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Our opinion

Kemo’s actions
violated trust

There’s nothing wrong 
with buying expensive 
clothes.

There’s nothing wrong 
with booking stays in 
hotels.

There’s nothing wrong 
with a bonus for work well 
done.

There’s nothing wrong 
with taking flying lessons.

There’s nothing wrong 
with any of those items 
— as long as you are able 
to pay for them with your 
own money.

Monsignor Kurt Kemo, 
the former vicar general 
of the Diocese of Steuben-
ville, was reminded of that 
in Jefferson County Com-
mon Pleas Court Wednes-
day, when he admitted to 
diverting nearly $300,000 
in diocesan funds for his 
own use, including the 
things mentioned above.

And, while stealing 
from his employer was 
bad enough, the money 
Kemo helped to divert 
had been donated to the 
church in good faith by 
its parishioners, including 
funds intended for various 
projects in the diocese 
and for the Society for 
the Propagation of the 
Faith, an organization that 
serves missionaries and 
the poorest of the poor 
around the world. It also 
led to others who depend-
ed on the diocese for em-
ployment to lose their jobs 
and to austerity measures 
to be implemented.

 Kemo, who served as 
the longtime pastor of 
the Blessed Sacrament 
and Our Lady of Lourdes 
parishes in Wintersville, 
pleaded guilty to a bill of 
information charging him 
with two counts of aggra-
vated theft without con-
sent, two counts of theft 
by deception, receiving 
stolen property and falsi-
fying financial records.

And, while he was able 
to reimburse the dio-
cese the $289,000 he had 
diverted, Kemo will have 
to spend six months at the 
Eastern Ohio Correction 
Center, plus two years 
of community control on 
each count. During her 
sentencing, Judge Mi-
chelle Miller mentioned 
Kemo’s battle with alco-
holism, as well as Assis-
tant Prosecutor Frank 
Bruzzese’s criticism of the 
lack of oversight from by 
the diocese for her deci-
sions. 

Kemo’s sentencing 
comes two months af-
ter David Franklin, the 
former comptroller of the 
diocese, pleaded guilty to 
paying himself and a se-
lect group of employees — 
including Kemo — unau-
thorized bonuses, as well 

as working with Kemo to 
falsify records and con-
ceal the true financial 
condition of the diocese. 
Franklin was sentenced to 
18 months in state prison, 
with the first year spent in 
federal custody for failing 
to account for and pay em-
ployment tax, wire fraud 
and filing a false income 
tax return. He also was 
ordered to pay $532,115 in 
restitution.

Bruzzese said Franklin 
held a “significant amount 
of influence over Kemo” 
and may have taken 
advantage of him while 
creating a slush fund — an 
account at Chase Bank 
that diocesan officials be-
lieved to have been closed 
in 2010 when funds were 
moved to PNC Bank.

Sadly, the sentencing 
of Kemo  likely will not 
be the final chapter in the 
problems surrounding the 
diocese. 

As part of his agree-
ment, Kemo agreed to 
help prosecutors identify 
others who might have de-
frauded the diocese and, if 
necessary, testify against 
them.  

Bishop Jeffrey Monfor-
ton and the diocese al-
ready have taken steps to 
ensure greater oversight 
of the funds in the future. 
Those include yearly 
independent audits, use 
of a third-party payroll 
system, the requirement 
of two signatures — one of 
which must be the bish-
op’s — on every check 
issued by the diocese and 
an entirely new set of 
employees in the finance 
office.

Monforton has not 
backed away from the 
issues surrounding the 
missing money, and has 
demonstrated great trans-
parency while working 
with the authorities and 
in answering questions. 
He also knows there is 
much work left to be done, 
admitting in the victim’s 
impact statement he read 
Wednesday on behalf of 
the diocese, “We are all 
too aware it is easy and 
relatively quick to lose 
one’s trust, but the ardu-
ous and longer road is in 
the work to regain that 
very same trust.”

While that process will 
take time, it is needed for 
Catholics in the 13 coun-
ties of Southeastern Ohio 
that make up the diocese 
to be assured that money 
they — and others — give 
to support the work of the 
church will be used for 
just that purpose — and 
not go toward supporting 
extravagant lifestyles of 
those in whom they have 
placed their faith.
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We’re back to meeting
If you haven’t noticed, 

things are really starting to 
open up.

In case you’re still not sure, 
take a look at the daily pages 
produced by our community 
editor, Janice Kiaski. They are 
filled with details about events 
and gatherings that recently 
have been held, and, even 
more important, events that 
have been scheduled.

It’s a list that seems to 
grow each day, and one that 
now includes in-person com-
mencement ceremonies for 
most of our region’s colleges 
and universities as well as 
all of our area’s high schools. 
Attendance might be limited, 
and participants likely will be 
required to wear masks, but 
graduates will have the oppor-
tunity to walk across stages 
and receive their diplomas 
during a real, live celebration. 

That means the days of 
meetings and pseudo gath-
erings being conducted over 
video conferencing apps are 
quickly coming to an end, and 
we will be able to get back 
to being able to interact with 
our friends and colleagues in 
person.

Among those that have 
returned to the in-person 
schedule are the lunch meet-
ings held by Faith in the 
Future. The luncheons have 
grown from what began as an 
annual prayer breakfast that 
traces its roots to 2005, after 
then-Bishop Daniel Conlon of 
the Catholic Diocese of Steu-
benville asked for prayers in 
response to the region’s dying 
steel industry.

