
Last summer, as the world 
was struggling to understand 
and fight COVID-19, Ohio 
Sen. Stephen Huffman, 
R-5th Dist., asked this ques-
tion of the executive direc-
tor of the Ohio Commission 
on Minority Health, during a 
hearing in which lawmakers 
were trying to understand 
how to best fight the virus:

“Could it just be that Afri-
can Americans or the col-
ored population do not wash 
their hands as well as other 
groups? Or wear a mask? 
Or do not socially distance 
themselves? Could that be 
the explanation for why the 
higher incidence?”

Despite the number of 
things to tear apart in that 
line of questioning, Ange-
la Dawson quickly replied 
simply “That is not the 
opinion of leading medical 
experts in this country.”

Huffman, who was fired 
shortly thereafter from his 
position as a part-time phy-
sician for TeamHealth, apol-
ogized for what he called the 
“awkward wording” of his 
questions. 

Now, he has been 
appointed by state Senate 
President Matt Huffman, 
R-12th Dist., (Stephen’s 
cousin) to be chairman of 
the Ohio Senate’s health 
panel. The appointment is 
worrying, unless Stephen 
Huffman quickly provides 
some assurance he does see 
the error of his ways.

“Although the senator’s 
comments were deeply 
offensive, we hope that he 
has learned from his mistake 
and moves to right the sys-
temic wrongs that are being 
perpetrated in the state of 
Ohio,” Tim Bishop, exec-
utive director of the Ohio 
Legislative Black Caucus, 
told The Columbus Dispatch. 

Surely Huffman under-
stands all eyes are upon him 
as he assumes this new role. 
Ohioans are hoping he will 
rise to the occasion, rather 
than falling back on outdat-
ed and offensive thinking 
that will serve no one.
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Experience is often a 
brutal, and hence effective, 
tutor. The covid-19 tragedy 
teaches this: Government is 
more apt to achieve adequa-
cy when it does not try to 
achieve purity.

Commenting on the wide-
ly varying results of the 
states’ different approach-
es to getting vaccines into 
arms, a Wall Street Journal 
editorial notes two things. 
One is the benefits of fed-
eralism: Among 50 gover-
nors, at least a few are apt 
to be wiser and nimbler than 
the federal bureaucracy. 
The other is: “The most suc-
cessful state rollouts have 
departed from overly pre-
scriptive federal rules,” and 
“The states with the highest 
per capita vaccination rates 
are all rule-breakers.” Philip 
K. Howard is not surprised.

He is a lawyer who thinks 
there are too many lawyers 
and too much law, and that 
both surpluses are encour-
aged by misbegotten ideas 
about ideal governance. One 
such idea is that ideal gov-
ernance is a sensible aspira-
tion. In the Yale Law Jour-
nal (“From Progressivism to 
Paralysis”), he explains why 
“Covid-19 is the canary 
in the bureaucratic mine.” 
Modern government “is 

structured to preempt the 
active intelligence of peo-
ple on the ground. This is 
not an unavoidable side-ef-
fect of big government, but 
a deliberate precept of its 
operating philosophy. Law 
will not only set goals and 
governing principles, but it 
will also dictate exactly how 
to implement those goals 
correctly.” 

Result: paralysis. Gov-
ernance congeals because 
“The complex shapes of life 
rarely fit neatly into legal 
categories.”

The proportion of law-
yers in the workforce almost 
doubled between 1970 and 
2000, and the nation now 
is, Howard has said, ludi-
crously dense with laws and 
dazed by “rule stupor.” Con-
structing the Empire State 
Building took 410 days in 
the Depression. The Pen-
tagon took 16 months in 
wartime. In this century, 
however, nine years were 
consumed just with permit-
ting for a San Diego desali-
nation plant. Five years and 

20,000 pages of environ-
mental and other compli-
ance materials preceded a 
construction project (raising 
the roadway on New Jer-
sey’s Bayonne Bridge) with 
almost no environmental 
impact.

Then the pandemic 
arrived. Red tape prevented 
public health officials from 
using tests they possessed 
or buying tests overseas. 
To function, hospitals had 
to jettison myriad dictates 
about restrictions on tele-
medicine, ambulance equip-
ment and many other mat-
ters. To get federal funding 
for school meals transferred 
to providing meals during 
summer months, 50 formal 
waivers were required from 
the states. 

And, Howard writes, 
“The bureaucratic instinct 
was relentless even when 
waiving rules. Each school 
district in Oregon was first 
required ‘to develop a plan 
as to how they are going to 
target the most-needy stu-
dents.’” Meanwhile, needy 
children were getting no 
meals.

Protesters take to the 
streets, Howard says, on 
the naive assumption that 
“someone is actually in 
charge and refusing to pull 

the right levers.” If only. 
“From the schoolhouse to 
the White House,” Howard 
says, “public officials are 
disempowered from mak-
ing sensible choices by a 
bureaucratic and legal appa-
ratus” that stipulates “the 
one correct way” to achieve 
goals.

Granularity of regula-
tion is, Howard believes, 
the fruit of the Progressive 
Era’s goal of neutral gov-
ernment, purified and pro-
fessionalized and “untainted 
by the judgments of imper-
fect humans.” To this chi-
mera, add encyclopedic con-
tracts with public employee 
unions that insulate their 
members from accountabili-
ty. When California can dis-
miss for poor performance 
only two of about 300,000 
public school teachers a 
year, even mere mediocrity 
is optional. 

The Minneapolis police-
man who suffocated George 
Floyd had been the subject 
of 18 complaints, but his 
supervisors had no practical 
way to terminate him. The 
2,600 complaints against 
Minneapolis officers since 
2012 resulted in 12 officers 
disciplined.

