
Mass murder by guns is a tragedy we shouldn’t 
have to bear.

Pursuing ways to prevent it is always the first 
promise made.

Doing something about it is the promise never kept.
The grim fatality count this past month — 8 shot dead 

in the Atlanta area, 10 in Boulder and now 8 in Indianapo-
lis — accentuates the inertia.

Gun advocates are preoccupied with trying to read every 
protective nuance into the 2nd Amendment. Gun control 
supporters are distraught over hostility to their cause 
from Republicans.

There is no middle ground despite the carnage.
Yet compromise — long seen as sell out by both sides 

-- is the solution if we ever hope to curtail this senseless 
cycle of mass murder by guns.

A good place to start is the 219-year-old Second Amend-
ment: “A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the 
security of a free State, the right of the people to keep 
and bear arms, shall not be infringed.”

The Supreme Court infrequently wrestles with the mean-
ing of a “well regulated Militia,” which is the introductory 
clause. The second and last clause refers to the right of 
the people to own guns and cannot be nullified by the 
first clause, the court ruled in 2008. The late conservative 
Justice Antonin Scalia authored the majority opinion.

The present issue is not the right to own guns for 
self-defense, hunting and recreational shooting. That’s 
been settled by the Supreme Court. The NRA and conser-
vative pols who warn that progressives seek to take away 
your guns is a self-serving false narrative. The court has 
made it clear they cannot do it.

But the court has not restricted Congress, under the 
2nd Amendment, from enacting gun regulations aimed at 
public safety, including background checks for all sales 
to prevent guns from falling into the possession of the 
mentally ill, people with criminal records, undocumented 
immigrants, and individuals with restraining orders keep-

ing them from a partner or a partner’s children.
Public opinion polls show strong support among Amer-

icans for universal background checks. It is a common 
sense safety measure.

So too are proposals to ban the sale of military-style as-
sault rifles and high-capacity magazines, which are often 

the weapons of choice for mass 
shooters.

It is helpful to the discourse to 
put the 2nd Amendment in its 
historic context.

The typical guns of the late 
18th century were single-round 
muskets and flintlock pistols. 
They had a maximum range of 50 
yards, approximately the width of 
a football field. A skilled gunman 

could maybe get off three shots in a minute or two.  
Today’s high-powered rifles and handguns can discharge 

twelve times more bullets in less than a minute, with a 
range of 600 yards, or the length of six football fields.

A dramatic difference the Founding Fathers could nev-
er imagine. Nor could they realize then the current U.S. 
population (330 million people) and the ratio of 120.5 
guns per 100 people. Put another way, more guns (394 
million) in the possession of civilians than any other 
country.

Every liberty-loving American should be worried about 
the volume of civilian armaments should our bitter polit-
ical divisions ever break out into another civil war. The 
Jan. 6 breach of the Capitol unmuted that fear.

In the aftermath of Indianapolis and other recent mass 
killings, the least we can do is to enact needed gun safety 
laws. Maybe, just maybe, they will prevent some, if not all, 
such tragedies.
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It took nearly 3 1/2 months for the District of Columbia 
medical examiner’s office to announce a cause of death 
for Capitol Police Officer Brian Sicknick, who helped 
defend the Capitol during the Jan. 6 riot and died the 

next day in a local hospital. The medical examiner ruled 
that Sicknick died of natural causes, specifically, after suf-
fering two strokes.

Medical examiner Francisco Diaz did not publicly release 
his report on Sicknick’s death. Instead, much of the pub-
lic’s information comes from an interview Diaz gave to 
The Washington Post. Diaz told the paper that the autopsy 
“found no evidence the 42-year-old officer suffered an al-
lergic reaction to chemical irritants, which Diaz said would 
have caused Sicknick’s throat to quickly seize. Diaz also 
said there was no evidence of internal or external injuries.”

So Sicknick did not die from the rioters striking him with 
a fire extinguisher or any other object, as originally report-
ed. Nor did he die from being hit by bear spray, as was 
theorized after the fire extinguisher explanation fell apart. 

Diaz also gave the Post a new timeline for the events 
leading up to Sicknick’s death. “Sicknick collapsed seven 
hours and 40 minutes after he was sprayed, and then died 
nearly 24 hours after that,” the medical examiner said. 
According to the federal indictment of two rioters charged 
in Sicknick’s death, the officer was hit by bear spray at 2:23 
p.m. on Jan. 6. That would mean he collapsed around 10 
p.m. that night, and died around the same time the next 
night, Jan. 7.

There are still things the public does not know about 
the case. It is simply not clear what role, if any, Sicknick’s 
participation in the fight to defend the Capitol played in 
his death. Diaz said “all that transpired played a role in his 
condition.” But what role? And at the same time, Diaz “said 
he could not comment on whether Sicknick had a preexist-
ing medical condition, citing privacy laws.” So exactly how 
the riot might have contributed to Sicknick’s death is not 
clear.

