
Race, QAnon and the 
rise of escapism

On a day when the US is reeling 
from yet another mass shooting 
in San Jose, CA; we learn that 
our local State Representative Don 
Jones (R), has nothing better to do 
than put forth a bill in the Ohio 
House, that he says “protects chil-
dren from having to examine or 
be blamed for errors made in the 
past”. Really, what are Jones and 
his Republican colleagues fearful 
of now?

HB 322 actually says that social 
studies teachers can no longer dis-
cuss the influence of race on policy 
decisions as an issue in American 
History. This effort is a step back-
ward as it denies the fact that the 
implications of decisions made long 
ago still plague American society 
today. The bill targets the use of 
“critical race theory” by teachers in 
all educational settings in Ohio.

While Republican legislators, 
like Mr. Jones seek to ban dis-
cussion of race in our schools, a 
recent poll reports that 20% of 
Americans actually believe the far-
right QAnon conspiracy nonsense 
promoted by Rep. Marjorie Taylor 
Greene, also a Republican. This 
baseless movement holds that the 
world is controlled by a “cabal of 
Satan-worshipping pedophils” and 
that Donald Trump was sent to rid 
the world of progressive and there-
fore, “satanic ideas”. Maybe Mr. 
Jones and his Republican colleagues 
would prefer that the schools teach 
QAnon theory. After all, when facts 
no longer matter; fantasy is a good 
way to escape reality.

While the issue of QAnon and 
the denial of race as a historical 
influence seem unrelated, they are 
in fact two sides of the same mis-
guided coin. The saving fact is that 
80% of Americans do NOT believe 
the quacky QAnon theories; how-
ever, the suppression of discussion 

of the importance of race, culture 
and history on present day life sets 
a dangerous precedent. True, histo-
ry cannot be changed but it needs 
to be examined honestly. History 
can inform and educate future deci-
sion-makers and offer reassurance 
to minority groups of any stripe that 
their voices are heard. The way to 
solve our divisions and move ahead 

as a people is not to stop talking 
about real issues but face them 
bravely and honestly. Blame is not 
the point, empathy and understand-
ing is the goal of both education and 
positive social change.

“Disappointed” is the best way to 
describe my reaction to Represen-
tative Jones’ actions. As a former 
educator he should know better. 

Today’s students deserve to hear 
all sides of any issue, including 
the issue of race; otherwise, we 
are entering another DARK AGE 
where reason and truth are the first 
fatalities. What’s next “book burn-
ing”?

Teresa R. Porter
Marietta

“Any time Columbus cares 
about this part of the state, it’s 
when we’re pumping oil out 
of the ground.”

Though that might be an 
exaggeration, Washington 
County Commission Presi-
dent Kevin Ritter has a point.

“They tend to forget about 
this part of the state,” he said. 
“If there aren’t severance tax 
dollars coming in, they tend 
to forget us.”

Ritter’s frustration was 
borne out of the revelation 
that Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine 
was developing a list of water 
and sewer projects he intends 
to support — and the Wash-
ington County Sewer Project 
is not on it.

“They’re giving away $5 
million in this Vax-a-Mil-
lion,” Ritter said. “At the same 
time, people will have to sell 
their homes due to the Devola 
project. That doesn’t sit well 
with me. If he’s got tax dollars 
to put into this Vax-a-Mil-
lion, he’s got money to pay 
in to the southeastern part of 
Ohio.”

With DeWine’s two-year 
budget calling for “Investing 
in Ohio’s Future” with a $450 
million direct investment in 
infrastructure related proj-
ects, $250 million for broad-
band expansion, and $200 
million to give communities 
up to $2.5 million for their 
own infrastructure projects, 
one can see why Washing-
ton County Commissioners 
would like to be on the state’s 
radar.

Ritter, and commission-
ers Jamie Booth and Charlie 
Schilling must not give up. 
They are right to want to con-
tinue to pursue state financial 
support for the project. 

“ ... we’re going to work 
for the residents to obtain 
as much money as possible 
to help,” Booth said. “This 
doesn’t fall on the backs of 
Columbus. This falls on the 
sewer customers. They have 
to pay the bills.”

Surely DeWine and com-
pany will listen to continued 
efforts by commissioners. Not 
everyone who asks the state 
for money can get it. That’s 
just reality. But given that the 
Washington County Sewer 
Project could have negative 
financial effects for an entire 
community, there is good rea-
son the folks in Columbus 
should give it another look.
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Secretary of Homeland 
Security Alejandro Mayor-
kas is reportedly consider-
ing the development of tools 
that would help America’s 
children discern truth from 
lies and know when they are 
being fed “disinformation.”

