research – a con-
sortium of HBCUs and minority insti-

tutions, that would execute leading 
defense research and development.

It would also establish a grant 
program to build HBCU defense 
research capacity. And it would 
require existing research centers to 
work with HBCUs to ensure these 
schools can build up their capability 
to do this important research.

Our national security and our 
economic security depend on us rec-
ognizing and nurturing American 
talent – including Black talent.

That’s what the BEACON Act will 
do. And we know we have so much 
of that talent here in Ohio. I’m hope-
ful we’ll get this passed into law this 
month, and that this will mean more 
opportunities at Central State and 
Wilberforce Universities. 

Supporting Ohio’s historically black colleges, universities

OTHER VIEWS

Music is a higher  
revelation than all wis-
dom and philosophy. 

Music is the electrical soil in which 
the spirit lives, thinks and invents.”
— Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-
1827), German composer, who was 
born on Thursday’s date
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