The luncheons (ecumenical 
events, just like the break-
fasts) are seen as a way to 
continue a common theme — 
to consider things that might 
still be hoped for — through 
the year.

Organizing things are Tracy 
McManamon, one of the found-
ers of Faith in the Future, and 
Mike Florak, executive direc-
tor of community relations at 
the Franciscan University of 
Steubenville. They felt it was 

important for the monthly 
events to resume, and have 
worked to ensure they have 
been successful.

While the luncheons pre-
viously had been held on the 
campus of the university, they 
have been held in a different 
location — First Westminster 
Presbyterian Church on North 
Fourth Street in downtown 
Steubenville — since they have 
resumed.

They have been good for the 
church, the Rev. Jason Elliott, 
pastor, and Amy Parikakis, 
director of marketing and 
communications, have ex-
plained. And, as Florak said 
Wednesday, they’ve helped 
local businesses, including 
Malta’s Pizza, which provided 
lunch for the February gath-
ering, and Froehlich’s Classic 
Corner, which provided the 
meal on Wednesday.

The series resumed on Feb. 
24, when Kelly Jeffers, direc-
tor of new initiatives at Urban 
Mission Ministries, shared her 
story of how her belief in God 
has transformed her life. On 
Wednesday, the speaker was 
Nathan Marshall, who has done 
standup, a little acting, has 
taught and is now the senior 
social media analyst with the 
Highmark Caring Place.

“The Bible tells us time and 
time again not to worry about 
the future,” said Marshall, 
who came to the Northern 
Panhandle through Parkers-
burg and Sistersville, earned 
a bachelor’s degree in the-

ater from Bethany College, a 
master’s degree in secondary 
education from West Virgin-
ia University and taught at 
Brooke High School. “When we 
start focusing on the future, it 
seems insurmountable, does it 
not? Does anybody here suffer 
from anxiety? Anxiety comes 
when you start thinking about 
all of those things that you 
can’t fix, all of those things 
around you.”

Marshall, who is a member 
of the Wellsburg Church of 
Christ and enjoys spending 
time with his wife, Shannon, 
and their newborn, Ashby, 
delivered a talk that spoke to 
the importance of faith.

“Did it ever happen that you 
were so close to losing faith, 
and then one person will say or 
do something that just restores 
your faith in humanity?” he 
asked. “It happens to me all 
the time, and it is so exciting.

“God is in our lives — noth-
ing happens by mistake. Think 
of all of the billions of occur-
rences that had to happen for 
you to be here,” he continued. 
“There’s a reason you’re here 
— God put it in your heart.”

McManamon and Florak 
said they are working on plans 
for the next luncheon for the 
end of the month, and they 
asked that everyone watch for 
details. There’s never a charge 
to attend, but there is an op-
portunity to make a donation 
to help defray the cost of the 
lunch.

Each of the many events 
held across our region has a 
specific purpose, whether it’s 
to raise money, enjoy a per-
formance or promote a cause. 
Faith in the Future helps to 
provide camaraderie, fellow-
ship and the chance to hear 
an important message, and 
it’s good to know that it, like 
countless other groups in the 
region, are able to again hold 
face-to-face meetings.

(Gallabrese, a resident of 
Steubenville, is executive edi-
tor of the Herald-Star and The 
Weirton Daily Times.)
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Northeast Pennsylvania 
has vast experience with the 
gut-wrenching struggle to 
overcome the demise of a dom-
inant industry. It is an ongoing 
process more than 70 years 
after the large-scale anthra-
cite coal industry took its last 
gasps in the region.

Mining’s collapse rendered 
tens of thousands of min-
ers unemployed, adversely 
affected just about every 
other business and created a 

vast out-migration of people 
seeking places in stronger 
local economies, including the 
family of President Joe Biden.

Now the entire coal in-
dustry rapidly is in decline. 
According to the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration, 
the 706 million tons of coal 
mined in the United States in 
2019 was the lowest amount 
since 1978, when a nationwide 
strike closed the mines from 
January through March. And 

the decline has been rapid, 
according to the agency — coal 
production peaked at 1.2 bil-
lion tons in 2008. Today, fewer 
than 50,000 coal miners remain 
nationwide, whereas there 
used to be more than 100,000 in 
Northeast Pennsylvania alone.

Now, natural gas has re-
placed coal as the primary fuel 
for power generation, and that 
share will continue to climb. 
And the Biden administration 
vowed last week to reduce 

fossil fuel emissions by half by 
2030.

Recently, the United Mine 
Workers of America recog-
nized that coal has lost in 
the marketplace. It formally 
endorsed Biden’s move away 
from fossil fuels — with the 
caveat that the administration 
develop a plan to find jobs in 
renewable energy for dis-
placed miners. 

That is exactly the right 
strategy. Biden has empha-

sized the job-creating poten-
tial of renewable energy, and 
many coal-rich areas also have 
significant renewable resourc-
es, including wind, abundant 
sunshine and water.

Biden and Congress should 
accept the UMW challenge to 
include miners in the recon-
struction of the nation’s ener-
gy foundation.

Scranton (Pa.) Times-Tribune, 
April 25

UMW makes right decision by endorsing Biden’s decision on fossil fuels
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