The Washington Times, 
which first reported the 
story, says a department 
spokesperson declined to 
give details, but that more 
information would be 
revealed “in the coming 
weeks.”

Mayorkas might want to 
start by fact-checking his 
recent claim that the U.S. 
southern border is “closed.” 
He made the statement 
when news pictures showed 
waves of people crossing the 
border. Should kids believe 
him, or their “lying eyes”?

Should anyone, regard-
less of political party or 
persuasion, be comfortable 
with government telling 
especially children what 
they can believe and whom 

they can trust? This is what 
totalitarian states do. It’s 
called propaganda.

We are already inundated 
with political correctness, 
cancel culture and woke-
ism. TV networks spend 
more time delivering opin-
ion and slanting stories to 
particular points of view 
than what once resembled 
— if not objective journal-
ism — then at least fairness.

The list of government 
officials who have lied is 
long and dates back to the 
founders of the nation. Some 
lies could be defended on 
national security grounds. 
Others were used to cover 
up wrongdoing or enhance 
the image of the one who 
lied.

In recent years, we recall 

President Clinton’s denial 
of having sex with Mon-
ica Lewinsky, President 
Obama’s claim about his 
health care program: “If you 
like your doctor, you can 
keep your doctor,” President 
George H. W. Bush’s “Read 
my lips, no new taxes,” 
assertions by the George 
W. Bush administration that 
Saddam Hussein had weap-
ons of mass destruction, 
Richard Nixon’s lies about 
Watergate, the lies told by 
Lyndon Johnson, members 
of his administration and 
generals about how we were 
winning the war in Viet-
nam (Johnson had pledged 
during the 1964 campaign 
not to send Americans to 
fight in Vietnam, another 
lie), and the CEO of R.J. 
Reynolds telling a congres-
sional committee in 1994 
that “cigarette smoking is no 
more ‘addictive’ than cof-
fee, tea, or Twinkies.” The 
Washington Post reported 
in January that by the end of 

his term, former President 
Trump “had accumulated 
30,573 untruths during his 
presidency — averaging 
about 21 erroneous claims 
a day.”

I could go on, but you get 
the point.

George Orwell was pre-
scient when he wrote in 
“1984” about Newspeak 
and the Ministry of Truth. 
We have already achieved 
the former in what we are 
allowed to say, or not say, 
lest we be smeared with 
nasty rhetorical stains. 

Let’s revisit the Ministry 
of Truth for those who hav-
en’t read the book or need a 
reminder.

The Ministry of Truth 
was related to Newspeak in 
that it had nothing to do 
with truth, but propaganda 
by another name. Its job was 
to falsify historical records 
in ways that aligned with 
government policies and its 
version of those events. It 
was also tasked with defin-

ing truth, which sometimes 
resulted in “doublespeak,” 
or contradictions, that 
served the purposes of the 
state.

Truth has become subjec-
tive and relative in modern 
times and is now personal. 
You have your “truth” and I 
have my “truth.” Even when 
they contradict each other, it 
doesn’t matter as long as we 
both feel good about it.

This flawed notion has 
contributed to our cultural 
decline.

Try this experiment if you 
want to see how far we have 
moved from objective truth. 
Go to any popular definition 
website and type in “truth.” 
They assume truth exists 
and can be discovered.

The truth is supposed to 
set us free, but if we can’t 
recognize or define it, we 
will be in bondage. Sec-
retary Mayorkas should 
reread Orwell’s novel and 
then abandon any plans to 
indoctrinate schoolchildren.

Ministry of Truth 2.0

Washington
 County would
like to be on

the radar

If you listen to Demo-
crats and anti-Trump lib-
eral Republicans like Sen. 
Mitt Romney and Rep. Liz 
Cheney, you’d think that 
nothing was being done 
about the breach of the U.S. 
Capitol on Jan. 6. Never 
mind the FBI’s all-out hunts 
and raids across 44 states. 
Never mind the continued 
detention of an unknown 
number of pro-Trump sup-
porters. Never mind the 
more than 2,000 criminal 
charges brought by federal 
prosecutors against nearly 
500 Americans arrested over 
the past four months.

Nope. Absolutely nothing 
is being done, the gaslight-
ers insist, so these partisan 
opportunists are pushing for-
ward with their witch-hunt 
commission to uncover the 
“facts.”