But finally, Americans know the basic facts of Sicknick’s 

death. And that means a number of media organizations 
have a lot of explaining to do.

First among them is The New York Times, which on Jan. 
8 -- shortly after Sicknick’s death -- reported, “Pro-Trump 
supporters ... overpowered Mr. Sicknick, 42, and struck 

him in the head with a fire extin-
guisher, according to two law en-
forcement officials. With a bloody 
gash in his head, Mr. Sicknick was 
rushed to the hospital and placed 
on life support. He died on Thurs-
day [Jan. 7] evening.”

The Times’ wrong report stirred 
enormous emotion among mil-
lions of Americans already upset 

about the Capitol riot. Newscasts on CNN, MSNBC and the 
broadcast networks repeated the Times report frequently 
and uncritically. Some commentators went around the 
bend. When Republican Sen. Mike Lee suggested President 
Trump should get a “mulligan” for the speech he gave at 
the Ellipse on Jan. 6, MSNBC’s Joe Scarborough responded, 
“You don’t get a mulligan when you kill a cop, Mike. When 
you ... bash police officers’ brains with fire extinguishers, 
you don’t get a mulligan. Especially if you’re the one re-
sponsible for bringing those cop killers up to Capitol Hill.”

The entire tirade was based on a false account of Officer 
Sicknick’s death. 

The bottom line is that false account became an inte-
gral part of the national conversation about the Capitol 
riot. Now, the damage from that false account cannot be 
undone. But the news organizations and commentators 
who fed the frenzy should report the medical examiner’s 
findings and their implications prominently and accurately 
— and tell viewers and readers that they had it wrong.

BYRON YORK is chief political correspondent for The Washington Exam-
iner. He can be reached at byronyork@washingtonexaminer.com. Folow 
him on Twitter, @ByronYork.
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Finally, the facts about a Capitol riot casualty

The video didn’t lie.
The final, agoniz-

ing nine minutes 
and 29 seconds of 

George Floyd’s life were 
documented by the cell 
phone of 17-year-old Dar-
nella Frazier.

But she also captured 
the transition of former 
Minneapolis police officer 
Derek Chauvin from 
civil servant to murder-
er. It didn’t happen in a 
split-second like so many 
simlar cases. Chauvin had 
almost 10 minutes to con-
sider what he was doing.

Do not underestimate 
the pivotal role Frazier 
and others with cell 
phones played in docu-
menting what happened 
on Memorial Day 2020 on 
a Minneapolis street.

Without the disturbing 
video, it is anyone’s guess 
how the Hennepin County 
jury might have ruled in 
Chauvin’s murder trial.

But the video — shown 
to the jury on the first 
day of the trial — was 
undeniable, even though 
Chauvin’s defense team 
insisted that his actions 
were “reasonable” under 
the circumstances.

Defense attorney Eric 
Nelson tried to suggest 
that Floyd’s death was 
caused by his ingestion of 
drugs and his own medi-
cal history. Floyd’s crimi-
nal past was recited, as if 
what he’d done previously 
somehow earned Chau-
vin’s knee on his neck for 
almost 10 minutes. 

The jury saw through 
that smokescreen and 
found Chauvin guilty of 
second-degree uninten-
tional murder, third-de-
gree murder and sec-
ond-degree manslaughter.

Floyd’s offense was in 
allegedly buying cigarettes 
with a counterfeit $20 
bill at Cup Foods at the 
corner of East 38th Street 
and Chicago Avenue in 
the Powderhorn Park 
neighborhood.

Before too long, a police 
cruiser arrived, then an-
other and finally a third. 
The final Minneapolis 
police duo on scene in-
cluded Chauvin, who took 
command of the scene as 
the senior officer on site.

Less than an hour later, 
Floyd was dead and Min-
neapolis would never be 
the same. America, too, 
has undergone radical 
changes in a year of tu-
mult and unrest.

Protests and riots have 
plagued multiple U.S. 
cities and the deaths of 
multiple other Black men 
and women at the hands 
of police officers in the 
months since has only 
increased tensions.

But a jury in Minneap-
olis on Tuesday took one 
of the first steps toward 
healing some of the most 
serious societal fractures 
we’ve experienced in a 
generation or more.

The jury of six white 
and six Black or multi-
racial people did so  by 
delivering the needed 
message that rogue cops 
can — and will — be held 
accountable.

Make no mistake about 
it. Police officers are 
seldom tried for taking 
a life on the job. How 
many times have we seen 
a grand jury return a “no 
bill” in similar cases? 

Convictions of cops 
almost never happen.

The difference this time 
was the proof — on video 
— that Chauvin acted in 
anything but a reasonable 
manner as he took control 
of the scene outside Cup 
Foods and ultimately took 
George Floyd’s life.

There was no justifica-
tion for what happened 
on May 25, 2020. But 
finally, there is justice.

No justification,
but finally

some justice
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