The Progressive Era 
dream — purging human 

judgment from public choic-
es; eliminating human agen-
cy from the implementation 
of public decisions — is 
today’s nightmare. Govern-
ment accountability now 
means, Howard writes, only 
court-enforced compliance 
with “the ever-thickening 
accretion of rules, rights, 
and restrictions.” So, “Slow-
ly but inevitably a sense 
of powerlessness” pervades 
public and private institu-
tions.

The Progressive Era proj-
ect that began 120 years 
ago got its second wind 60 
years ago. But “No experts 
back in the 1960s,” Howard 
writes, “dreamed of thou-
sand-page rulebooks, ten-
year permitting processes, 
doctors spending up to half 
of their workdays filling out 
forms, entrepreneurs faced 
with getting permits from 
a dozen different agencies, 
teachers scared to put an 
arm around a crying child.” 
The quest for “a govern-
ment better than people” 
advanced because bureau-
cracies became “preoccu-
pied with avoiding error 
without pausing to consider 
the inability to achieve suc-
cess.” A virulent, fast-mov-
ing and mutating virus is 
teaching the cost of this.

A government ‘better than people’ elusive

Huffman
 appointment
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On Thursday, Anthony 
Fauci informed the World 
Health Organization that 
the Biden administration 
will participate in WHO’s 
vaccine-sharing project. 
That reverses President 
Donald Trump’s “Ameri-
ca First” approach. Fauci 
says the goal is to ensure 
“equitable access” to vac-
cines for all countries in the 
world, rich and poor alike. 

Americans scrambling 
to get vaccinated have a 
right to know how sharing 
doses with poor countries 
will affect their own ability 
to get vaccinated. 

Biden is coming under 
pressure from the public 
health community to share 
the vaccine supply the U.S. 
has prepurchased before all 
Americans who want shots 
receive them. 

The vaccine sharing 
project, with the acronym 
COVAX, raises money to 
buy vaccines for poor coun-
tries and asks the wealthier 
countries to donate actu-
al doses. The COVAX 
dose-sharing principles, 
released Dec. 18, are caus-
ing controversy in France, 

England, Canada and 
other countries struggling 
to get their own popula-
tions vaccinated. COVAX 
wants countries to share 
their doses as they receive 
them, rather than waiting to 
see what’s leftover. So far, 
Norway has agreed. 

WHO Director-Gener-
al Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus says it’s unfair 
for younger, healthy adults 
in countries like the U.S. 
to get injections before the 
frail and elderly in poor 
countries. He calls it a “cat-
astrophic moral failure.”

Similarly, Kate Elder 
of Doctors Without Bor-
ders objects “if a healthy 
20-year-old in New Jersey 
is getting vaccinated before 
a front line health care 
worker in South Sudan.” 

Bruce Aylward, a WHO 
adviser, claims it’s unac-
ceptable for a country to 

vaccinate its entire popula-
tion before offering doses 
to the highest risk inhabi-
tants of poorer countries. 

Duke University public 
health experts also argue 
that high-risk groups in 
poor countries should get 
the vaccine before the U.S. 
public. A report from the 
Duke Global Health Inno-
vation Center complains 
that wealthy countries are 
monopolizing the initial 
supply. 

Thursday’s White House 
statement on vaccine shar-
ing says the U.S. will com-
ply once there is “suffi-
cient” supply here. What 
does “sufficient” mean? 
When just those at high-
est risk are vaccinated, as 
globalists propose, or when 
shots have been offered to 
all Americans? The public 
needs a clear answer to that 
question. 

There are powerful rea-
sons to oppose COVAX’s 
vaccine-sharing principles. 

First, U.S. taxpayers 
poured billions into Opera-
tion Warp Speed to develop 
the vaccines with the under-
standing they’d get a large 

share of initial production. 
When Trump refused to 
join COVAX, The New 
York Times slammed the 
decision as “vaccine nation-
alism,” but Americans des-
perate to get vaccinated 
are unlikely to be worried 
about political correctness. 

Second, the U.S. is striv-
ing to reach herd immunity 
by summer, which scientists 
predict will require about 
70% of the population to be 
vaccinated. Diverting some 
of the vaccine supply to 
COVAX would endanger 
that goal. 

On Monday, the Inter-
national Chamber of Com-
merce joined the call for 
equitable distribution 
of vaccines, arguing that 
helping poor nations will 
benefit the economies of 
wealthy ones. 

True in the long run, but 
vaccinating a quarter of the 
population of every coun-
try, as COVAX proposes, 
would necessitate the US 
and other developed coun-
tries giving up a return to 
normal this year. 

Third, as new virus 
variants emerge, vaccina-

tion becomes even more 
a race against the clock. 
Otherwise a variant could 
appear that is not suscepti-
ble to the vaccine. Moderna 
announced Monday that its 
vaccine is somewhat less 
effective against the recent-
ly identified South African 
variant. 

People may need yearly 
boosters against emerging 
strains. 

In the last two weeks, 
both the European Union 
and the U.S. have been 
hit with unexpected news 
about manufacturing set-
backs. 

Monday the European 
Union actually threatened 
to ban Astra-Zeneca from 
exporting any doses until it 
meets its contractual obli-
gations. The EU is putting 
its own people first. 

That’s a lesson for Amer-
ica. Decisions about vac-
cine sharing should not 
be left to public health 
“experts” whose globalist 
views are now ascendant in 
Washington, D.C. Helping 
the world is important, but 
America needs to take care 
of its own first. 

U.S. should vaccinate its own before sharing
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