Republicans are right to 
oppose this charade and the 
continued weaponization of 
Jan. 6. It’s not about finding 
the truth. It’s about foisting 
the same old false narratives 
about conservatives on the 
public. It’s about holding 
every Republican and Trump 
supporter accountable for the 
violent or reckless actions of 
a few.

Patriots should be united 

in demanding answers about 
the murder of Jan. 6 pro-
tester Ashli Babbitt. GOP 
Rep. Paul Gosar of Arizo-
na is leading the way on 
that and has called for the 
feds to “release the tapes” in 
her case and others. Amer-
ican Greatness editor Julie 
Kelly reports there are some 
“14,000 hours of footage” 
being suppressed by Wash-
ington, D.C., prosecutors and 
judges. Republicans should 
also be united in raising the 
alarm over abusive treatment 
of detained Jan. 6 protesters 
held in solitary confinement, 
which even Democratic 
Sens. Elizabeth Warren and 
Dick Durbin have criticized.

Defense attorney Marty 
Tankleff, who represents two 
Jan. 6 detainees being held 
in the Washington jail and 
is aiding in the defense of a 
third, has raised the alarm 
over the un-American condi-
tions of solitary confinement 
imposed on MAGA ral-
ly-goers. “These are individ-

uals who are only accused of 
crimes,” he told me, “being 
held in 23-hour lockdown” 
and denied basic amenities.

If there is one lawyer in 
America who understands 
what it’s like to endure 
human rights violations in 
prison, it’s Tankleff. At age 
17, the New York lawyer 
and adjunct professor at 
Georgetown University was 
himself wrongfully accused 
and convicted of the mur-
der of his own parents. He 
spent nearly 18 years clear-
ing his name and amassing 
evidence and witnesses that 
his father’s former business 
partner had orchestrated a 
hit on his parents. Tankleff’s 
conviction was overturned in 
2007; he won two multimil-
lion-dollar wrongful convic-
tion civil suits, earned his 
law degree and was sworn in 
to practice law in New York 
in 2020.

“I’ve lived it,” Tankleff 
told me. He survived abuse 
by prisoners and guards, 
withstood administrative 
segregation, and overcame 
psychological and physical 
torture in prison. “I rarely 
like to bring it up,” he points 
out, “but I was charged with 
double murder, and I was 
out on bail,” while his cli-

ents and other Jan. 6 defen-
dants remain locked up in an 
American gulag. He under-
stands firsthand the frustra-
tion of Jan. 6 defendants 
whose public protestations 
in the courtroom have been 
used against them. “When 
you see some of the outbursts 
in court, you can understand 
it. I can feel their frustra-
tion. If you can’t see your 
attorney, you can’t review 
the materials against you, it’s 
troubling to me.”

Tankleff is also keenly 
aware of the inflammatory 
rhetoric against the accused 
that deprives them of due 
process and a fair trial. “To 
me, it’s clear that we have 
created an environment 
where when people describe 
what happened on Jan. 6, 
they’ve described it as a riot 
or an insurrection, and they 
attach those labels to peo-
ple who have been accused. 
We’re in an environment 
where none of these peo-
ple have been convicted 
of a crime. When you start 
labeling a riot or insurrec-
tion to what happened at the 
Capitol to individuals, you’re 
already prejudicing the pub-
lic. You’re already tamper-
ing with the jury pool for 
anyone who wants to have a 

jury trial.”
But for Tankleff, “the big-

gest issue is the inability of 
those who are incarcerated 
to aid in their own defense. 
There’s hundreds of hours of 
video, and there’s no way the 
Department of Corrections is 
going to allow either lawyers 
to sit there for hours after 
hours or those who are incar-
cerated and denied bail to get 
laptop computers (which has 
been done in cases through-
out this country) where you 
can actually provide all the 
discovery on laptops. To 
me, none of the individuals 
should be denied.”

There is no good reason to 
keep these defendants locked 
up pending trial. “There are 
plenty of safeguards that 
could be implemented to 
protect the return to court of 
many of these individuals,” 
Tankleff argues. “And if 
they were granted bail, they 
would have an opportunity 
to go to their lawyers’ offic-
es, aid in their own defense, 
review the discovery and 
really understand the accusa-
tions against them.”

We don’t need a Kabuki 
commission. We need action: 
Release the tapes. Free the 
Jan. 6 defendants. Shut down 
the American gulag.

Shut down the Jan. 6 gulag
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